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Head Coach  .................................................................................................  Walt Wells
 Alma Mater  .................................................................................  Belmont, 1993
 Record at EKU (Years)/Career Record (Years)  ......................... 0-0 (1st)/ 0-0 (1st)
Defensive Coordinator  ........................................................  Jake Johnson (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  .....................................................................Eastern Kentucky, 2002 
Off ensive Coordinator/Running Backs Coach  ....................  Andy Richman (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ........................................................  Wisconsin-Stevens Point, 2002
Off ensive Line Coach  ................................................................  Eric Losey (1st season)
 Alma Mater  ................................................................... Western Kentucky, 2006
Quarterbacks Coach  .........................................................  Trent Steelman (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  .............................................  United States Military Academy, 2013 
Tight Ends Coach/Co-Special Teams Coordinator  .......... Kevin McKeethan (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ...................................................................  Maryville College, 2007
Wide Receivers Coach  ...............................................................  Caleb Cox (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  .................................................  Kentucky Christian University, 2013
Defensive Backs Coach ...............................................  Shannon Morrison (5th Season)
 Alma Mater  .................................................................................  Marshall, 1995
Defensive Line Coach  ...................................................... Jeremy Hawkins (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ......................................................................................... Troy, 2009
Inside Linebackers Coach/Co-Special Teams Coordinator  .........  Derek Day (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  .....................................................................................  Butler, 2009 
Safeties Coach  .................................................................... Chris Franklin (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ................................................................... Western Kentucky, 2009
Director of Football Sports Performance  ................................  Billy Brown (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ........................................................................ Central Florida, 2011
Football Equipment Coordinator ........................................  Austin Crowe (2nd Season)
 Alma Mater  ................................................................................  Louisville, 2016
Football Video Coordinator  ....................................... Brendan McNamara (1st Season)
 Alma Mater  ...................................................................  Marian University, 2019
Athletic Trainer  ..................................................................  Brian Benitez (2nd season)
 Alma Mater  ................................................................... Averett University, 2016 
Director of Operations  ........................................................  John Barnett (4th Season)
 Alma Mater  ...........................................................................  Virginia Tech, 2011 
 Offi  ce Phone/email  ............................... (859) 622-2146/john.barnett@eku.edu

Off ense/Defense  .................................................. Multiple Spread/4-3
2019 Record ................................... 7-5 (Home:  3-2, Away:  4-3, Neutral:  0-0)
 Ohio Valley Conference  .................................  5-3 (4th/9 teams)
2019 Postseason  ............................................................................... None
Off ensive Starters Returning/Lost  ..................................................  9/2

Returning - Jaelin Carter (WR, Sr., 4 rec, 94 yrds, 2 TD), Tucker Schroeder (LG, 
r-Jr., 2nd team All-OVC, HM Sophomore All-America), Jackson Bardall (C, r-Sr.), 
Chris Anthony (RG, r-Jr.), Graham Ashkettle (RT, r-Jr., 2nd team All-OVC, 2nd 
team Academic All-America), Ethan Bradds (TE, r-Jr., 9 rec, 127 yrds), Matt 
Wilcox Jr. (SL, Sr., 24 rec, 189 yrds), Keyion Dixon (WR, r-Sr., 34 rec, 497 yrds, 1 
TD), Parker McKinney (QB, r-So., 116-for-221, 1,371 yrds, 7 TDs, 9 INT)
Lost - Eric Magwood (LT), Daryl McCleskey Jr. (RB, 214 att, 1,238 yrds, 5.8 ypc, 8 
TDs, 1st team All-OVC)

Defensive Starters Returning/Lost  .................................................  7/4
Returning - Quinten Floyd (DT, r-Jr., 16 tckls, 1.5 TFL), Leonard Humphrey (DT, Sr., 
12 tckls, 2.0 TFL), Tre Turner (DE, r-Jr., 34 tckls, 4.5 TFL), Steven Crowder (LB, Sr., 63 
tckls, 9.5 TFL, 2.0 sacks), Daulson Fitzpatrick (LB, Jr., 36 tckls, 2.0 sacks, 3 INT), Josh 
Hayes (CB, r-Sr., 41 tckls, 2 INT), Joseph Sayles (S, Jr., 41 tckls, 3.5 TFL, 2 INT)
Lost - Aaron Patrick (DE, 52 tckls, 10.0 sacks, 1st team All-OVC, 1st team All-
America), Corey Glass (LB, 81 tckls, 6.5 TFL), Frank Sumpter (CB, 25 tckls, 1 INT), 
Ben Bascom (S, 55 tckls, 4.5 TFL)

Specialist Returning/Lost  ..................................................................  3/5
Returning - Phillip Richards (P/HO, Jr., 38.0 yrds/punt), Quentin Pringle (KR, So., 
27.1 yrds/return, 2nd team All-OVC)  

Players Returning/Lost  ................. 60 (29 o, 26 d, 5 st)/41 (21 o, 19 d, 1 st)
Newcomers  ............................................................................................... 37

2020 Preseason
Prospectus

colonel footballcolonel football

General Information Coaching Staff

Program History

EKUSports Communications

Team Information



21 OVC CHAMPIONSHIPS  •  21 NCAA PLAYOFF APPEARANCES  •  2 NCAA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

Notes

OVC DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Aaron Patrick was chosen as the 2019 Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Defensive Player of the Year.  Patrick was the 15th OVC 
Defensive Player of the Year selection from EKU (one player 
was chosen twice), and the fi rst since Noah Spence in 2015.

ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS
Two Colonels – Graham Ashkettle and Samuel Hayworth 
– were chosen to the 2019 Academic All-America® Team, 
as selected by the College Sports Information Directors 
of America (CoSIDA).  The duo were the fi rst EKU football 
players chosen as Academic All-Americans® since Danny 
Copeland in 1987.  It is only the second time ever two foot-
ball players from the same OVC team earned Academic All-
America® recognition in the same year.

ALL-AMERICA
Aaron Patrick was chosen to six postseason All-America 
teams.  He was a fi rst team selection by the Associated Press 
and Walter Camp.  He earned second team honors from 
STATS and the AFCA.  Patrick was a third team selection to 
the HERO Sports and Phil Steele FCS All-America Teams.

HONORABLE MENTION FOR 
SOPHOMORE ALL-AMERICA
Redshirt sophomore off ensive lineman Tucker Schroeder 
received honorable mention for the HERO Sports 2019 FCS 
Sophomore All-America Team.

ALL-OVC HONORS
Seven Colonels earned all-conference recognition.  Run-
ning back Daryl McCleskey Jr. and kicker Samuel Hayworth 
joined defensive lineman Aaron Patrick on the All-OVC fi rst 
team.  Running back Alonzo Booth, off ensive guard Tucker 
Schroeder, off ensive tackle Graham Ashkettle and defensive 
lineman Taquan Evans were second team All-OVC selec-
tions.

NATIONAL DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE 
YEAR FINALIST
Redshirt senior defensive lineman Aaron Patrick was a fi -
nalist for the 2019 STATS Buck Buchanan Award, the Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision (FCS) national defensive 
player of the year award.

1,000-YARD RUSHER
Daryl McCleskey Jr. eclipsed the 1,000-yard rushing mark for 
the season at Southeast Missouri (Nov. 9).  The senior was 
the fi rst Colonel to run for 1,000 or more yards in a season 
since Dy’Shawn Mobley totaled 1,491 in 2014.  McCleskey 
fi nished the season with an OVC-best 1,238 rushing yards.  
No other player in the conference had more than 895 yards.

ACADEMIC WINNERS
Four players – Alonzo Booth, Graham Ashkettle, Samuel 
Hayworth and Steven Crowder – were chosen to the 2019 
Academic All-District® Team, as selected by the College 
Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA).

TOUGH AGAINST THE RUN
Eastern Kentucky limited opponents to 119 rushing yards 
per game in 2019, second-best in the OVC and 15th in the 
nation.  The Colonels fi nished the season allowing just 80 

FRESHMAN LEADS OVC
True freshman running back Quentin Pringle led the OVC, 
and ranked eighth in the nation, in kick return average at 
27.1 yards per return.

2,000 YARD CLUB
Daryl McCleskey Jr. became the 16th member of Eastern’s 
2,000-yard career rushing club against Tennessee State 
(Sept. 28).  He came into the game needing 143 yards, but 
fi nished with a career-best 202.  He capped his career with 
2,707 rushing yards, 12th on EKU’s all-time rushing list.

600 WINS AND COUNTING
Eastern Kentucky’s 17-13 win at Austin Peay on Nov. 3, 2018 
was the 600th victory in program history.  The Colonels are 
now 609-391-38 in 106 seasons of football.  No other OVC 
program has won more than 567 games (TSU).  EKU was the 
20th FCS program to win 600 or more games.

EKU’S RECORD AT RKS
Eastern Kentucky’s all-time record in games played at Roy 
Kidd Stadium is 227-60-1.

NATIONAL SPECIAL TEAMS POW
Senior kicker Samuel Hayworth was chosen as the STATS 
FCS National Special Teams Player of the Week on Nov. 25.  
Hayworth scored a program record 17 kicking points in the 
Colonels’ 29-23 victory at Jacksonville State (Nov. 23).  He 
also tied Eastern’s mark of fi ve fi eld goals in a game.  After 
coming up one point short of tying the record earlier this 
season, Hayworth surpassed Jamie Lovett’s record of 16 
kicking points in a game, set against Youngstown State in 
1983.  Lovett also made fi ve fi eld goals in that game.  Hay-
worth’s fi ve fi eld goals came from distances of 24, 25, 28, 
34 and 50 yards.  He also kicked off  seven times with three 
touchbacks.  He tied the score with two second quarter fi eld 
goals and his two in the fourth quarter proved to be the dif-
ference in the game.  Long snapper Alex Shelton and holder 
Phillip Richards played an important role on each of the fi ve 
fi eld goals and the two extra-points.

OVC SPECIALIST OF THE WEEK
Samuel Hayworth was the unanimous selection for OVC 
Specialist of the Week on Nov. 24, after his record breaking 
performance in EKU’s win at Jacksonville State (Nov. 23).

PUTTING THE BRAKES ON TTU
The Colonels held Tennessee Tech (Nov. 16) to 150 yards of 
off ense, including just two rushing yards.  TTU came into 
the game averaging 31 points and 398 yards of off ense.  
Tech was held to a season-low 10 points, and its lone touch-
down was set up by an EKU fumble that was returned to 
the fi ve yard line.  The Tennessee Tech passing attack was 
held more than 100 yards below its average.  Only one TTU 
off ensive drive crossed the EKU 30 yard line.

TURNING YOU OVER
EKU forced fi ve turnovers at Southeast Missouri (Nov. 9), 
making two interceptions and recovering three fumbles.  
Eastern leads the OVC in turnover margin (0.60).  The Colo-
nels are second in turnovers gained (20) and third in turn-
overs committed (14).

yards on the ground to Jacksonville State (Nov. 23), the 
sixth time EKU allowed 100 rushing yards or less in a game.  
Over the fi nal six games of the season, Eastern gave up 22 
yards on the ground to Murray State (Oct. 19), 40 to Eastern 
Illinois (Oct. 26), 63 to Austin Peay (Nov. 2), two yards to 
Tennessee Tech (Nov. 16) and 80 to JSU.

GETTING TO THE QB
EKU had 11 sacks in the fi nal two games of the season, 
eight against Tennessee Tech (Nov. 16) and three at Jack-
sonville State (Nov. 23).

PROTECTING THE QB
The Colonels struggled to protect the quarterback to start 
the season, allowing 21 sacks in the fi rst six games.  Howev-
er, over the fi nal six games Eastern gave up only three sacks.

GROUND COVERAGE
Running backs Daryl McCleskey Jr. and Alonzo Booth ranked 
highly in national rushing stats.  McCleskey was 10th in the 
nation with 1,238 rushing yards and 25th with an average 
of 5.79 yards per carry.  Booth ranked 16th with 14 rushing 
touchdowns.  As a team, EKU led the OVC and was 20th in 
the nation with 205.5 rushing yards per game.

PHIL STEELE ALL-OVC
Ten Colonels earned spots on the Phil Steele 2019 All-Ohio 
Valley Conference Team.  Running back Daryl McCleskey 
Jr. and kicker Samuel Hayworth joined defensive linemen 
Aaron Patrick and Taquan Evans on the fi rst team.  Running 
back Alonzo Booth, off ensive lineman Graham Ashkettle 
and kick returner Quentin Pringle were second team se-
lections.  Off ensive lineman Tucker Schroeder, linebacker 
Steven Crowder and long snapper Alex Shelton made the 
third team.

MCCLESKEY RINGS UP 100 AGAIN
Daryl McCleskey Jr. eclipsed the 100-yard rushing mark for 
the sixth time in 12 games when he ran for 110 yards on 
24 carries at Jacksonville State (Nov. 23).  The senior also 
rushed for 100 or more against Indiana State (103), Presby-
terian (138), Tennessee State (202), Austin Peay (145) and 
Tennessee Tech (106).

PATRICK REACHES 2ND ON SACKS LIST
Aaron Patrick had 10 sacks in 2019.  He fi nished his career 
with 27.5 career sacks, second-most in EKU history.  He fi n-
ished 1.5 sacks away from tying Greg McKee’s school record 
of 29.0 (1988-91).  With two sacks in the season-fi nale at 
Jacksonville State (Nov. 23), Patrick passed two players with 
27 -- Chad Bratzke (1990-93) and David Wilkins (1988-91).

SACKS OF HIS OWN
Senior Taquan Evans totaled four sacks over the fi nal two 
games of the season, raising his season total to eight sacks.  
That tied for the ninth most in one season in EKU history.  
He fi nished second in the OVC and 34th in the nation with 
0.67 sacks per game.

ACADEMIC ALL-STAR
Kicker Samuel Hayworth was one only 53 players from 
across the nation chosen to the 22nd annual FCS Athletics 
Directors Association (FCS ADA) Academic All-Star Team.
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WE’RE A LITTLE DEFENSIVE
EKU held Eastern Illinois (Oct. 26) to 89 yards of total of-
fense, 40 rushing yards and 49 passing.  The Panthers had 
just eight fi rst downs and averaged only 1.5 yards per of-
fensive play.  Of those 89 yards, 69 came on a late touch-
down drive.  Prior to that drive, EIU had accumulated just 
two fi rst downs and 20 yards.  It was the fewest yards al-
lowed by an EKU defense in more than 16 years.

SPECIALIST OF THE WEEK
After Eastern’s 33-6 victory at Eastern Illinois (Oct. 26), 
redshirt senior kicker Samuel Hayworth was chosen as the 
OVC Specialist of the Week.  In a driving rain, and on a com-
pletely saturated fi eld, Hayworth hit four fi eld goals and 
three extra-points to account for 15 of Eastern’s 33 points.

HAYWORTH ALMOST BREAKS RECORD
Samuel Hayworth hit four fi eld goals and three extra-points 
to account for 15 points against Eastern Illinois (Oct. 26).  He 
came up one point shy of tying Jamie Lovett’s program re-
cord of 16 kicking points in a game, set against Youngstown 
State in 1983.

WINNER, WINNER CHICKEN DINNER
With EKU up by seven, Murray State (Oct. 19) drove to the 
three yard line in the closing minute.  On 2nd-and-goal 
with seven seconds remaining, Frank Sumpter intercepted 
a pass in the end zone to secure the victory.

CO-DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
After coming up with the game-saving interception at Mur-
ray State (Oct. 19), Frank Sumpter was chosen as the OVC 
Co-Defensive Player of the Week (Oct. 20).

HALTING THE RACERS
The Colonels held Murray State (Oct. 19) to 22 rushing yards 
on 19 carries.  It was the fewest yards allowed by an EKU 
team since giving up six yards against Austin Peay on Oct. 
5, 2013.

THREE INTERCEPTIONS
Eastern picked off  three passes in its 34-27 win at Murray 
State (Oct. 19).  Daulson Fitzpatrick, Aaron Patrick and Frank 
Sumpter each had an interception in the game.

HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE
Aaron Patrick had three tackles, one sack, one forced fum-
ble and an interception at Murray State (Oct. 19).  His third 
quarter pick was the fi rst of his career.

300 YARDS PASSING
Redshirt freshman Parker McKinney threw for 313 yards 
against Tennessee-Martin (Oct. 5).  It was the only 300-yard 
game by an Eastern QB during the 2019 season.

HITTING 100 IN THREE STRAIGHT
Running back Daryl McCleskey rushed for 100 yards-plus 
in three straight games.  He had 103 yards on 13 car-
ries at Indiana State (Sept. 14), 138 yards on 12 carries at 
Presbyterian (Sept. 21) and a career-high 202 yards on 16 
carries against Tennessee State (Sept. 28).  He is the fi rst 
Colonel with three straight 100-yard rushing games since 
Dy’Shawn Mobley had four straight in 2014.

BIG RUN
Alonzo Booth broke loose for an 86-yard touchdown run in 
the fourth quarter of EKU’s win over Valparaiso (Aug. 29).  
It was the longest run from scrimmage by a Colonel since 
Bobby Washington set the school record with a 99-yard run 
at Murray State in 2007.

TOTING THE ROCK
Alonzo Booth racked up 128 yards on just seven carries and 
scored three touchdowns against Valparaiso (Aug. 29).  He 
averaged 18.3 yards per carry.

SCOOP AND SCORE
After Steven Crowder forced a fumble on a sack on Valparai-
so’s second play of the game, Corey Glass picked up the ball 
and took it 29 yards to the end zone.

PRESEASON ALL-AMERICAN
Defensive end Aaron Patrick was chosen as a preseason All-
American by Phil Steele (fi rst team), STATS (second team) 
and HERO Sports (second team).

PRESEASON TOP-25
The Colonels were back in familiar territory, listed among 
the top-25 teams in the nation to begin the season.  EKU 
was ranked 24th in the HERO Sports Top 25 and 25th in the 
Lindy’s Sports Preseason FCS Top 25.

STATS PRESEASON POLL
Eastern sat just outside the top-25 in the Preseason STATS 
FCS Top 25.  The Colonels were 30th.  Three 2019 opponents 
were among the top-25 -- Jacksonville State (No. 6), Indi-
ana State (No. 16) and Southeast Missouri (No. 17).

PICKED THIRD IN THE OVC
In a pair of preseason OVC polls, the Colonels were picked to 
place third in the league in 2019 in the OVC Media Poll and 
the OVC Coaches Poll.

THREE PICKED ALL-OVC BY COACHES
Three Colonels – running back Daryl McCleskey Jr., defen-
sive end Aaron Patrick and defensive back/linebacker Leo-
dis Moore III – were chosen to the Preseason All-OVC Team 
by league coaches and communications directors.

GETTING OFFENSIVE
Eastern totaled a season-best 525 yards of off ense – 379 
on the ground and 146 through the air – against Tennessee 
State (Sept. 28).  It was the Colonels’ fi rst 500-yard off ensive 
output since rolling up 564 against Morehead State in the 
2018 season-opener.

RUSHING FOR A FIRST DOWN, ALMOST
Eastern Kentucky averaged 9.0 yards per carry on its way to 
rolling up 379 rushing yards against Tennessee State (Sept. 
28).  It was the highest single game team rushing average 
in more than 16 years.

TWO 100-YARD RUSHERS
Daryl McCleskey Jr. (202) and Alonzo Booth (115) both 
rushed for 100 or more yards against Tennessee State (Sept. 
28).  It was the fi rst time since Nov. 1, 2014 EKU had two 
100-yard rushers in the same game.  On that day, Dy’Shawn 
Mobley and Jared McClain both fi nished with 139 yards at 
Tennessee State.

TWO PICKS IN ONE GAME
Making his second career start, sophomore safety Joseph 
Sayles intercepted two passes at Presbyterian (Sept. 21).  
He returned the fi rst for 20 yards and the second for 34.

100 RECEIVING YARDS
Newcomer Keyion Dixon had a season-high 101 yards on 
six receptions at Presbyterian (Sept. 21).  He also caught his 
fi rst touchdown pass as a Colonel.

MCKINNEY COMES ON STRONG
Parker McKinney came on to play late in the fi rst quarter 
at Presbyterian (Sept. 21) and engineered four of EKU’s fi ve 
scoring drives.  He fi nished 14-for-20 for 155 yards and 
threw two passing touchdowns.  He also scored a touch-
down on the ground.

MCCLESKEY FOR 100
Senior Daryl McCleskey Jr. rushed for 103 yards on 13 carries 
at Indiana State (Sept. 14).  He averaged 7.9 yards per carry.

DEFENSIVE BRIGHT SPOTS
In EKU’s loss at Louisville, Josh Hayes intercepted a pass and 
Steven Crowder fi nished with 11 tackles, including two for 
a loss.

BIG WIN
EKU beat Valparaiso, 53-7.  The 46-point margin was the 
biggest win for the Colonels against a Division I team since 
beating Tennessee State, 49-0, on Nov. 19, 2005.

GETTING DEFENSIVE
Eastern Kentucky held Valparaiso (Aug. 29) to 68 rushing 
yards and 184 yards of total off ense.

NEARLY A 1ST DOWN ON EACH RUN
The Colonels averaged 8.5 yards per carry in churning out 
333 rushing yards against Valparaiso (Aug. 29).  It was the 
best single game rushing average since registering 8.5 
yards per carry twice during the 2007 season.

FCS Playoff  Appearances
 Team Trips Last
1. Montana 24 2019
2. Eastern Kentucky 21 2014
 Northern Iowa 21  2019
4. Appalachian State 20  2012
5. Georgia Southern 19 2012
6. Furman 18 2019
7. Eastern Illinois 16 2015
 McNeese State 16 2015
 New Hampshire 16 2017
 Delaware 16 2018
 James Madison 16 2019
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2020 Roster (as of May 6)

ALPHABETICAL ROSTER

No. Name Pos.
84 Reece Adkins TE
95 Abe Alabi DT
13 Dakota Allen QB
22 Jaylyn Allen LB
75 Christopher Anthony OL
 Khalil Arnold QB
73 Graham Ashkettle OL
76 Tex Bailey OL
 Greg Bain WR
79 Darrian Baker DL
71 Jackson Bardall OL
17 Jackson Beerman WR
37 Tyson Bivins DB
34 Alonzo Booth RB
55 Jadyn Bost DE
46 Thomas Bowling LS
88 Ethan Bradds TE
 Jairus Brents CB
92 Shane Burks II DT
23 Alex Cabrera WR
11 Jaelin Carter WR
65 Drew Cassidy P
36 Nic Cheeley CB
94 Malik Clark DE
98 Sean Cleasant Jr. DL
74 Payton Collins OL
 Adrian Compton WR
15 Steven Crowder LB
5 TJ Comstock DB
1 Kaymen Cureton QB
 Ousmane Dabo DB
90 Dillon Denault DL
7 Garrett Dennis DB
20 Tyris Dickerson RB
16 Keyion Dixon WR
49 Andrew Dziuk LB
66 Cameron Ealey DL
54 Josiah Ezirim DL
30 Cheikh Fall LB
27 Daulson Fitzpatrick DB
99 Gabe Fletcher DL
59 Quinten Floyd DL
35 Elijah Ford LB
26 Tre’ Goodin DB
60 Dalton Gossett OL
83 Kevin Gniedziejko LB
44 Eli Hairston LB
72 Drew Hart OL
26 Josh Hayes DB
28 Jaylen Herrud LB
29 Jeriah Hightower RB
97 Leonard Humphrey DL
33 Matthew Jackson LB 
97 Ryan Jackson DL
85 Bryant Johnson WR
3 Jacquez Jones WR

NUMERICAL ROSTER

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Hometown (Previous School)
0 Tahj McClung DL 6-2 320 Jr. Louisville, Ky. (Duke University)
1 Kaymen Cureton QB 6-0 205 R-Jr. Lawndale, Calif. (University of Nevada, Reno)
2 Craig Sinclair Jr. DB 5-11 165 Fr. Jacksonville, Fla. (Bartram Trail HS)
3 Jacquez Jones WR 5-10 169 R-Jr. Clearwater, Fla. (University of Tennessee)
4 Kyeandre Magloire RB 6-0 200 Fr. Minneola, Fla. (Lake Minneola HS)
5 TJ Comstock DB 5-11 195 R-Sr. Louisville, Ky. (duPont Manual HS)
5 Ian Pitt TE 6-3 221 R-Fr. Henderson, Ky. (Henderson County HS)
7 Madison Norris LB 6-5 214 R-So. Indianapolis, Ind. (Indiana University)
8 Matt Wilcox Jr. WR 5-10 185 Sr. Dayton, Ohio (Independence CC)
11 Jaelin Carter WR 6-2 208 Sr. Louisville, Ky. (duPont Manual HS)
13 Dakota Allen QB 6-4 225 R-Jr. Lebanon, Ohio (Lebanon HS)
15 Steven Crowder LB 6-2 225 Sr. Mount Olive, Ala. (Gardendale HS)
16 Keyion Dixon WR 6-3 185 R-Sr. Glastonbury, Conn. (University of Connecticut)
17 Jackson Beerman WR 6-5 206 R-Jr. Lexington, Ky. (Tates Creek HS)
18 Parker McKinney QB 6-3 208 R-So. Coalfi eld, Tenn. (Coalfi eld HS)
19 Isaiah Velez QB 6-3 180 R-Fr. North Miami, Fla. (Miami Northwestern Senior High)
20 Tyris Dickerson RB 5-10 220 R-Fr. Akron, Ohio (Archbishop Hoban HS)
21 Allante Leapheart DB 5-10 190 Sr. Detroit, Mich. (Santa Rosa CC)
22 Jaylyn Allen LB 6-2 215 Fr. Paintsville, Ky. (Paintsville HS)
23 Alex Cabrera WR 6-0 176 R-Sr. Melbourne, Fla. (Viera HS)
24 Quentin Pringle RB 5-9 178 So. Bolingbrook, Ill. (Bollingbrook HS)
25 BK Smith WR 5-10 180 R-Jr. Louisville, Ky. (Male HS)
26 Josh Hayes DB 6-0 185 R-Sr. Indianapolis, Ind. (Purdue University)
27 Daulson Fitzpatrick DB 6-1 193 Jr. Akron, Ohio (Archbishop Hoban HS)
28 Jaylen Herrud LB 6-3 214 Fr. Nashville, Tenn. (Summit HS)
29 Jeriah Hightower RB 6-0 224 Fr. Madisonville, Ky. (Madisonville North Hopkins HS)
29 Andre Lacy DB 5-8 155 R-So. Columbus, Ga. (Shaw HS)
30 Cheikh Fall LB 6-4 200 Fr. Middletown, Ohio (Middletown HS)
33 Matthew Jackson LB 6-2 205 R-Jr. Nashville, Tenn. (Hillsboro HS)
34 Alonzo Booth RB 6-1 250 R-Jr. Columbus, Ohio (St. Francis DeSales HS)
35 Elijah Ford LB 6-2 215 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Colerain HS)
36 Nic Cheeley CB 6-1 180 R-Fr. McCleansville, N.C. (Eastern Guilford HS)
37 Tyson Bivins DB 6-2 190 R-So. Knoxville, Tenn. (Bearden HS)
38 Jakari Lumsden LB 6-1 220 R-So. Youngstown, Ohio (Austintown Fitch HS)
39 Mason Molique K 6-1 160 R-Fr. Union, Ky. (Ryle HS)
40 Landon White K 6-1 192 R-Jr. Richmond, Ky. (Madison Central HS)
41 Eric Mixon LB 5-11 220 Fr. Humble, Texas (Aldine MacArthur HS)
43 Joseph Sayles DB 6-0 187 Jr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Chattahoochee HS)
44 Eli Hairston LB 6-3 220 So. Columbus, Ohio (Urbana University)
45 Kabbash Richards DE 6-4 215 So. Lansing, Mich. (Lansing Catholic HS)
46 Thomas Bowling LS 6-1 209 R-Jr. Bardstown, Ky. (Bardstown HS)
47 Andre Teague Jr. LB 5-11 220 R-Jr. Louisville, Ky. (Kentucky Wesleyan College)
48 Kaleb Lundy LB 6-2 200 R-Fr. Winston-Salem, N.C. (East Forsyth HS)
49 Andrew Dziuk LB 6-0 215 R-Jr. Cornelius, N.C. (Hough HS)
50 Trey Livingood III OL 6-3 299 R-So. Berea, Ky. (Marshall University)
52 Tucker Schroeder OL 6-4 295 R-Jr. St. Cloud, Fla. (Harmony HS)
53 Elijah Taylor DL 6-3 280 R-Sr. Cincinnati, Ohio (University of Notre Dame)
54 Josiah Ezirim DL 6-6 282 So. Hilliard, Ohio (Hilliard Davidson HS)
55 Jadyn Bost DE 6-2 230 Fr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS)
56 Brian Lassiter DL 6-3 240 R-Jr. Charlotte, N.C. (Mallard Creek HS)
59 Quinten Floyd DL 6-2 285 R-Jr. Frankfort, Ky. (Bryan Station HS)
60 Dalton Gossett OL 6-4 275 R-Jr. Louisville, Ky. (Male HS)
62 Grant Wilburn P 6-1 230 R-Fr. Russell, Ky. (Russell HS)
62 John Stone OL 6-3 285 Fr. Ashland, Ky. (Paul Blazer HS)
63 Sean Ralls K/P 6-2 190 R-Fr. LaGrange, Ky. (Oldham County HS)
64 Howard Watkins Jr. OL 6-4 285 R-Jr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Garden City CC)
65 Drew Cassidy P 5-11 160 R-So. West Portsmouth, Ohio (West Portsmouth HS)
66 Cameron Ealey DL 6-3 215 R-Fr. Powder Springs, Ga. (Mount Paran Christian School)
66 Jarrett Mathews OL 6-0 270 Fr. Nashville, Tenn. (Christ Presbyterian Academy)
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2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2020 Roster

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Hometown (Previous School)
68 Caleb Whitacre LS 6-2 271 R-So. London, Ohio (London HS)
70 Vincent Munlin Jr. OL 6-6 240 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Princeton HS)
71 Jackson Bardall OL 6-3 301 R-Sr. Cumming, Ga. (North Forsyth HS)
72 Drew Hart OL 6-7 302 R-So. Evansville, Ind. (Reitz Memorial HS)
73 Graham Ashkettle OL 6-6 300 R-Jr. Crestwood, Ky. (South Oldham HS)
74 Payton Collins OL 6-6 260 R-Fr. Columbus, Ohio (Bishop Hartley HS)
75 Christopher Anthony OL 6-4 300 R-Jr. Massillon, Ohio (Washington HS)
76 Tex Bailey OL 6-4 300 R-Fr. Madison, Ala. (Madison Academy)
78 Trever Sandusky OL 6-5 270 Fr. Carrollton, Ky. (Carroll County HS)
79 Darrian Baker DL 6-4 290 Fr. Harrodsburg, Ky. (Mercer County HS)
80 Davion Ross WR 5-10 165 So. Perry, Ga. (Perry HS)
81 Micah Manning WR 5-10 175 Fr. Lees Summit, Mo. (Lees Summit Senior HS)
82 Malik Owens TE 6-5 250 R-Fr. Goodlettsville, Tenn. (Stratford Comprehensive HS)
83 Kevin Gniedziejko LB 6-2 192 R-So. Chicago, Ill. (Taft HS)
83 Alexander Woznick K 5-11 165 R-Sr. Greenville, S.C. (University of South Carolina)
84 Reece Adkins TE 6-4 230 Fr. Lake Mary, Fla. (Lake Mary HS)
85 Bryant Johnson WR 6-2 170 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Winton Woods HS)
86 Collin Sanchez TE 6-4 245 R-Jr. Lexington, Ala. (Lexington HS)
87 Phillip Richards P 6-4 215 Jr. Mount Dandenong, Victoria, Australia (St. Joseph’s HS)
88 Ethan Bradds TE 6-5 242 R-Jr. Jamestown, Ohio (Greenview HS)
89 Jake Sloan TE 6-3 205 Fr. Somerset, Ky. (Pulaski County HS)
90 Dillon Denault DL 6-2 280 R-Sr. Lancaster, Ohio (Lancaster HS)
91 Tre Turner DL 6-5 247 R-Jr. Huntersville, N.C. (North Mecklenburg HS)
92 Shane Burks II DT 6-1 298 R-Jr. Lexington, Ky. (Bryan Station HS)
93 Kenny Terry DL 6-4 230 R-So. Fairburn, Ga. (Palmetto Preparatory Academy)
94 Malik Clark DE 6-5 195 R-Fr. Marietta, Ga. (Sprayberry HS)
95 Abe Alabi DT 6-4 350 Fr. Reynoldsburg, Ohio (Pickerington Central HS)
96 Antonio Smith DE 6-4 225 R-Fr. Westerville, Ohio (Air Force Preparatory School)
97 Leonard Humphrey DL 6-2 299 Sr. Knoxville, Tenn. (West HS)
98 Sean Cleasant Jr. DL 6-2 285 R-Jr. Louisville, Ky. (duPont Manual HS)
99 Gabe Fletcher DL 6-3 260 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. (Maplewood HS)
 Khalil Arnold QB 6-3 220 Fr. Lovejoy, Ga. (Lovejoy HS)
 Greg Bain WR 6-2 198 R-Fr. Pembroke Pines, Fla. (Flanagan HS)
 Jairus Brents CB 5-9 185 R-So. Louisville, Ky. (University of Louisville)
 Adrian Compton WR 6-2 186 R-Fr. Ellenwood, Ga. (South Gwinnett HS)
 Ousmane Dabo DB 5-8 183 R-Fr. Columbus, Ohio (Eastern Michigan University)
 Garrett Dennis DB 5-11 191 R-Fr. Louisville, Ky. (Male HS)
 Tre’ Goodin DB 5-10 170 Fr. Campbellsville, Ky. (Taylor County HS)
 Ryan Jackson DL 6-2 290 Fr. Mount Juliet, Tenn. (Friendship Christian School)
 Jackson Juett LB 6-0 232 R-Fr. Berea, Ky. (Madison Central HS)
 AJ King DL 6-4 230 R-Fr. Lexington, Ky. (Lexington Catholic HS)
 Tyler Nunnelley OL 6-3 290 R-So. Cullman, Ala. (Cullman HS)
 Jake O’Buck OL 6-4 285 Fr. Richmond, Ky. (Sprayberry HS)
 Tre Simmons WR 5-8 160 R-Fr. Frankfort, Ky. (Franklin County HS)
 Nate Skidmore RB 5-9 207 R-Fr. Stanton, Ky. (Powell County HS)
 Eli Snowden RB 5-7 201 R-Fr. Virginia Beach, Va. (Ocean Lakes HS)
 Juan De La Torre OL 6-5 295 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Pasadena City College)
 Henry Vestal Jr. RB 5-10 190 R-Fr. Louisville, Ky. (Male HS)
 PJ White Jr. DL 6-5 200 R-Fr. Orangeburg, S.C. (Warner Robins HS)
 Jaden Woods DB 6-0 180 So. Decatur, Ga. (South Gwinnett HS)

Head Coach:  Walt Wells (Belmont, 1993), 1st season
Staff :  Jake Johnson (Defensive Coordinator), Andy Richman (Off ensive Coordinator/Running Backs), Eric Losey (Off ensive Line/Recruiting 

Coordinator), Trent Steelman (Quarterbacks Coach), Kevin McKeethan (Tight Ends Coach/Co-Special Teams Coordinator), Caleb Cox (Wide Receiv-
ers Coach), Shannon Morrison (Defensive Backs Coach), Jeremy Hawkins (Defensive Line Coach), Derek Day (Inside Linebackers Coach/Co-Special 

Teams Coordinator), Chris Franklin (Safeties Coach), Billy Brown (Director of Football Sports Performance), Austin Crowe (Football Equipment 
Coordinator), Brendan McNamara (Football Video Coordinator), Brian Benitez (Athletic Trainer), John Barnett (Director of Football Operations)

Pronunciation Guide
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Jackson Bardall – Bar-DOLL
Jaelin Carter – JAY-lynn
Sean Cleasant Jr. – rhymes with pleasant
Andrew Dziuk – JUCK (rhymes with duck)

Kevin Gniedziejko – KNEE-J-co
Brian Lassiter – las-SITTER
Caleb Whitacre – Whitaker

No. Name Pos.
 Jackson Juett LB
 AJ King DL
29 Andre Lacy DB
56 Brian Lassiter DL
21 Allante Leapheart DB
50 Trey Livingood III OL
38 Jakari Lumsden LB
48 Kaleb Lundy LB
4 Kyeandre Magloire RB
81 Micah Manning WR
66 Jarrett Mathews OL
0 Tahj McClung DL
18 Parker McKinney QB
41 Eric Mixon LB
39 Mason Molique K
70 Vincent Munlin Jr. OL
7 Madison Norris LB
 Tyler Nunnelley OL
5 Ian Pitt TE
24 Quentin Pringle RB
50 Jake O’Buck OL
82 Malik Owens TE
63 Sean Ralls K/P
45 Kabbash Richards DE
87 Phillip Richards P
80 Davion Ross WR
86 Collin Sanchez TE
78 Trever Sandusky OL
43 Joseph Sayles DB
52 Tucker Schroeder OL
 Tre Simmons WR
2 Craig Sinclair Jr. DB
 Nate Skidmore RB
89 Jake Sloan TE
96 Antonio Smith DE
25 BK Smith WR
 Eli Snowden RB
62 John Stone OL
53 Elijah Taylor DL
47 Andre Teague Jr. LB
93 Kenny Terry DL
 Juan De La Torre OL
91 Tre Turner DL
19 Isaiah Velez QB
 Henry Vestal Jr. RB
64 Howard Watkins Jr. OL
68 Caleb Whitacre LS
40 Landon White K
 PJ White Jr. DL
62 Grant Wilburn P
8 Matt Wilcox Jr. WR
35 Jaden Woods DB
83 Alexander Woznick K



Date  Opponent  Location Time

Sept. 3 (Thur) WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY Richmond, Ky. 7 p.m.

Sept. 12 (Sat) at West Virginia University Morgantown, W.Va.  TBA

Sept. 19 (Sat) at Youngstown State University Youngstown, Ohio  2 p.m.

Sept. 26 (Sat) at Tennessee Tech University* Cookeville, Tenn.  7 p.m.

Oct. 3 (Sat) UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN*  Richmond, Ky. 7 p.m.

Oct. 10 (Sat) at Austin Peay State University* Clarksville, Tenn. 4 p.m.

Oct. 17 (Sat) EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY* (HC) Richmond, Ky. 3 p.m.

Oct. 24 (Sat) OPEN

Oct. 31 (Sat) at Jacksonville State University* Jacksonville, Ala. 4 p.m.

Nov. 7 (Sat) MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY* Richmond, Ky. 3 p.m.

Nov. 14 (Sat) at Southeast Missouri State University* Cape Girardeau, Mo. TBA

Nov. 21  (Sat) TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY* Richmond, Ky. TBA

Nov. 28 (Sat) NCAA FCS Playoff s - First Round TBA TBA

Dec. 5 (Sat) NCAA FCS Playoff s - Second Round TBA TBA

Dec. 11/12 (Fri-Sat) NCAA FCS Playoff s - Quarterfi nals TBA TBA

Dec. 19 (Sat) NCAA FCS Playoff s - Semifi nals TBA TBA

Jan. 9 (Sat) 2021 NCAA Division I Football Championship Frisco, Texas TBA 

Home Games In Bold CAPS
* Denotes Ohio Valley Conference Game

Times given are Eastern Time and subject to change

UPDATED 7/5/20
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2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2020 Schedule
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2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2019 Team Statistics

Team Statistics EKU OPP

Score by Quarters 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total
Eastern Kentucky 80 98 69 88 0 335
Opponents 67 40 73 77 7 264
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2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2019 Individual Statistics

SEASON CAREER

Rushing gp att gain loss net avg td lg avg/g gp att gain loss net avg td lg avg/g

Passing gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td lg avg/g gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td lg avg/g

Receiving gp no. yds avg td lg avg/g gp no. yds avg td lg avg/g



2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2019 Individual Statistics
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SEASON CAREER

Total Offense g plays rush pass total avg/g g plays rush pass total avg/g

Punt Returns no. yds avg td lg no. yds avg td lg

Kick Returns no. yds avg td lg no. yds avg td lg

Interceptions no. yds avg td lg no. yds avg td lg
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2019 Individual Statistics
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SEASON CAREER

Fumble Returns no. yds avg td lg no. yds avg td lg

All Purpose g rush rcv pr kr ir total avg/g g rush rcv pr kr ir total avg/g

Field Goals att good long blkd att good long blkd

Punting no. yds avg lg blk no. yds avg lg blk
RICHARDS, Phillip 51 1936 38.0 54 0 105 4069 38.8 54 0
ALLEN, Dakota 8 295 36.9 57 0 8 295 36.9 57 0
McKINNEY, Parker 1 39 39.0 39 0 1 39 39.0 39 0
Total 60 2270 37.8 57 0
Opponents 63 2437 38.7 61 0

Kickoffs no. yds avg tb ob no. yds avg tb ob



2020 Preseason ProspectusColonel Football

2019 Game-By-Game Passing
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#18 McKINNEY, P. Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

TOTALS 116 221 9 52.5 1371 7 56 12-70 106.91

#10 BLOUNT, Conor Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

#13 ALLEN, Dakota Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

TOTALS 3 8 2 37.5 35 1 21 0-0 65.50

#7 SMITH, James Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

#34 BOOTH, Alonzo Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

#12 SCOTT, Austin Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic

#16 DIXON, Keyion Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic
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2019 Game-By-Game Rushing & Receiving
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RUSHING No-Yds/TD VALPO UL INS PC TSU UTM MUR EIU APSU SEMO TTU JSU

RECEIVING No-Yds/TD VALPO UL INS PC TSU UTM MUR EIU APSU SEMO TTU JSU
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2019 Defensive Statistics
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SEASON CAREER


