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NO	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 WT	 YR	 ELIG.	 HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL	
47	 Sean Adesanya	 LEO	 6-3	 230	 Jr.	 3-2	 Rahway, N.J.	/Rahway HS/Eastern Arizona JC
90	 Altan Aldemir	 DL	 6-3	 240	 Fr.	 5-4	 Plainsboro, N.J./The Peddie School
53	 Nick Allegretti	 OL	 6-4	 305	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Frankfort, Ill./Lincoln-Way East	
8	 Geronimo Allison	 WR	 6-4	 200	 Sr.	 2-1	 Tampa, Fla./Spoto HS/Iowa Western CC
16	 Rob Bain	 DL	 6-3	 305	 Jr.	 2-2	 Bolingbrook, Ill./Bolingbrook
81	 Raphael Barr	 WR	 6-2	 200	 So.	 3-3	 Etiwanda, Calif./Etiwanda HS/Citrus College (CA)
3	 Taylor Barton	 DB	 6-1	 215	 Jr.	 2-2	 Orlando, Fla./Lake Highland Prep
10	 B.J. Bello	 LB	 6-3	 225	 Jr.	 2-2	 New Lenox, Ill./Lincoln-Way West
2	 V’Angelo Bentley	 DB	 5-10	 190	 Sr.	 2-1	 Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville
21	 Man Berg	 WR	 6-2	 200	 So.	 3-3	 Sherman Oaks, Calif./La Salle
78	 Harry Black	 OL	 6-5	 285	 So.	 3-3	 Orlando, Fla./Dr. Phillips
55	 Chris Boles	 OL	 6-4	 320	 Sr.	 1-1	 Toledo, Ohio/Central Catholic
74	 Connor Brennan	 OL	 6-5	 295	 Jr.	 3-2	 Sonoma, Calif./Redwood HS/City Coll. of San Francisco
64	 Jack Broeker	 OL	 6-4	 265	 Fr.	 5-4	 Springfield, Ill./Sacred Heart Griffin
27	 Dre Brown	 RB	 5-11	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 DeKalb, Ill./DeKalb HS
86	 Desmond Cain	 WR	 5-11	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Delray Beach, Fla./American Heritage School	
8	 Dillan Cazley	 DB	 5-10	 190	 Jr.	 3-2	 Charleston, Ill./Charleston
47	 Tim Clary	 TE	 6-2	 245	 Sr.	 1-1	 Spring Grove, Ill./Richmond-Burton
11	 Chunky Clements	 DL	 6-3	 290	 Jr.	 3-2	 Dayton, Ohio/Trotwood Madison
2	 Reggie Corbin	 RB	 5-10	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Upper Marlboro, Md./Gonzaga College HS	
5	 James Crawford	 STAR	 6-2	 220	 So.	 3-3	 Deerfield, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas
7	 Chayce Crouch	 QB	 6-4	 225	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Granville, Ohio/Newark Catholic
89	 Andrew Davis	 TE	 6-6	 230	 Jr.	 3-2 	 Marion, Iowa/Marion HS/Iowa Western CC
7	 Caleb Day	 DB	 6-1	 205	 Jr.	 3-2	 Hilliard, Ohio/Hilliard Darby
67	 Christian DiLauro	 OL	 6-5	 300	 So.	 3-3	 Uniontown, Ohio/Green
26	 Cedric Doxy	 STAR	 6-2	 220	 Jr.	 2-2	 Calumet City, Ill./Thornwood
18	 Mike Dudek	 WR	 5-11	 185	 So.	 4-3	 Naperville, Ill./Neuqua Valley
28	 Jaylen Dunlap	 DB	 6-1	 190	 So.	 3-3	 Chicago, Ill./Crete-Monee
39	 Nathan Echard	 TE	 6-2	 245	 So.	 3-3	 Eureka, Mo./Eureka
23	 Henry Enyenihi	 RB	 5-11	 215	 Jr.	 2-2	 Lawrenceville, Ga./Duluth HS/Sacramento City College
66	 Jordan Fagan	 OL	 6-6	 295	 So.	 4-3	 Chula Vista, Calif./Olympian HS/Grossmont Coll. (CA) 
20	 Clayton Fejedelem	 DB	 6-1	 200	 Sr.	 1-1	 Lemont, Ill./Lemont/St. Xavier University
6	 Josh Ferguson	 RB	 5-10	 200	 Sr.	 1-1	 Naperville, Ill./Joliet Catholic
14	 Eric Finney	 STAR	 6-0	 220	 Sr.	 1-1	 Riverside, Calif./Centennial/College of the Canyons
10	 Jimmy Fitzgerald	 QB	 6-3	 220	 Fr.	 5-4	 Champaign, Ill./Centennial HS
75	 Patrick Flavin	 OL	 6-7	 300	 Sr.	 1-1	 Lisle, Ill./Benet Academy
25	 Kendrick Foster	 RB	 5-9	 200	 So.	 3-3	 Peoria, Ill./Richwoods
42	 Joe Fotu	 DL	 6-3	 285	 Sr.	 2-1	 East Oakland, Calif./San Leandro HS/Laney CC
13	 Ryan Frain	 PK/P	 6-2	 220	 Jr.	 2-2	 Indianapolis, Ind./Scecina
3	 Jeff George, Jr.	 QB	 6-3	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Indianapolis, Ind./Warren Central HS�
88	Z ach Grant	 WR	 6-0	 195	 Jr.	 2-2	 Springfield, Ill./Rochester/St. Ambrose Univ./NIU
84	 Jordan Hahn	 WR	 6-2	 195	 So.	 3-3	 Olney, Ill./East Richland
19	 Justin Hardee	 WR	 6-1	 195	 Sr.	 2-1	 Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville
38	 Samuel Harlib	 DB	 6-0	 180	 So.	 3-3	 Las Vegas, Nev./Army & Navy Academy
79	Z ach Heath	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Jr. 	 3-2	 Penryn, Calif./Del Oro HS/American River College (CA)
54	Z ach Hirth	 LS	 6-4	 220	 Jr.	 2-2	 Eureka, Mo./Eureka
30	 Julian Hylton	 DB	 6-0	 205	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Tinley Park, Ill./Lincoln-Way North
12	 Chris James	 DB	 5-11	 190	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Orange, Texas/West Orange-Stark
80	 Ainslie Johnson	 TE	 6-2	 230	 Jr.	 3-2	 Anaheim, Calif./Servite HS/Cerritos College (CA)
44	 Julian Jones	 LB	 6-2	 215	 Fr.	 5-4	 Atlanta, Ga./Westlake HS	
69	 Ted Karras	 OL	 6-4	 310	 Sr.	 1-1	 Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral
4	 Darwyn Kelly	 DB	 6-1	 210	 So.	 3-3	 Upper Marlboro, Md./H.D. Woodson
23	 Davontay Kwaaning	 DB	 5-11	 190	 Sr.	 1-1	 Chicago, Ill./Lindblom
15	 Jevaris Little	 DB	 6-0	 190	 Jr.	 2-2	 St. Petersburg, Fla./Lakewood
95	 Max Loeb	 DL 	 6-0	 300	 So.	 3-3	 Lawrenceville, Ill./Lawrenceville	
68	 Matt Long	 OL	 6-4	 290	 Fr.	 5-4	 Coal City, Ill./Coal City	
29	 Nelson Lugo	 STAR	 5-11	 200	 Jr.	 2-2	 Franklin Park, Ill./East Leyden
12	 Wes Lunt	 QB	 6-5	 225	 Jr.	 2-2	 Rochester, Ill./Rochester HS/Oklahoma State

NO	 NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               POS	
2	 V’Angelo Bentley  . . . . . .       DB
2	 Reggie Corbin  . . . . . . . .         RB
3	 Taylor Barton . . . . . . . . .          DB
3	 Jeff George, Jr. . . . . . . . .         QB
4	 Darwyn Kelly  . . . . . . . . .          DB
4	 Dionte Taylor . . . . . . . . .         WR
5	 James Crawford . . . . . .      STAR
5	 Ke’Shawn Vaughn . . . . .      RB
6	 Josh Ferguson  . . . . . . . .         RB
6	 Carroll Phillips . . . . . . . .       LEO
7	 Chayce Crouch . . . . . . . .         QB
7	 Caleb Day  . . . . . . . . . . .            DB
8	 Geronimo Allison . . . . . .      WR
8	 Dillan Cazley . . . . . . . . .          DB
9	 Sam Mays  . . . . . . . . . . .           WR
9	 Kenny Nelson . . . . . . . . . .          DL
10	 B.J. Bello . . . . . . . . . . . . .             LB
10	 Jimmy Fitzgerald . . . . . .       QB
11	 Chunky Clements . . . . . . .      DL
11	 Malik Turner . . . . . . . . . .          WR
12	 Wes Lunt . . . . . . . . . . . .             QB
12	 Chris James . . . . . . . . . .           DB
13	 Ryan Frain . . . . . . . . . .          PK/P
13	 Caleb Reams . . . . . . . . . .          TE
14	 Eric Finney . . . . . . . . . .          STAR
14	 Alex Mussat . . . . . . . . . .           QB
15	 Jevaris Little  . . . . . . . . .          DB
15	 Tyrin Stone-Davis . . . . . .      WR
16	 Rob Bain . . . . . . . . . . . . .             DL
16	 Marchie Murdock . . . . . .      WR
17	 Jihad Ward . . . . . . . . . . . .           DL
17	 Taylor Zalewski  . . . . . . . .        PK
18	 Mike Dudek  . . . . . . . . . .          WR
19	 Justin Hardee . . . . . . . . .         WR
19	 Frank Sumpter . . . . . . . .         DB
20	 Clayton Fejedelem . . . . .      DB
21	 Man Berg . . . . . . . . . . . .            WR
21	 Patrick Nelson . . . . . . . .         DB
22	 LaKeith Walls . . . . . . . . . .         LB
23	 Henry Enyenihi . . . . . . . .         RB
23	 Davontay Kwaaning . . . .     DB
24	 Darius Mosely  . . . . . . . .         DB
25	 Kendrick Foster  . . . . . . .        RB
26	 Cedric Doxy  . . . . . . . . .         STAR
26	 Cameron Tucker . . . . . . .        RB
27	 Dre Brown  . . . . . . . . . . .            RB
27	 Eaton Spence . . . . . . . . .          DB
28	 Jaylen Dunlap  . . . . . . . .         DB
29	 Nelson Lugo . . . . . . . . .         STAR
29	 T.J. Moss  . . . . . . . . . . . .             DB
30	 Julian Hylton  . . . . . . . . .          DB
30	 Jim Nudera . . . . . . . . . . . .           TE
31	 Leslie Poole . . . . . . . . . .          WR
31	 Cameron Watkins . . . . . .       DB
32	 Justice Williams . . . . . .     STAR
33	 Tré Watson . . . . . . . . . . . .           LB
34	 Mike Svetina  . . . . . . . . . .          LB
35	 Jonathan Milazzo . . . . . . .       PK
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41	 Jimmy Marchese	 LB	 6-2	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Vernon Hills, Ill./Stevenson
70	 Max Marietti	 OL	 6-5	 315	 Fr.	 5-4	 Frankfort, Ill./Lincoln Way East
56	 Michael Martin	 LS	 6-4	 225	 Jr.	 2-2	 Champaign, Ill./Centennial
76	Z eke Martin	 OL	 6-5	 285	 Fr.	 5-4	 Medina, Ohio/Medina HS	
9	 Sam Mays	 WR	 6-3	 200	 Fr.	 5-4	 Missouri City, Texas/The Kinkaid School	
45	 Henry McGrew	 LEO	 6-3	 250	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Overland Park, Kan./Blue Valley
48	 Chase McLaughlin 	 PK	 6-1	 170	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Cypress, Texas/Cypress Woods
72	 Gabe Megginson	 OL	 6-5	 300	 Fr.	 5-4	 Jacksonville, Ill./Jacksonville HS	
55	 Jamal Milan	 DL	 6-2	 310	 Fr.	 5-4	 Chicago, Ill./Al Raby HS	
35	 Jonathan Milazzo	 PK	 5-10	 170	 Fr.	 5-4	 Orland Park, Ill./Carl Sandburg
43	 Mason Monheim	 LB	 6-1	 235	 Sr.	 2-1	 Orrville, Ohio/Orrville
24	 Darius Mosely	 DB	 5-11	 190	 Jr.	 3-2	 O’Fallon, Ill./O’Fallon Township
29	 T.J. Moss	 DB	 5-11	 195	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Carpentersville, Ill./Dundee Crown
16	 Marchie Murdock	 WR	 6-1	 195	 So.	 3-3	 Arlington, Texas./Legacy
14	 Alex Mussat	 QB	 6-2	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Troy, Mich./Athens	
52	 T.J. Neal Jr.	 LB	 6-1	 235	 Jr.	 2-2	 McKeeseport, Pa./McKeeseport
9	 Kenny Nelson	 DL	 6-6	 250	 Sr.	 1-1	 Detroit, Mich./Cass Tech
46	 Luke Nelson	 P	 6-1	 205	 Jr.	 3-2	 Western Springs, Ill./Lyons Twp./College of DuPage
21	 Patrick Nelson	 DB	 6-0	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Chicago, Ill./Hales Franciscan HS	
30	 Jim Nudera	 TE	 6-1	 240	 Sr.	 1-1	 Elmhurst, Ill./York
73	 Chris O’Connor	 OL	 6-5	 300	 Sr.	 1-1	 Tinley Park, Ill./Andrew
94	 Tito Odenigbo	 DL	 6-3	 290	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Centerville, Ohio/Centerville
63	 Mike Parisi	 OL	 6-4	 275	 Fr.	 5-4	 Elk Grove Village, Ill./Elk Grove
6	 Carroll Phillips	 LEO	 6-3	 240	 Jr.	 2-2	 Miami, Fla./Miami Central HS/Coiah Lincoln CC
31	 Leslie Poole	 WR	  5-11	 185	 Sr.	 1-1	 Schaumburg, Ill./Conant 
93	 Teko Powell	 DL	 6-3	 300	 Jr.	 2-2	 Miami, Fla./Norland
13	 Caleb Reams	 TE	 6-3	 240	 Fr.	 5-4	 Gurnee, Ill./Warren Township HS	
38	 David Reisner	 PK	 6-0	 195	 Jr.	 2-2	 Bartlett, Ill./South Elgin/Navy
36	 Austin Roberts	 LB	 6-2	 230	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Rice Lake, Wis./Rice Lake
85	 Brandon Roberts	 DL	 6-3	 265	 So.	 3-3	 Peoria, Ill./Richwoods
57	 Austin Schmidt	 OL	 6-6	 300	 Jr.	 3-2	 Galena, Ohio/Olentangy
49	 Conner Schmidt	 STAR	 5-11	 195	 So.	 3-3	 Lincoln, Ill./Lincoln Community
91	 Dawuane Smoot	 LEO	 6-3	 265	 Jr.	 3-2	 Groveport, Ohio/Groveport Madison
52	 Adam Solomon	 OL	 6-5	 315	 Fr.	 5-4	 Indianapolis, Ind./Bishop Chatard HS	
27	 Eaton Spence	 DB	 6-0	 190	 Sr.	 1-1	 Belle Glade, Fla./Glades Day
71	 Joe Spencer	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Jr.	 2-2	 Mason, Ohio/Mason	
15	 Tyrin Stone-Davis	 WR	 6-3	 200	 Jr.	 2-2	 Philadelphia, Pa./Mastbaum Area VTS/Pierce Col. (CA)
19	 Frank Sumpter	 DB	 5-10	 175	 Fr.	 5-4	 Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville HS	
34	 Mike Svetina	 LB	 6-2	 235	 Jr.	 2-2	 Brunswick, Ohio/St. Ignatius
4	 Dionte Taylor	 WR	 6-0	 190	 Jr.	 3-2	 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla./University School
37	 Dennis Thurow	 DB	 6-1	 205	 So.	 3-3	 Naperville, Ill./Neuqua Valley
26	 Cameron Tucker	 RB	 5-8	 200	 Sr.	 1-1	 River Forest, Ill./Nazareth Academy
40	 Ryan Tucker	 P	 6-3	 185	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Chicago, Ill./Marist
11	 Malik Turner	 WR	 6-3	 205	 So.	 4-3	 Springfield, Ill./Sacred Heart-Griffin
5	 Ke’Shawn Vaughn	 RB	 5-10	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Antioch, Tenn./Pearl-Cohn HS	
46	 Ikjot Wahi	 DE	 6-3	 225	 Fr.	 5-4	 Darien, Ill./Hinsdale South
83	 Bobby Walker	 TE	 6-4	 215	 Fr.	 5-4	 Golf, Ill./Loyola Academy
22	 LaKeith Walls	 LB	 6-2	 235	 Jr.	 2-2	 Cleveland, Ohio/Rhodes
65	 Ryan Walton 	 DL	 6-6	 260	 So.	 3-3	 Crestwood, Ill./Oak Forest
17	 Jihad Ward	 DL	 6-6	 295	 Sr.	 2-1	 Philadelphia, Pa./Bok Vo-Tech HS/Globe Tech (NY)
31	 Cameron Watkins	 DB	 6-0	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Madison, Tenn./Pearl-Cohn HS	
33	 Tré Watson	 LB	 6-2	 240	 r-Fr.	 4-4	 Tampa, Fla./Tampa Catholic
35	 Sean White	 LB	 6-0	 230	 Sr.	 2-2	 Casey, Ill./Casey-Westfield	
87	 Tyler White	 TE	 6-5	 255	 Jr.	 3-2	 Kalamazoo, Mich./Plainwell
32	 Justice Williams	 STAR	 6-3	 210	 Fr.	 5-4	 Frisco, Texas	/Wakeland HS
17	 Taylor Zalewski	 PK	 6-3	 225	 Sr.	 1-1	 Orland Park, Ill./Carl Sandburg

35	 Sean White . . . . . . . . . . . .           LB
36	 Austin Roberts . . . . . . . . .         LB
37	 Dennis Thurow . . . . . . . .         DB
38	 Samuel Harlib . . . . . . . .         DB
38	 David Reisner  . . . . . . . . .         PK
39	 Nathan Echard . . . . . . . . .        TE
40	 Ryan Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . .            P
41	 Jimmy Marchese  . . . . . . .       LB
42	 Joe Fotu . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              DL
43	 Mason Monheim . . . . . . . .       LB
44	 Julian Jones . . . . . . . . . . .           LB
45	 Henry McGrew  . . . . . . . .        LEO
46	 Luke Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . .            P
46	 Ikjot Wahi . . . . . . . . . . . . .            DE
47	 Sean Adesanya  . . . . . . .       LEO
47	 Tim Clary . . . . . . . . . . . . .             TE
48	 Chase McLaughlin . . . . . .      PK
49	 Conner Schmidt . . . . . .      STAR
52	 T.J. Neal Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . .           LB
52	 Adam Solomon . . . . . . . . .        OL
53	 Nick Allegretti  . . . . . . . . .         OL
54	Z ach Hirth . . . . . . . . . . . .            LS
55	 Chris Boles  . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
55	 Jamal Milan . . . . . . . . . . .           DL
56	 Michael Martin . . . . . . . . .        LS
57	 Austin Schmidt  . . . . . . . .        OL
63	 Mike Parisi . . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
64	 Jack Broeker . . . . . . . . . . .          OL
65	 Ryan Walton . . . . . . . . . . .          OL
66	 Jordan Fagan . . . . . . . . . .          OL
67	 Christian DiLauro . . . . . . .      OL
68	 Matt Long  . . . . . . . . . . . .            OL
69	 Ted Karras . . . . . . . . . . . .            OL
70	 Max Marietti . . . . . . . . . . .          OL
71	 Joe Spencer . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
72	 Gabe Megginson  . . . . . . .       OL
73	 Chris O’Connor . . . . . . . . .        OL
74	 Connor Brennan . . . . . . . .       OL
75	 Patrick Flavin . . . . . . . . . .         OL
76	Z eke Martin . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
78	 Harry Black  . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
79	Z ach Heath  . . . . . . . . . . .           OL
80	 Ainslie Johnson  . . . . . . . .        TE
81	 Raphael Barr . . . . . . . . .         WR
83	 Bobby Walker . . . . . . . . . .          TE
84	 Jordan Hahn . . . . . . . . . .          WR
85	 Brandon Roberts . . . . . . .       DL
86	 Desmond Cain . . . . . . . .        WR
87	 Tyler White . . . . . . . . . . . .            TE
88	Z ach Grant . . . . . . . . . . .           WR
89	 Andrew Davis . . . . . . . . . .         TE
90	 Altan Aldemir . . . . . . . . . .         DL
91	 Dawuane Smoot . . . . . . .      LEO
93	 Teko Powell  . . . . . . . . . . .           DL
94	 Tito Odenigbo . . . . . . . . . .         DL
95	 Max Loeb . . . . . . . . . . . . .             DL
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2015 illinois Newcomers
Seniors (22)
Geronimo Allison
V’Angelo Bentley
Chris Boles
Tim Clary
Clayton Fejedelem
Josh Ferguson
Eric Finney
Pat Flavin
Joe Fotu
Justin Hardee
Ted Karras
Davontay Kwaaning
Mason Monheim
Kenny Nelson
James Nudera
Chris O’Connor
Leslie Poole
Eaton Spence
Cameron Tucker
Jihad Ward
Sean White
Taylor Zalewski

Juniors (34)
Sean Adesanya
Rob Bain
Taylor Barton
B.J. Bello
Connor Brennan
Dillan Cazley
Chunky Clements
Andrew Davis
Caleb Day
Cedric Doxy
Henry Enyenihi
Ryan Frain
Zach Grant
Zach Heath
Zach Hirth
Ainslie Johnson
Jevaris Little
Nelson Lugo
Wes Lunt
Michael Martin
Darius Mosely
T.J. Neal
Luke Nelson
Carroll Phillips
Teko Powell
David Reisner
Austin Schmidt
Dawuane Smoot
Joe Spencer
Tyrin Stone-Davis
Mike Svetina
Dionte Taylor
LaKeith Walls
Tyler White

Sophomores (20)
Raphael Barr
Man Berg
Harry Black
James Crawford
Christian DiLauro
Mike Dudek
Jaylen Dunlap
Nathan Echard
Jordan Fagan
Kendrick Foster
Jordan Hahn
Samuel Harlib
Darwyn Kelly
Max Loeb
Marchie Murdock
Brandon Roberts
Conner Schmidt
Dennis Thurow
Malik Turner
Ryan Walton

Redshirt Freshmen (11)
Nick Allegretti
Chayce Crouch
Julian Hylton
Chris James
Henry McGrew
Chase McLaughlin
T.J. Moss
Tito Odenigbo
Austin Roberts
Ryan Tucker
Tré Watson

Freshmen (27)
Altan Aldemir
Jack Broeker
Dre Brown
Desmond Cain
Reggie Corbin
Jimmy Fitzgerald
Jeff George, Jr.
Julian Jones
Matt Long
Jimmy Marchese
Max Marietti
Zeke Martin
Sam Mays
Gabe Megginson
Jamal Milan
Jonathan Milazzo
Alex Mussat
Patrick Nelson
Mike Parisi
Caleb Reams
Adam Solomon
Frank Sumpter
Ke’Shawn Vaughn
Ikjot Wahi
Bobby Walker
Cameron Watkins
Justice Williams

2015 ROSTER BY CLASS

Quarterbacks (5)
Chayse Crouch
Jimmy Fitzgerald
Jeff Georige, Jr.
Wes Lunt
Alex Mussat

Running Backs (7)
Dre Brown
Reggie Corbin
Henry Enyenihi
Josh Ferguson
Kendrick Foster
Cameron Tucker
Ke’Shawn Vaughn

Tight Ends (8)
Tim Clary
Andrew Davis
Nathan Echard
Ainslie Johnson
Jim Nudera
Caleb Reams
Bobby Walker
Tyler White

Wide Receivers (14)
Geronimo Allison
Raphael Barr
Man Berg
Desmond Cain
Mike Dudek
Zach Grant
Jordan Hahn
Justin Hardee
Sam Mays
Marchie Murdock
Leslie Poole
Tyrin Stone-Davis
Dionte Taylor
Malik Turner

Offensive Line (19)
Nick Allegretti
Harry Black
Chris Boles
Connor Brennan
Jack Broeker
Christian DiLauro
Jordan Fagan
Pat Flavin
Zach Heath
Ted Karras
Matt Long
Max Marietti
Zeke Martin
Gabe Megginson
Chris O’Connor
Mike Parisi
Austin Schmidt
Adam Solomon
Joe Spencer

Defensive Line (13)
Altan Aldermir
Rob Bain
Chunky Clements
Joe Fotu
Max Loeb
Jamal Milan
Kenny Nelson
Tito Odenigbo
Teko Powell
Brandon Roberts
Ikjot Wahi
Ryan Walton
Jihad Ward

LEOS (4)
Sean Adesanya
Henry McGrew
Carroll Phillips
Dawuane Smoot

Linebackers (10)
B.J. Bello
Julian Jones
Jimmy Marchese
Mason Monheim
T.J. Neal
Austin Roberts
Mike Svetina
LaKeith Walls
Tré Watson
Sean White

Stars (6)
James Crawford
Cedric Doxy
Eric Finney
Nelson Lugo
Conner Schmidt
Justice Williams

Defensive Backs (19)
Taylor Barton
V’Angelo Bentley
Dillan Cazley
Caleb Day
Jaylen Dunlap
Clayton Fejedelem
Samuel Harlib
Julian Hylton
Chris James
Darwyn Kelly
Davontay Kwaaning
Jevaris Little
Darius Mosely
T.J. Moss
Patrick Nelson
Eaton Spence
Frank Sumpter
Dennis Thurow
Cameron Watkins

Punters (3)
Ryan Frain
Luke Nelson
Ryan Tucker

Placekickers (5)
Ryan Frain
Chase McLaughlin
Jonathan Milazzo
David Reisner
Taylor Zalewski

Long Snappers (2)
Zach Hirth
Michael Martin

2015 ROSTER BY POSITION

2015 Signees (17)
NO	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 WT	 YR	 ELIG.	 HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL	
27	 Dre Brown*	 RB	 5-11	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 DeKalb, Ill./DeKalb HS
86	 Desmond Cain	 WR	 5-11	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Delray Beach, Fla./American Heritage School	
2	 Reggie Corbin	 RB	 5-10	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Upper Marlboro, Md./Gonzaga College HS	
10	 Jimmy Fitzgerald*	 QB	 6-3	 220	 Fr.	 5-4	 Champaign, Ill./Centennial HS
3	 Jeff George, Jr.*	 QB	 6-3	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Indianapolis, Ind./Warren Central HS�
44	 Julian Jones	 LB	 6-2	 215	 Fr.	 5-4	 Atlanta, Ga./Westlake HS	
76	Z eke Martin	 OL	 6-5	 285	 Fr.	 5-4	 Medina, Ohio/Medina HS	
9	 Sam Mays	 WR	 6-3	 200	 Fr.	 5-4	 Missouri City, Texas/The Kinkaid School	
72	 Gabe Megginson	 OL	 6-5	 300	 Fr.	 5-4	 Jacksonville, Ill./Jacksonville HS	
55	 Jamal Milan	 DL	 6-2	 310	 Fr.	 5-4	 Chicago, Ill./Al Raby HS	
21	 Patrick Nelson	 DB	 6-0	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Chicago, Ill./Hales Franciscan HS	
13	 Caleb Reams	 TE	 6-3	 240	 Fr.	 5-4	 Gurnee, Ill./Warren Township HS	
52	 Adam Solomon	 OL	 6-5	 315	 Fr.	 5-4	 Indianapolis, Ind./Bishop Chatard HS	
19	 Frank Sumpter	 DB	 5-10	 175	 Fr.	 5-4	 Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville HS	
5	 Ke’Shawn Vaughn	 RB	 5-10	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Antioch, Tenn./Pearl-Cohn HS	
31	 Cameron Watkins	 DB	 6-0	 185	 Fr.	 5-4	 Madison, Tenn./Pearl-Cohn HS	
32	 Justice Williams	 STAR	 6-3	 210	 Fr.	 5-4	 Frisco, Texas/Wakeland HS

2015 Junior College Transfers (7)
NO	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 WT	 YR	 ELIG.	 HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL	
47	 Sean Adesanya	 LEO	 6-3	 230	 Jr.	 3-2	 Rahway, N.J./Rahway HS/Eastern Arizona JC
74	 Connor Brennan*	 OL	 6-5	 295	 Jr.	 3-2	 Sonoma, Calif./Redwood HS/City Coll. of San Francisco
89	 Andrew Davis*	 TE	 6-6	 230	 Jr.	 3-2 	 Marion, Iowa/Marion HS/Iowa Western CC
23	 Henry Enyenihi*	 RB	 5-11	 215	 Jr.	 2-2	 Lawrenceville, Ga./Duluth HS/Sacramento City College
66	 Jordan Fagan*	 OL	 6-6	 295	 So.	 4-3	 Chula Vista, Calif./Olympian HS/Grossmont Coll. (CA) 
79	Z ach Heath*	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Jr. 	 3-2	 Penryn, Calif./Del Oro HS/American River College (CA)
80	 Ainslie Johnson*	 TE	 6-2	 230	 Jr.	 3-2	 Anaheim, Calif./Servite HS/Cerritos College (CA)

Walk-Ons Added to Roster for 2015 (14)
NO	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 WT	 YR	 ELIG.	 HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL	
90	 Altan Aldemir	 DL	 6-3	 240	 Fr.	 5-4	 Sherman Oaks, Calif./The Peddie School
64	 Jack Broeker	 OL	 6-4	 265	 Fr.	 5-4	 Springfield, Ill./Sacred Heart Griffin
84	 Jordan Hahn	 WR	 6-2	 195	 So.	 3-3	 Olney, Ill./East Richland
95	 Max Loeb	 DL 	 6-0	 300	 So.	 3-3	 Lawrenceville, Ill./Lawrenceville	
68	 Matt Long	 OL	 6-4	 290	 Fr.	 5-4	 Coal City, Ill./Coal City	
41	 Jimmy Marchese	 LB	 6-2	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Vernon Hills, Ill./Stevenson
70	 Max Marietti	 OL	 6-5	 315	 Fr.	 5-4	 Frankfort, Ill./Lincoln Way East
35	 Jonathan Milazzo	 PK	 5-10	 170	 Fr.	 5-4	 Orland Park, Ill./Carl Sandburg
14	 Alex Mussat	 QB	 6-2	 205	 Fr.	 5-4	 Troy, Mich./Athens	
46	 Luke Nelson	 P	 6-1	 205	 Jr.	 3-2	 Western Springs, Ill./Lyons Twp./College of DuPage
63	 Mike Parisi	 OL	 6-4	 275	 Fr.	 5-4	 Elk Grove Village, Ill./Elk Grove
46	 Ikjot Wahi	 DE	 6-3	 225	 Fr.	 5-4	 Darien, Ill./Hinsdale South
83	 Bobby Walker	 LS	 6-4	 225	 Fr.	 5-4	 Golf, Ill./Loyola Academy
65	 Ryan Walton	 DL	 6-6	 260	 So.	 3-3	 Crestwood, Ill./Oak Forest

* Early enrollee, Jan. 2015
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47  Sean Adesanya
LEO, 6-3, 230, Jr.
Rahway, N.J. / Rahway HS / Eastern Arizona JC

Pronunciation: ah-de-SAN-ya

Junior College: Three-star 
recruit by 247sports, ESPN.
com and Rivals … Ranked 
as the No. 1 junior college 
prospect in Arizona by 
247sports and as the No. 
14 overall JUCO prospect 
nationally by ESPN.com … 
Ranked as No. 6 weakside 
defenseive end by 247sports 
… Had 47 tackles, 5.5 sacks, 
eight pass break-ups and one 

fumble recovery for Eastern Arizona in 2014.

High School: Team MVP after posting 65 tackles, 3.5 sacks and 
five pass break-ups as a senior.

Personal: Born July 31, 1994, in Nigeria … Full name is 
Olowaseun Adesanya … Goes by “Sean” … Son of Idowu and 
Kemi Adesanya … Has two sisters … Plans to major in sport 
management.

90  Altan Aldemir
DL, 6-3, 240, Fr.
Plainsboro, N.J. / The Peddie School

High School: Played in the 
CVC Conference ... Coached 
by Skip Evans.  

Personal: Born September 
25, 1996 ... Son of Abdul 
and Oya Aldemir ... Has one 
brother ... Favorite athlete 
is Zlatan Ibrahimoic (soccer 
player) because of high self 
confidence ... Plans to major 
in finance 

53  Nick Allegretti
OL, 6-4, 305, R-Fr.
FrankforT, Ill. / Lincoln-way East

Pronunciation: al-uh-GRET-ee

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season. 

High School: 2013 U.S. Army 
All-American … Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals, 
Scout and 247Sports … 
Ranked the No. 8 center in 
the nation by Rivals and 
Scout, and the No. 11 center 
in the nation by 247sports 
… Ranked the No. 19 player 

in Illinois by Scout and No. 20 by Rivals … Consensus first-
team All-State and Chicago Sun-Times All-Area in 2013 after 
anchoring an offense that averaged over 30 points per game 
and reached the IHSA class 7A quarterfinals … Had 56 pancake 
blocks in 2013 and 125 career pancakes … 3-time All-Southwest 
Suburban Blue selection … Did not allow a sack during his entire 
junior and senior seasons … Four-year letterwinner in wrestling, 
finishing with a 45-2 record and placing third in class 3A in 2014.

Personal: Born April 21, 1996 … Son of Carl and Tammy 
Allegretti … Has one brother, Joey, who is a student at Illinois … 
Father played football at Butler University and is the Chairman 
and CEO of Deloitte Tax LLP … Two uncles also played football at 
Butler ... Honor roll student … National Honor Society member … 
Two-time academic All-State … Says he loved watching former 
Illini QB Juice Williams play while growing up … Says Lincoln-
Way East alum and current Washington Redskins OL Adam Gettis 
is his favorite athlete … Majoring in accountancy.

8  Geronimo Allison
WR, 6-4, 200, Sr.
Tampa, Fla. / Spoto HS / Iowa Western CC

2014 Junior: Played and 
started 12 of 13 games, 
missing the Texas State 
game with an injury ... 
Snagged 41 passes for 598 
yards and five touchdowns 
on the season ... Led the 
Illini in receiving yards (118) 
with one touchdown on five 
catches at Nebraska, giving 
him back-to-back 100-yard 
games ... Reeled in his first 

two touchdowns as an Illini at Washington ... Totaled a career 
high in receptions (8) and 97 yards against Western Kentucky ... 
Started in his Illini debut against Youngstown State and recorded 
his first two catches as an Illini, totaling 42 yards ... Enrolled 
at Illinois in January and participated in 2014 spring practices. 

Junior College: Three-star recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals, Scout and 
247Sports ... Ranked the No. 7 junior college WR by Rivals and the 
No. 73 overall JUCO prospect by Rivals ... Ranked the No. 15 JUCO 
wide receiver and the No. 73 overall JUCO player by 247Sports ... 
2013 second-team Junior College All-American and first-team 
All-Midwest Football Conference ... Led team to an 11-1 record 
in 2013, including a win over No. 5 Butler in the Graphic Edge 
Bowl, with 69 catches for 872 yards and eight touchdowns, 
leading the Midwest Football Conference in all three categories 
... Iowa Western finished 2013 ranked No. 2 in the NJCAA final 
national poll ... Helped Iowa Western win the 2012 NJCAA National 
Championship with a perfect 11-0 record alongside former Illini 
Martize Barr and Dallas Hinkhouse.

High School: Had 26 receptions for 567 yards (21.8 ypc) and 
four touchdowns as a senior in 2013 ... Did not play football as 
a sophomore or junior ... Also lettered two years in baseball at 
Spoto H.S.

Personal: Born Jan. 18, 1994 ... Son of Melissa Golver ... Has one 
brother ... Majoring in communication.

CAREER HIGHS
Carries: - 
Rushing Yards: -
Long Run: -
Rushing Touchdowns: -
Receptions: 8 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Receiving Yards: 160 at Washington, 9/13/14
Long Reception: 60 at Washington, 9/13/14
Receiving Touchdowns: 2 at Washington, 9/13/14
All-Purpose Yards: 160 at Washington, 9/13/14

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2014	 12	 41	 598	 14.6	 49.8	 5	 60

RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 2-43	 0	 43
WKU	 0-0	 0	 0	 8-97	 0	 30
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 0	 6-160	 2	 60
TXST			  DNP-Injured
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-118	 1	 58
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-31	 1	 9
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 4-20	 1	 9
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-30	 0	 22

@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-5	 0	 5
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-11	 0	 0
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-11	 0	 8
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*	 0-0	 0	 --	 4-72	 0	 20
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

16  Rob Bain
DL, 6-3, 305, JR.
Bolingbrook, IlL. / Bolingbrook

• Big Ten Distinguished Scholar (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2013 & 2014)

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in all 13 games, starting 
seven ... Had 29 tackles, 
four TFLs and a sack ... 
Recorded first career sack 
in Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas 
Bowl ... Made his first career 
start and had career-high six 
tackles vs. Purdue ... Big Ten 
Distinguished Scholar (3.7+ 
GPA) and Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree. 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: Played in 10 games ... Totaled seven 
tackles ... Recorded his first career QB hurry against Ohio State ... 
Set a career high with three tackles against Miami (Ohio) ... Made 
Illini debut against SIU ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com ... 
Named to the 2012 SuperPrep Midwest team ... Listed as the No. 
22 prospect in the state of Illinois by Rivals.com ... Helped team 
to 2011 Illinois Class 8A state championship ... Named a first-
team All-State selection by the Chicago Tribune in 2011 ... Named 
to the 2011 Class 8A All-State team by the Illinois High School 
Football Coaches Association ... 2011 All-Southwest Suburban 
Blue Conference selection ... Three-time All-Conference selection 
... One of the top heavyweight wrestlers in Illinois … High school 
coach was John Ivlow. 

Personal: Son of Cynthia and Richard Bain ... Born June 9, 1994  
… Is the youngest of four brothers ... Brother, Ryan, played 
defensive line at Iowa and Akron ... Posted a 4.07 GPA in high 
school ... Chose Illinois over Northern Illinois, Western Michigan, 
Ball State and Bowling Green, among others ... Majoring in 
communication. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 6 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14
Solos: 3, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
TFLs: 2 at Washington, 9/13/14
Sacks: 1.0 vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14
QB Hurries: 1 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 10	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
2014	 13	 15	 14	 29	 4.0-17	 1.0-9	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 23	 17	 19	 36	 4.0-17	 1.0-9	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0

BAin Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 2	 0	 2	 2.0-6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 2	 3	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 3	 3	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
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LT*	 3	 0	 3	 1-9	 1-9	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU					     DNP 
@PSU					     DNP
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

81  Raphael Barr
WR, 6-2, 200, So.
Etiwanda, Calif. / Etiwanda HS / Citrus College (CA)

2014 Sophomore: Redshirted 
the 2014 season. 

Junior College: Honorable 
mention All-Central 
Conference after recording 27 
receptions for 408 yards (15.1 
ypc) and six touchdowns in 
2013 … Also returned six 
kickoffs for 186 yards (31.0 
ypr) in his lone season at 
Citrus College.

High School: 2012 All-Inland Valley first team Offense and All-
Baseline League after hauling in 60 receptions for 950 yards and 
racking up 410 yards returning kicks during a 10-game season 
… High school coach was Steven Bryce … Three-year varsity 
letterwinner in football and track.

Personal: Born Dec. 9, 1993 ... Goes by “Raff”… Son of Ernest 
and Jacqueline Cole Barr… Has one brother and five sisters … 
Majoring in communication.

3  Taylor Barton
DB, 6-1, 215, Jr.
Orlando, Fla. / Lake Highland Prep

• Honorable Mention All-Big Ten

2014 Sophomore: Honorable 
mention All-Big Ten ... Started 
the first 11 games and the 
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl 
at free safety, recording 100 
tackles, an interception, 
two pass breakups and two 
forced fumbles ... Ranked 
11th in the Big Ten in tackles 
per game (8.3) ... Tied for the 
team lead with eight tackles 
against Penn State and 

registered one PBU ... Set a career high with 14 tackles against 
Texas State ... Notched his first career forced fumble, and also 
had a 77-yard pick-six in the fourth quarter to give UI an eight-
point lead against WKU.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: Played in 11 games and started the 
first five at free safety ... Recorded his first two career PBUs 
against Northwestern ... Had a career-high eight tackles against 
Miami (Ohio) ... Notched his first career interception against 
Cincinnati and recorded seven tackles. 

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: Rated a three-star recruit by Rivals.com ... Named 
a second-team Florida Class 4A All-State selection in 2011 after 
posting 67 tackles, three interceptions, three sacks and forcing 

four fumbles ... Posted 93 tackles, two interceptions and three 
fumble recoveries in 2010 ... High school coach was Tim Borcky. 

Personal: Full name is Taylor Colson Barton ... Son of Mary and 
Don Barton ... Born Oct. 16, 1993 ... Chose Illinois over Syracuse 
and others ... Majoring in communication. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 14 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Solos: 6, 3x (last at Nebraska 9/27/14)
TFLs: 0.5 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: 1, 2x (last vs. Iowa, 11/15/14)
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: 2 vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13
Interception: 1, 2x (last vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14)
Interception Return Yards: 77 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Touchdowns: 1 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14

Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 11	 13	 21	 34	 0.0-0	 0.0-0	 1-0	 2	 0	 0-0
2014	 12	 44	 56	 100	 1.0-2	 0.0-0	 1-77	 2	 0	 2-0
TOTAL	 23	 57	 77	 134	 1.0-2	 0.0-0	 2-77	 4	 0	 2-0

BARTON Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 6	 7	 13	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 4	 4	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 1-77	 0	 0	 1-0
@WASH	 6	 2	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
TXST	 5	 9	 14	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 5	 6	 11	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 1	 3	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 3	 2	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 4	 5	 9	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 5	 7	 12	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
PSU	 1	 7	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*	 2	 2	 4	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 1-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 4	 4	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS					     DNP - INJURED
MSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 1	 3	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-0

10  B.J. Bello
LB, 6-3, 225, Jr.
New Lenox, Ill. / Lincoln-Way West

2014 Sophomore: Recorded 
three tackles in nine games 
played (WKU, WASH, TXST, 
NEB, PUR, WIS, OSU, NW, LT) 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in four games and 
totaled four tackles ... Had two 
tackles against Cincinnati ... 
Made Illini debut and his first 
career tackle against SIU.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High school: Rated a two-star recruit by Rivals.com and Scout.
com ... Named All-Area by the Joliet Herald-News ... Had 81 
tackles, three TFLs, one forced fumble and one interception in 
2011, leading Lincoln-Way West to a second-straight IHSA Class 
5A playoff appearance ... High school coach was Mark Vanderkooi 
... Also an All-State track performer. 

Personal: Son of Adebukola and Lawrence Bello ... Born Oct. 
31, 1994 ... Full given name is Amin Babajide Bello ... Cousin 
of former Illini defensive back Supo Sanni ... Chose Illinois over 
Minnesota, Western Michigan, Toledo, Ball State and Bowling 
Green ... Majoring in community health.

Career Highs
Tackles: 2, twice (last at Nebraka, 9/17/14)
Solos: -
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 4	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 9	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 13	 0	 7	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

BELLO Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP - INJURED
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN					     DNP
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA					     DNP
PSU					     DNP
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH					     DNP
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB					     DNP
WIS	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU					     DNP 
@PSU					     DNP
@IND					     DNP
OSU					     DNP
@PUR					     DNP
NW					     DNP

2  V’Angelo Bentley
DB, 5-10, 190, SR.
Cleveland, Ohio / Glenville

Pronunciation: vee-AN-juh-low

• 2015 Hornung Award Preseason Watch List (Most Versatile)
• �Only player in Illinois history with a KR, PR, INT & FUM returns 

for TD in career
• Honorable Mention All-Big Ten (2014)
• 15th in the nation in combined kick return yards (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in May 2015

2014 Junior: Honorable 
Mention All-Big Ten ... 
Started 12 of 13 games, 
missing the Northwestern 
game because of injury ... 
Recorded 46 tackles, 3.5 
TFLs, an interception, two 
PBUs and two forced fumbles 
...  Also had an interception 
return for TD (TXST) and a 
fumble return for TD (game-
winning TD vs. MINN) ... Led 

the team with 692 kick return yards and 123 punt return yards 
... Only player in Illinois history with a kickoff return, punt return, 
interception return and fumble return for TD in his career ... 
Finished 15th in FBS and third in the Big Ten in combined kick 
returns with 815 total return yards ... Had game-winning 12-yard 
fumble return for a TD against Minnesota in fourth quarter, 
earning an ESPN Helmet Sticker ... Recorded a career-high eight 
tackles, including a career-high two TFLs, at Wisconsin ... Added 
to his list of highlight-reel plays with a 45-yard interception 
return for a touchdown and a 40-yard punt return against Texas 
State ... Named to Paul Hornung Award Preseason Watch list.



The FIGHTING ILLINI

2015 Illinois Football Record Book  //  17

The FIGHTING ILLINI

2013 Sophomore: Played in 10 games and started at cornerback 
in eight, while also serving as the primary return man ... Led the 
Big Ten and ranked seventh nationally in punt return average 
(15.8), a mark that ranked third in a season in school history ... 
Became the first player in Illinois history to return a punt and a 
kickoff for touchdowns in the same season ... Earned Illinois Point 
Award as top Defensive Skill Player at annual postseason banquet 
... Posted 22 tackles, one interception, 4.0 TFLs, two PBUs and one 
QB hurry on defense ... Returned 31 kickoffs for 663 yards (21.4 
ypr) with one touchdown, and returned 12 punts for 189 yards 
(15.8 ypr) with one touchdown on the campaign ... Picked off his 
first career pass to seal the win at Purdue ... Returned a punt 67 
yards for a touchdown against Ohio State ... Returned a kickoff 
100 yards for a touchdown against SIU, tying the longest play in 
school history and marking the longest return by a single player 
in school history ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Freshman: Played in all 12 games as a true-freshman, 
totaling 11 tackles, three pass break-ups, one forced fumble 
and one blocked kick ... Forced his first career forced fumble at 
Wisconsin ... Blocked a field goal, marking the first block of the 
year for the Illini, and recorded one tackle against Penn State 
... Made first career tackle and had three PBUs in victory over 
Charleston Southern.

High School: Rated a three-star recruit by Rivals.com and 
Scout.com ... Rated as the No. 19 cornerback nationally by Tom 
Lemming ... Played in the Semper Fi All-America Game in Arizona 
... Glenville won 2011 Cleveland city championship ... Member of 
2009 team that played in the Division 1 state title game ... Runs 
a 4.47 40-yard dash ... Also was a key member of Glenville’s track 
and field squad ... High school teammate of fellow Illini signee 
Justin Hardee ... High school coach was Ted Ginn, Sr. 

Personal: Full name is V’Angelo Demerius Bentley ... First name 
pronounced vee-AN-juh-low … Son of Vernon Bentley and Angela 
Pope ... Born Nov. 4, 1993 ... Chose Illinois over Iowa, Kansas, 
Pittsburgh, Air Force, Toledo, Ohio, Kent State and Bowling 
Green ... Mother, Angela, served two tours in the Afghanistan 
war and retired from the Air Force after 25 years of service ... 
Earned bachelor’s degree in communication from Illinois in May 
2015 and is currently enrolled in Recreation, Sport and Tourism 
master’s program.

Career Highs
Tackles: 8 at Wisconsin, 10/11/14
Solos: 4 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
TFLs: 2.0 at Wisconsin, 10/11/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: 1 vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13
Fumbles Forced: 1 at Wisconsin, 10/6/12
Fumbles Recovered: 1, twice (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Fumble Return Yards: 12 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
Fumble Return Touchdowns: 1 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
PBUs: 3 vs. Charleston Southern, 9/15/12
Interceptions: 1, twice (last vs. Texas Sate, 9/20/14)
Interception Return Yards: 45 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Interception Return Touchdowns: 1 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Blocked FG: 1 vs. Penn State, 9/29/12
Kickoff Returns: 6, twice (last vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13)
Kickoff Return Yardage: 139 at Washington, 9/13/2014
Long Kickoff Return: 100 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Kickoff Return Touchdowns: 1 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Punt Returns: 3 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13
Punt Return Yardage: 82 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13
Long Punt Return: 67 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13
Punt Return Touchdowns: 1 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13
All-Purpose Yards: 175 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 12	 8	 3	 11	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 3	 0	 1-0
2013	 10	 13	 9	 22	 4.0-12	 0-0	 1-6	 2	 1	 0-0
2014	 12	 20	 26	 46	 3.5-7	 0-0	 1-45	 2	 0	 0-2
TOTAL	 34	 41	 38	 79	 7.5-19	 0-0	 2-51	 7	 1	 1-2

Kick return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2012	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --
2013	 31	 663	 21.4	 1	 100
2014	 32	 692	 21.6	 0	 67
TOTAL	 63	 1,355	 21.5	 1	 100

Punt return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2012	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --
2013	 12	 189	 15.8	 1	 67
2014	 12	 123	 10.2	 0	 40
TOTAL	 24	 312	 13.0	 1	 67

BENTLEY Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	 UA	 AS	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 6	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
WKU	 4	 2	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
@WASH	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 1-45	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 5	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 1	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 6	 2	 8	 2.0-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 2	 1	 3	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
@OSU	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 2	 3	 5	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 2	 2	 4	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 3	 3	 6	 1.0-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU					     DNP - INJURED 
@PSU					     DNP - INJURED
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 2	 0	 2	 1.0-6	 0-0	 1-6	 2	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0

2012	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
WMU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@ASU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 3	 0	 0-0
LT	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS 	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
@MICH	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IND	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU 	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MINN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

BENTLEY KICK/PUNT RETURN game-by-game
2014	 KR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG	 PR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
YSU	 2-87	 43.5	 0	 67	 1-3	 3.0	 0	 3
WKU	 5-98	 19.6	 0	 24	 2-22	 11.0	 0	 14
@WASH	 5-139	 27.8	 0	 32	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0.0	 0	 --	 1-40	 40.0	 0	 40
@NEB	 1-28	 28.0	 0	 28	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
PUR	 6-71	 11.8	 0	 29	 2-2	 1.0	 0	 5
@WIS	 5-131	 26.2	 0	 35	 2-39	 19.5	 0	 30
MIN	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 3-17	 5.7	 0	 10
@OSU	 2-33	 16.5	 0	 17	 1-0	 0.0	 0	 0
IOWA	 2-32	 16.0	 0	 23	 0-0	 0.0	 0	 --
PSU	 1-7	 7.0	 0	 7	 0-0	 0.0	 0	 --
@NW				   DNP - INJURED
LT*	 3-66	 22.0	 0	 26	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 --
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	 KR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG	 PR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
SIU	 2-120	 60.0	 1	 100	 1-5	 5.0	 0	 5
CIN	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 2-29	 14.5	 0	 26
vs. WASH	 4-105	 26.3	 0	 27	 1-2	 2.0	 0	 2
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 2-59	 29.5	 0	 50
@NEB	 3-64	 21.3	 0	 26	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
WIS	 1-19	 19.0	 0	 19	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
MSU				   DNP - INJURED
@PSU				   DNP - INJURED
@IND	 6-96	 16.0	 0	 21	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
OSU	 7-93	 13.3	 0	 19	 3-82	 24.0	 1	 67
@PUR	 2-32	 16.0	 0	 20	 2-3	 1.5	 0	 2
NW	 6-134	 22.3	 0	 31	 1-9	 9.0	 0	 9

21  Man Berg
WR, 6-2, 200, So.
Sherman Oaks, Calif. / La Salle

2014 RS Freshman: Member 
of UI squad as a quarterback.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season as a 
quarterback after joining the 
team as a walk-on prior to 
the season. 

High School: Played on the 
15-0 La Salle Spartans, who 
won the Open Division state 
championship … Four-year 

honor roll student.

Personal: Full given name is Peter Bailey Berg … Goes by “Man” 
… Son of Donna and Kevin Berg … Has one brother and two 
sisters … Father, Kevin, is an Executive Vice President of CBS … 
Born March 22, 1995, in Los Angeles … Majoring in community 
health.

78  Harry Black
OL, 6-5, 285, So.
Orlando, Fla. / Dr. Phillips

2014 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on prior 
to the season. 

High School: Helped high 
school to 8A state semifinal 
as a senior … Member of 
the 2011 and 2012 Metro 

West Conference championship teams … Member of two district 
championship teams.

Personal: Full given name is Harry Abraham Black … Son of Rita 
and Jon Black … Has two brothers and one sister … Born Nov. 
10, 1994, in Philadelphia … Majoring in communication.

55  CHRIS BOLES
OL, 6-4, 320, SR.
TOLEDO, OHIO / CENTRAL CATHOLIC

• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in Dec. 2014

2014 Junior: Played in 
the final three games on 
the season on field goal 
protection ... Made Illinois 
debut against Penn State on 
Nov. 22. 

2013 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad.

2012 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad.

2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com ... 
High school coach was Greg Dempsey ... Was first-team All-NW 
District selection as an offensive guard in 2010 ... Second-team 
All-Ohio Division II choice by AP in 2010 ... Rated one of the Top 50 
players in the state of Ohio ... Ranked as No. 8 offensive lineman 
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in state of Ohio by ScoutingOhio.com ... Played on both lines 
in high school ... Helped Central Catholic to an 8-2 record and 
second round of Division II playoffs in 2009 ... Played in the 2010 
NUC All-World Gridiron Classic game ... All-Midwest choice by 
SuperPrep and PrepStar ... High school coach was Greg Dempsey.

Personal: The son of Veronica Joshaway and Chris Boles Sr. 
... Born March 14, 1993 ... Chose Illinois over Wisconsin, 
Cincinnati, Memphis and Syracuse ... Earned bachelor’s degree 
in communication from Illinois in December 2014 and currently is 
enrolled in a second degree program for agricultural leadership 
education.

74  Connor Brennan
OL, 6-5, 295, Jr.
Sonoma, Calif. / Redwood HS / City College of San Fran.

Junior College: Three-
star recruit by Scout and 
247Sports ... Ranked the No. 
2 junior college offensive 
guard by 247Sports and 
as the No. 69 by ESPNOG 
in the 247Sports Composite 
Ranking ... Led team to 
11-2 record and runner-up 
finish in the 2014 California 
Community College Athletic 
Association playoffs, winning 

the Northern California Football National Bay-6 Conference 
and NorCal championships before falling to Mount San Antonio 
College, 27-17, in the state CCCAA title game … Helped pave 
the way for an offense that averaged 40.6 points per game and 
420.5 yards per game in 2014 ... Named a 2014 National Bay-6 
All-Conference selection.

High School: Named a first-team All-Marin County Athletic 
League selection in 2012 … Was a two-year letter winner.

Personal: Born July 25, 1995 ... Son of Greg and Donna Brennan 
... Has one brother and one sister … Sister, Jenna, played soccer 
at the University of California ... Majoring in communication. 

64  Jack broeker 
ol, 6-4, 265, Fr.
Springfield, ILl. / Sacred heart griffin

Pronunciation: BRO-ker

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Three-year 
letter winner … Two-time 
state champion  ... Honorable 
Mention Central State Eight 
all-conference.

Personal: Son of John and 
Missy Broeker ... Has one 
brother ... Born July 10, 1997 

... Father, John, played football at Northwestern (1987-90) 

... Three-time Academic All-Conference and High Honor Roll 
reciptient ... Head coach in high school was Ken Leonard ... 
Majoring in community heath with aspirations of becoming an 
orthopedic surgeon.

27  Dre Brown
RB, 5-11, 205, Fr.
DeKalb, Ill. / DeKalb

High School: Four-star 
recruit by Scout and three-
star by ESPN.com, Rivals 
and 247Sports ... Ranked 
as the No. 6 player in the 
state of Illinois by Scout, No. 
7 by 247Sports and No. 8 
by Rivals ... Ranked as the 
No. 35 running back in the 
nation by 247Sports, No. 36 
by Scout and No. 47 by Rivals 

... Ranked in Scout top-300 players nationally (No. 299) ... Played 
in the 2015 Offense-Defense All-American Bowl in Orlando ... 
Rushed for 1,936 yards and 23 touchdowns in 2014, helping 
DeKalb to the second round of the IHSA Class 6A playoffs, earning 
All-State honors from the Chicago Tribune, Champaign News-
Gazette and the Illinois High School Football Coaches Association 
(IHSFCA) ... Named 2014 Athlete of the Year by the DeKalb Daily 
Chronicle ... In 2013, rushed for 1,584 yards and 26 touchdowns 
to earn IHSFCA All-State honors ... Racked up 4,412 rushing 
yards and 55 touchdowns in his high school career ... Four-year 
football letter winner ... Also lettered in track and field (three 
years), earning all-conference honors in 2012, ’13 and ’14, and 
basketball (one year).  

Personal: Born July 21, 1997 ... Son of Aaron Brown and Michele 
Hill ... Has one sister, Grace ... Wears No. 27 (two sevens) in honor 
of his father, who wore No. 77 and passed away when Dre was 
eight years old ... Spent past summers working on a farm with 
his grandfather, Jerry, in Farmersville, Ill. ... Lists former Illinois 
basketball star Dee Brown as his Fighting Illini hero growing up 
because of his “athleticism, leadership and personal drive” ... 
Majoring in sport management.

86  Desmond Cain
WR, 5-11, 185, Fr.
Delray Beach, Fla. / American Heritage School

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout 
... Ranked as the No. 11 
defensive back prospect in 
Florida ... Helped team to 
back-to-back Florida Class 
5A state championships in 
2013 and 2014 ... Had seven 
interceptions, including two 
returned for touchdowns, and 
returned two punt returns for 

touchdowns in 2013.

Personal: Born August 12, 1996 ... Son of Courtney and Jeanette 
Cain ... Has one brother ... Majoring in communication.

8  Dillan Cazley
DB, 5-10, 190, Jr.
Charleston, Ill. / Charleston

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
all 13 games, primarily on 
special teams, and recorded 
five tackles ... Academic All-
Big Ten honoree.

2013 Freshman: Played in 10 
games, recording four tackles 
on the season ... Made Illini 
debut and notched first 
collegiate tackle in week 
two win over Cincinnati … 

Enrolled at Illinois in January and participated in 2013 spring 
practices. 

High School: Three-star recruit by Scout, Rivals and ESPN ... 
Ranked as No. 20 senior in Illinois by Rivals ... First-team All-
Apollo Conference as a junior and senior ... Honorable-mention 
all-state ... First-team academic all-state ... Charleston defensive 
MVP ... Charleston advanced to state semifinals with 11-2 record 
in 2011 and reached the second round in 2012 with a 9-2 mark 
... Missed four games as a senior with an injury, but still compiled 
70 tackles and three interceptions ... As a junior, had 126 tackles, 
two interceptions, two fumble recoveries and four kickoffs 
returned for touchdowns ... As a sophomore, had 30 tackles 
and one kickoff return for a TD ... Also ran track and won Apollo 
Conference 100 and 200 meter dashes as a junior ... 4x100m relay 
team advanced to state meet as a junior.

Personal: Mother is Geneva Cazley ... Born Nov. 23, 1994, in 
Harvey, Fla. ... Community service activities include coaching 
seventh-grade basketball, volunteering with Special Olympics, 
volunteering at Life Span Center and being active in his church 
youth group ... Biggest thrill in sports is returning kickoffs for 
touchdowns ... Favorite athlete is NFL star Chris Johnson ... 
Named to the National Honor Society during his junior year ... 
Named to his high school high honor roll as a junior and senior 
... Brother, Keithon Hedrich, played football at Eastern Illinois and 
served as the biggest influence on his athletic career ... Majoring 
in communicaton.

Defensive Career Highs
Tackles: 1, 9x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Solos: 1, 6x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 10	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 13	 4	 1	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 23	 6	 3	 9	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Cazley GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl
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2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU					     DNP
CIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH					     DNP
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

47  Tim Clary
TE, 6-2, 245, Sr.
Spring Grove, Ill. / Richmond-Burton

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2013)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in sport management summer 2015

2014 Junior: Saw action in 
all 13 games of the season, 
primarily on special teams 
... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree.

2013 Sophomore: Played in 
10 games, including one start 
against Wisconsin ... Made 
Illini debut and caught one 
pass for 33 yards against SIU 
... Joined team as a walk-on 

during 2013 spring practice … Had five catches for 51 yards and 
a 12-yard TD reception, in  2013 Orange and Blue Spring Game ... 
Academic All-Big Ten honoree. 

High School: All-State selection in 2011 … Two-time All-
Conference selection … High school coach was Pat Elder … 
Qualified for back-to-back state semifinals in 2009 and 2010 … 
Also earned two letters in basketball and three letters in track … 
Played in the Illinois Shrine All-Star Game.

Personal: Full given name is Timothy Daniel Clary … Son of 
Colleen and Jeff Clary … Has two brothers … Born Aug. 14, 1992 
… Earned bachelor’s degree in sport management from Illinois in 
summer 2015 and is enrolled in the recreation, sport and tourism 
master’s program for fall 2015.

CAREER HIGHS
Carries: -
Rushing Yards: -
Long Run: -
Touchdowns: -
Receptions: 1 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Receiving Yards: 33 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Long Reception: 33 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
All-Purpose Yards: 33 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2013	 10	 1	 33	 33.0	 3.3	 0	 33
2014	 13	 0	 0	 0.0	 0.0	 0	 --
TOTAL	 23	 1	 33	 33.0	 1.4	 0	 33

CLARY RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-33	 0	 33
CIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
vs. WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB			   DNP

WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@IND	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
NW	 		  DNP

11  Chunky Clements
DL, 6-3, 290, JR.
Dayton, Ohio / Trotwood Madison

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in all 13 games, including 
three starts,  recording 24 
tackles, 6.0 TFLs, 2.0 sacks, 
three PBUs, a QB hurry, a 
forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery on the season ... 
Shared time at defensive 
tackle with Rob Bain after 
Teko Powell was ruled out 
for the season with an injury 
after the Washington game 

... Recorded his first career fumble recovery against Western 
Kentucky ... Posted his first career half-sack against Youngstown 
State.

2013 Freshman: Played in 10 games, totaling four tackles and 
1.0 TFL ... Recorded first career TFL at Purdue ... Made his first 
career tackle in his Illini debut against Cincinnati. 

High School: Three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout, ESPN and 247 
Sports … Ranked the No. 37 defensive end nationally by Scout  
and No. 32 by 247 Sports … Ranked as the No. 20 player in Ohio 
by Rivals … Limited to eight games during senior season due to 
injury but still totaled 39 tackles, six sacks and 10 tackles for 
loss on the year … Helped team to state runner-up finish in 2012 
… Four-year letterman in football and three-year letterwinner 
in basketball.

Personal: Born Dec. 3, 1994 … Full name is Jarrod Clements, 
Jr. … Goes by “Chunky” … Father is Jarrod Clements Sr., and 
mother is Keisha Freeman … Cousin, Roy Roundtree, was a 
receiver at Michigan … Helped Dayton Dunbar HS to state 
basketball title … Favorite athlete is former NFL linebacker Ray 
Lewis “because he’s inspirational and leaves it all on the field” 
... Majoring in communicaton.

Defensive Career Highs
Tackles: 4, 3x (last vs. Minnesota 10/25/14) 
Solos: 3 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
TFLs: 1.0, 5x (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
Sacks: 1.0 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
QB Hurries: 1 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Fumbles Forced: 1 at Washington, 9/13/14
Fumbles Recovered: 1 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
PBUs: 1, 3x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 10	 3	 1	 4	 1.0-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 13	 10	 14	 24	 6.0-13	 2.0-7	 0-0	 3	 1	 1-1
TOTAL	 23	 13	 15	 28	 7.0-18	 2.0-7	 0-0	 3	 1	 1-1

Clements Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	 UA	 AS	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 2	 2	 0.5-3	 0.5-3	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-1
@WASH	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
TXST	 3	 1	 4	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 3	 3	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 4	 4	 0.5-3	 0.5-3	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 2	 0	 2	 1.0-1	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU					     DNP
CIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU					     DNP
@IND	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW					     DNP

2  Reggie Corbin
RB, 5-10, 185, Fr.
Upper Marlboro, Md. / Gonzaga College HS

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247sports, ESPN.
com and Scout ... Ranked 
as the No. 1 running back 
in Washington, D.C., by all 
four outlets ... Ranked as 
the No. 9 overall prospect in 
Washington, D.C., by Scout, 
No. 11 by Rivals, No. 12 by 
ESPN.com and No. 14 by 
247sports ... Two-time first-
team All-WCAC (2013 and 

2014) ... Ran for 915 yards and 12 touchdowns on 105 carries 
(8.7 ypc) and had 19 receptions for 231 yards and two more TDs 
as a senior ... Rushed for 1,103 yards and 12 touchdowns and had 
11 receptions for 177 yards as a junior ... Also a top rugby player, 
helping Gonzaga to a national title in 2015. 

Personal: Born March 9, 1996 ... Son of Reginald Corbin ... Has 
two brothers and one sister ... Enrolled in general curriculum.

5  James Crawford
STAR, 6-2, 220, So.
Deerfield, Fla. / St. Thomas Aquinas

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in the final seven 
games of the season, 
primarily on special teams 
… Made Illinois debut at 
Wisconsin Oct. 11. 

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports … 

Ranked as the No. 58 safety nationally by 247Sports … 
Earned all-state and all-county honors in 2012 … Grabbed five 
interceptions and had 65 tackles as a senior while helping St. 
Thomas Aquinas to a 2012 state championship. 

Personal: Born Dec. 2, 1994… Mother is Molynn Allen and father 
is James Crawford, Sr. … Father played football at Virginia Tech 
… Favorite athlete is NFL great Charles Woodson … Earned 
Presidential Award his freshman year at St. Thomas Aquinas ... 
Majoring in communication. 

Defensive Career Highs
Tackles: -
Solos: -
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -
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Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2014	 7	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Crawford Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	 UA	 AS	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP
WKU					     DNP
@WASH					     DNP
TXST					     DNP
@NEB					     DNP
PUR					     DNP
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

7  Chayce Crouch
QB, 6-4, 225, R-Fr.
Granville, Ohio / Newark Catholic

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season … Enrolled 
at Illinois in January and 
participated in 2014 spring 
practices. 

High School: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals, 
Scout and 247Sports ... 
Ranked the No. 23 QB in the 
nation by Rivals and No. 27 
by 247Sports ... Ranked the 

No. 28 player in Ohio by 247Sports and No. 31 by ScoutingOhio.
com ... All-State in 2012 and 2013 ... Threw for over 4,700 yards 
and 40 touchdowns, and rushed for over 1,000 yards and 24 
touchdowns while posting a 25-6 career record as a starter ... 
Threw for 1,996 yards and 16 touchdowns, and rushed for another 
527 yards and 13 TDs while leading Newark Catholic to an 11-2 
record as a senior in 2013 ... Led Newark Catholic to a runner-
up finish at the 2013 OHSAA Division VI state championship ... 
Four-year varsity letterwinner in football, three-year letterwinner 
in basketball and baseball ... Batted over .400 and helped team 
to 2012 state baseball title ... Averaged 13 points per game and 
was a three-time all-region selection in basketball.

Personal: Full name is Troy Edward Crouch ... Goes by Chayce 
... Born May 15, 1995 ... Son of Troy and Traci Crouch ... Father 
played basketball and mother played softball at Shawnee State 
University ... Has three brothers ... Majoring in finance.

89  Andrew Davis
TE, 6-6, 230, Jr.
Marion, Iowa / Marion HS / Iowa Western CC

Junior College: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout 
... Ranked the No. 1 junior 
college tight end in the nation 
by Rivals, No. 2 by ESPN and 
No. 3 by 247Sports ... Team 
went 11-1 in 2014, starting 
11-0 before falling in the 
NJCAA national championship 
game ... Played in 10 games 
in 2014 and had 17 catches 

for 152 yards and five touchdowns ... 2013 Junior College 
Academic All-American … Davis continued the Iowa Western CC 
to Illinois pipeline, as three former receivers were on the 2014 
Illini squad – WR Geronimo Allison, WR Martize Barr and TE 
Dallas Hinkhouse. 

High School: First-team All-State in football in 2012 ... Second-
team All-State in track and field in 2012 and 2013. 

Personal: Born Sept. 26, 1994 ... Son of Matt and Jody Davis ... 
Has one brother ... Majoring in communication.

7  Caleb Day
DB, 6-1, 205, Jr.
Hilliard, Ohio / Hilliard Darby

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
12 games … Had 16 tackles, 
one TFL and one PBU on the 
season … Tied a career high 
with five tackles at Ohio 
State … Recorded his first 
career TFL at Wisconsin.

2013 Freshman: Played in 
eight games, totaling nine 
tackles … Had a career-high 
five tackles against Michigan 

State … Had two tackles against both Penn State and Indiana … 
Made Illini debut in week two win over Cincinnati. 

High School: Four-star recruit by Rivals and three-star recruit by 
Scout, ESPN and 247Sports … Ranked No. 218 nationally, No. 12 
in the state of Ohio and the No. 10 athlete in the nation by Rivals 
… Ranked as the No. 23 athlete in the nation and the No. 25 
player in Ohio by 247Sports … As a senior, had 45 tackles, five 
interceptions, 13 PBUs and two fumble recoveries to go along with 
60 rushes for 463 yards and nine touchdowns, and 32 catches for 
490 yards and six touchdowns … Earned first-team All-State, 
first-team All-Metro, All-District and All-Ohio Central Conference 
honors as a senior … As a junior, had 23 tackles with six PBUs 
and two fumble recoveries, plus 39 rushes for 261 yards and four 
touchdowns and 19 catches for 359 yards and five touchdowns 
… All-Ohio Central Conference, All-District and honorable-
mention All-State as a junior … As a sophomore, had 31 tackles, 
four interceptions, eight PBUs and three fumble recoveries along 
with 52 rushes for 281 yards and two TD and eight catches for 
240 yards and four TD … Earned three letters in football, three 
letters in track and two letters in basketball … State qualifier 
in 110 hurdles as a junior … State qualifier in 300 hurdles as 
a sophomore … Helped Darby to OCC championship as a senior.

Personal: Born Jan. 21, 1995 … Parents are Alex and Kristi 
Day … Grandfather, Ted Day, played basketball at Central 
State University … Involved in “Pals Tutoring” as a mentor to 
elementary children … Father was the most influential person 
in his athletic career … Lebron James is his favorite athlete ... 
Majoring in sport management. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 5, 2x (last at Ohio State, 11/1/14)
Solos: 4 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
TFLs: 1 at Wisconsin, 10/11/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: 1 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 8	 4	 5	 9	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 12	 12	 4	 16	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 20	 16	 9	 25	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0

Day Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

@WIS	 2	 0	 2	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 1	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 4	 1	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU					     DNP
@NW	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU					     DNP
CIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH					     DNP
MIAMI(OH)					     DNP
@NEB					     DNP
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

67  Christian Dilauro
OL, 6-5, 300, So.
Uniontown, Ohio / Green

• ESPN.com Big Ten All-Freshman Team (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Named to ESPN.com’s Big Ten 
All-Freshman team ... Saw 
action in 12 games, starting 
the last seven at right tackle, 
playing 504 snaps on the 
season ... Played a season-
high 83 snaps in the Zaxby’s 
Heart of Dallas Bowl ... Made 
his first career start, at right 
tackle, at Wisconsin ... Made 

his Illini debut in week two win over Western Kentucky, helping 
the team pile up 520 yards of total offense … Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted the 2013 season ... Enrolled early at 
Illinois and participated in 2013 spring practices. 

High School: Three-star recruit by Scout, Rivals and ESPN ... 
First-team All-Suburban League as a junior and second-team 
as a senior ... Honorable mention All-Northeast Ohio as a senior 
... Played tight end and defensive line in high school ... Had 21 
receptions for 198 yards and one touchdown as a senior, along 
with 27 tackles, five tackles for loss, one interception and two 
PBUs ... Had 19 receptions for 290 yards and one TD with 37 
tackles, two sacks and three tackles for loss as a junior ... First-
team All-Suburban League in track and field as a junior in shot 
put and discus.

Personal: Born Nov. 11, 1994 ... Father is Matt DiLauro ... His 
uncle, Joe DiLauro, and father both played football at Toledo ... 
Favorite athlete is former Chicago Bears star Brian Urlacher ... 
Earned his high school team’s Scholar-Athlete Award as a senior 
... Would like to be an accountant following his football career ... 
Credits his father as the person who most influenced his athletic 
career because “he was always pushing me to be better” ... 
Majoring in agricultural accounting.
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26  Cedric Doxy
STAR, 6-2, 220, JR.
Calumet City, Ill. / thornwood

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in 10 games, primarily on 
special teams.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in all 12 games on 
special teams and totaled 
three tackles ... Had a tackle 
against Michigan State, 
Purdue and Northwestern.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted 
after joining team as a walk-on during the 2012 season. 

High School: First-team All-Conference selection as both a free 
safety and wide receiver in 2012 … Honorable mention All-Area 
selection as a wide receiver … Recorded 1,200 all purpose yards 
and 13 touchdowns as a senior.

Personal: Son of Eddie Doxy … Has four brothers and one 
sister … Born Dec. 15, 1993, in Chicago ... Majoring in sport 
management.

Defensive Career Highs
Tackles: 1, 3x (last vs. Northwestern, 11/29/14)
Solos: -
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -

Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 12	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 10	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 22	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Doxy Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	 UA	 AS	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH					     DNP
TXST					     DNP
@NEB					     DNP
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

18  Mike Dudek
WR, 5-11, 185, So.
Naperville, IlL. / Neuqua Valley

Pronunciation: DOO-dek

• First-Team Freshman All-American (Scout.com)
• Second-Team All-Big Ten
• Had eighth 1,000-yard receiving season in UI history in 2014
• Led B1G in receptions & receiving yards in conference play
• Led FBS freshmen in receiving yards per game (79.8)
• Illinois’ freshman record-holder in receptions & rec. yards

2014 Freshman: First-team 
Freshman All-American by 
Scout.com ... True-Freshman 
All-American by ESPN.com 
and 247Sports ... Second-
team All-Big Ten ... Voted 
Illinois’ Offensive Newcomer 
of the Year ... Led the Big 
Ten in receptions (50) and 
receiving yards (716) during 
conference play ... Led FBS 
freshmen in receiving yards 

per game (79.8) ... Set Illinois’ single-season freshman records 
for receiving yards (1,038) and receptions (76), and tied the 
touchdown record (6) ... Ranked fifth in FBS in fourth-quarter 
receiving yards with 354 yards on 23 catches ... Ranked 33rd in 
FBS, first among freshmen, and third in the B1G in receiving yards 
per game (79.8) ... Ranked 29th in FBS, second among freshmen, 
and third in the Big Ten in receiving yards (1,038) ... Ranked 
third in the Big Ten in receptions per game (5.8) ... Career-high 
two TDs against Iowa ... Completed his first career pass for 22 
yards against Minnesota ... Posted the fourth 200-yard receiving 
game in school history, with exactly 200 yards on a career-high 
eight receptions (25.0 ypc) against Purdue ... Named Big Ten 
Freshman of the Week on Sept. 8 after recording four catches 
for 55 yards and a TD against Western Kentucky, becoming the 
first Illini newcomer with a TD reception in first two games since 
2003 (Kelvin Hayden) ...  Recorded three catches for 61 yards and 
his first career touchdown – an eight-yard TD grab in the fourth 
quarter – in the season-opener against Youngstown State ...   
Enrolled at Illinois in January and participated in 2014 spring 
practices.  

High School: Three-star recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals, Scout 
and 247Sports ... Ranked the No. 23 player in Illinois by ESPN 
... Posted 2,361 yards of total offense (196.8 ypg) and 23 
touchdowns in 2013 to earn first-team All-State honors from 
the IHSFCA, Chicago Tribune and Champaign News-Gazette ... 
Upstate Eight Player of the Year ... Caught 69 passes for 1,384 
yards (20.1 ypc) and 19 TDs, rushed 30 times for 260 yards (8.7 
ypc) and three TDs, and returned 21 kickoffs for 692 yards (33.0 
ypr) and two TDs in 2013 ... As a junior in 2012, had 1,345 total 
yards – including 894 receiving yards – and 16 TDs ...  Had five 
kick return TDs in high school career (four kick return and one 
punt return) ... Finished Neuqua Valley career record-holder for 
receptions, receiving yards and touchdowns ... Also ran track at 
Neuqua Valley.

Personal: Born Aug. 21, 1995 ... Son of Rick and Lynn Dudek ... 
Has one brother, Danny, who plays football at University of Dayton 
... Enrolled in College of Business.

CAREER HIGHS
Receptions: 11 vs. Penn State, 11/23/14 
Receiving Yards: 200 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14
Long Reception: 56 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
Receiving Touchdowns: 2 vs. Iowa, 11/15/14
Carries: 1, 5x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Rushing Yards: 50 vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14
Long Run: 50 vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14
Rushing Touchdowns: -
Pass Attempts: 1 vs. Minnesota, 10/26/14
Pass Completions: 1 vs. Minnesota, 10/26/14

Passing Yards: 22 vs. Minnesota, 10/26/14
Kickoff Returns: -
Kickoff Return Yardage: -
Punt Returns: 1 vs. Penn State,  11/23/14
Punt Return Yardage: 4 vs. Penn State, 11/23/14
All-Purpose Yards: 200 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2014	 13	 76	 1,038	 13.7	 79.8	 6	 56

rushing statistics	
YEAR	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD  	 LG
2014	 13	 6	 73	 12.2	 5.6	 0	 50

Passing Statistics
YEAR	 G	 ATT	C OMP	 PCT	 YDS	 TD	 Int	 LG	 YPG	 Eff.
2014	 12	 1	 1	 1.000	 22	 0	 0	 22	 1.8	 284.80

Punt return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2014	 1	 4	 4.0	 0	 4

Dudek RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-61	 1	 49
WKU	 1-2	 0	 2	 4-55	 1	 32
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-43	 0	 18
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 7-90	 1	 30
@NEB	 1-27	 0	 27	 6-90	 0	 28
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 8-200	 0	 47
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 4-59	 0	 26
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-41	 0	 16
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-68	 0	 56
IOWA	 1-1	 0	 1	 6-80	 2	 31
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 11-115	 0	 25
@NW	 1-0	 0	 0	 7-63	 1	 17
LT*	 1-50	 0	 50	 7-73	 0	 14
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl		

Dudek KICK/PUNT RETURN game-by-game
2014	 KR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG	 PR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
WKU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
MIN	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
PSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 1-4	 4.0	 0	 4
@NW	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
LT*	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

28  Jaylen Dunlap
DB, 6-1, 190, SO.
Chicago, Ill. / Crete-Monee

2014 Sophomore: Missed 12 
of 13 games due to injury, 
playing only at Nebraska … 
Granted medical hardship 
waiver to retain a year of 
eligibility. 

2013 Freshman: Played in all 
12 games ... Recorded first 
career TFL at Indiana ... Tied 
a career high with three solo 
tackles against Penn State 

and Indiana ... Set career highs with eight tackles and three solos 
against Wisconsin ... Recorded three tackles and a PBU against 
Washington ... Made Illini debut against SIU and recorded his 
first career tackle.

High School: Grabbed 10 interceptions during his varsity career 
… Earned first-team all-area and first-team all-conference 
honors as a senior after helping to lead Crete-Monee to Class 6A 
state championship with 14-0 record in 2012 … Earned three 
letters in football … Academic honor roll as a senior.

Personal: Born Aug. 28, 1995 … Parents are Steven and Dena 
Dunlap … Brother, Steven Jr., played football in college at 
Bowling Green from 2008-11 and is currently director of athletics 
at Catalyst Maria High School in Chicago … Uncle, Keith Otis, 
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played football for Northern Illinois from 2007-11 … Grew up as 
a big fan of former Illini quarterback Juice Williams ... Majoring 
in communication.

Career Highs
Tackles: 8 vs. Wisconsin, 10/19/13
Solos: 3, 3x (last at Indiana, 11/9/13)
TFLs: 1.0 at Indiana, 11/9/13
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: 1, twice (last vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13)
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 12	 18	 8	 26	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-0
2014	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 13	 18	 8	 26	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-0

DUNLAP Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP - INJURED	
WKU					     DNP - INJURED
@WASH					     DNP
TXST					     DNP
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR					     DNP - INJURED
@WIS					     DNP - INJURED
MIN					     DNP - INJURED
@OSU					     DNP - INJURED
IOWA					     DNP - INJURED
PSU					     DNP - INJURED
@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*					     DNP - INJURED
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 3	 5	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 3	 0	 3	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

39  Nathan Echard
TE, 6-2, 245, So.
Eureka, Mo. / Eureka

Pronunciation: ECK-erd

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Lineback played in 12 games 
on special teams ... Recorded 
first career tackle vs. Iowa 
... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on 
linebacker prior to the season.

High School: First-team All-State coaches selection … Two-time 
All-Conference selection as a linebacker … Eureka High School 
Athlete of the Year … Recorded 13 career touchdowns and eight 
career interceptions … Four-year member of the high school 
honor roll … Academic All-State selection as a senior … Also 
received one varsity letter in basketball and two in track … High 
school coach was Farrell Shelton.

Personal: Full name is Nathaniel Ray Echard … Last name 
pronounced ECK-erd … Son of Kelly and Brian … Has two 
brothers … Born Feb. 22, 1995, in Valparaiso, Ind. … Had 
brother and uncle play football at Missouri and grandfather 
played at USC … Majoring in policy, international trade & 

development.

Defensive Career Highs
Tackles: 1 vs. Iowa 11/15/15
Solos: -
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -

Defensive Statistics
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2014	 12	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Echard Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	 UA	 AS	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

23  Henry Enyenihi
RB, 5-11, 215, Jr.
lawrenceville, Ga.. / Duluth HS / Sacramento City Col.

Pronunciation: en-YEN-ih-hee

Junior College: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals 
and Scout ... Ranked the No. 
10 junior college running 
back in the nation by ESPN 
and No. 11 by 247Sports ... 
Ranked the No. 94 overall 
junior college player in the 
country by Rivals ... Was 
SCC’s leading rusher in 2014, 
with 470 yards on 109 carries 

(4.3 ypc) and two touchdowns ... Also hauled in 10 receptions 
for 51 yards. 

High School: Letter winner in both football and track and field. 

Personal: Born Oct. 2, 1993 ... Son of Effiowg and Dorothy 
Enyenihi ... Has one sister ... Majoring in communication. 

66  Jordan Fagan
OL, 6-6, 295, So.
Chula Vista, Calif. / Olympian HS / Grossmont Coll.

Pronunciation: FAY-gin

Junior College: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals 
and 247Sports ... Ranked 
the No. 14 junior college 
offensive tackle in the nation 
and as the No. 21 junior 
college player in the nation 
by 247Sports. 

High School: First-team All-
Mesa League offensive tackle 
in 2013 ... Three-year football 

letter winner ... Also played basketball, earning second-team 
All-Mesa League honors in 2012 and four varsity letters during 
his career. 

Personal: Born Dec. 1, 1995 ... Son of Steve Hobdy and Helene 
Fagan Hobdy ... Has one brother ... Lists San Diego Chargers TE 
Antonio Gates as his favorite player because he can relate as a 
basketball player- turned- tight end ... Majoring in economics. 

20  Clayton Fejedelem
DB, 6-1, 200, Sr. 
Lemont, Ill. / Lemont / St. Xavier University

Pronunciation: FEJ-uh-lem

• Illinois Defensive Skill Points Award (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in May 2015

2014 Junior: Eamed team’s 
Defensive Skill Points Award 
... Played in all 13 games, 
including one start ... 
Tallied 51 tackles, a tackle 
for loss, two PBUs and a 
fumble recovery  on the 
season ... Earned his first 
career start at free safety 
at Northwestern, recording a 
career-high 12 tackles and 
one PBU ... Led the team with 

eight tackles against Penn State ... Recorded his first tackle as 
an Illini against Western Kentucky.

2013 Redshirt: Joined team as a walk-on during 2013 spring 
practices but had to sit out the season due to NCAA transfer rules. 

At St. Xavier: Had a successful two-year career at the NAIA power 
in Chicago before transferring to Illinois in spring 2013 … Led 
SXU to an 11-2 record in 2012, racking up 87 tackles, 10.5 TFLs, 
1.0 sack, 3 interceptions, 8 PBUs and two fumble recoveries to 
earn second-team All-Mid-State Football Association honors … 
Named St. Xavier Newcomer of the Year in 2011 after helping the 
Cougars to the NAIA national championship and a 14-1 record 
… Had 68 tackles, 5.0 TFLs, five interceptions, a team-high nine 
PBUs, three forced fumbles, four fumble recoveries and one pick-
six touchdown in 2011. 

High School: Earned All-State honors as a senior in 2010 … Two-
time All-Conference selection … Earned South Suburban Blue 
Player of the Year honors in 2010 … Also lettered in wrestling and 
lacrosse in high school … High school coach was Eric Michelson.

Personal: Last name pronounced FEJ-uh-lem … Born June 
2, 1993 … Son of Colleen and Steven Fejedelem … Has two 
brothers … Earned bachelor’s degree in communication from 
Illinois in May 2015 and currently is enrolled in a second degree 
program for agricultural leadership education.

Career Highs
Tackles: 12 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Solos: 9 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
TFLs: 1.0 at Nebraska, 9/27/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
Fumble Return Yards: 16 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
PBUs: 1, twice (last as Northwestern, 11/29/14)
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2014	 13	 28	 23	 51	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-1

Fejedelem Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 4	 6	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
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MIN	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 3	 2	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
IOWA	 2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 3	 5	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 9	 3	 12	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
LT*	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

6  Josh Ferguson
RB, 5-10, 200, SR.
Naperville, Ill. / Joliet Catholic

• 2015 Doak Walker Award Preseason Watch List
• �E�nters 2015 as one of 3 FBS players with 1,500+ rushing 

yards and 1,000+ receiving yards
• UI record holder for career receptions by RB (131)
• �E�nters 2015 sixth on UI career all-purpose yards list (3,486)
• Enters 2015 ninth on UI career receptions list (131)
• Enters 2015 18th on UI career rushing list (1,878)

2014 Junior: Played in all 13 
games making nine starts 
… Led the team in rushing 
attempts (146), yards (735) 
and touchdowns (8), second 
on the team in receptions 
(50) and third in receiving 
yards (427) … Led team in 
all-purpose yards (1,162) 
and scoring (60 points) … 
Recorded 15 carries for 95 

yards and two TDs, and added 37 yards on two catches in the win 
at Northwestern ... Had a career day against Texas State, recording 
career highs in rushing yards (190), all-purpose yards (233) and 
total touchdowns (3 - two rushing, one receiving) ... Notched a 
go-ahead 15-yard touchdown catch with 8:50 left in the fourth 
quarter against Youngstown State ... Named to Doak Walker Award 
Preseason Watch list. 

2013 Sophomore: Ranked second in FBS in receiving yards per 
game by a running back with 44.6 ... Ranked ninth in the Big Ten 
in all-purpose yards per game (112.6) ... Rushed for 779 yards 
on 141 carries (5.5 ypc) and seven touchdowns, while catching 
50 passes for 535 yards (10.7 ypc) and four touchdowns ... Led 
the team with 11 total touchdowns ... Earned Illinois Point Award 
as top Offensive Big Skill Player at annual postseason banquet 
... Totaled 17 plays of 20 yards or more: nine rushes and eight 
receptions ... Ranked second on the team in receiving yards (535) 
and receiving touchdowns (4) ... Set the Illinois single-season 
record for receiving yards by a running back with 535 ... Had 
20 carries for 115 yards rushing, both career-highs at the time, 
at Purdue ... Had 196 scrimmage yards and recorded his first 
career rushing TD at Nebraska ... Had 148 all-purpose yards 
against Miami (Ohio), 71 rushing and 77 receiving, including a 
15-yard touchdown catch ... Scored his first career touchdown on 
a 53-yard reception against Southern Illinois and notched his first 
career 100-yard receiving game with 103 yards.

2012 Redshirt Freshman: Played in 10 games, making six starts 
... Rushed for 312 yards on 75 carries (4.2 ypc) and had 29 
receptions for 251 yards on the season ... Also returned 19 kicks 
for 344 yards (18.1 ypr), with a long of 37 ... Led the team in all-
purpose yards with 907 (90.7 ypg) ... Threw a 22-yard touchdown 
pass and registered 27 receiving yards on three catches against 
Penn State ... Recorded a career-high 10 catches for 84 receiving 
yards, had seven carries for 27 rushing yards and returned 
four kicks for 69 yards, totaling 180 all-purpose yards against 
Louisiana Tech … Rushed for 101 yards on 14 carries, including 
a  51-yard run, and had 203 all-purpose yards at Arizona State ... 
Made his first-career start in win over Western Michigan.

2011 Freshman: Played in the first three games before suffering 
a hamstring injury and missing the last 10 games of the season 
... Received a medical hardship waiver ... Made his Illini debut 

against Arkansas State, gaining 15 yards on six carries and 
catching one pass for four yards. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com … Chicago 
Tribune first-team All-State selection … Chicago Sun-Times 
All-Area selection … MVP of the East Suburban Catholic League 
… Joliet Herald News Co-MVP and Player of the Year in 2010 
… Illinois High School Football Coaches Association Class 5A 
All-State … Carried 145 times for 1,868 yards (12.9 yards per 
carry) and 25 touchdowns for a team that reached the Class 
5A quarterfinals and was the 2009 5A state runner-up … 
Champaign News-Gazette All-State special mention selection 
… All-Midwest selection by PrepStar … High school coach was 
Dan Sharp.  

Personal: Son of Danielle and Collin Ferguson … Born on May 
23, 1993 … Honor roll student all four years of high school … 
Favorite athlete is LaMichael James … Chose Illinois over Air 
Force, Ball State, East Carolina, Memphis, Ohio and Toledo … 
Majoring in kinesiology.

CAREER HIGHS
Carries: 20 at Purdue, 11/23/13
Rushing Yards: 190 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Long Run: 75 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Rushing Touchdowns: 2, 3x (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
Receptions: 10, twice (last vs. Purdue, 10/4/14)
Receiving Yards: 103 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Long Reception: 53 vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13
Receiving Touchdowns: 1, 6x (last vs. Texas State, 9/20/14)
Pass Attempts: 1 vs. Penn State, 9/29/12
Pass Completions: 1 vs. Penn State, 9/29/12
Passing Yards: 22 vs. Penn State, 9/29/12
Passing Touchdowns: 1 vs. Penn State, 9/29/12
Kickoff Returns: 5 at Arizona State, 9/8/12
Kickoff Return Yards: 85 at Arizona State, 9/8/12
Long Kickoff Return: 37 at Northwestern, 11/24/12
All-Purpose Yards: 233 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Tackles: 1, 3x (last at Ohio State, 11/1/14)

rushing statistics	
YEAR	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD  	 LG
2011	 3	 14	 52	 3.7	 17.3	 0	 13
2012	 10	 75	 312	 4.2	 31.2	 0	 51
2013	 12	 141	 779	 5.5	 64.9	 7	 55
2014	 13	 146	 735	 5.0	 56.5	 8	 75
TOTAL	 38	 376	 1,878	 5.0	 49.4	 15	 75

Receiving Statistics
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2011	 3	 2	 14	 7.0	 4.7	 0	 10
2012	 10	 29	 251	 8.7	 25.1	 0	 24
2013	 12	 50	 535	 10.7	 44.6	 4	 53
2014	 13	 50	 427	 8.5	 32.8	 2	 42
TOTAL	 38	 131	 1,227	 9.4	 32.3	 6	 53

kick return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2012	 19	 344	 18.1	 0	 37
2013	 2	 37	 18.5	 0	 19
2014	 0	 0	 0.0	 0	 --
TOTAL	 21	 381	 18.1	 0	 37

FERGUSON Rushing/Receiving game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 11-43	 0	 9	 4-37	 1	 15
WKU	 14-42	 1	 21	 2-21	 0	 15
@WASH	 11-58	 0	 14	 2-24	 0	 20
TXST	 14-190	 2	 75	 4-43	 1	 33
@NEB	 11-70	 1	 41	 3-29	 0	 22
PUR	 15-70	 1	 17	 10-79	 0	 41
@WIS	 11-33	 0	 19	 3-30	 0	 14
MIN	 15-48	 1	 17	 3-39	 0	 20
@OSU	 8-34	 0	 9	 2-4	 0	 7
IOWA	 9-29	 0	 6	 6-12	 0	 13
PSU	 5-9	 0	 16	 3-18	 0	 8
@NW	 15-95	 2	 46	 2-37	 0	 42
LT*	 7-50	 0	 17	 6-54	 0	 21
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 9-49	 0	 34	 4-103	 1	 53
CIN	 9-47	 0	 22	 2-55	 1	 48
vs. WASH	 4-29	 0	 16	 1-27	 0	 27
MIAMI(OH)	 8-71	 0	 25	 5-77	 1	 25
@NEB	 19-114	 1	 23	 8-82	 0	 27
WIS	 7-25	 1	 12	 3-2	 0	 6
MSU	 10-26	 0	 21	 2-15	 0	 8
@PSU	 10-34	 1	 13	 6-73	 1	 26
@IND	 16-90	 1	 34	 6-49	 0	 15
OSU	 15-69	 1	 16	 6-15	 0	 10
@PUR	 20-115	 0	 15	 4-11	 0	 6
NW	 14-110	 2	 55	 3-26	 0	 15

2012	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
WMU	 11-38	 0	 12	 1-5	 0	 5
@ASU	 14-101	 0	 51	 3-17	 0	 16
CSU		  DNP - INJURED
LT	 7-27	 0	 13	 10-84	 0	 24
PSU	 5-4	 0	 2	 3-27	 0	 22
@WIS	 7-11	 0	 6	 3-46	 0	 23
@MICH	 9-29	 0	 9	 3-20	 0	 12
IND	 2-16	 0	 9	 0-0	 0	 --
@OSU		  DNP - INJURED
MINN	 5-19	 0	 11	 1-5	 0	 5
PUR	 10-43	 0	 13	 3-24	 0	 15
@NW	 5-24	 0	 13	 2-23	 0	 13

2011	 car-YDS	 TD	 LG	 Rec-Yds	 TD	 Lg
ARK ST	 6-15	 0	 10	 1-4	 0	 4 
SDSU	 8-37	 0	 13	 1-10	 0	 10
ASU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WMU		  DNP - Injured
NU		  DNP - Injured
@IND		  DNP - Injured
OSU		  DNP - Injured
@PUR		  DNP - Injured
@PSU		  DNP - Injured
MICH		  DNP - Injured
WIS		  DNP - Injured
@MINN		  DNP - Injured
UCLA*		  DNP - Injured
*Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl

Ferguson KICK RETURN game-by-game
2013	 NO	 YDS	 TD	 LONG	
SIU	 0	 0	 0	 --
CIN	 0	 0	 0	 --
VS. WASH	 0	 0	 0	 --
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 --
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 --
MSU	 0	 0	 0	 --
@PSU	 2	 37	 0	 19
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 --
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 --
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 --
NW	 0	 0	 0	 --

2012	 NO	 YDS	 TD	 LONG	
WMU	 0	 0	 0	 --
@ASU	 5	 85	 0	 22
CSU		  DNP - Injured
LT	 4	 69	 0	 22
PSU	 1	 12	 0	 12
@WIS	 4	 61	 0	 23
@MICH	 2	 37	 0	 19
IND	 0	 0	 0	 --
@OSU		  DNP - Injured
MINN	 0	 0	 0	 --
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 --
@NW	 3	 80	 0	 37

14  Eric Finney
sTAR, 6-0, 220, SR.
Riverside, Calif. / Centennial / College of the Canyons

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Junior: Played in all 13 
games, tallying 19 tackles, 
1.0 TFL and one PBU ... 
Recorded his first career PBU 
against WKU ... Academic All-
Big Ten honoree.

2013 Sophomore: Played 
in 10 games and made the 
first start of his Illini career 
against Miami (Ohio) ... 
Totaled 16 tackles, 2.5 TFLs 

and 0.5 sacks ... Picked up his first half-sack at Penn State ... 
Recorded first career TFL against Nebraska ... Set career bests 
with six tackles and three solos against Washington, while also 
recovering the first fumble of his career ... Made season debut 
against Cincinnati and recorded one tackle ... Enrolled early at 
Illinois and participated in 2013 spring practices. 

Junior College: Sat out the 2012 season due to injury ... Played 
in seven games in 2011, making 19 tackles with one TFL, one 
interception and one pass break-up.
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High School: Played wide receiver in high school before switching 
to defense in college.

Personal: Son of Rick and LaShonn Finney … Has one sister, 
Ashley … Born April 24, 1993 … Majoring in human development 
and family studies: child & adolescent development. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 6  vs. Washington, 9/14/13
Solos: 3, twice (last vs. Nebraska, 10/5/13)
TFLs: 1.0 vs. Nebraska, 10/5/13
Sacks: 0.5 at Penn State, 11/2/13
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1 vs. Washington, 9/14/13
PBUs: 1 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 10	 8	 8	 16	 2.5-11	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
2014	 13	 4	 15	 19	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 23	 12	 23	 35	 3.5-12	 0.5-2	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-1

FINNEY Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 1	 1	 2	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU					     DNP - INJURED
CIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 3	 3	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 3	 0	 3	 1.0-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS					     DNP - INJURED
MSU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 0	 1	 1	 0.5-2	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 0	 1	 1	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 1	 2	 0.5-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

10  Jimmy Fitzgerald
QB, 6-3, 220, Fr.
Champaign, Ill. / Centennial 

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout ... 
Ranked the No. 13 player in 
the state of Illinois by ESPN.
com, No. 20 by 247Sports and 
No. 21 by Scout ... Ranked 
the No. 27 QB in the nation 
by ESPN.com and No. 35 by 
247Sports ... Played in just 
two games in 2014 before 

suffering a torn ACL ... In those two games, he completed 26-of-
33 passes for 433 yards and four touchdowns and ran for another 
153 yards and five touchdowns ... In 2013, threw for 2,008 yards, 
16 touchdowns and just four interceptions in nine games ... Four-
year letter winner. 

Personal: Born March 18, 1997 ... Son of Pat and Susan 
Fitzgerald ... Has one brother and one sister ... Plays the ukulele ... 
Lists Juice Williams as his Fighting Illini hero growing up because 
“he took us to the Rose Bowl” … Enrolled in general studies. 

75  Patrick Flavin
OL, 6-7, 300, SR.
Lisle, Ill. / Benet Academy

Pronunciation: FLAH-vin

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in political science in May 2015

2014 Junior: Played in five 
games, starting two ... 
Started at right tackle against 
Purdue and Youngstown 
State ... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree.

2013 Sophomore: Played in 
two games, seeing action 
against Miami (Ohio) and at 
Indiana.

2012 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in one game on the season, making his Illini debut in the 
victory over Charleston Southern (9/15) and playing 19 snaps at 
right tackle.

2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit and rated one of the top 10 
recruits in Illinois by Rivals.com … Ranked among top 30 
offensive tackles in the nation by Rivals … All-Midwest choice 
by SuperPrep and PrepStar … Chicago Tribune second-team 
All-State pick … All-conference selection as a junior and senior 
… All-area selection as a junior and senior … Earned all-state 
recognition as a junior and senior … No. 11 on Rivals.com’s 
Illinois Postseason Top 30 list … Also All-Conference and All-
Area performer in track and field … High school football coach 
was Pat New.  

Personal: Full name is Patrick Michael Flavin … Last name 
pronounced FLAH-vin … Son of Karen and Michael Flavin … Born 
on Sept. 7, 1992 … Plans to attend law school after graduation 
… Chose Illinois over Oregon, Arizona, Baylor, Boise State, 
California, Louisville, Kentucky, North Carolina State and Purdue 
among others … Earned bachelor’s degree in political science 
from Illinois in May 2015 and currently is working toward a Master 
of Business Administration.

25  Kendrick Foster
RB, 5-9, 200, So.
Peoria, Ill. / Richwoods

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season. 

High School: Three-star 
recruit by Rivals, Scout, ESPN 
and 247Sports … Won four 
letters in football and track 
and field while at Richwoods 
… Totaled 6,401 yards (No. 
5 in career rushing yards in 

Illinois history) and 78 touchdowns (73 rushing) with an average 
of 7.8 yards per carry during his high school career … Had 13 
career games with more than 200 yards rushing and 14 career TD 
runs of 50 yards or longer … Rushed for at least 100 yards in 33 
of 41 career games … As a senior, rushed 236 times for 1,749 
yards and 21 touchdowns … As a junior in 2011, rushed 333 
times for 2,421 yards (No. 10 single-season in Illinois history) and 
33 touchdowns … As a sophomore in 2010, rushed 232 times 
for 2,004 yards and 22 touchdowns … As a freshman in 2009, 

rushed 20 times for 227 yards and two touchdowns … Earned 
Champaign News-Gazette all-state honors as a sophomore, junior 
and senior … Named All-State by the Illinois High School Football 
Coaches Association as a senior … Earned Peoria all-area and 
Mid-State 6 All-Conference honors as a sophomore, junior and 
senior … Was Peoria Journal-Star Player of the Year as a junior 
and senior, the first repeat winner since the inception of the 
award in 1985 … Played in the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl 
All-Star game, where he served as team captain of his team.

Personal: Born April 19, 1994 … Mother is Mindy Sullivan and 
father is James Foster … Cousin, Charles Mann, played for the 
Washington Redskins … Was a volunteer helping children at 
Friendship House … Biggest thrill in sports was being selected 
captain of his football team … Favorite athlete is NFL running 
back Adrian Peterson, saying “he inspires to bring the best out 
of me.” … Nominated for the African American Hall of Fame 
Museum in Peoria … Most influential person in his life is his 
mother and has a goal of taking care of her some day … Majoring 
in sport management.

42  Joe Fotu
DL, 6-3, 285, Sr.
East Oakland, CAlif. / San Leandro HS / Laney CC

Pronunciation: FOE-too

2014 Junior: Played in 
seven games on the season, 
collecting six tackles on 
the season ... Totaled a 
career-high three tackles 
at Washington ... Made 
Illini debut and made first 
tackle in season-opening win 
over Youngstown State … 
Enrolled at Illinois in January 
and participated in 2014 
spring practices. 

Junior College: Three-star recruit by 247Sports … Ranked the 
No. 11 junior college defensive end in the nation and the No. 54 
player in California by 247Sports ... Had 23 tackles, 2.5 sacks and 
a fumble recovery while helping Laney to an 8-3 record in 2013.

High School: Had 34 tackles, 6.0 TFLs, 3.5 sacks, one interception 
and one blocked field goal in 2010.

Personal: Full name is Siosifa Fotu ... Goes by Joe ... Born April 
29, 1994, in the Kingdom of Tonga ... Son of Will and Toa Mafi ... 
Has three brothers and one sister ... Wants to be a firefighter ... 
Also played basketball and club rugby in high school … Majoring 
in sport management.

Career Highs
Tackles: 3 at Washington, 9/13/14
Solos: 3 at Washington, 9/13/14
TFL: -
QB Sacks: -
INT: -
PBU: -
QBH: - 
FF: -
FR: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	  QBH  FF-FR
2014	 7	 5	 1	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Fotu Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR					     DNP
@WIS					     DNP
MIN					     DNP
@OSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA					     DNP
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PSU					     DNP
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*					     DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

13  Ryan Frain
PK/P, 6-2, 220, Jr.
Indianapolis, Ind. / Scecina

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
two games, punting once vs. 
Youngstown State (34 yards) 
and kicking off four times 
(once vs. Youngstown State 
and three times vs. Western 
Kentucky) for an average of 
54.2 yards per kickoff.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in one game, kicking 
two extra points against 

Miami (Ohio) in his Illini debut.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season.

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com ... Ranked the No. 
15 kicker in the nation by Scout.com ... Ranked the No. 13 kicker 
and No. 2 punter nationally by Kornblue Fab 50 ... Named to the 
2011 Indianapolis All-City team ... Helped Scecina Memorial to 
an IHSAA Class 1A state runner-up finish in 2011 ... Named to 
the IHSAA Class 1A All-State team ... Participated in the 2011 
Kohl’s National Scholarship camp, finishing 10th in field goals 
... Averaged 40.3 yards per punt, had touchbacks on 51 of 71 
kickoffs and made field goals of 49, 48, 46 and 43 yards in 2011 
... Two-time All-Conference selection for soccer ... High school 
coach was Ott Hurrle.  

Personal: Son of Barbara and Nick Frain ... Born Feb. 4, 1994 ... 
Chose Illinois over Georgia Tech … Majoring in kinesiology. 

CAREER HIGHS	
FG Made: -
FG Attempts: -
PAT Made: 2 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
PAT Attempts: 2 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Points: 2 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Long Field Goal: -
Kickoffs: 3 	vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Yards: 160 vs. Younsgtown State, 8/30/14
Average: 53.3 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Touchbacks: 1 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Punts: 1 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Yardage: 34 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Average: 34.0 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Long Punt: 34 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Inside 20: -
Touchbacks: -
50+ yard punts: -

kicking statistics	
YEAR 	 PAT	 FG 	 0-29	 30-39  	 40-49 	 50+	 PTS 
2013	 2-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 2
2014	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0
TOTAL	 2-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 2

KICKOFF STATISTICS
YEAR 	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	rt	rt   yds	 YPR 
2013	 1	 0	 0	 0.0	 0	 0	 0	 0
2014	 2	 4	 217	 54.2	 1	 2	 44	 22.0
TOTAL	 4	 4	 217	 54.2	 1	 2	 44	 22.0	

Punting STATISTICS
YEAR 	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 FC	 I20	 50+	 LG 
2013	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --
2014	 1	 1	 34	 34.0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 34
TOTAL	 2	 1	 34	 34.0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 34

Frain Punting game-by-game
2014	 No	 Yds	 Avg	 Lg	 BK	 TB	 FC	 50+	 I20 
YSU	 1	 34	 34.0	 34	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
WKU	 0	 0	 0.0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
@WASH				    DNP
TXST				    DNP
@NEB				    DNP
PUR				    DNP
@WIS				    DNP				  
MIN				    DNP
@OSU				    DNP

IOWA				    DNP
PSU				    DNP
@NW				    DNP
LT*				    DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

Frain Kickoffs game-by-game
2014	 KO	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 RT	rt  yds	 YPR 
YSU	 3	 160	 53.3	 1	 1	 27	 27.0
WKU	 1	 57	 57.0	 0	 1	 17	 17.0
@WASH				    DNP
TXST				    DNP
@NEB				    DNP
PUR				    DNP
@WIS				    DNP
MIN				    DNP
@OSU				    DNP
IOWA				    DNP
PSU				    DNP
@NW				    DNP
LT*				    DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

Frain Kicking game-by-game	
2013	 FGM-FGA	 LG	 BLKD	 PAT	 PTS
SIU			   DNP
CIN			   DNP
vs. WASH			   DNP
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 --	 0	 2-2	 2
@NEB			   DNP
WIS			   DNP
MSU			   DNP
@PSU			   DNP - INJURED
@IND			   DNP - INJURED
OSU			   DNP
@PUR			   DNP
NW			   DNP

3  JEff George, Jr.
QB, 6-3, 205, Fr.
Indianapolis, Ind. / Warren Central HS

High School: Grayshirted the 
2014 season before enrolling 
at Illinois in January 2015 ... 
Three-star recruit by ESPN.
com in 2014 ... Ranked as 
the No. 24 player in Indiana 
in 2014 ... Led Warren Central 
to 2013 Class 6A State title 
(father Jeff, Sr., led Warren 
Central to 1986 state 
title) ... Three-year football 
letterwinner and four-year 

baseball letterwinner.

Personal: Born April 19, 1996 ... Son of Jeff and Teresa George 
... Has one brother and one sister ... Father, Jeff, Sr., played 
quarterback at Illinois in 1988 and ’89, leading the Illini to bowl 
games each season and still ranking on UI top-10 lists in several 
categories ... Jeff, Sr., was the No. 1 overall pick in the 1990 NFL 
Draft by the Indianapolis Colts and played 12 NFL seasons with 
five different teams ... Lists New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady as his favorite athlete … Enrolled in the College of 
Business.

88  Zach Grant
WR, 6-0, 195, Jr.
Springfield, Ill. / Rochester HS / St. Ambrose / NIU

2014 Redshirt Sophomore: 
Saw action in one game, 
making his Illinois debut at 
Northwestern Nov. 29. 

2013 Sophomore: Sat out the 
2013 season due to NCAA 
transfer rules after playing 
for St. Ambrose University 
(NAIA) in 2012, transferring 
to Northern Illinois University 
for Spring 2013 and then 

finally transferring to Illinois prior to the 2013 season. 

At St. Ambrose University (NAIA): First Team All-Mid-States 
Football Association Midwest League selection during his lone 
season at SAU in 2012 … Ranked in the top 10 nationally in 
receiving yards (1,170), receptions (91) and touchdowns (16), 
the latter two both school records, while helping the Fighting 
Bees to a 9-2 record.

High School: Played with Illini QB Wes Lunt at Rochester, helping 
the team to IHSA Class 4A State Championships in 2010 and 
2011 … Set the state record for most receiving yards in a season 
(2,310) and had the second-most receptions in a season (131) 
in 2011 … 2011 Max Preps All-American, Champaign News-
Gazette and IHSFCA First-Team All-State and Central State Eight 
Conference Player of the Year … High school coach was Derek 
Leonard … Four-year letterwinner in football and two-year letter 
winner in basketball.

Personal: Son of Scott and Amy Grant … Has two brothers … 
Born Feb. 11, 1994 … Illini hero growing up was Dee Brown … 
Majoring in sport management.

84  Jordan Hahn
WR, 6-2, 195, So.
Olney, Ill. / East Richland

2015 Sophomore: Joined 
team as walkon WR prior to 
fall camp.

2013 & 2014: Was enrolled 
at Illinois but did not play 
football. 

High School: Little Illini 
Conference ... First-Team All-
Conference running back ... 
Helped set school records in 
4x100m and 4x200m relays 

in 2012 ... Participated in the Wabash Valley All-Star Game ...  

Personal: Born April 17, 1995 ... Son of Tim and Brandee Hahn ... 
Has one sister and one brother ... Majoring in engineering physics.
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19  Justin Hardee
WR, 6-1, 195, SR.
Cleveland, Ohio / Glenville

• Illinois Offensive Skill Points Award (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in Dec. 2014

2014 Junior: Played in all 
13 games, starting eight ... 
Had 19 catches for 240 yards 
(12.6 ypc) on the season 
... Named team’s Offensive 
Skill Points Award recipient 
... Caught a career-high 
six passes for 110 yards, 
including a go-ahead 62-yard 
TD pass with 12:27 left in the 
fourth quarter, against WKU.

2013 Sophomore: Played in all 12 games, starting one ... His 
start against Wisconsin was the second of his career ...  Had 11 
catches for 95 yards (8.6 ypc) on the season ... Picked up three 
special teams tackles against Ohio State ... Recorded season 
highs with three catches for 34 yards and a long of 23 against 
Ohio State.

2012 Freshman: Played in all 12 games, making one start, 
the first of his career, against Louisiana Tech (9/22) ... Had 17 
catches for 192 yards, including a long of 48, on the season ... 
Registered two special teams tackles at Northwestern ... Recorded 
39 yards on five catches against Purdue, matching his career-
high reception total ... Posted career highs of five catches for 
99 yards, including a career-long 48-yarder against Charleston 
Southern ... Recorded his first career reception for 17 yards at 
Arizona State ... Made Illini debut and recorded one special teams 
tackle during season-opening win over Western Michigan.

High School: A two-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com 
... Third-team Northeast Lakes All-District selection in 2011 ... 
Played in Next Level Northeast Ohio All-Star Game ... Glenville won 
2011 Cleveland city championship ... Member of 2009 team that 
played in the Division 1 state title game ... High school teammate 
of fellow Illini V’Angelo Bentley ... Also ran track at Glenville, 
winning a 2011 OHSAA State Championship in the 4x400m relay 
... High school coach was Ted Ginn Sr. 

Personal: Son of Arthur Hardee and the late Estella Perryman 
... Born Feb. 7, 1994 ... Cousin, Cordale Scott, played football at 
Illinois and Toledo ... Earned bachelor’s degree in communication 
from Illinois in December 2014 and currently is enrolled in the 
recreation, sport and tourism master’s program. 

Career Highs
Receptions: 6 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Receiving Yards: 110 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14 
Long Reception: 62 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14 
Touchdowns: 1 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
All-Purpose Yards: 110 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Tackles: 3 vs. Ohio State, 11/16/13

Receiving Statistics
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2012	 12	 17	 192	 11.3	 16.0	 0	 48
2013	 12	 11	 95	 8.6	 7.9	 0	 23
2014	 13	 19	 240	 12.6	 18.5	 1	 62
TOTAL	 37	 47	 527	 11.2	 14.2	 1	 62

HArdee RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-16	 0	 11
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 6-110	 1	 62
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-5	 0	 5
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-49	 0	 12
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-21	 0	 18
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-19	 0	 --
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-10	 0	 10
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-10	 0	 10

*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-6	 0	 7
CIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-13	 0	 13
vs. WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-25	 0	 18
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-9	 0	 9
MSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@IND	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-34	 0	 23
@PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-8	 0	 8

2012	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
WMU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@ASU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-17	 0	 17
CSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-99	 0	 48
LT	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-10	 0	 7
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-22	 0	 16
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@MICH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
IND	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-5	 0	 4
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MINN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 5-39	 0	 9
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --

38  Samuel Harlib
DB, 6-0, 180, So.
Las Vegas, Nev. / Army & Navy Academy

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on prior 
to the season. 

High School: Played in the 
inaugural Football University 
All-Star Games in 2013 … 
Also lettered in basketball 
and track.

Personal: Last name pronounced HAR-lib … Son of Tammie 
Roitman and Dennis Flynn … Has two brothers and two sisters 
… Father, Dennis, played football at Illinois … Born June 8, 1995 
… Majoring in sport management.

79  Zach Heath
OL, 6-4, 300, Jr.
Penryn, Calif. / Del Oro HS / American River College

Junior College: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Scout 
and 247Sports ... Ranked the 
No. 1 junior college center 
in the nation by ESPN.com 
... Missed most of the 2014 
season due to injury ... Team 
went 10-2 in 2014, falling to 
City College of San Francisco 
in the NorCal Championship 
game, 17-14. 

High School: Second-team All-State and first-team All-Sierra 
Foothill League as a senior after leading team to the California 
Division 2 state title game. 

Personal: Born Oct. 22, 1994 ... Son of Julie Heath ... Has three 
brothers and one sister ... Brother, Jason, played OL at UNLV from 
2008-11 and brother, Brian, played tight end at Sacramento State 
from 2006-09 ... Enrolled in recreation, sport and toursim. 

54  Zach Hirth
LS, 6-4, 220, JR.
Eureka, Mo. / Eureka

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2013)

2014 Sophomore: Returned 
from injury to snap for PATs 
and field goals for five 
games late in the season 
... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree. 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Served as the primary long 
snapper in all 12 games, 
recording two tackles …  
Made his first career tackle 

against Nebraska ... Walk-on earned a scholarship prior to the 
2013 season ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree. 

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School:  Ranked  as second-best long snapper in the nation 
by ESPNU ... Five-star snapper rating by Kohl’s Professional 
Camps and the best overall long snapper ... A two-star recruit by 
Scout.com ... Under Armour All-American selection. 

Personal: Son of Robin and William Hirth ... Born Aug. 9, 1993  
... Four-year honor roll student in high school ... Majoring in 
kinesiology.

30  Julian Hylton
DB, 6-0, 205, R-Fr.
Tinley Park, Ill. / Lincoln-Way north

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by Rivals and ESPN.
com ... Ranked the No. 28 
player in Illinois by ESPN.
com and No. 31 by Rivals 
... Rushed for 2,528 yards 
and 32 touchdowns on 349 
carries (7.2 ypc) in 2013 to 
earn first-team IHSFCA All-

State, Chicago Sun-Times All-Area and All-Southwest Suburban 
Red honors ... Also added 16 tackles and an interception on 
defense while leading team to the IHSA Class 6A quarterfinals 
in 2013 ... Rushed for 1,186 yards and 20 TDs on 155 carries 
(7.7 ypc) in 2012 ... Scored 342 career points ... Also a four-year 
letterwinner in track & field and one year in basketball ... 2013 
IHSA Class 3A state runner-up in the 100m dash (10.79) ... Holds 
school records for 100m (10.68) and 200m dash (21.97).

Personal: Born Dec. 29, 1995 ... Son of Richard and Karla Harris 
Hylton ... Has two sisters ... Four-year scholar-athlete award and 
honor roll member ... Active in J. Kyle Braid Leadership Foundation 
and Science Honor Society ... Lists NFL star Adrian Peterson 
as his favorite athlete because “I admire the work ethic and 
determination he plays with.” … Majoring in kinesiology. 
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12  Chris James
DB, 5-11, 190, R-Fr.
Orange, Texas / WEst Orange-Stark

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Beaumont 
Enterprise 2013 Super Gold 
First Team, calling him “One 
of the best man cover corners 
in southeast Texas.” ... 
First-team All-District 21 3A 
honoree in 2013 after leading 
team to 11-2 record ... Had 58 
tackles, three interceptions, 

one sack and returned one fumble for a touchdown on defense, 
while rushing for 685 yards and eight touchdowns on 108 
carries (6.3 ypc) and catching 17 passes for 181 yards and two 
touchdowns in 2013 ... Played in only two games in 2012 due 
to injury ... Played at Ozen High School in Beaumont, Texas, in 
2011 ... Three-year football letterwinner and four-year track & 
field letterwinner ... State qualifier in 4x100m relay and 4x200m 
relay in 2012.

Personal: Full name is Christopher Q. James, Jr. ... Born Oct. 13, 
1995 ... Son of Chris and Felicia James ... Has two brothers and 
five sisters ... Honor roll student ... Lists Deion Sanders as his 
favorite athlete because he’s “a beast at corner” … Enrolled in 
general studies.

80  Ainslie Johnson
TE, 6-2, 230, Jr.
Anaheim, Calif. / ServitE HS / Cerritos College

Pronunciation: AINS-lee

Junior College: Ranked the 
No. 2 junior college tight end 
in the nation by ESPN and No. 
7 by 247Sports ... Caught 17 
passes for 210 yards (12.4 
ypc) and one touchdown in 
2014, helping Cerritos to an 
8-3 record.

High School: First-team 
All-Trinity League in 2011 
... Second-team All-Trinity 

League in 2010 ... Team won the 2009 state championship. 

Personal: Born Jan. 17, 1994 ... Son of Damone and Donna 
Johnson ... Has one sister ... Father played seven years in the NFL 
as a tight end for the Los Angeles Rams ... Majoring in history. 

44  Julian Jones
LB, 6-2, 215, Fr.
Atlanta, Ga. / Westlake 

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com and Scout ... Ranked as 
the No. 12 outside linebacker 
in Georgia by 247Sports and 
No. 15 by Scout ... First-team 
All-Region OLB and All-City 
in 2014 after racking up 
70 tackles, nine TFLs, four 
sacks, three interceptions 
and three forced fumbles ... 
Second-team All-Region as a 

QB in 2013 ... Three-year letterwinner in both football and track 
and field. 

Personal: Born June 4, 1997 ... Son of Adrian and Christa Jones 
... Has one sister ... Father, Adrian Jones, played defensive back 
for Missouri from 1986-89 and is the Tigers’ career interceptions 
leader with 15  ... Lists fellow Westlake HS football star Cam 
Newton as his favorite athlete ... National Honor Society member 
... Majoring in kinesiology.

69  Ted Karras
OL, 6-4, 310, SR.
Indianapolis, Ind. / Cathedral

Pronunciation: CARE-us

• Honorable Mention All-Big Ten (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2012)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in Dec. 2014

2014 Junior: Honorable 
mention All-Big Ten ... 
Started the first nine games 
of the season and playing 
556 snaps at right guard 
to help Illinois reach the 
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl 
... Suffered a knee injury 
at Ohio State and missed 
the last four games of the 
season ... Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree. 

2013 Sophomore: Played at right guard in every game but the 
season-opener against SIU, which he missed due to injury ... 
Started 10 games ... Earned Illinois Point Award as top Offensive 
Lineman at annual postseason banquet ... The offense improved 
significantly in every major offensive category thanks in large 
part to the O-line ... Helped the Illini offense roll up 601 total 
yards and 289 rushing yards against Miami (Ohio) and 612 yards 
at Indiana, just the second time in school history an Illini team 
put up 600 or more yards twice in the same season.

2012 Freshman: Started at right guard in all 12 games ... Helped 
the Illini to 479 total yards and 365 passing yards in the 44-0 win 
over Charleston Southern ... Made first career start and played 
every offensive snap in season-opening win over Western Michigan 
... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2011 Redshirt: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com and two-star by 
Scout.com … High school coach was Rick Streiff … All-Midwest 
Region pick by PrepStar … Rated one of the Top 25 offensive 
guard prospects and a three-star recruit by ESPN.com … Earned 
Indiana Associated Press Class 4A All-State honors in 2009 and 
2010 … Named to the Catholic All-American team … Indiana 

Digest Top 15 selection ... Named to the Indiana Football Coaches 
Association Top 50 All-State team … Selected No. 15 on Rivals.
com’s Indiana Top 30 list … Helped Cathedral to 4A state titles 
in 2008 and 2010. 

Personal: Last name pronounced CARE-us … Son of Jennifer 
and Ted Karras … Born on March 15, 1993 … Seventh member 
of his family to play football in the Big Ten, including his great-
uncle, Alex Karras, who won the Outland Trophy as a defensive 
tackle at Iowa and was named to the Pro Bowl four times in the 
NFL with the Detroit Lions before going into acting, including a 
starring role in the 1980s sitcom “Webster” … Grandfather, Ted 
Karras, played defensive tackle at Indiana and five of his nine 
seasons in the NFL with the Chicago Bears, helping Bears to ‘63 
World Championship … Father, Ted Karras Jr. (now the coach at 
Marian University), was a defensive tackle at Northwestern and 
played briefly with the Washington Redskins … Great-uncle, Paul 
Karras, played at Iowa; great-uncle, Lou Karras, played at Purdue 
and three seasons with the Washington Redskins; uncle, Tony 
Karras, played at Northwestern … Chose Illinois over Indiana, 
Iowa State, Wyoming and UCLA among more than 15 offers 
… Earned bachelor’s degree in communication from Illinois in 
December 2014 and currently is enrolled in the recreation, sport 
and tourism master’s program.

4  Darwyn Kelly
DB, 6-1, 210, So.
Upper Marlboro, Md. / H.D. Woodson

2014 Redshirt Freshman: Did not play in 2014 after battling 
injuries for most of the season. 

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by Rivals, ESPN and 
247Sports … Ranked the No. 
4 player in Washington, D.C. 
by 247Sports and the No. 5 
player in D.C. by Rivals … 
Ranked the No. 66 safety in 
the nation by 247Sports … 
Had 72 tackles as a junior 

and 30 tackles in a shortened senior season at H.D. Woodson High 
School … Totaled nine interceptions (five as a junior and four 
as a senior) his last two seasons … Earned honorable-mention 
All-Washington Catholic Athletic Conference honors as a junior 
… Lettered in track as a sophomore and junior and all four years 
in football … Played at Carroll High School of the Washington 
Catholic Athletic Conference as a junior.

Personal: Born June 10, 1995 … Father is Darwin Kelly … 
Mother is Chavella Kelly … Biggest thrill in sports is returning 
interceptions for touchdowns, of which he had two against Wilson 
H.S. in 2012 (78 and 95 yards) … Favorite player is NFL great 
Ed Reed … Was on the Academic Honor Roll three years in high 
school … Grew up following D.C. native Tavon Wilson’s career at 
Illinois … Says his father most influenced his athletic career by 
getting him involved in sports at an early age and encouraging 
him to do his best … Is active in his church and has volunteered 
his time at a local soup kitchen in the D.C. area ... Majoring in 
sport management.
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23  Davontay Kwaaning
DB, 5-11, 190, Sr.
Chicago, Ill. / Lindblom

Pronunciation: duh-VAHN-tay QUAN-ing

• Illinois Co-Defensive Unsung Hero Award (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in RST in summer 2015

2014 Junior: Saw action 
in 12 games, primarily on 
special teams, recording 
six tackles and one PBU ... 
One of two recipients of the 
team’s Unsung Hero Award for 
defense ... Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree.

2013 Redshirt Sophomore: 
Member of UI squad. 

2012 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad ... Joined team during 2012 spring practice. 

High School: High school coach was Charles Frazier. 

Personal: Last name pronounced QUAN-ing … Son of Kenyatta 
Rule and Gerard Kwaaning ... Born Aug. 28, 1993 ...  Earned 
bachelor’s degree in recreation, sport and tourism from Illinois 
in summer 2015 and is enrolled in the RST master’s program 
in fall 2015.

Career Highs
Tackles: 2 at Northwestern 11/29/14
Solos: 1, twice (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
TFLs: -
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: - 1 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2014	 12	 2	 4	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 12	 2	 4	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0

Kwaaning Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP
WKU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

15  Jevaris Little
DB, 6-0, 190, JR. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. / Lakewood

Pronunciation: juh-VAR-is

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
12 games, recording nine 
tackles and  one TFL on the 
season ... Made first career 
start against Washington ... 
Recorded his first career TFL 
at Washington.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in all 12 games, 
primarily on special teams, 
and totaled six tackles.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com ... First-team 
Tampa Bay Times All-Pinellas County selection ... Honorable 
mention Tampa Bay Times All-Suncoast team ... Played in Tampa 
Bay Times senior all-star game ... High school coach was Cory 
Moore. 

Personal: First name pronounced juh-VAR-us … Son of Valencia 
Bell and Albert Little ... Full name is Jevaris Rashad Little ... Born 
Jan. 10, 1994 ... Chose Illinois over Indiana, Kansas and Toledo, 
among others ... Majoring in sociology. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 2, 3x (last at Ohio State, 11/1/14)
Solos: 2 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
TFLs: 1 at Washington, 9/13/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 12	 3	 3	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 12	 6	 3	 9	 1.0-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 24	 9	 6	 15	 1.0-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

LITTLE Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 1	 1	 2	 1.0-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*					     DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

95  Max Loeb
Dl, 6-0, 300, So.
lawrenceville, ill. / Lawrenceville

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Lettered all four 
years in football and track, 
and twice in basketball ... 
Named All-Conference 
four times ... Three-time 
Vincennes Sun Commercial 
All-Area ... IHSA All-State 
Academic ... News Gazette 
All-State Honorable Mention 

...  Played in the Illinois High School Shrine All-Star Game ... 
Coached by Greg Wood.

Personal: Son of Ed and Jan Loeb ... Has two brothers and one 
sister ... Born Jan. 23, 1995 ... Majoring in geology. 

68  Matt Long
OL, 6-4, 290, Fr.
Coal City, Ill. / Coal City

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Lettered in 
football (3), track (4), and 
basketball (1) ... Named 
to All-Area, All-State, 
and Interestate Eight All-
Conference in 2014 … Tom 
Lemming All-Area in 2013 
... Two-time All-Conference in 
track ... Coached by Lenny 

Onsen 

Personal: Son of Mark and Deanna Long ... Has one sister ... Born 
Feb. 19, 1997 ...  Plans to major in business marketing.

29  Nelson lugo
STAR, 5-11, 200, JR.
franklin Park, IlL. / East Leyden

2014 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad. 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2012 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2012 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on prior 
to the season. 

High School: ESPN All-State 
Illinois 2011-12 ... West 

Suburban All-Conference 2009-12 ... Northwest All-Area 2010-12 
... Recorded 238 solo tackles in three varsity seasons ... Track & 
Field West Suburban All-Conference 2009-2012 ... High School 
Coach was Tom Cerasani. 

Personal: Born Feb. 4, 1994 ... Son of Susan and Nelson Lugo Sr. 
... Majoring in sport management.
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12  Wes Lunt
QB, 6-5, 225, JR.
Rochester, Ill. / Rochester HS / Oklahoma STate

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Redshirt Sophomore: 
Saw action in eight games, 
starting seven ... Was at his 
best in the fourth quarter, 
completing 36-of-48 passes 
(75.0 percent) for 449 yards 
with five touchdowns and zero 
interceptions to rank fourth 
in FBS in fourth-quarter 
efficiency (187.95) and third 
in completion percentage 

(75.0) (min. 30 att.) ... Led the Illini to three fourth-quarter 
comeback wins in 2014 ... Led all Power Five QBs in 4th qtr QB 
rating when the game was within 7 points (20-for-25, 5 TD, 0 INT) 
... Threw for a career-high 456 yards against Western Kentucky, 
second-most in Memorial Stadium history (J. Williams, 462, 2008) 
and fourth on the UI single-game passing yardage list ... Threw 
a career-long 62-yard TD pass to Justin Hardee against Western 
Kentucky ... Started his Illini debut against Youngstown State, 
turning in the best Illini quarterback debut in school history in 
terms of passing yards (285) and touchdowns (4) ... Finished 
24-of-38 for 285 yards and four touchdowns with no interceptions 
... Academic All-Big Ten honoree. 

2013 Sophomore: Sat out season due to NCAA transfer rules.

2012 Freshman (at Oklahoma State): Enrolled early in January 
2012 and entered the fall of 2013 atop the depth chart at 
quarterback ... Made five starts for the Cowboys as a true-
freshman, the first three games of the season and two in the 
middle of the season, before injuries ended both streaks ... Was 
the first true-freshman QB to start a season-opener at OSU since 
at least 1950, completing 11-of-11 passes for 123 yards in 
less than a quarter of play in an 84-0 win over Savannah State 
... Followed with a 436-yard, four-TD performance at Arizona 
in his first road start ... On the season, completed 81-of-131 
passes (61.8 percent) for 1,108 yards, six touchdowns and seven 
interceptions in six games.

High School: Two-time state champion, leading Rochester to 
Class 4A state titles in 2010 and ’11 ... All-state pick by the 
Chicago Tribune and was the 2011 Champaign News-Gazette 
state player of the year after throwing for 3,650 yards, 31 
touchdowns and just four interceptions despite missing several 
games early in the season due to injury ... Set a state record 
with 590 passing yards and four touchdowns in the 2011 state 
title game at Illinois’ Memorial Stadium ... Amassed more than 
7,000 passing yards, had 65 touchdown passes and just eight 
interceptions over his last two seasons at Rochester ... Was a 
four-star recruit and ranked as No. 7 QB in the nation coming 
out of high school by Rivals ... Participated in the Semper-Fidelis 
All-America game ... High school coach was Derek Leonard ... Also 
lettered in basketball three years ... Member of the high honor roll, 
Spanish Club and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

Personal: Son of Andy and Jane Lunt ... Has one brother and 
one sister ... Brother, Wil, played quarterback at Western Illinois 
University from 2009-12 ... Born Oct. 7, 1993 ... Interested in 
becoming an athletic director after college  ... Lists former Illinois 
basketball All-American Dee Brown as his Fighting Illini hero 
growing up … Majoring in sport management. 

CAREER HIGHS
Attempts: 50 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Completions: 35 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Passing Yards: 456 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Touchdown Passes: 4 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Long Pass: 62 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14
Carries: 4 at Washington, 9/13/14
Rushing Yards: 0
Rushing Touchdowns: 0
Long Rush: 5 vs. Iowa, 11/15/14
Total Offense: 439 vs. Western Kentucky, 9/6/14

Passing Statistics
YEAR	 G	 ATT	C OMP	 PCT	 YDS	 TD	 Int	 LG	 YPG	 Eff.
2014	 8	 241	 153	 63.5	 1,763	 14	 3	 62	 220.4	 141.61

rushing statistics	
YEAR	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD  	 LG
2014	 8	 16	 -80	 -5.0	 -10.0	 0	 0

Total Offense statistics	
YEAR	 G	 Rush	 Pass	 Total	 Avg/G
2014	 8	 -80	 1,763	 1,683	 210.4

LUNT Passing Game-by-Game
2014	 ATT	C MP	 INT	 YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 38	 24	 0	 285	 4	 49
WKU	 50	 35	 1	 456	 3	 62
@WASH	 26	 16	 1	 230	 2	 60
TXST	 39	 25	 1	 266	 2	 33
@NEB			   DNP - INJURED
PUR	 39	 27	 0	 332	 2	 47
@WIS			   DNP - INJURED
MIN			   DNP - INJURED
@OSU			   DNP - INJURED
IOWA	 25	 14	 0	 102	 1	 31
PSU	 17	 8	 0	 58	 0	 12
@NW			   DNP
LT*	 8	 4	 0	 34	 0	 20
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

LUNT RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 1-(-1)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
WKU	 3-(-17)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
@WASH	 4-(-22)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST	 1-(-4)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB		  DNP - Injured
PUR	 2-(-17)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
@WIS		  DNP - Injured
MIN		  DNP - INJURED
@OSU		  DNP - Injured
IOWA	 3-(-5)	 0	 5	 0-0	 0	 --
PSU	 2-(-14)	 0	 0	 0-0	 0	 --
@NW		  DNP
LT*	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

41  Jimmy Marchese
lb, 6-2, 205, Fr.
Vernon Hills, ill. / Stevenson

Pronunciation: mar-CASE

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Lettered in 
football (3) and baseball 
(3) ... Two-time Academic 
All-State in football ... 
Two-time Academic All-
Conference in baseball ... 
Won state championship in 
football (2014) and sectional 
championship in baseball 

(2015) ... Head coach was Bill McNamara.

Personal: Son of John and Julie Marchese ... Has three brothers 
... Born March 24, 1997 .... Father, John, played football at Iowa 
(1985) .... Brother, Joey, plays at Maryland ... Cousin, Quinn, plays 
football at Northwestern ... Plans to major in business.

70  Max Marietti
ol, 6-5, 315, Fr.
Frankfort, ill. / Lincoln way east

Pronunciation: mare-ee-EH-tee

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Lettered twice in 
football ... Named 2015 All-
Conference ... State runner-
up in 2012 ... Coached by 
Rob Zuonar.

Personal: Son of Michael and 
Gina ... Has two brothers ... 
Born on September 9, 1997 ... 
Brother, Mike plays basketball 

at Illinois Weslyn ... Plans to major in business.

56  Michael martin
LS, 6-4, 225, Jr.
Champaign, Ill. / Centennial

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014) 

2014 Sophomore: Served as 
Illinois’ long snapper in all 13 
games of 2014 ... Recorded 
one tackle against Penn 
State ... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2012 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2012 season. 

High School: High schoool coach was Mike McDonnell. 

Personal: Son of Karen and Gregory Martin ... Born Dec. 2, 1993 
... Has three brothers ... Both parents swam at Illinois ... Majoring 
in mechanical engineering.
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76  Zeke Martin
OL, 6-5, 285, Fr.
Medina, Ohio / Medina

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com and Scout ... Ranked 
as the No. 44 prospect in 
Ohio and the No. 69 offensive 
lineman in the nation by 
Scout ... Ranked as the No. 
14 offensive lineman in Ohio 
by 247Sports and No. 15 by 
ESPN.com ... Played in 2014 
Blue-Grey All-American Bowl 
and Ohio/Michigan Classic 

All-Star game ... Named second-team All-State, first-team All-
District and first-team All-Conference in 2014 ... All-Ohio special 
mention, first-team All-District and first-team All-Conference 
in 2013.

Personal: Born Sept. 6, 1996 ... Son of Michael Martin and 
Jennifer Rix ... Has one brother ... Majoring in kinesiology.

9  Sam mays
WR, 6-3, 200, Fr.
Missouri City, Texas / The Kinkaid School

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout ... 
Ranked as the No. 9 wide 
receiver in Texas by 247Sports 
... First-team All-Area and 
All-State private school 
team after hauling in 58 
catches for 905 yards and 
eight touchdowns in 2014 ... 
Selected to Greater Houston 

first-team offense ... Finalist for Touchdown Club of Houston 
Offensive Player of the Year ... Four-year letterwinner in football 
and three-year letterwinner in basketball ... Team captain for both 
football and basketball teams as a senior.

Personal: Born Nov. 13, 1996 ... Son of Joe and Gwen Mays ... 
Has two sisters ... Cousin, Roger Lee Jordan, played football at 
Northwestern from 2000-04 ... Cousin, Larry Micheaux, played 
basketball for the University of Houston from 1979-83 (Phi 
Slamma Jamma) ... Cousin Kendrick Bridges played basketball 
at Houston Baptist University from 1998-2002 ... Involved in 
many community services initiatives, including Beating Cancer 
with a Stick and Kinkaid Special Olympics ... Served as a mentor 
in Kinkaid Peer Mentor Program ... Plans to major in business.

45  Henry McGrew
LEO, 6-3, 250, R-Fr.
Overland Park, Kan. / Blue Valley 

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com ... 
Ranked the No. 30 inside 
linebacker by ESPN.com ... 
Ranked the No. 8 player in 
Kansas by ESPN.com and No. 
15 by 247Sports ... Led team 
to 2013 Kansas 5A state title 
... Consensus first-team All-

State and first-team All-Eastern Kansas League ... Had 159 
tackles, 83 solos, 3.5 sacks, two forced fumbles and two 
touchdowns in 2013 ... Tallied 109 tackles, five sacks, two 
forced fumbles and eight touchdowns in 2012 ... Also lettered in 
basketball and track and field.

Personal: Full name is George Henry McGrew ... Goes by Henry 
... Born Jan. 6, 1996 ... Son of George and Kathleen McGrew ... 
Has one brother and one sister ... Says his favorite athletes are 
Tim Tebow, because of his faith and work eithic, and Ray Lewis, 
because he’s relentless … Enrolled in general curriculum. 

48  Chase McLaughlin
PK, 6-1, 170, R-Fr.
Cypress, Texas / Cypress Woods

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season ... Joined 
team as walk-on in summer 
2014. 

High School: Lettered in 
football (3) and soccer (4) 
... Most touch-backs in state 
of Texas for 2015 season ... 
Kicked 42-yard, game-tying 
field goal with 4 seconds left 
and then 25-yard field goal to 

win in overtime ... First-team All-District and Academic All-State.

Personal: Son of Dan and Tammy McLaughlin ... Born on April 9, 
1996 ... Has one brother ... Favorite athlete is former Illini Steve 
Weatherford ... Biggest influence was his dad for teaching him 
perseverance and determination ... Plans to major in mechanical 
engineering.

72  Gabe Megginson
OL, 6-5, 300, Fr.
Jacksonville, Ill. / Jacksonville

High School: Consensus 
four-star recruit (247Sports, 
ESPN.com, Rivals and Scout) 
... Ranked among top-300 
players nationally by Scout 
(No. 122) and ESPN.com (No. 
219) ... Ranked as the No. 12 
offensive lineman nationally 
by Scout, No. 18 by Rivals 
and No. 20 by ESPN.com ... 
Ranked as the No. 2 overall 
prospect in Illinois by ESPN.

com and Scout, No. 4 by 247Sports and No. 5 by Rivals ... Ranked 
as the No. 1 offensive lineman in Illinois by all four outlets ... 
Captain at 2015 Semper-Fidelis All-American Bowl ... First-team 

All-State, All-Area and All-Conference in 2014 ... Three-year 
letterwinner in football and four-year letterwinner in track and 
field.

Personal: Born May 26, 1997 ... Son of Tim and Heidi Megginson 
... Has three brothers and two sisters … Enrolled in general 
curriculum.

55  Jamal Milan
DL, 6-2, 310, Fr.
Chicago, Ill. / Al Raby

Pronunciation: mi-LAN

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout 
... Ranked as the No. 45 
defensive tackle in the nation 
by Rivals and the No. 3 DT in 
Illinois by ESPN.com, Rivals 
and Scout ... Ranked as 
the No. 14 overall player in 
Illinois by Rivals, No. 18 by 
Scout and No. 20 by ESPN.
com ... All-State, All-Area and 

All-Conference in 2014 after piling up 62 tackles, 14 TFLs and 
four sacks ... Selected for the 2015 Offense-Defense All-American 
Bowl in Orlando.

Personal: Born Feb. 20, 1996 ... Son of Willie Long and Melissa 
Milan ... Has two sisters … Enrolled in general curriculum.

35  Jonathan Milazzo
pk, 5-10, 170, Fr.
Orland Park, ill. / carl sandburg

Pronunciation: muh-LAH-zo

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Lettered in 
football (4), soccer (2), and 
track and field (3) ... Kicked 
two 50-yard field goals ... 
Three-time All-Conference 
and two-time All-Area ... 
Coached by Dave Wierzal.

Personal: Son of Vincent and 
Barbara Milazzo ... Has two 

sisters ... Born Oct. 28, 1996 ... Plans to major in business.
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43  Mason Monheim
LB, 6-1, 235, SR.
Orrville, Ohio / Orrville

• Rotary Lombardi Award Preseason Watch List (2015)
• Butkus Award Preseason Watch List (2015 & 2014)
• �Enters 2015 w 294 tackles, 2nd-most for active FBS players
• Honorable Mention All-Big Ten (2014)
• AFCA Good Works Team Nominee (2014)
• Big Ten Distinguished Scholar (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2013)

2014 Junior: Honorable 
Mention All-Big Ten ... 
Recipient of Illinois’ 
Defensive Big Skill Points 
Award ... Started all 13 games 
this season and has started 
35 consecutive games in 
his career ... Ranked 18th 
among all active FBS players 
and first in the Big Ten 
among players with at least 
30 games played in career 

tackles per game (7.95) ... Ranked eighth in the Big Ten with 8.5 
tackles per game ... Led the Big Ten and ranked 17th in FBS in 
fumbles forced per game (0.31) ... Tied with Butkus Award winner 
Kevin Hardy and Earnest Thomas III for fourth on Illinois’ career 
fumbles forced record list (7) ...  Had five tackles, a fumble 
recovery and a 49-yard interception return for a touchdown in 
the win at Northwestern ... Tied his career high with 15 tackles 
against Iowa ... Totaled 10 tackles, including a career-high nine 
solos at Washington ... Big Ten Distinguished Scholar (3.7+ GPA) 
and Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2013 Sophomore: Ranked ninth in the Big Ten and third on the 
team in tackles per game (8.1) ... Started all 12 games at middle 
linebacker, posting 97 tackles, 6.5 TFLs, 1.0 sack, one PBU, one 
QB hurry and one forced fumble ... Led the team with 14 tackles 
against Michigan State ... Recorded his first career QB hurry 
against Wisconsin ... Forced his third career fumble at Nebraska 
... Had eight tackles, including 1.5 TFLs, against Miami (Ohio) ... 
Recorded career highs with a solo sack and 2.0 TFLs among 10 
tackles against Cincinnati ... Had eight tackles and a half-TFL 
in season-opener against SIU ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Freshman: Named to Phil Steele’s second-team freshman 
All-America team ... Led the entire Illinois squad and all Big Ten 
freshmen in tackles with 86 ... Played in all 12 games and made 
10 starts as a true-feshman ... Had six TFLs, 1.5 sacks, two forced 
fumbles, one interception, one pass break-up and one fumble 
recovery to go along with his team-high 86 tackles ... Earned 
Illinois Point Award as top Defensive Big Skill Player at annual 
postseason banquet ... Registered a game- and career-high 15 
tackles, including 1.5 TFLs and a half-sack against Minnesota to 
earn his second Big Ten Freshman of the Week honors ... Earned 
Big Ten Freshman of the Week Honors (10/1) after recording a 
game-high 11 tackles and forcing a fumble against Penn State 
... Recorded the first interception of his career, 1.5 TFLs and five 
tackles against Charleston Southern ... Recorded one tackle and 
forced a fumble in his Illini debut against Western Michigan.

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com 
... Ranked the No. 33 inside linebacker in the nation by Scout.
com ... Two-time Division IV Defensive Player of the Year and 
two-time Associated Press Division IV first-team All-State ... 
2011 Ohio Cardinal Conference Defensive Player of the Year ... 
Had 129 tackles, 13 tackles for loss and three sacks in 2011 
... Set the area’s single-season tackles record with 191 in 2010 
... Is Orrville’s career leader in tackles ... Played in the Ohio/
Pennsylvania Big 33 All-Star Game ... High honor roll student with 
a 4.0 grade point average ... High school coach was Doug Davavlt. 

Personal: Son of Jan and John Monheim ... Born Dec. 16, 1992 
... Has two brothers and two sisters ... Majoring in community 
health.

Career Highs
Tackles: 15, 2x (last vs. Iowa, 11/15/14)
Solos: 9 at Washington, 9/13/14
TFLs: 2.5 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Sacks: 1.0 vs. Cincinnati, 9/7/13
QB Hurries: 1, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Fumbles Forced: 1, 7x (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
Fumbles Recovered: 1, twice (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
PBU: 1, 4x (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
Interceptions: 1, 3x (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14) 
Interception Return Yards: 49 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Touchdowns: 1 at Northwestern, 11/29/14

Defensive STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 12	 33	 53	 86	 6.0-13	 1.5-5	 1-20	 1	 0	 2-1
2013	 12	 42	 55	 97	 6.5-16	 1.0-4	 0-0	 1	 1	 1-0
2014	 13	 43	 68	 111	 6.5-16	 1.0-4	 2-52	 2	 1	 4-1
TOTAL	 37	 118	 176	 294	 19.0-45	 3.5-13	 3-72	 4	 2	 7-2

MonHeim GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 2	 12	 14	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
WKU	 4	 3	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 9	 1	 10	 1.0-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
TXST	 4	 4	 8	 2.5-5	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 4	 8	 12	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
PUR	 2	 9	 11	 1.0-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 2	 6	 8	 1.0-2	 0.5-2	 1-3	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 5	 6	 11	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
IOWA	 5	 10	 15	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
@NW	 4	 1	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 1-49	 1	 0	 0-1
LT*	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 2	 6	 8	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 6	 4	 10	 2.0-7	 1.0-4	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 5	 7	 12	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 3	 5	 8	 1.5-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 3	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
WIS	 3	 2	 5	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
MSU	 4	 10	 14	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 3	 5	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@IND	 4	 1	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 3	 4	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 5	 0	 5	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 3	 8	 11	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

2012	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
WMU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0	
@ASU	 3	 1	 4	 0.5-2	 0.5-2	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CSU	 1	 4	 5	 1.5-2	 0-0	 1-20	 0	 0	 0-0
LT	 3	 4	 7	 0.5-0	 0.5-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 4	 7	 11	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
@WIS	 1	 5	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@MICH	 7	 1	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
IND	 1	 9	 10	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 2	 5	 7	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
MINN	 4	 11	 15	 1.5-6	 0.5-3	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 3	 4	 7	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 3	 2	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

24  Darius Mosely
DB, 5-11, 190, Jr.
O’Fallon, Ill. / O’Fallon Township

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
all 13 games and started 
two (Northwestern and Penn 
State), recording 28 tackles, 
two TFLs, two PBUs and a 
fumble recovery ... Also 
totaled 49 punt return yards 
and 43 kick return yards ... 
Totaled a season-high seven 
tackles against Western 
Kentucky ... Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree.

2013 Freshman: Played in all 12 games and started three ... 
Recorded 36 tackles, 0.5 TFLs, one PBU and one fumble recovery 
on the season ... Set career highs with nine tackles and five solos 

against Northwestern, including his first career half-TFL ... Had 
seven tackles, including a career-high five solos, and his first 
career PBU against Penn State ... Made his first career start 
against Michigan State and recovered his first career fumble ... 
Made Illini debut in season-opener against SIU, recording three 
tackles ... Enrolled early at Illinois and participated in 2013 
spring practices. 

High School: Four-star recruit by ESPN and three-star by Scout 
and Rivals ... Ranked the No. 10 senior in Illinois by Rivals ... 
Ranked No. 37 cornerback in nation by Rivals and No. 34 CB by 
Scout ... Earned three letters in football, two in basketball and one 
in track ... Earned first-team all-state honors as a senior ... First-
team All-Southwestern Conference in 2011 and 2012, including 
Co-Player of the Year as a senior ... First-team Metro East All-
Area and St. Louis Post-Dispatch All-Area honors as a senior ... 
Named to the Class 7A All-State Academic team as a junior ... 
Southwestern Conference All-Scholar-Athlete as a junior ... Third-
team all-conference as a sophomore ... Helped lead O’Fallon to 
the state playoffs all three years on varsity, helping his team to a 
conference co-championship as a junior and a conference title as 
a sophomore ... Had 1,126 yards receiving (16.3 ypc) and caught 
10 touchdowns in 2012 ... Also had 33 tackles, one interception, 
two punt returns for touchdowns and one kickoff return for TD in 
2012 ... Had 630 yards in receptions with five touchdowns, 50 
tackles, four interceptions (three returned for touchdowns) and 
one fumble recovery for a touchdown as a junior ... Had 37 tackles 
with one interception and two fumble recoveries as a sophomore. 

Personal: Born Sept. 15, 1994 ... Parents are Delano and 
Deondra Mosely ... Named to the National Honor Society ... Says 
his biggest thrill in sports is returning punts and interceptions 
for touchdowns ... Favorite athlete is Robert Griffin III because 
of his elusiveness and leadership abilities ... Named to the 
academic honor roll all four years in high school … Majoring in 
sport management.

Career Highs
Tackles: 9 vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13
Solos: 5, twice (last vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13)
TFLs: 1.0, twice (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: - 
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1, twice (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
PBUs: 1, 3x (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -
Kick Returns: 2 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
Kick Return Yardage: 21 at Ohio State, 11/1/14
Punt Returns: 2 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Punt Return Yardage: 14 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Long Punt Return: 9 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Punt Return Touchdowns: -
All-Purpose Yards: 21 at Ohio State 11/1/14

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 12	 21	 15	 36	 0.5-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-1
2014	 13	 18	 10	 28	 2.0-9	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-1
TOTAL	 25	 39	 25	 64	 2.5-9	 0-0	 0-0	 3	 0	 0-2

Kick return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2013	 1	 -2	 -2.0	 0	 -2
2014	 4	 43	 10.8	 0	 18
Total	 5	 41	 8.2	 0	 18

Punt return Statistics
YEAR	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
2013	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --
2014	 7	 49	 7.0	 0	 14
Total	 7	 49	 7.0	 0	 14
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Mosely Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 4	 3	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 2	 1	 3	 1.0-8	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
@NW	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1 
@PSU	 5	 2	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@IND	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 3	 1	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 5	 4	 9	 0.5-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

Mosely KICK/PUNT RETURN game-by-game
2014	 KR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG	 PR-YDS	 AVG	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 2-14	 7.0	 0	 9
WKU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@WASH	 1-18	 18.0	 0	 18	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@WIS	 1-4	 4.0	 0	 4	 1-11	 11.0	 0	 11
MIN	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
@OSU	 2-21	 10.5	 0	 12	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 1-3	 3.0	 0	 3
PSU	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 1-14	 14.0	 0	 14
@NW	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 2-7	 3.5	 0	 7
LT*	 0-0	 0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 0	 --
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

29  T.J. Moss
DB, 5-11, 195, R-Fr.
Carpentersville, Ill. / Dundee Crown

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on in 
summer 2014. 

High School: High school 
coach was Vito Andriola. 

Personal: Majoring in 
actuarial science. 

16  Marchie Murdock
WR, 6-1, 195, So.
Arlington, Texas / Legacy

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Played in four games: 
Northwestern, Penn State, 
Ohio State and Washington 
... Recorded his first career 
catch for 17 yards and a 
key first down on the game-
winning drive against Penn 
State.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season. 

High School: Three-star recruit by ESPN and 247Sports … As a 
senior, caught 49 passes for 770 yards and 13 touchdowns and 
was named team MVP … As a junior, caught 34 passes for 475 

yards and five touchdowns … As a sophomore, caught 18 passes 
for 165 yards and one touchdown … Mansfield Legacy is in 
District 15-4A in Texas … First-team All-District as a sophomore, 
junior and senior … Named to the Fort Worth Star Telegram 
Super Team for Dallas-Fort Worth area … District sophomore 
player of the year … Lettered three years in football, three years 
in basketball and twice in track … First-team All-District in 
basketball his final three years in high school.

Personal: Born Jan. 7, 1995 … Parents are Marchie Sr., and 
Cheryl Murdock … Father played basketball at Arkansas State 
from 1982-85 and is the head boys basketball coach at Mansfield 
Legacy H.S. … Member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
… Favorite athlete is NFL great Randy Moss … Earned the 
Teacher’s Choice Award for the 2010-11 school year … Following 
his football career, would like to be a sports reporter … Says his 
father most influenced his athletic career “because he pushed me 
to be great at what I do.” … Majoring in communication.

CAREER HIGHS
Receptions: 1 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
Receiving Yards: 17 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
Long Reception: 17 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
Rec. Touchdowns: -

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2014	 4	 1	 17	 17.0	 4.2	 0	 17

Murdock RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU			   DNP			 
WKU			   DNP
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST			   DNP
@NEB			   DNP
PUR			   DNP
@WIS			   DNP
MIN			   DNP
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
IOWA			   DNP
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-17	 0	 17
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*			   DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

14  Alex Mussat
qb, 6-2, 205, Fr.
Troy, mich. / Athens

Pronunciation: moo-SAHT

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Named First-
Team All-Conference in 2014 
... Named team captain 
and Magna Cum Laude ... 
Coached by Josh Heppner.

Personal: Son of Chris and 
Sue Mussat ... Has one 
brother ... Born Jan. 28, 1997 
... Majoring in biology. 

52  t.j. neal Jr.
lb, 6-1, 235, JR.
McKeeseport, PA. / Mckeeseport

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2013)

2014 Sophomore: Started 
all 13 games, totaling 
98 tackles, 6.5 TFLs, four 
PBUs, three hurries, one 
interception and one forced 
fumble on the season ... 
Ranked 18th in the Big Ten 
with 7.8 tackles per game ... 
Tied for the team lead with 
eight tackles against Penn 
State ... Recorded a career-
high 12 tackles, including 

2.5 TFLs, and forced the fumble that was returned for the game-
winning TD against Minnesota ... Registered his first career 
interception at Nebraska ... Totaled a career-high seven solo 
tackles at Washington ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: Played in all 12 games ... Posted 38 
tackles, 1.0 TFL and one QB hurry ... Recorded a career-high seven 
tackles against Ohio State ... Returned a kickoff 17 yards against 
Michigan State ... Notched his first career QB hurry and had 
four tackles at Nebraska ... Saw his first action at Illinois in the 
season-opener against SIU, recording three tackes, including two 
solos, and his first career TFL ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com 
... Ranked the No. 24 inside linebacker in the nation and the No. 
16 player in Pennsylvania by Scout.com ... Ranked the No. 16 
prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com and the No. 28 prospect 
in the state by SuperPrep ... Pennsylvania Sports Writers Class 
4A All-State team in 2011 ... Also named to the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette’s Fabulous 22 team, the East Regional Fabulous 22 team 
and the All-Foothills Conference team at linebacker in 2011 ... 
Also played fullback, rushing for 190 yards and four touchdowns 
on 27 carries (7.0 ypc) in 2011. 

Personal: First name is Tyrone ... Son of Mia Piri and Tyrone Neal 
... Born Dec. 18, 1993 … Majoring in sport management.

Career Highs
Tackles: 12 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
Solos: 7 at Washington, 9/13/14
TFLs: 2.5 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: 1, 4x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Fumbles Forced: 1 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: 1, 4x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Interception: 1 at Nebraska, 9/27/14 
Interception Return Yards: 14 at Nebraska, 9/27/14
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2013	 12	 15	 23	 38	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 2	 0-0
2014	 13	 31	 67	 98	 6.5-16	 0-0	 1-14	 4	 3	 1-0
TOTAL	 26	 46	 90	 136	 7.5-18	 0-0	 1-14	 4	 5	 1-0

Neal Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 6	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 7	 3	 10	 1.0-7	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 3	 5	 8	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 9	 10	 0-0	 0-0	 1-14	 1	 1	 0-0
PUR	 1	 6	 7	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 3	 9	 12	 2.5-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
@OSU	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 7	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 3	 4	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 4	 1	 5	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 1	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl
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2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 1	 2	 3	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
WIS	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0

9  Kenny Nelson
DL, 6-6, 250, SR.
Detroit, mich. / Cass Tech

• Earned bachelor’s degree in advertising in Dec. 2014

2014 Junior: Played in five 
games but aggravated 
an existing injury against 
Minnesota and missed the 
remainder of the season ... 
Recorded his first career 
sack and registered the first 
two TFLs of his career at 
Nebraska.

2013 Sophomore: Played in 
the first 11 games ... Set a 

career high with four tackles against Miami (Ohio) ... Recovered 
his first career fumble against Washington and recovered another 
fumble at Nebraska ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Redshirt Freshman: Played in four games and made three 
tackles on the season ... Made one tackle at Michigan and in 
victory over Charleston Southern ... Recorded one tackle against 
Western Michigan in his Illini debut.

2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A two-star recruit by Rivals.com … Earned second-
team All-Metro Detroit honors as a defensive end by Detroit News 
for his play on an 11-1 Technicians team … Named No. 20 Blue 
Chip Recruit from Michigan by Detroit News … High school coach 
was Thomas Wilcher. 

Personal: Son of Linda Meredith and Kenneth Nelson … Born 
March 12, 1993 … Earned bachelor’s degree in advertising 
from Illinois in December 2014 and currently is enrolled in the 
recreation, sport and tourism master’s program. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 4 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Solos: 2, 3x (last vs. Purdue, 10/4/14)
TFLs: 2.0 at Nebraska, 9/27/14
Sacks: 1 at Nebraska, 9/27/14 
QB Hurries: - 
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1, twice (last at Nebraska, 10/5/13)
PBUs: -
Interception: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012 	 4	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2013	 11	 6	 10	 16	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-2
2014	 5	 5	 1	 6	 3.0-12	 1.0-8	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 20	 12	 13	 25	 3.0-12	 1.0-8	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-2

Nelson Defensive game-by-game
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU					     DNP - INJURED	
WKU					     DNP - INJURED
@WASH					     DNP - INJURED
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 0	 2	 2.0-11	 1.0-8	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 1	 2	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU					     DNP - INJURED
IOWA					     DNP - INJURED
PSU					     DNP - INJURED

@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*					     DNP - INJURED
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
MIAMI(OH)	 1	 3	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW					     DNP

2012	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
WMU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0	
@ASU					     DNP
CSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT					     DNP
PSU					     DNP
@WIS					     DNP
@MICH	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IND					     DNP
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MINN					     DNP
PUR					     DNP
@NW					     DNP

46  Luke Nelson
P, 6-1, 205, Jr.
Western Springs, Ill. / Lyons Twp. / College of DuPage

2015 Junior: Transferred in 
summer 2015. 

Junior College: Averaged 
46.3 yards per punt.

High School: Lettered in 
football (2) and baseball 
(1) ... Won 2012 State 
Championship in baseball.

Personal: Son of Steve and 
Julie Nelson ... Born Nov. 18, 

1994 ... Father, Steve, and grandfather, Ralph, played football 
at Illinois ... Father was captain of the Illinois wrestling team ... 
Cousin, Michael, punts at Ohio University ... Has two brothers ... 
Names Steve Weatherford as his favorite athlete ... Plans to major 
in recreation, sport and tourism.

21  Patrick Nelson
DB, 6-0, 205, Fr.
Chicago, Ill. / Hales Franciscan

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout ... 
Ranked as the No. 10 player 
in Illinois by Rivals ... Ranked 
as the No. 1 safety prospect 
in Illinois by Scout, No. 2 
by 247Sports and ESPN.com 
... Two-time All-Area and 
three-time All-Conference as 
a safety/running back.

Personal: Born Oct. 23, 1996 ... Son of Patrice Nelson ... Has three 
brothers and four sisters … Enrolled in general studies.

30  Jim Nudera
TE, 6-1, 240, SR.
Elmhurst, Ill. / York

Pronunciation: new-DARE-uh

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in political science & history May 2015

2014 Junior: Played in 
one game, making Illinois 
debut at Ohio State Nov. 
1 ... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree. 

2013 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad. 

2012 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2011 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2011 season. 

High School: All-Conference (West Suburban Silver) and All-Area 
selection in 2010 ... Academic All-State selection in 2010 … 
High school coach was Bill Lech … Three-year letterwinner in 
wrestling.

Personal: Last name pronounced new-DARE-uh ... Son of Linda 
and Jim Nudera ... Has one brother and two sisters ... Born July 14, 
1993 ... Lists former Illini wrestlers Mike Poeta and John Dergo as 
childhood heroes ... Earned bachelor’s degree in political science 
& history from Illinois in May 2015 and is working toward a Master 
of Business (MBA) in fall 2015.

73  Chris O’Connor
OL, 6-5, 300, SR.
Tinley Park, Ill. / Andrew

2014 Junior: Played in 12 
games, seeing time at 
guard and on special teams 
... Played a career-high 38 
snaps at guard against 
Western Kentucky.

2013 Sophomore: Played in 
one game, making Illini debut 
with 24 snaps against Miami 
(Ohio).

2012 Redshirt Freshman: Member of UI squad. 

2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Scout.com, ESPNU and 
Rivals.com … SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Midwest selection … 
First-team all-conference as a junior and senior … First-team 
All-Area by Southtown Star newspaper … Academic All-State 
pick … High school teammate of fellow Illini class member Tony 
Durkin … High school coach was Jim Zimmer. 

Personal: Son of Cindy and Kevin O’Connor … Born Nov. 1, 1992  
… Favorite athlete is Julius Peppers … High honors student all 
four years of high school … Academic All-State … Majoring in 
agricultural leadership education. 
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94  Tito Odenigbo
DL, 6-3, 290, R-Fr.
Centerville, Ohio / Centerville

Pronunciation: oh-DEN-uh-bo

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals, 
Scout and 247Sports ... 
Ranked the No. 69 defensive 
end in the nation by ESPN.
com ... Ranked the No. 39 
player in Ohio by ESPN.com 
... Had 63 tackles and 11.5 
sacks in 2013 while leading 

team to an 8-3 record ... Honorable mention All-State and first-
team All-District in 2013 ... Had 43 tackles and nine sacks in 
2012 ... Two-time first-team Greater Western Ohio Conference 
(GWOC) … Three-year letterwinner in track and field ... Helped 
track team to runner-up finish at the 2011 OHSAA Division I state 
championships.

Personal: Last name pronounced oh-DEN-uh-bo ... Full name 
is Otitodilinna Odenigbo ... Goes by Tito ... Born July 13, 1996 
... Son of Thomas and Linda Odenigbo ... Father graduated from 
the University of Illinois College of Engineering ... Has two older 
brothers ... Brother, Ifeadi, plays defensive end for Northwestern 
University ... Attended same high school as NFL players A.J. Hawk 
and Mike Nugent, ESPN’s Kirk Herbstreit and former Illini OL Jake 
Feldmeyer ... Says his high school track coach most influenced 
his athletic career because he kept him on track academically 
and was a mentor ... Says he grew up a fan of the Fighting Illini 
and former QB Juice Williams … Enrolled in College of Liberal 
Arts and Science.   

63  Mike Parisi
OL, 6-4, 275, FR.
Elk Grove Village, Ill. / Elk Grove

Pronunciation: puh-REE-SEE

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Named All-
Conference and All-Area as 
an offensive and defensive 
lineman in 2014 ... Coached 
by Larry Calhoun. 

Personal: Son of Jeff and 
Kristin Parisi ... Has one 
brother and one sister ... 
Born May 5, 1997 ... Father, 

Jeff, played football at Western Illinois (1987-90) ... Major is 
undecided.

6  Carroll Phillips
LEO, 6-3, 240, JR.
Miami, Fla. / Miami Central HS / Coiah Lincoln CC

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
the first seven games of the 
season as a situational pass 
rusher, totaling six tackles, 
two QB hurries, one sack, 
one TFL and recovering one 
fumble ... Missed the last 
six games of the season due 
to injury ... Posted his first 
career fumble recovery at 
Washington ... Posted two 
tackles and a sack in his 

Illini debut against Youngstown State.

Junior College: Three-star recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals and 
247Sports ... Ranked the No. 12 junior college outside linebacker 
by ESPN.com and No. 13 by 247Sports ... Played in eight games 
in 2013 totaling 50 tackles, eight TFLs, four sacks, three pass 
break-ups, one interception returned for a touchdown and one 
fumble recovery.

High School: A high school senior in 2011, he originally signed 
with Cincinnati when current Illini defensive coordinator Tim 
Banks was the DC for the Bearcats ... Helped lead Miami Central 
to 2010 Florida Class 6A state championship with a 14-1 record 
... Had three tackles and a sack in the championship game.

Personal: Born Sept. 2, 1992 ... Son of Carroll Phillips and 
Ta-Taneisha Brown ... Has three brothers and one sister ... 
Cousin is rapper Luther Campbell ... Says his favorite athlete is 
Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker and Miami native Sean Spence… 
Majoring in sociology.

Career Highs
Tackles: 2 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Solos: 1, 4x (last at Wisconsin, 10/11/14) 
TFLs: 1.0 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
Sacks: 1.0 vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14
QB Hurries: 1, twice (last vs. Purdue, 10/4/14)
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1 at Washington, 9/13/14
PBUs: -
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	  QBH  FF-FR
2014	 7	 4	 2	 6	 1.0-6	 1.0-6	 0-0	 0	 2	 0-1

Phillips Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 1	 2	 1.0-6	 1.0-6	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@WASH	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
TXST	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN					     DNP - INJURED
@OSU					     DNP - INJURED
IOWA					     DNP - INJURED
PSU					     DNP - INJURED
@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*					     DNP - INJURED
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

31  Leslie Poole
WR, 5-11, 185, SR.
Schaumburg, Ill. / Conant

2014 Junior: Member of UI 
squad. 

2013 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad. 

2012 Freshman: Member 
of UI squad ... Joined team 
during 2012 spring practice. 

High School: Two-time 
letterwinner ... Played 
cornerback and safety ... 

Graduated among the top 25 in his class … High school coach 
was Bill Modelski ... Also a two-year letterwinner in baseball. 

Personal: Goes by Les ... Son of Margaret and Les Poole ... 
Born Nov. 19, 1992 ... Earned bachelor’s degree in business 
from Illinois in May 2015 and is working toward a Master of 
Accountancy in Fall 2015.

93 Teko Powell
DL, 6-3, 300, JR.
Miami, Fla. / Norland

Pronunciation: TEE-ko

2014 Junior: Played and 
started the first three games 
at defensive tackle, making 
eight tackles ... Missed the 
final 10 games of the season 
due to injury ... Qualifies for 
a medical hardship waiver to 
retain the year of eligibility.

2013 Sophomore: Played in 
10 games and started the 
final six ... Posted 22 tackles, 

1.0 TFL, one QB hurry and recovered one fumble on the season ... 
Recorded his first career fumble recovery and returned it seven 
yards at Indiana ... Recorded his first career TFL against Michigan 
State ... Recorded a career-high five tackles in back-to-back 
games against Michigan State and Penn State ... Did not play 
against Miami (Ohio) or Nebraska due to injury.

2012 Freshman: Played in the final seven games as a reserve 
defensive tackle during true-freshman season ... Had four tackles 
on the season ... Made Illini debut at Wisconsin (10/6). 

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com ... First-team 
Florida Class 5A All-State selection in 2011 ... Helped Norland to 
the Class 5A state championship in Florida with a 15-0 record 
... Had 107 tackles in 2011 ... Played in the Under Armour Dade 
vs. Broward All-Star Football Game in Florida and the Semper Fi 
All-America Game in Arizona. 

Personal: Guardian is Geneva McIntosh ... Born April 19, 1993 ... 
Chose Illinois over Louisville, Washington State, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin, among others … Majoring in sociology.

Career Highs
Tackles: 5, 3x (last vs. Youngstown State, 8/30/14)
Solos: 1, 10x (last at Washington, 9/13/14)
TFLs: 1.0 vs. Michigan State, 10/26/13
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: 1 vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1 at Indiana, 11/9/13
PBUs: -
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

The FIGHTING ILLINI
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DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 6	 3	 1	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2013	 10	 5	 17	 22	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-1
2014	 3	 2	 6	 8	 0.0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOTAL	 19	 10	 24	 34	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-1

Powell Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 4	 5	 0.0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 1	 1	 0.0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 1	 1	 2	 0.0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST					     DNP - INJURED
@NEB					     DNP - INJURED
PUR					     DNP - INJURED
@WIS					     DNP - INJURED
MIN					     DNP - INJURED
@OSU					     DNP - INJURED
IOWA					     DNP - INJURED
PSU					     DNP - INJURED
@NW					     DNP - INJURED
LT*					     DNP - INJURED
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)					     DNP - INJURED
@NEB					     DNP - INJURED
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 4	 5	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@IND	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
OSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 4	 0-0

13  Caleb Reams
TE, 6-3, 240, Fr.
Gurnee, Ill. / Warren Township

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout ... 
Ranked as the No. 2 tight 
end in Illinois by ESPN.com 
and Scout.com, and No. 3 
by 247Sports ... Ranked as 
the No. 23 overall prospect 
in Illinois by Scout and No. 
27 by ESPN.com ... Played 
in the 2015 Offense-Defense 
All-American Bowl in Orlando 

... First-team All-State by the Champaign News-Gazette and 
honorable mention All-State by the Chicago Tribune in 2014 ... 
First-team All-Area in 2014 and two-time All-North Suburban 
Conference ... Two-year letterwinner in football and basketball.

Personal: Born May 8, 1997 ... Son of Lewis and Lisa Reams ... 
Has one sister … Enrolled in general studies. 

38  David Reisner
PK, 6-0, 195, JR.
Bartlett, Ill. / South Elgin / Navy

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Sophomore: Went 
22-of-24 on PATs and 6-of-11 
on field goals on the season 
... Hit the game-winning field 
goal from 36-yards out with 
eight seconds left to give 
the Illini a 16-14 win over 
Penn State ... Had a career-
high three made field goals, 
including the game winner, 
and finished with a career-
best 10 points against the 

Nittany Lions ... Took over the kicking duties against Texas State, 
going 1-of-1 on field goals and 3-of-3 on PATs, and recording 
seven kickoffs for a total of 444 yards and four touchbacks ... 
Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2013 Freshman: Member of UI squad … Joined team as a walk-
on during 2013 spring practices. 

High School: Ranked No. 18 nationally by ESPN … Ranked No. 
12 nationally by Chris Sailer Kicking … Honorable mention 
All-State selection in 2010 and 2011 by the Illinois Football 
Coaches Association … All-Conference and All-Area kicker in 
2010 and 2011 … Two-time Academic All-State selection by 
the Illinois Football Coaches Association … Four-time Academic 
All-Conference selection.

Personal: Full given name is David Robert Reisner II … Son of 
Danette and David Reisner … Born Nov. 12, 1993 … Majoring 
in advertising.

CAREER HIGHS	
FG Made: 3 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
FG Attempts: 4 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
PAT Made: 4, twice (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
PAT Attempts: 4, 3x (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Points: 10 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
Long Field Goal: 36 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
Kickoffs: 7 	vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Yards: 444 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Average: 63.4 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Touchbacks: 4 vs. Texas State, 9/30/14
Tackles: -

kicking statistics	
YEAR 	 PAT	 FG 	 0-29	 30-39  	 40-49 	 50+	 PTS 
2014	 22-24	 6-11	 3-3	 2-4	 1-3	 0-1	 50

KICKOFF STATISTICS
YEAR 	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	rt	rt   yds	 YPR 
2014	 9	 10	 590	 59.0	 5	 4	 83	 26.3

Reisner Kicking game-by-game
2014	 FGM-FGA	 LG	 BLKD	 PAT	 PTS
YSU			   DNP
WKU			   DNP
@WASH			   DNP
TXST	 1-1	 19	 --	 3-3	 6
@NEB	 0-0	 --	 --	 2-2	 2
PUR	 0-1	 --	 1	 3-4	 3
@WIS	 0-0	 --	 --	 4-4	 4
MIN	 0-0	 --	 --	 4-4	 4
@OSU	 0-1	 --	 --	 2-2	 2
IOWA	 0-0	 --	 --	 2-2	 2
PSU	 3-4	 36	 --	 1-1	 10
@NW	 1-2	 33	 --	 1-2	 4
LT*	 1-2	 43	 --	 0-0	 3
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

Reisner Kickoffs game-by-game
2014	 KO	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 RT	rt  yds	 YPR 
YSU				    DNP
WKU				    DNP	
@WASH				    DNP
TXST	 7	 444	 63.4	 4	 3	 79	 26.3
@NEB	 3	 146	 48.7	 1	 1	 4	 4.0
PUR	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
@WIS	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
MIN	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
IOWA	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
PSU	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --
@NW	 0	 0	 --	 0	 0	 0	 --

36  Austin Roberts
LB, 6-2, 230, R-Fr.
Rice Lake, WIS. / Rice Lake

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com ... 
Ranked the No. 33 inside 
linebacker in the nation by 
ESPN.com ... Ranked the 
No. 9 player in Wisconsin by 
ESPN.com, No. 11 by Scout 
and No. 13 by 247Sports ... 
Suffered a torn ACL in the 

third game of his 2013 season ... Had 152 tackles, seven forced 
fumbles, two pass break-ups, one interception and one fumble 
recovery that he returned 62 yards for a touchdown in 10 games 
as a junior in 2012 ... First-team All-State, All-Northwestern 
Wisconsin and All-Big Rivers Conference in 2012 as a linebacker, 
second-team all-conference as a tight end in 2012 ... Three-year 
letterwinner in both football and wrestling ... All-American USA 
Wrestler after finishing third at USA Wrestling nationals and 
finishing third at the state championship at 220 lbs. as a junior. 

Personal: Born March 28, 1996 ... Son of Kevin and Denise 
Roberts ... Has two brothers and one sister ... Lists Minnesota 
Vikings RB Adrian Peterson as his favorite athlete because he 
overcame adversity and still competes at the highest level ... 4.0 
GPA Award and Blue Award for high GPA ... Says he grew up with 
Dick Butkus as his Fighting Illini hero ... Active in FCCCA, Student 
Council, National Honor Society and Warriors for Christ Youth 
Group ... Majoring in biology.

85  Brandon Roberts
DL, 6-3, 265, So.
Peoria, Ill. / Richwoods

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on prior 
to the season. 

High School: Two-time All-
Conference selection … 
Posted eight TDs in both his 
junior and senior seasons 
… High school coach was 

Roland Brown … Also was a four-time letterwinner in basketball 
and a two-year letterwinner in baseball.

Personal: Son of Christina and James Roberts … Has one 
brother and one sister … Born March 2, 1995 … Majoring in 
communication.
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57  Austin Schmidt
OL, 6-6, 300, Jr.
Galena, Ohio / Olentangy

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
all 13 games and started 
the last four at left tackle 
... Played 420 snaps on the 
season, including a career-
high 80 in the Zaxby’s Heart 
of Dallas Bowl ... Made his 
first career start at left tackle 
against Iowa.

2013 Freshman: Played in 
10 games as a backup and 

played most of the Indiana game, helping the Illini amass 612 
total yards ... Made Illini debut against Cincinnati ... Enrolled 
early at Illinois and participated in 2013 spring practices. 

High School: Three-star recruit by Scout and ESPN ... Earned first-
team All-Ohio Capital Conference, first-team All-District, first-
team All-Metro and special mention All-State honors in 2012 ... 
Named to the Super 25 Team by Olentangy News in Ohio ... Helped 
Olentangy to second round of state playoffs with 10-2 record in 
2012 ... Earned two letters playing football in high school.

Personal: Son of Glen and Dawn Schmidt ... Born Feb. 8, 1995 ... 
Father played football at Towson State ... Brother, Garrett, played 
football at Dartmouth ... Biggest thrill in sports is the “feeling 
of game day” ... Julio Jones is his favorite athlete ... Earned 
Scholar-Athlete Award as a junior and senior ... Says his father 
and brother, Garrett, played biggest role in his athletic career, 
as he always wanted to follow in their footsteps ... Majoring in 
technical systems management.

49  Conner Schmidt
STAR, 5-11, 195, So.
Lincoln, Ill. / Lincoln Community

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2013 season after joining 
the team as a walk-on prior to 
the season. 

High School: Two-time 
Central State 8 All-Conference 
linebacker … Three-year 
football letterwinner at 
Lincoln Community … High 

school coach was Andy McDonald … Also wrestled in high school 
and was a 2013 Class 2A State qualifier and a three-time Central 
State 8 All-Conference wrestler … Four-year honor roll member.

Personal: Son of Jason Schmidt and Shannon Litterly … Has 
three brothers and two sisters … Brother, Caleb, currently plays 
rugby at Lindenwood University… Sister, Kassi, played volleyball 
at Kankakee Community College … Favorite athletes are former 
Illini linebacker J Leman and Green Bay Packers linebacker Clay 
Mathews … Majoring in kinesiology.

91  Dawuane Smoot
LEO, 6-3, 265, JR.
Groveport, Ohio / Groveport Madison

Pronunciation: duh-WON

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in all 13 games, making 33 
tackles, 7.5 TFLs, 2.5 sacks, 
three QB hurries and two 
PBUs on the season ... Tallied 
a career-high 2.0 sacks and 
totaled a career-high six 
tackles against Texas State 
... Against WKU, combined 
with Jihad Ward on a fourth-
quarter sack that forced a 
fumble and set up the UI 

touchdown that sealed the win.

2013 Freshman: Played in seven games ... Notched eight tackles 
and one sack on the season ... Had career-best four tackles 
and his first career sack against Northwestern ... Recorded two 
tackles against Michigan State ... Had a solo tackle against 
Cincinnati and also in his Illini debut in the season-opener 
against SIU.

High School: Three-star recruit by Rivals, ESPN and 247Sports 
… Ranked the No. 68 defensive end in the nation by 247Sports 
… Ranked the No. 54 player in Ohio by Rivals … As a senior, 
had 91 tackles, 14 sacks, five forced fumbles and one fumble 
recovery … As a junior, had 113 tackles, 10 sacks and four PBUs 
… As a sophomore, had 56 tackles and six sacks … Ohio Capital 
Conference first-team selection as a senior after earning special 
mention as a junior … Defensive MVP at Madison as a junior and 
senior … All-Metro second-team selection as a senior ... Earned 
three letters in football and three in track … In track, competed 
at nationals in the shot put, discus and 400 hurdles.

Personal: First name pronounced duh-WON … Born March 2, 
1995 … Goes by “D.J.” … Parents are Darrell Sr., and Jamecca 
Smoot … Favorite athlete is NFL great Julius Peppers because of 
his style of play … Was named to his high school academic honor 
roll as a senior … Says his father most influenced his athletic 
career because “he pushed me to be the best.” … Majoring in 
sport management. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 6 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Solos: 4 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
TFLs: 2.0, twice (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Sacks: 2.0 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
QB Hurries: 1, 3x (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: 1, twice (last at Ohio State, 11/1/14)
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2013	 7	 3	 5	 8	 1.0-7	 1.0-7	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 13	 17	 16	 33	 7.5-33	 2.5-18	 0-0	 2	 3	 0-0
TOTAL	 20	 20	 21	 41	 8.5-40	 3.5-25	 0-0	 2	 3	 0-0

Smoot Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 2	 3	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 1	 2	 3	 0.5-4	 0.5-4	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 4	 2	 6	 2.0-14	 2.0-14	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 1	 2	 0.5-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
PUR	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 2	 2	 4	 2.0-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@OSU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 2	 2	 4	 1.5-8	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH					     DNP
MIAMI(OH)					     DNP
@NEB					     DNP
WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU					     DNP
@IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR					     DNP
NW	 1	 3	 4	 1.0-7	 1.0-7	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

52  Adam Solomon
OL, 6-5, 315, Fr.
Indianapolis, Ind. / Bishop Chatard

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout 
... Ranked as the No. 54 
offensive line prospect in the 
nation by Scout  ... Top-10 
overall prospect in Indiana by 
247Sports (No. 8) and Scout 
(No. 9) ... Ranked as the No. 2 
offensive lineman in Indiana 
by 247Sports and Scout, and 
No. 4 by ESPN.com ... Helped 

team Bishop Chatard to 2013 Indiana Class 4A Section title and 
2012 Class 3A state title ... Earned varsity letters in football, 
basketball and golf. 

Personal: Born Dec. 3, 1996 ... Son of Jeffrey and Amy Solomon ... 
Has two brothers ... Lists Chatard alum and Dallas Cowboys 2014 
first-round draft pick Zack Martin and first-round draft pick as 
his favorite athlete … Enrolled in College of Business. 

27 Eaton Spence
DB, 6-0, 190, SR.
Belle Glade, Fla. / Glades Day

Pronunciation: sounds like “eaten”

• Earned bachelor’s degree in communication in May 2015

2014 Junior: Started all 
13 games in 2014 and has 
started 25 straight games 
entering 2015 ... Sixth on 
the team with tackles and 
added six PBUs, one TFL 
and one interception on the 
season ... Recorded his first 
career interception in the win 
at Northwestern ... Tallied 
a career-high three PBUs 
against Iowa, equaling the 

most PBUs in a game by an Illini player since 2002.

2013 Sophomore:  Started all 12 games of the year at cornerback, 
totaling 49 total tackles and four PBUs ... Had seven tackles 
against Michigan State ... Notched his first PBU of the season 
at Nebraska and second at Penn State ... Set career highs with 
14 tackles and six solos against Washington ... Had eight stops 
against Cincinnati.

2012 Redshirt Freshman: Played in all 12 games and made two 
starts ... Totaled 16 tackles, one sack and one pass break-up on 
the season ... Recorded a career-high three tackles, including his 
first career TFL and sack against Purdue ... Registered his first-
ever PBU and two tackles in his first career start at Wisconsin ... 
Recorded two tackles in his Illini debut, a season-opening win 
over Western Michigan.
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2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: A two-star recruit by Rivals … Played running back, 
receiver and defensive back during senior season, while helping 
Glades Day to back-to-back state championships in the Florida 
1-B Division … A three-sport athlete at Glades Day, also played 
basketball and ran track … High school coach was Pete Walker.  

Personal: First name pronounced like eaten … Son of Gaynell 
and Eaton Spence Sr. … Born Oct. 9, 1992 … Earned bachelor’s 
degree in communication from Illinois in May 2015 and currently 
is enrolled in a second degree program for agricultural leadership 
education. 

Career Highs
Tackles: 14 vs. Washington, 9/14/13
Solos: 6 vs. Washington, 9/14/13
TFLs: 1.0, twice (last at Washington, 9/13/14)
Sacks: 1.0 vs. Purdue, 11/17/12
QB Hurries: - 
Fumbles Forced: -
Fumbles Recovered: 1 at Nebraska, 9/27/14
PBUs: 3 vs. Iowa, 11/15/14
Interceptions: 1 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Interception Return Yards: 15 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-Yds	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 12	 8	 8	 16	 1.0-9	 1.0-9	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
2013	 12	 25	 24	 49	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 4	 0	 0-0
2014	 13	 28	 27	 55	 1.0-1	 0-0	 1-15	 6	 0	 0-1
TOTAL	 37	 61	 59	 120	 2.0-10	 1.0-9	 1-15	 11	 0	 0-1

Spence Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 2	 4	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 5	 1	 6	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 1	 3	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
PUR	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 5	 4	 9	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 3	 0	 0-0
PSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 5	 1	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 1-15	 1	 0	 0-0
LT*	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 3	 0	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 3	 5	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 6	 8	 14	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
WIS	 2	 4	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 4	 3	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@IND	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

2012	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
WMU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@ASU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CSU	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
@MICH	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IND	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MINN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 1	 2	 3	 1.0-9	 1.0-9	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

71  Joe Spencer
ol, 6-4, 300, Jr.
mason, ohio / Mason

• Big Ten Distinguished Scholar (2014)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2013)

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in all 13 games, starting 
12 ... Started 10 games 
at center and two at right 
guard (Northwestern, Iowa) 
... Played 762 snaps on the 
season and a season-high 
83 in the Zaxby’s Heart 
of Dallas Bowl ... Big Ten 
Distinguished Scholar (3.7+ 
GPA) and Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree. 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: Played in eight games and started 
two, the season-opener against SIU and against Ohio State ... 
Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: Three-star recruit by Scout.com and Rivals.com ... 
Ranked the No. 14 center in the nation by ESPN ... Named to the 
Rivals.com Ohio Top 60 ... Named an Associated Press Division I 
second-team All-District selection in 2011 ... Earned first-team 
All-Greater Miami Conference honors in 2011 ... Played in Ohio 
North/South Game and the Big 33 All-Star Game ... High school 
coach was Brian Castner. 

Personal: Son of Kristen and Jeff Spencer ... Born June 13, 1994 
... Serves as president of the Illinois Uplifting Athletes chapter, 
which raises money for rare disease research and treatment ... 
Majoring in finance.

15  Tyrin Stone-Davis
WR, 6-3, 200, Jr.
Philadelphia, Pa. / Mastbaum Area VTS / Pierce College

Pronunciation: ty-RIN

2014 Sophomore: Saw action 
in four games against Iowa, 
Texas State, Washington and 
Western Kentucky but did not 
record any statistics.

Junior College: Four-star 
recruit by 247Sports and 
three-star by ESPN.com, 
Rivals and Scout ... Ranked 
the No. 25 junior college 
player in the nation, No. 5 
in the state of California and 

the No. 3 wide receiver by 247Sports ... Ranked the No. 56 player 
in the nation in the 247Sports’ composite JUCO rankings ... 
Played nine games in 2012, racking up 437 receiving yards and 
five touchdowns ... Redshirted the 2013 season, meaning he has 
three years of eligibility remaining at Illinois ... Helped Pierce to a 
2012 Patriotic Bowl Championship over Mt. San Jacinto College.

High School: Broke Mastbaum receiving records with 31 
receptions for 769 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior in 
2011 to earn All-City honors ... Also added three interceptions 
on defense. 

Personal: Born July 25, 1993 ... Son of Astor Davis and Tracee 
Burnett ... Has five brothers and three sisters ... Twin brother, 
Tyree, also played at Pierce College and currently plays at Western 
Michigan … Majoring in communication.

CAREER HIGHS
Receptions: -
Receiving Yards: -
Long Reception: -
Receiving Touchdowns: -

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2014	 4	 0	 0	 0.0	 0.0	 0	 --
TOTAL	 4	 0	 0	 0.0	 0.0	 0	 --

Stone-Davis RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU			   DNP			 
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB			   DNP
PUR			   DNP
@WIS			   DNP
MIN			   DNP
@OSU			   DNP
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PSU			   DNP
@NW			   DNP
LT*			   DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

19  Frank Sumpter
DB, 5-10, 175, Fr.
Cleveland, Ohio / Glenville

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports and 
ESPN.com ... Ranked as the 
No. 18 prospect in Ohio by 
ESPN.com ... Ranked as the 
No. 3 cornerback in Ohio 
by ESPN.com and No. 6 by 
247Sports ...  Led Ohio with 
nine interceptions in 2014 
and also added 12 pass 
break-ups ... Second-team 
All-State and first-team All-

District Division II in 2014 ... First-team All-Conference in 2014 
... Played in 2014 OHSFCA North-South All-Star game ... Played 
for same high school as current Illini V’Angelo Bentley and Justin 
Hardee ... Three-year letterwinner in football and track and field.

Personal: Born Nov. 21, 1996 ... Son of Frank Sumpter IV and 
Chinique Price ... Lists Cleveland native LeBron James as his 
favorite athlete … Enrolled in general studies.

34  mike svetina
LB, 6-2, 235, JR.
Brunswick, Ohio / St. ignatius

Pronunciation: sve-TEE-nuh

2014 Junior: Missed all of 
2014 because of injury.

2013 Sophomore: Played 
in all 12 games at STAR, 
starting 11 ... Ranked fifth on 
the team in tackles with 57 
... Earned Illinois Point Award 
as top Defensive Big Skill 
player at annual postseason 
banquet ... Recorded at least 
six tackles in six of the last 

seven games of the year ... Forced the first fumble of his career 
at Penn State and tied a career high with seven solo tackles, 
finishing with a season-best nine total tackles ... Had six tackles 
against Michigan State ... Tied a career high with 1.5 TFLs against 
Wisconsin ... Picked up a half-TFL at Nebraska ... Had six tackles 
against Miami (Ohio) ... Academic All-Big Ten honoree.
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2012 Freshman: Played in all 12 games and made five starts 
as a true-freshman ... Totaled 40 tackles, 2.5 TFLs and one pass 
break-up on the season ... Recorded a career- and game-high 
12 tackles, including career bests in solos (7) and TFLs (1.5), at 
Northwestern ... Had seven tackles and recorded his first career 
TFL against Purdue ... Started and posted seven tackles against 
Minnesota ... Made four tackles and registered his first career 
PBU at Ohio State ... Made first career start at Wisconsin ... Made 
five tackles against Penn State ... Recorded first career tackle at 
Arizona State ... Made Illini debut but did not record any stats 
against Western Michigan.

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com ... Led St. Ignatius 
to an OHSAA state title in 2011 ... Racked up 111 tackles, 
four sacks and three interceptions in 2011 ... Named the 2011 
Cleveland Plain-Dealer Defensive Player of the Year ... Named the 
2011 Ohio Division I Co-Defensive Player of the Year ... High school 
coach was Chuck Kyle. 

Personal: Last name pronounced sve-TEE-nuh … Son of Mike 
Svetina and Susie Reardon ... Born Jan. 13, 1994 ... Majoring 
in finance.

Career Highs
Tackles: 12 at Northwestern, 11/24/12
Solos: 7, twice (last at Penn State, 11/2/13)
TFLs: 1.5, twice (last vs. Wisconsin, 10/19/13)
Sacks: -
QB Hurries: -
Fumble Forced: 1 at Penn State, 11/2/13
Fumble Recovered: -
PBUs: 1 at Ohio State, 11/3/12
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
2012	 12	 17	 23	 40	 2.5-5	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
2013	 12	 25	 32	 57	 2.0-5	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
2014	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
TOTAL	 24	 42	 55	 97	 4.5-10	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 1-0

Svetina Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2013	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
SIU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CIN	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
vs. WASH	 2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIAMI(OH)	 1	 5	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 0	 1	 1	 0.5-3	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WIS	 1	 5	 6	 1.5-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MSU	 1	 5	 6	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0 
@PSU	 7	 2	 9	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
@IND	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
OSU	 2	 6	 8	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@PUR	 3	 2	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
NW	 3	 4	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

2012	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
WMU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0	
@ASU	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
CSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT	 1	 0	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@MICH	 1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IND	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0-0
MINN	 2	 5	 7	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 3	 4	 7	 1.0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 7	 5	 12	 1.5-4	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0

4  Dionte Taylor
WR, 6-0, 190, Jr.
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. / University School

Pronunciation: dee-ON-tay

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
six games but didn’t record 
any stats ... Saw action 
against Northwestern, Iowa, 
Ohio State, Wisconsin, 
Washington, Western 
Kentucky and Youngstown 
State.

2013 Freshman: Played in 
eight games, catching one 
pass for five yards ... Caught 

his first career pass, a five-yarder, against Miami (Ohio) ... Made 
Illini debut in the season-opener against SIU.

High School: Three-star recruit by Rivals and 247Sports … 
Ranked as the No. 103 wide receiver in the nation by 247Sports 
… Helped University High win the Florida 3A state title as 
a senior with an undefeated 13-0 season … Team was also 
named the 2012 MaxPreps Small School National Champion … 
Team finished 2012 as top-ranked team in South Florida and 
No. 2 overall team in Florida … Earned Associated Press 3A 
second-team all-state honors … Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 
All-County selection … Miami Herald All-County pick … As a 
senior, had 40 catches for 577 yards (14.43 yards per catch / 
72.1 yards per game) and seven touchdowns … As a junior, had 
34 receptions for 530 yards and five touchdowns … Four-year 
varsity letterwinner in football … Also lettered in track in 2012.

Personal: First name pronounced dee-ON-tay … Born Sept. 29, 
1993 … Parents are Schreaka and John Taylor … Nickname is 
“D.J.” … Chose Illinois over Nebraska, Syracuse, Central Florida, 
Louisville and Cincinnati among many others … Active in his 
high school’s art institute … Favorite athlete is NFL quarterback 
Michael Vick because “he set a trend that led to a new breed of 
athletic quarterbacks.” … Majoring in communication.

Career Highs
Receptions: 1 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Receiving Yards: 5 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Long Reception: 5 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Receiving Touchdowns: -

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD  	 LG
2013	 8	 1	 5	 5.0	 0.6	 0	 5
2014	 6	 0	 0	 0.0	 0.0	 0	 --
TOTAL	 14	 1	 5	 5.0	 0.4	 0	 5

Taylor RUSHING/RECEIVING Game-by-Game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST			   DNP
@NEB			   DNP
PUR			   DNP
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIN			   DNP
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
IOWA			   DNP
PSU			   DNP
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*			   DNP
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
CIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
vs. WASH			   DNP
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-5	 0	 5
@NEB			   DNP
WIS			   DNP
MSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PSU			   DNP
@IND	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --

37  Dennis Thurow
DB, 6-1, 205, So.
Naperville, Ill. / Neuqua Valley

2014 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad.

2013 Freshman: Redshirted 
season after joining team as 
a walk-on prior to the season. 

High School: IHSFCA All-
State, Naperville Sun All-Area 
and All-Upsate Eight Valley 
first-team in 2012 ... LEd 
Neuqua Valley in tackes (135) 

and had 10 TFLs, six PBUs, two sacks and one INT ... High school 
coach was Bill Ellinghaus ... Two-year football letterwinner and 
three-year letterwinner in track and field ... National Merit Scholar, 
Indian Prairie Scholar and perfect 36 ACT score. 

Personal: Son of Mark Thurow and Diane DiVall ... Born March 16, 
1995 ... Has one brother, Andrew, and one sister, Alison ... Lists 
soccer player Zlatan Ibrahimovic as his favorite athlete because 
of “the confidence and power he plays with and we’re both 
Swedish.” ... Majoring in civil engineering.

26  Cameron Tucker
RB, 5-8, 200, SR.
River Forest, Ill. / Nazareth Academy

2014 Junior: Member of UI 
squad. 

2013 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad. 

2012 Freshman: Joined team 
as a walk-on during spring 
2012, but did not see any 
game action. 

High School: Recorded 30 
tackles as a sophomore at 

St. Joseph’s High School ... Lettered in football and baseball 
... High school coach was Tim Racki ... Member of the National 
Honor Society.  

Personal: Son of Monique and Corona Tucker ... Born March 13, 
1993 ... Majoring in political science. 

40  Ryan Tucker
P, 6-3, 185, R-Fr.
Chicago, Ill. / Marist

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: 2013 East 
Suburban Catholic All-
Conference punter … Four-
year letterwinner … High 
school coach was Pat Dunne 
… Four-year letterwinner in 
basketball …  Academic all-
state and all-conference … 
Four-year student council. 

Personal: Born June 23, 1996 … Son of Larry and Anne Tucker 
… Father was selected by the Cleveland Cavaliers in 1983 
NBA Draft (Eighth round) after ending his collegiate career at 
Lewis University … Has three sisters … Enrolled in the general 
curriculum.
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11  Malik Turner
WR, 6-3, 205, So.
Springfield, Ill. / Sacred Heart-Griffin

Pronunciation: ma-LEEK

2014 Freshman: Played in 
all 13 games, starting five 
... Caught 25 passes for 256 
yards and a touchdown on 
the season ... Tied his career 
high with six catches for a 
career-high 84 yards against 
Louisiana Tech … Had his 
first career touchdown 
reception from 10 yards out 
in win at Northwestern … 
Had six catches for 56 yards 

against Western Kentucky … Made his Illini debut with four 
catches for 42 yards in the season-opener against Youngstown 
State.

High School: Three-star recruit by ESPN.com, Rivals and Scout... 
Ranked the No. 32 player in the state of Illinois by Rivals, No. 
38 by ESPN.com and No. 41 by Scout ... Had 69 receptions for 
1,378 yards (19.9 ypc) and 22 touchdowns while leading Sacred 
Heart-Griffin to the IHSA Class 5A state championship with a 
perfect 14-0 record ... First-team IHSFCA All-State and Central 
State Eight Conference Player of the Year in 2013 ... First-team 
All-Central State Eight in 2011 and 2012 ... Four-year letterwinner 
in football and basketball.

Personal: First name pronounced Ma-LEEK ... Born Jan. 30, 1996 
... Son of Edward Turner and Margaret Paulin ... Has two brothers 
and three sisters ... Says his mom most influenced his athletic 
career because “she showed me how hard you have to work to get 
something you want.” … Majoring in sport management. 

CAREER HIGHS
Receptions: 6, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Receiving Yards: 84 vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14
Long Reception: 20, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Receiving Touchdowns: 1 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Tackles: 1 vs. Ohio State 11/1/14

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2014	 13	 25	 256	 10.2	 19.7	 1	 20

Turner RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 4-42	 0	 20
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 6-56	 0	 16
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-2	 0	 2
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 3-27	 0	 19
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-11	 0	 11
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-19	 0	 11
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 2-15	 1	 10
LT*	 0-0	 0	 --	 6-84	 0	 20
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

5  Ke’Shawn Vaughn
RB, 5-10, 205, Fr.
Antioch, Tenn. / Pearl-Cohn 

Pronunciation: KEY-shawn

High School: Consensus four-
star recruit (247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout) ... 
Ranked as No. 235 prospect in 
the nation by 247Sports and 
No. 259 by Scout ... Ranked 
as No. 20 running back in 
the nation by 247Sports and 
No. 33 by Scout ... No. 9 
overall prospect in Tennessee 
by 247Sports ... Consensus 
No. 1 running back prospect 

in Tennessee (247Sports, ESPN.com, Rivals and Scout) ... 2014 
Tennessee Gatorade Player of the Year ... Tennessee Mr. Football 
Class Back of the Year AA by TSSAA ... Ran for 2,646 yards and 
45 touchdowns on 231 carries (11.5 ypc) in 2014, leading Pearl-
Cohn to an 11-3 record and to the Class 4A semifinals ... Played 
in the 2015 Offense-Defense All-American Bowl in Orlando and 
2014 Toyota East vs. West Tennessee All-Star Classic ... Earned 
All-State, All-Conference and All-City honors ... Rushed for over 
2,000 yards and 30 touchdowns as a junior to earn All-State and 
All-City honors ... High school teammate of fellow Illini signee 
Cameron Watkins.

Personal: Born May 4, 1997 ... Son of Keith and Tameka Dennis 
... Has two brothers and two sisters … Majoring in recreation, 
sport and tourism.

46  Ikjot Wahi
DE, 6-3, 225, Fr.
Darien, Ill. / Hinsdale South

Pronunciation: ICK-jote WAH-hee

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Named 
Academic All-Conference ... 
Coached by Mike Barry.

Personal: Son of Harbaus 
and Rabinder Wahi ... Has 
one brother and two sisters 
... Born on April 15, 1997 ... 
Favorite athlete is Ray Lewis 
because of his leadership ... 

Was a camp coach during the summer … Enrolled in the general 
curriculum.

83  bobby Walker
TE, 6-4, 215, Fr.
Golf, Ill. / Loyola Academy

2015 Freshman: Joined team 
as walk-on in summer 2015. 

High School: Academic All-
Conference, Second-Team All-
Area in 2014 ... State runner-
up in 2013 ... Coached by 
former Illini John Holecek (LB, 
1991-94) ... Named Summa 
Cum Laude.

Personal: Son of Robert 
and Anne Walker ... Has one 

brother and two sisters ... Born Jan. 16, 1997 ... Cousin, Jackie, 
plays lacrosse at San Diego State ... Cousin, Brandon, plays 
for the Clearwater Threshers, the Philadelphia Phillies High-A 
affiliate ... Worked in construction and manual labor during 
the summer ... Favorite athletes are Clay Matthews and Aaron 
Rodgers because of their work ethic ... Plans to major in business.

22  Lakeith walls
LB, 6-2, 235, JR.
Cleveland, Ohio / rhodes

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Sophomore: Played in 
all 13 games at LB, tallying 
18 tackles, two sacks and 
a forced fumble ... Had a 
sack and a forced fumble 
against Louisiana Tech in the 
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl 
... Registered his first career 
sack against Penn State 
... Had a season-high four 
tackles against Texas State 
… Moved from running back 

to linebacker during 2014 spring practice ... Academic All-Big 
Ten honoree.

2013 Redshirt Freshman: Running back played in eight games, 
primarily on special teams ... Recorded first career carries against 
Miami (Ohio), picking up 12 yards on two rushes ... Made Illini 
debut against SIU.

2012 Freshman: Redshirted the 2012 season. 

High School: A three-star recruit by Rivals.com and Scout.com 
... Division I Special Mention All-State by the Associated Press ... 
Played in Next Level Northeast Ohio All-Star Game ... Also runs 
track at Rhodes ... High school coach was Phil Gary. 

Personal: Son of Damion Johnson Sr., and Towanda Walls ... Born 
Dec. 1, 1993 ... Maroring in sport management.

CAREER HIGHS
Tackles: 4 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
Solos: 3 vs. Texas State, 9/20/14
TFLs: 1, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
Sacks: 1, twice (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
QB Hurries: -
Fumbles Forced: 1 vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14
Fumbles Recovered: -
PBUs: -
Interceptions: -
Interception Return Yards: -
Touchdowns: -
Carries: 2 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Rushing Yards: 12 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Long Run: 11 vs. Miami (Ohio), 9/28/13
Touchdowns: -
Receptions: -
Receiving Yards: -
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Long Reception: -
All-Purpose Yards: -

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	  QBH  FF-FR
2013	 8	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
2014	 13	 11	 7	 18	 2.0-19	 2.0-19	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0
Total	 21	 11	 7	 18	 2.0-19	 2.0-19	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-0

rushing statistics	
YEAR	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD  	 LG
2013	 8	 2	 12	 6.0	 1.5	 0	 11

Receiving Statistics
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2013	 8	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --

Walls Defensive Game-by-Game
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 0	 3	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WASH	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 3	 1	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NEB	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 0	 2	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@OSU	 2	 0	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PSU	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-9	 1.0-9	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@NW	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
LT*	 1	 0	 1	 1.0-10	 1.0-10	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

Walls RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
CIN			   DNP
vs. WASH			   DNP
MIAMI(OH)	 2-12	 0	 11	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PSU			   DNP
@IND			   DNP
OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --

65  Ryan Walton
DL, 6-6, 260, So.
Crestwood, Ill. / Oak forest

High School: Lettered in 
football (4), basketball (4) 
and baseball (2) ... All-
Conference tight-end senior 
year ... Coached by Brian 
McDonough.

Personal: Born May 20, 1995 
... Son of David and Michelle 
Walton ... Has three brothers 
and one sister ... Uncle, 
Bill Walton, played Olympic 

volleyball and now coaches University of Houston’s volleyball team 
... Plans to go to med school after graduation.     

17  Jihad Ward
DL, 6-6, 295, Sr.
Philadelphia, Pa. / Bok Vo-Tech HS / Globe Tech (NY)

Pronunciation: juh-HODD

• Honorable Mention All-Big Ten (2014)
• 2nd in FBS in fumble recoveries in 2014 (4)

2014 Junior: Honorable 
Mention All-Big Ten honoree 
... Started all 13 games at 
defensive end ... Totaled 51 
tackles, 8.5 TFLs, 3.0 sacks, 
five QB hurries, two forced 
fumbles and one PBU on the 
season ... Ranked second 
in FBS and led the Big Ten 
with four fumbles recovered 
... Voted Illinois’ Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year ... 

Turned a trifeca in win at Northwestern with a sack, forced 
fumble and fumble recovery on the same play ... Had a career day 
against Penn State, recording six tackles, a career-high two TFLs, 
one sack and one QB hurry ... Had a fumble recovery that ended a 
potential scoring drive in the fourth quarter of win over Minnesota 
... Started against Western Kentucky and combined with Dawuane 
Smoot on a fourth-quarter sack that forced a fumble and set up 
the UI touchdown that sealed the win ... Started in his Illini debut 
against Youngstown State and recorded five tackles.

Junior College: Four-star recruit by Scout and 247Sports ... Three-
star recruit by Rivals and ESPN.com ... Ranked the No. 6 junior 
college player in the nation by 247Sports, No. 23 by Scout and 
No. 35 by ESPN.com ... Ranked the No. 2 junior college defensive 
tackle by 247Sports, No. 7 by Scout and No. 9 by ESPN.com ... 
Played in seven games in 2013, racking up 26 tackles, three TFLs 
and two sacks ... Had 55 tackles and eight sacks in 2012.

High School: Also played wide receiver in high school ... Played 
in Philadelphia Eagles Public vs. Non-Public City All-Star game 
at Lincoln Financial Field in spring 2012 ... First-team All-City in 
2011 and second-team All-City in 2010.

Personal: Last name pronounced juh-HODD ... Born March 11, 
1994 ... Son of Kareema Ward ... Has two brothers and two sisters 
... Says his favorite athlete is NFL star Julius Peppers … Lists 
his high school coaches as the biggest influences on his athletic 
career … Majoring in sport management.

Career Highs
Tackles: 6, 2x (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
Solos: 3, 3x (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
TFL: 2.0 vs. Penn State, 11/22/14
QB Sacks: 1.0, 2x (last vs. Penn State, 11/22/14)
INT: -
PBU: 1 vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14
QBH: 1, 4x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)
FF: 1, 2x (last at Northwestern, 11/29/14)
FR: 1, 4x (last vs. Louisiana Tech, 12/26/14)

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS
YEAR	 G	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	  QBH  FF-FR
2014	 13	 21	 30	 51	 8.5-46	 3.0-30	 0-0	 1	 5	 2-4

Ward Defensive GAME-BY-GAME
2014	S T	 AT	 TOT	 TFL-YDS	 QBS-YDS	 INT-YDS	 PBU	 QBH	 FF-FR
YSU	 1	 4	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
WKU	 1	 4	 5	 1.5-11	 0.5-5	 0-0	 0	 1	 1-0
@WASH	 3	 1	 4	 1.0-9	 1.0-9	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
TXST	 2	 3	 5	 1.0-6	 0.5-5	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@NEB	 3	 3	 6	 0.5-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
PUR	 2	 2	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
@WIS	 1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
MIN	 0	 4	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 1	 0-1
@OSU	 0	 0	 0	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-0
IOWA	 0	 2	 2	 0.5-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0-1
PSU	 3	 3	 6	 2.0-16	 1.0-11	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-0
@NW	 2	 2	 4	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 1-1
LT*	 3	 0	 3	 1.0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1	 0-1
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

31  Cameron Watkins
DB, 6-0, 185, Fr.
Madison, Tenn. / Pearl-Cohn

High School: All-State and 
All-Metro in 2014 after 
racking up 74 tackles, five 
TFLs and two interceptions in 
2014 ... Played in 2014 Toyota 
East vs. West Tennessee All-
Star Classic ... High school 
teammate of fellow Illini 
signee Ke’Shawn Vaughn ... 
Earned four letters in football 
and three in track and field 
... Runs 10.7 100m dash and 

also competes in decathlon, high jump, long jump and pole vault.

Personal: Born Dec. 3, 1996 ... Son of Keith Watkins and Rita 
Watkins-Matlock ... Has one sister … Enrolled in the general 
curriculum.

33  Tré Watson
LB, 6-2, 240, R-Fr.
Tampa, Fla. / Tampa Catholic

2014 Freshman: Redshirted 
the 2014 season.

High School: Three-star 
recruit by ESPN.com and 
Scout ... Had 164 tackles, 
96 solos, 11.5 TFLs, 8.5 
sacks, 46 QB hurries, six 
passes defended, four 
fumble recoveries, two forced 
fumbles and one interception 
in 2013 to earn first-team 

Class 3A All-State Elite honors by FloridaHSFootball.com and 
second-team all-state honors by the Orlando Sentinel and Tampa 
Bay Times ... Also had 11 receptions for 192 yards in 2013 ... 
Helped lead team to 3A state semifinals and to a district title in 
2013 ... Named Defensive MVP of the 2014 Blue-Gray All-America 
Bowl at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa ... Totaled 161 tackles, 
25.0 TFLs, 16.5 sacks, six fumble recoveries, three forced fumbles, 
two blocked punts and one interception in 2012 ... Named all-
state and all-county by the Tampa Bay Times.

Personal: Born July 5, 1996 ... Son of Tim and Christa Watson 
... Has one brother and three sisters ... Father played football 
at Howard University and had a five-year NFL career, playing 
for the Kansas City Chiefs, New York Giants and Philadelphia 
Eagles from 1993-97 ... Uncle, Cedric Watson, played football 
at Marshall University ... Honor roll member all four years ... 
Active in Health Occupation Students of America, National Honor 
Society, Rho Kappa Social Studies Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta 
Mathematics Honor Society and National Beta Club in high school 
National Honor Society ... Lists NBA basketball player Blake 
Griffin as his favorite athlete because “he is the most physically 
dominant player and puts on a show for the fans.” ... Majoring in 
community health.
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35  sEan White
LB, 6-0, 230, SR.
Casey, Ill. / Casey-Westfield

2014 Sophomore: Member of 
UI squad. 

2013 Redshirt Freshman: 
Member of UI squad. 

2012 Freshman: Joined team 
as a walk-on during the 2012 
season but did not see any 
action. 

High School: Honorable 
mention All-State selection in 

2011 … Two-time first-team All-Conference linebacker … Also 
was a four-time letter winner in baseball and once in basketball 
… High school coach was Keith Sinclair … Four-year member of 
the honor roll … Lists J Leman and Arrelious Benn as his Fighting 
Illini heroes.

Personal: Full given name is Sean Taylor White … Goes by 
“Taylor” … Son of Linda and Chris White … Has one brother, 
Patrick … Born Sept. 24, 1993, in Springfield, N.J. … Member 
of the National Honor Society … High school valedictorian … 
Majoring in civil engineering.

87  Tyler White
TE, 6-5, 255, JR.
Kalamazoo, Mich. / Plainwell

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014)

2014 Sophomore: Played 
in 12 games, primarily on 
special teams ... Had two 
receptions for 17 yards 
and one TD on the season 
... Received squad’s Special 
Teams Points Award ... 
Caught a touchdown for 
his first career reception, a 
13-yard grab for Illinois’ first 
score of the game against 
Purdue ... Academic All-Big 

Ten honoree.

2013 Freshman: Played in all 12 games, primarily on special 
teams, and had three tackles ... Recorded first career tackle 
against Cincinnati ... Made Illini debut in the season-opener 
against SIU but did not record any statistics.

High School: Three-star recruit by Scout and 247Sports … 
Ranked as the No. 21 player in Michigan by Scout … Ranked as 
the No. 53 tight end in the nation by 247Sports and the No. 65 
tight end in the nation by Scout … As a senior tight end, had 19 
catches for 263 yards and two touchdowns, along with 11 carries 
for 37 yards … As a junior, had 36 carries for 287 yards and 
four touchdowns … Earned All-Wolverine Conference honors as 
a senior … Kalamazoo Gazette All-Area pick and All-Michigan 
Dream Team selection as a senior … Named to the All-West 
Michigan team following his senior season … Named to the “D 
Zone” All-Michigan offensive team as one of the top 30 players 
in the state.

Personal: Born Jan. 12, 1995… Parents are Brian and Ronda 
White … Participates in the North Park Reformed Church youth 
group … Father was most influential in his athletic career 
because “he always told me I was going to be great even when 
others didn’t.” … Named to the National Honor Society while in 
high school and graduated in the top 20 of his class … Majoring 
in technical systems management.

CAREER HIGHS 
Receptions: 1, twice (last at Ohio State, 11/22/14 
Receiving Yards: 13 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14 
Long Reception: 13 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14
Touchdowns: 1 vs. Purdue, 10/4/14

Receiving statistics	
YEAR	 G	 NO	 YDS	 AVG	 YPG	 TD	 LG
2013	 12	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 --
2014	 12	 2	 17	 8.5	 1.4	 1	 13
TOTAL	 24	 2	 17	 8.5	 0.7	 1	 13

White RUSHING/RECEIVING game-by-game
2014	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
YSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WKU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
TXST	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-13	 1	 13
@WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@OSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 1-4	 0	 4
IOWA	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
LT*			  DNP-Injured
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	C AR-YDS	 TD	 LG	 REC-YDS	 TD	 LG
SIU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
CIN	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
vs. WASH	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MIAMI(OH)	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@NEB	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
WIS	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
MSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PSU	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@IND	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
OSUa	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
@PUR	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --
NW	 0-0	 0	 --	 0-0	 0	 --

32  Justice Williams
STAR, 6-3, 210, Fr.
Frisco, Texas / Wakeland

High School: Three-star 
recruit by 247Sports, ESPN.
com, Rivals and Scout ... 
Ranked as the No. 67 outside 
linebacker in the nation and 
the No. 10 OLB in Texas 
by Scout ... Two-time All-
District as a wide receiver 
and outside linebacker ... 
Earned three varsity letters 
in football and basketball, 
and four in track and field ... 

Holds school records in 800m run and 4x400m relay ... Member of 
2012 AAU National Championship basketball team.

Personal: Born March 7, 1997 ... Son of Kevin and Joy Williams 
... Has one brother, Kevin, Jr. ... Kevin, Jr., plays defensive back 
for the University of Southern Mississippi … Enrolled in College 
of Business.

17  Taylor Zalewski
PK, 6-3, 220, SR.
Orland Park, IlL. / Carl Sandburg

Pronunciation: zuh-LESS-key

• Academic All-Big Ten (2014 & 2012)
• Earned bachelor’s degree in economics in May 2015

2014 Junior: Played in 12 
games, primarily serving as 
Illinois’ kickoff specialist 
... Averaged 62.0 yards per 
kickoff with 28 touchbacks 
in 51 kickoffs ... Hit 3-of-
6 field goals and 16-of-18 
extra points on the season 
... Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree.

2013 Sophomore: Hit 12-of-
17 field goals on the year, including eight of his last 10 ... Boomed 
a season-long 51-yard field goal vs. Northwestern ... Scored a 
career-best 10 points against Northwestern, making 2-of-3 field 
goals and 4-of-4 PATs ... Former walk-on earned a scholarship 
prior to 2013. 

2012 Redshirt Freshman: Played in all 12 games, handling 
kickoffs for the entire season and placekicking duties in seven 
games ... Made 4-of-7 field goals, including a long of 54, and 
12-of-12 PATs on the season for a total of 24 points ... Kicked 
off 43 times for 2,708 yards (63.0 ypk) and 23 touchbacks on 
the season ... Made a career-long 54-yard field goal, the third-
longest in school history, and kicked off three times for a total 
of 188 yards (62.7 ypk) against Purdue ... Kicked his first-career 
field goal from 47 yards, hit 4-of-4 extra points and kicked off a 
career-high eight times for 511 total yards (63.9 ypk), including 
six touchbacks, in 44-0 victory over Charleston Southern ... Kicked 
off five times for 317 total yards, including three touchbacks, in  
his Illini debut, a season-opening win over Western Michigan ... 
Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

2011 Freshman: Redshirted the 2011 season. 

High School: Ranked No. 17 kicker in the class of 2011 by ESPN.
com … Second-team All-State selection by the Chicago Tribune 
… 2010 EdgyTim.com All-State selection … Two-star recruit 
by Rivals.com … Recorded touchbacks on 85 percent of his 
kickoffs … High school coach was Dave Wierzal … Three-year 
letterwinner in soccer. 

Personal: Last name pronounced zuh-LESS-key … Son of Melissa 
and William Zalewski … Born July 5, 1993 … Earned bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Illinois in May 2015 and currently is 
enrolled in a Master of Technology Management program.

CAREER HIGHS	
FG Made: 2, 3x (last vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13)
FG Attempts: 3, twice (last vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13)
PAT Made: 6 vs. Cincinnati, 9/7/13
PAT Attempts: 6 vs. Cincinnati, 9/7/13
Points: 10 vs. Northwestern, 11/30/13
Long Field Goal: 54 yards vs. Purdue, 11/17/12
Kickoffs: 9 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Yards: 547 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Average: 65.0, 7x (last vs. Minnesota, 10/25/14)
Touchbacks: 7 at Northwestern, 11/29/14
Tackles: 1, twice (last vs. Southern Illinois, 8/31/13)

kicking statistics	
YEAR 	 PAT	 FG 	 0-29	 30-39  	 40-49 	 50+	 PTS 
2012	 12-12	 4-7	 2-3	 0-0	 1-2	 1-2	 24
2013	 38-38	 12-17	 3-4	 7-8	 1-4	 1-1	 74
2014	 16-18	 3-6	 2-2	 1-2	 0-0	 0-1	 25
TOTAL	 66-68	 19-30	 8-9	 8-9	 2-6	 2-4	 120

KICKOFF STATISTICS
YEAR 	 G	 No	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	rt	rt   yds	 YPR 
2012	 12	 43	 2,708	 63.0	 23	 20	 460	 23.0
2013	 12	 66	 4,132	 62.6	 35	 29	 719	 24.8
2014	 12	 51	 3,160	 62.0	 28	 19	 463	 24.4
TOTAL	 36	 160	 10,002	 62.5	 86	 68	 1,566	 24.1
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ZALEWSKI Kicking game-by-game
2014	 FGM-FGA	 LG	 BLKD	 PAT	 PTS
YSU	 0-0	 --	 0	 4-4	 4
WKU	 0-2	 --	 0	 6-6	 6
@WASH	 1-1	 25	 0	 2-2	 5
TXST	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-1	 0
@NEB			   DNP
PUR	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
@WIS	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
MIN	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
@OSU	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
IOWA	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
PSU	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
@NW	 1-1	 33	 0	 4-4	 7
LT*	 1-2	 27	 0	 1-2	 4
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013	 FGM-FGA	 LG	 BLKD	 PAT	 PTS
SIU	 2-3	 33	 0	 4-4	 10
CIN	 1-1	 19	 0	 6-6	 9
vs. WASH	 1-2	 40	 0	 3-3	 6
MIAMI(OH)	 0-1	 --	 0	 4-4	 4
@NEB	 1-1	 38	 0	 2-2	 5
WIS	 1-1	 31	 0	 3-3	 6
MSU	 1-1	 31	 0	 0-0	 3
@PSU	 1-1	 20	 0	 2-2	 5
@IND	 0-1	 --	 0	 5-5	 5
OSU	 0-0	 --	 0	 3-3	 3
@PUR	 2-2	 32	 0	 2-2	 8
NW	 2-3	 51	 0	 4-4	 10

2012	 FGM-FGA	 LG	 BLKD	 PAT	 PTS
WMU	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
@ASU	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
CSU	 1-1	 47	 0	 4-4	 7
LT	 1-1	 26	 0	 3-3	 6
PSU	 0-1	 --	 0	 1-1	 1
@WIS	 0-1	 --	 0	 2-2	 2
@MICH	 0-1	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
IND	 1-1	 20	 0	 2-2	 5
@OSU	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
MINN	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0
PUR	 1-1	 54	 0	 0-0	 3
@NW	 0-0	 --	 0	 0-0	 0

ZALEWSKI Kickoff game-by-game
2014	 KO	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 RT	rt  yds	 YPR 
YSU	 2	 95	 47.5	 1	 0	 0	 0.0
WKU	 6	 355	 59.2	 4	 2	 33	 16.5
@WASH	 4	 260	 65.0	 2	 2	 69	 34.5
TXST	 1	 65	 65.0	 1	 0	 0	 0.0
@NEB				    DNP
PUR	 5	 305	 61.0	 2	 3	 42	 14.0
@WIS	 4	 260	 65.0	 2	 2	 39	 19.5
MIN	 5	 325	 65.0	 4	 1	 25	 25.0
@OSU	 3	 188	 62.7	 0	 3	 87	 29.0
IOWA	 3	 199	 66.3	 1	 2	 32	 16.0
PSU	 4	 249	 62.2	 3	 1	 21	 21.0
@NW	 9	 547	 60.8	 7	 2	 95	 47.5
LT*	 5	 312	 62.4	 1	 4	 76	 19.0
*Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

2013 	 KO	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 RT	rt  yds	 YPR 
SIU	 8	 520	 65.0	 6	 2	 73	 36.5
CIN	 8	 517	 64.6	 4	 4	 91	 22.8
vs. WASH	 5	 319	 63.8	 0	 5	 103	 20.6
MIAMI(OH)	 7	 451	 64.4	 5	 2	 41	 20.5
@NEB	 4	 238	 59.5	 2	 1	 26	 26.0
WIS	 5	 325	 65.0	 3	 2	 77	 38.5
MSU	 2	 96	 48.0	 1	 1	 3	 3.0 
@PSU	 3	 193	 64.3	 2	 1	 27	 27.0
@IND	 6	 383	 63.8	 3	 3	 71	 23.7
OSU	 7	 442	 63.1	 2	 5	 134	 26.8
@PUR	 5	 302	 60.4	 4	 1	 26	 26.0
NW	 6	 348	 58.0	 3	 2	 47	 23.5

2012 	 KO	 YDS	 AVG	 TB	 RT	rt  yds	 YPR 
WMU	 5	 317	 63.4	 3	 2	 39	 19.5	
@ASU	 3	 195	 65.0	 1	 2	 47	 23.5
CSU	 8	 511	 63.9	 6	 2	 39	 19.5
LT	 5	 323	 64.6	 3	 2	 43	 21.5
PSU	 2	 130	 65.0	 2	 0	 0 	 0.0
@WIS	 2	 130	 65.0	 2	 0	 0	 0.0
@MICH	 1	 51	 51.0	 0	 1	 12	 12.0
IND	 4	 244	 61.0	 2	 2	 36	 18.0
@OSU	 4	 244	 61.0	 2	 2	 46	 23.0
MINN	 2	 130	 65.0	 2	 0	 0	 0.0
PUR	 3	 188	 62.7	 0	 3	 66	 22.0
@NW	 4	 245	 61.2	 0	 4	 132	 33.0


