Sun Belt Men’s Basketball Championship
March 15, 2014

Game 5 — (1) Georgia State vs. (4) Arkansas State
Post Game Quotes

Georgia State Quotes

Opening Statement from Head Coach Ron Hunter: "I thought our guys did a really nice job
defensively. We challenged the team before we left Atlanta. We said that we are 80 minutes
away from being in the NCAA tournament, and that we had to play 80 minutes of great defense.
I knew that we could score, but I challenged them to see if we could play our best defense in
back to back games. These guys are a little tired, but defensively we were all over the place. To
hold a team that normally averages 80 points a game to 45 is pretty impressive. We spent the
entire week working on defense; these guys are mad because we didn't do much offensively. We
know that the offense will come for us, so we just spent the entire week getting after it on
defense. We wanted to make a statement with our defense.”

Question for Ron Hunter: Question... What exactly did you all work on defensively during the
last week?“Nothing different, really. We spent probably about 80 percent getting ready for
Arkansas State, we felt like we had a good chance of playing Arkansas State, and if we didn't we
were going to have to spend a lot more time last night preparing, but we didn't because the
whole week we spent preparing for them. Every set they ran, every set we saw, was for them,
and usually I don't do that. I try to mix it up most of the time, but we were at about 80-20
Arkansas State, so I was pulling for them kind of. I wanted that ninth overtime, but I couldn’t get
that.”

Question for Ron Hunter: Question... Did you have to adjust to how Ryan Harrow was playing
after the poor start? “Right before the Southern Miss game, I told him that I don’t want him to
be a Burger King All-American, I want you to be that McDonald’s All-American, and we got that
tonight. He's really accepted that role, and when he sees that ball going in early, he’s pretty
good, so you don't get guys like that often.”

Question for Ron Hunter: Question... How much did you stress being a #1 seed and not
coming out and playing scared? “One of the things that we talked about is that we are 17-1; last
time we played Arkansas State, we got stuck in an airport in Texas and had to bus it to Arkansas.
We took a 22-hour trip to get here, so we've had a lot of adversity thrown our way, but there
was nothing that was going to get in our way in this tournament. Scared is not a word I would
use for what we were going to be. We deserve to be the number one seed; people talk about the
double bye, and that helped us a lot. Brad Stevens (former coach of Butler) is a good friend of
mine, and in the Horizon, they have the double byes as well. Every time Butler got the double
bye, they made it to the national championship game. The Horizon protected its number one
seeds, and so I don't know if we could win this if we had to play three games, but the double-
bye really helped us, so I told our kids that we earned that. Arkansas State had a tough game
last night, but that’s the way the system works, the number one seed gets protected; we were
fresh, and they weren't.”

Question for Ron Hunter: Question... Any challenges in getting this team ready to play again
in less than 24 hours?“Not at all. When you get an opportunity to play for the NCAA tournament;
I have a whole team in there that has never been to the NCAA tournament; my job is actually
going to be to get them to calm down. I thought that we were overhyped, hyped up way too
early; we missed some shots early on, and that’s because we were way too hyped up, and I've



got the same thing tomorrow. These guys could play this game at 11 o’clock tonight, that’s not a
problem.”

Question for Ryan Harrow: Question... How important was this game for you after last year’s
SEC tournament? “It was really important. I actually had nightmares last night thinking about
the SEC tournament, and how I was going to play in this tournament. I just wanted to come out
here and do well for the team, just get the win, and that’s what happened.”

Question for Ryan Harrow: Question... Did all the work on defense this week affect the
offense at the start of the game? "1 think it was just playoff jitters, just coming out and worrying
about defense and making sure we got stops. We saw how they played yesterday, and we
wanted to just lock down on them first, because we knew that our offense would come.”

Question for Manny Atkins: Question... Given that Arkansas State played a four overtime
game last night, did that make you guys want to drive up the energy and intensity early to go
after their legs and try and take this one early on? “Coming into this game, we told each other
that we just need to keep the intensity on them, just try to run. We tried to come into the game
today and just run the floor, keep pushing the ball, and we knew that their legs were going to die
out on them after a while because of that four overtime game; we came and did what we had to
do today, and we got the win.”

Question for Manny Atkins: Question... Did you every sense the fatigue of Arkansas State
during the game? “About midway into the game, a lot of shots that they normally make were
falling a little short, and we were able to see that. We tried to take advantage of that and just
push the ball up the court and keep them running, keep them moving. It all ended up working in
our favor.”

Arkansas State Quotes

Opening Statement from Head Coach John Brady: “First of all, Georgia State is a good
team. They are very efficient offensively. They have four really good players that can play in a lot
of places. In my experience, they are very good. Secondly, we've always thought, to beat
Georgia State, you have to make a minimum of 12 threes to beat that team, and we just didn't
have that, shooting the ball. I thought we got looks we needed to get. I thought Kendrick was
really good around the basket. I thought we would get enough around the goal to be okay, but
from the perimeter we just couldn't do it. When we played them over there, I think we made 12
threes. When they beat us in overtime at our place, we made 13 threes. To beat that team, you
have to shoot from the perimeter.

I thought the effort of our team was fine. I'm not displeased with what we tried to do. When Ed
Townsel had a wonderful game last night, he’s one from ten tonight, and Melvin (Johnson) was
one from seven tonight. We just didn’t make the shots that we normally make, for whatever
reason.

“Georgia State is a good team. It would be a shame if they got upset in the championship game
and not go to the NCAA tournament, because some of these teams they are talking about are not
better than Georgia State. There is no question in my mind. Georgia State just doesn't have the
opportunity some of these teams have to play. If you put Georgia State in the SEC, they will beat
six of those teams in the SEC. No doubt in my mind. They are a deserving team. They won't get
any mention, because they don't have the same sex appeal as other schools, I guess, but they
should because they are very good. Southern Miss was lucky to beat them in overtime. They
don't turn it over.



I liked what our guys tried to do today. I appreciate these seniors. Kendrick Washington, I love
him to death. Melville is the same way. He's been with us a year and they've helped me, and I
hope they've gained something from me. Basketball is a tough draw because, unless you win a
national championship, you always lose your last game. That's the only downside of this, but we
won 19 games. A year ago, we won 19 games again and I don't know if Arkansas State has won
19 games back to back in a number of years. I like what these seniors did for us. The players we
have sitting out, I like the players coming in, our recruiting class. I am looking forward to what
lies ahead. All of these seniors that have played for us are going to get their degrees and
graduate. I am proud of them in that regard. Georgia State is good. We didn't have it in terms of
shooting the ball tonight. I thought the effort of our team was very good. I was pleased with
what they tried to do.”

Question for Head Coach: Question... Please comment on the start of the game, given the
team you were playing, and last night’s game? “We ran some things we thought were going to
work, but whatever we ran early, the shots dropped. I don't believe I criticized a player the
whole game for taking a bad shot, except for Rakeem Dickerson who threw one up. But, when
the game went on, and it was within ten points or so, I didn't really criticize one player for taking
a bad shot. That's all we can do as a team. Have the right people shooting the ball, in the right
spot, on something that you think may work. Whether is goes in the goal or not, that’s another
issue. I don't think it's good offense or bad offense by the judge of the ball going through the
hoop or not. I didn't think we were taking terrible shots or making bad offense, and I told them
that during the whole game. I was never concerned about that. That team scored six points late,
so the reality of it is, that team scores 66 or 68 points against us. Defensively, we were fine. I'll
play Georgia State and give them 70, because they are that good offensively. We just didn't
make some shots that we needed to make against them, or that we would normally make. My
theory, you make 12 threes against Georgia State and you're in the game, and we had the team
that was capable of doing it, we just didn't this afternoon.”

Question for Head Coach: Question... Talk about the graduating seniors? “Those guys we
have are great. Strong personalities, which will bode them well when they have to get out there
and make it on their own. They are resilient and tough. They are great guys. They're all going to
graduate, they are good students and I'm going to miss them. They won 19 games for us. There
are three games that we left out on the table. This team is a 21/22 win team, we just left a
couple out there, and sometimes that happens. It was a good year for us. I don’t want people to
judge a season on whether or not a team makes it to the NCAA tournament. It is more difficult to
go to the NCAA tournament from the Sun Belt Conference, than it is from the South Eastern
Conference. Here, you could win the regular season, and people still won't know that you won.
It's difficult to play three or four games in a row, and that’s why these seniors have been good
for Arkansas State basketball. We've had 38 wins in the last two years. It's been a long time
since they've won 38 games in two years at Arkansas State. Can we do better? Yes. Do we want
to do better? Yes. Are we going to do better? No doubt. This team solidified our program. We are
one of the top two or three teams in this league. We're going to be that way next year because
the players we have back, and the players we have sitting out, and the recruiting class is the best
I've ever had here. These seniors did a great job. I'm going to miss them. I've enjoyed them.
They've been challenging, but in a good way. I appreciate all they’ve done and they're all going
to be successful no matter what they choose to do.”

Question for Head Coach: Question... Talk about Ryan Harrow and defending his penetration?
“We guarded their plays pretty well. I think they are their most dangerous when they come off a
ball screen. He's just extremely difficult to guard and he’s unselfish. He's really good. He may
have a little baggage, I don't know, but he has settled in at a place where he is really good.
People forget how highly recruited he was coming out of high school. Now, he’s in the Sun Belt
and I think he’s the best point guard in the league.”



Question for Player Melvin Johnson III: Question... How did you feel physically throughout
the game, considering last night? “The first five minutes were cool. We were obviously more
tired than what we thought we were, but I don’t want to make any excuses. I don't feel that
fatigue was a reason why we didn’t win this game. I feel that I didn't hit the shots that I was
supposed to make. They just weren't falling tonight for some reason. Our other perimeter guys,
the shots we normally hit and make, we just didn't make those shots. I feel like we guarded their
best player, we had some good offensive stops, but on the offensive end, we just weren't hitting
them tonight.”

Kendrick Washington: “We felt good going into the game. We were trying to get over
that little hump. Once they got that little lead, it was hard to get it back with them not turning it
over. We tried to fight, but I guess they are just a better team. They didn't turn over the ball,
they executed more plays. That's the basis of it. No excuses.”

Melvin Johnson III: “It was an 8 or 9 point hump that we just couldn’t get over.”

Kendrick Washington: "I think foul trouble played into it too, with a couple guys
getting into foul trouble, me in particular. I don’t want to say I softened up, but I relaxed a little
bit more because I knew I was needed more out there, than on the bench. I just wanted to stay
out there and do as much as I can.”

Question for Player, Melvin Johnson III: Question... You mentioned you were tired,
comment on the reality of shots that you would normally make, not going in? “In my mind, I
didn't feel that I was tired so I wasn’t making shots tonight. It was one of those things where
your brain wasn't linked in to your body. I'm not going to use that as an excuse though, because
mentally, I'm not tired. I didn't feel physically tired. I guess, it was just one of those days.”




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


