TEN WITH QUEEN’S TIES TO PARTICIPATE IN BEIJING OLYMPICS

Kingston, Ont. (July 25, 2008) – Ten athletes and administrators with ties to Queen’s University have been named to the Canadian Olympic team which will compete at the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics later this summer.
Katie Abbott (B.Sc ‘09/10) of Sarnia, Ont. and John-David (JD) Burnes (B.Sc’10) of Toronto represent the current students who will compete in China from August 8-24.   Abbott, a current member of the Queen’s Sailing team will represent Canada in the ‘Yngling’ discipline of sailing.  Burnes will compete in the sport of Archery and during the past academic school year trained extensively at the Physical Education Centre on campus to prepare for Beijing.

Alumni heading to the Olympic Games includes Tim Berrett (M.A. ‘89 – Economics, MPA ’89) of Edmonton, Alta., (Racewalker); Gordon Cook (B.Sc ’02 – Engineering Physics) of Toronto (Sailing); Lauren Groves (B.A. ’03 Psychology) of Vancouver, Oskar Johansson (B.A. ’02 – Economics; B.Sc ’02 Mechanical Engineering) of Oakville, Ont. (Sailing); Ben Remocker (B.A. ’02 – Economics; B.Sc ’02 Mechanical Engineering) of Vancouver (Sailing); and Andrew Russell (B.A.’05 - Political Studies) of Dartmouth, N.S. (Canoe/Kayak-Flatwater).
Berrett returns to the Olympics for his fifth consecutive appearance and is the oldest member of the Canadian contingent heading to Beijing at age 43.   His best finish was in 1996 at the Atlanta Summer Games where he placed 10th in the 50km Racewalk.  
RaceWalking) - Placed 14th in 1992 Barcelona Games (20km), 10th at the 1996 Atlanta Summer Games (50km), 26th at the 2000 Games in Sydney (20km) - also competed in the 50km but was disqualified. Placed 31st at the 2004 Athens Games.
A 10-member entourage with ties to McGill University 
> are among
> the 331 competitors named to the Canadian Olympic team for the 
> 2008 Beijing
> Games on Wednesday
SAILING (M/W): ABBOT TO REPRESENT CANADA IN BEIJING 

Sarnia, Ont. (July 22, 2008) –Sailor Katie Abbott (Sarnia, Ont.) is the latest Queen’s University student to be selected to the 2008 Beijing Olympics representing Canada in just a few weeks time.

Abbott, a third-year Biology major will compete in the Yngling class which is a 20-foot keel boat alongside her teammates Jen Provan (and Martha Henderson, both of Toronto.   Earlier this year the three-person crew missed qualifying for the Beijing games following an equipment failure in February, however the International Sailing Federation recently awarded a vacant position to the Canadian women’s team allowing Abbott and her teammates this opportunity. 

"It's really come as a breath of fresh air for all of us," she Abbott of the news, which came last week. "I think when I get to the (Athletes) Village I'm just going to be in awe," she said. "I mean, it's the Olympics."
Abbott is the second current Queen’s University student headed to the Olympics.  She joins John-David Burnes (Arts & Sci ’10) of Toronto, who will compete in Archery.  

Abbott and Burnes are also joined by three others with ties to Queen’s who will represent Canada at the Olympics in Beijing.  Ben Remocker BScEng, BA; 2002) of Vancouver and Gordon Cook (BScEng 2002) of Toronto will compete in the 49er class of Sailing while Oskar Johansson (Sci 2000, Econ 2000) of Oakville, Ont. has qualified in the Tornado class for Sailing. Tim Berrett (M.A – Econ., 1989 and MPA, 1989) will compete in the Race Walk.

Additionally, Dr. Bob McCormack (Med. 1979) of Vancouver will act as Canada’s Chief Medical Officer and Dr. Andrew Pipe (Med. 1974) of Ottawa will be a onsite as a physician. 

