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Mark Slonaker, Georgia State University Assistant Men's Basketball Coach

Known to fans and friends as "The Slon", this former collegiate star has
quickly moved up in the coaching ranks. A 1979 graduate of the University
of Georgia, Slonaker served as an Undergraduate Assistant for Hugh Durham
while obtaining his degree. From there the New Jersey native went to
Lovett High School in Atlanta, where he turned their program around by
leading them to their most succesful season in a decade.

Slonaker left Lovett to join the NCAA Division I coaching ranks as an
Assistant on Tom Pugliese's 1983-84 coaching staff. Ironically, Slonaker

was the man named to replace Pugliese three games into the past season

as Head Coach. While serving under Interim status, Slonaker was given the
un-enviable duty of holding together a team of young players who had

only been together a few months. The record does not show what an outstanding
job he did in keeping his team from falling apg}t, but any fans who saw his
squad Tose no less than four heartbreaking conference games in the second

half of the season would attest to his dedication and knowledge.

A former High School A1l American at Rahway High School in New Jersey,

the 28-year-old Slonaker has earned a great deal of respect around the
nation for his job with the Panthers this past season, despite the overall
record. His team will be known as one that didn't quit in the face of
adversity, and that is a good testament to any coach.

Mark and his wife Kathy currently reside in Northwest Atlanta with their
one-year-old son, Michael.
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i# Mark S\onaker, Georgla Slale 3 mlenm coach ;a“fs l0 hls playcrs dllﬂllﬂ pracuce Fnday at lhe Omm

By Tom McCollister ~
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Sknaker knows two things await”
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State Pantbets into the Georgia Coliseum to-

Georgiaat*no—atoughgameand‘

jorleazuehddms
i ﬂe'slooungforwardtobom e
Slonaker was a member of the Bulldogs
basketball team from 1975 to 1979, and in 1977
b€ led the team in assists with 93. He was 2~
volunteer assistant for a year while getting his
and served as a member of coach Hugh
Dnrhams summer camp staff for several
ygats»

“It feels strange to be going back over
there and taking a team with me,” said
Slonaker, who was named Georgia State’s in-
tenmheadcoachDec.Uollowmgtheﬁrmgof
Tom Pugliese three games into the season. “I
may head to the wrong bench.

_“Bntl’mbohngfu'wardtoxt.lqsent;

yetntbae,knowthweoacbeswenand

t the
andaftutbegame During the
though.rmsureitwinbeaﬂbtmn&
to be tough, but interesting.”
Panthers are 1-5 and have a three-
3me!osmgstreak.‘me1rlastgamewasan89-
loss to Jowa.

“Realistically, we aren’t in Georgia’s
l‘gue, Slonaker said, “but I know we’ll play
hetter than we did against lowa. We were

t, and playing before 15,000 fans, but Satur-
‘ I think we'll be more relaxed and there
wg’tbels,ooomete. ;

“Our players know Georgia’s reputation —
mey have great athletes — and it’s definitely a
lbgchallengeforallofns And 1 think we’ll
hvefunplaymg.bntourgoal,asalways.nsto

m
State athletic director Sherman
Day said Slonaker will continue as interim
coach through this season, and that no decision
will be made about next years coach until
after the season.
“Pve been impressed with the ‘way Mark

Saturday might when he takes his Georgia , -
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hstakenchngeoftheteamunderaomevery'
" difficult

circumstances,” Day said.: “He’s a
ymng,posmvegny,knowstheamandthe
coaches, and we've decided to wait umtil the
spason is over to evaluate what we have.”.

& Geamsmtebashadﬁvecoachesinthe
- past eight a situation. that Day admits.
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y're going to let me have it.
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ESU coach has Ceorgla 'connectlon
g o Slonaker retun{s Atlgzergéf'm play Dogs

gej. qnality student athletes beré in “the first
phce.andtfweseemtoalwaysbeinastate
of confusion, the job becomes more difficult.’
Some of the things we need to do are cut down *

* our recruiting area, tome down our .maniac -

-schedule and work toward being mpetxtlve in
our conference, the Trans America. -

“Weneedtolimitourrecrmtingtothls
area.andlthmkwehaveashotatgettmg

- those kind of players who have been going to
places like Furman or East Tennessee State. -

We don't have the budget it takes to recruit .

 players outside our area and T think we can’

meet our needs by staying closer to home. We
are not trying to be the DePaul of the South,
only the best in the Trans America Conference,
competing against schools with our kind of .
budget. If we can’t be successful at that level, .

-thenl’dbethefirstmrecommendthatwenot

continue the program on this level”. « -
His differences with Pugliese mdnded
conflicts in all of the above areas.:
“Tom Pugliese is a dedicated basketba]l
man,” Day said. “A hard worker and hard

charger, but we had a great difference of opin-.

ion in the way we should get things done, ‘the -
direction in which .we were going. Sometimes’

you have to be able. to laugh at yourself quIe ‘

you're building and that is not his personality.
“There were some doubts on my part be~
fore the start ‘of preseason practice that he -
would start the season as our coach. There '
were some serieus conflicts, but in the best
interest of our program, I wanted him to make

cessful.”

Pugliese was hired last year to replace
Jim Jarrett, who replaced Roger Couch, who:
replaced Jack Waters. Pugliese maintains that -
he and Day were on a collison course from Day
One.

“My firing was mev:table from the begin-
ning,” Pngliese said, “but I thought our differ~
ences could be overcome. I knew I was in trou--
ble when he told me I would have to change..
my style of ¢oaching. I am the demanding type
and I don’t think my unage ﬁt what Dr Day

“1 wish the players, their iamllm and
Mark the best of luck. I hope the kids continue -
to work toward. their education, which.is more...
important. than anythmg elsg Tbe m will -
smvive.p.. : %

Sincetbechiﬂx&meﬁayersseea dif- &

_ wanted for Georgia State.

fereut team attitude, daspue an e-s\record Py
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_sided loss to Jowa, the Panthers played
. during their recent three-game road trip,
" Jost 74-62 to Montana, but trailed by
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glme s gxcitai’iq Sionaker. is calm. Py- -
gliese had a set lineup, Slonaker has opened up "
the “competitioi. Pugliese used fear to moti-
yate, SIonqer seeb ,mouvgtmg Irom wmnn

s;;f*rptayed,a‘sugrdaummrormw
gifese,” said team ‘captain Joe Brus, “and it

team ‘captain
ma ghock when he was

: ‘tearn now that wasn’t there before.
CoachPugliaehada-tgndeacy.ﬁﬁbi}alitﬁe
harsh at times. If so made a mistake at

ctice, he’d stop e and make a big
ape:loutgflt.(:ougnﬂcggkerisdemanding.
too, but in a way that dotsu'toffend!on

makeyoutense afraid to make a mistake.”
For his part, Slonaker has mized emotions

_‘abouthlselevauon tohead coach.interimor
- -otherwise." ;

“It’sveryrarejoug%uchanceatﬂm
be a head coach on this level,” said Slonaker.
“The sad part is that it had to come this way.
Tom is the one who gave me the break and I
hateiormygmntobehislm.butmu’smy—
job and P've got to do the very best that I'can.”

It doesn’t bother Slonaker that he may be
lookmzelsewbere when the season is over. He

isn't “aﬁproachmgthejobasnfnt’: only interim.
is that the job is mine,” he

md,“and t this is just a long-term :inter--
view. As far as I can tell the players have re-
- sponded to me pretty good; morale seems to be

" good. The biggest adjustment for me is that be--
1tthroughtheseasonlwantedh1mtobesnc-:~ !

fore I was their , had them over to my
house at times, Nomemoreananthorityﬁg-e

Day saxd that SIonaker wonld be uven
every consideration when the posxtlon is ﬁlled
following the season.

Georgia State’s nnly victory this season
. was 82-77 over Huntington College, an NAIA
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.school, and it was immediately after that game

that Pugliese was fired. But except for the one-

‘well

A

only
with two minutes left, and were down by onl
threewnthlwtogolna‘lwmtn
tLtttleRoel.
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NEW JERSEY NATIVE HIRED AT GSU

Mark Slonaker was recently hired by Georgia State University
as Assistant Basketball Coach~ A native of Rahway, New Jersey,
Slonaker played for the University of Georgia where he was coO-
captain of the Bulldog's basketball team.

Following graduation from UGA, this New Jersey native took
the job of head basketball coach at Atlanta area Lovett High
School. In his three years at Lovett, this popular young coach
turned around the Lion's lack-luster past and a previous two-year

winless record.
The personable player-coach is also a favorite with professional

coaches Hubie Brown of the New York Knicks and Mike Fratello, new head
of the Atlanta Hawks. Slonaker worked with both coaches at the ‘annual
Hubie Brown Basketball Camp in Atlanta.

Slonaker, 26, was recruited by GSU's new head coach, Tom Pugliese,
also a New Jersian from Dunellen. Slonaker reflected on his selection
byiPugliese with: "This is a great career move up for me. Lovett
and athletic director Bill Holliman were super and its unfortunate I
could not be around to coach those kids in their senior year. But
when opportunity knocks, you've got to take advantage of it."

Following Slonaker's hiring, Pugliese rounded out his coaching
staff with another New Jersey-ite, Bill Muse, from Glen Rock.



