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MESSAGE FROM THE A.D.
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DEAR CARDINAL FANS,
What a first year it has been! It hasn’t just been
my first year leading UIW Athletics, but the
2017-18 academic year was also our first year
of Division I postseason eligibility. During this
year, we have had success on the court, in the
classroom and in the community.

UIW completed an astounding 5,500+UIW completed an astounding 5,500+
community service hours across 141
organizations in San Antonio. With as much as
the San Antonio community supports us, we
consider it a privilege to be able to give back.

The Cardinals also succeeded in the classroom,
with 49 student-athletes achieving a 4.0 GPA
and a and a record 148 earning Southland
Conference Spring Commissioner’s honor roll
honors. Through their success in the classroom
combined with accomplishments in athletics,
four student-athletes were recognized with Academic All-American status. The athletics 
department is proud to help promote UIW’s five core values, and education is a huge part of what 
we do. We could not be prouder of these student-athletes.

In addition to our accomplishments in the classIn addition to our accomplishments in the classroom and in the community, UIW has excelled in 
athletic competition as well. Our men’s tennis team captured our first Southland Conference title 
in program history, while the men’s swimming and diving team clinched the Coastal Collegiate 
Sports Association Conference Championship.

ThThrough it all, over 30 student-athletes from across UIW’s 23 sports were recognized with 
all-conference honors from the Southland Conference, the Western Athletic Conference and the 
Coastal Collegiate Sports Association. Twelve student-athletes earned a combined 17 
All-American honors and two coaches who were honored as coach of the year.

WWe have enjoyed our success on the field over the past year, but we won’t dwell on it. We know 
that we need to keep getting better. We recently installed new field turf at Gayle and Tom 
Benson Stadium, and I’m excited about the national coverage our camo end zones have brought 
us. We are currently in the early stages of renovating our baseball and softball fields, and there 
are many other ongoing projects as well. These projects include two of the top three 
commitments in the history of UIW Athletics.

With all of the pWith all of the progress we have made over the past year, I’m excited to see what the future 
holds for us at UIW.

Thanks and Go Cardinals!

Dr. Brian Wickstrom
Director of Athletics

@UIW_AD
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CARDINALS IN THE COMMUNITY
Academic and Service Highlights
o	 UIW student-athletes completed over 5,500 community service hours impacting 141 different organizations across 
San Antonio.
o	 The synchronized swimming team won UIW’s team community service award after completing nearly 500 hours in 
the community.
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The University of the
Incarnate Word women’s
synchronized swimming

team won the
department’s community

service award after
complecompleting 500 service

hours during the 2017-18
academic year.

SAN ANTONIO AREA
ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS THE
SERVICE HOURS IMPACTING 141
5,500

CARDINALS IN THE COMMUNITY
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS
•	 Student-athletes completed over 780 hours of professional development.
o	 Nearly 125 student-athletes earned academic accolades, such as Southland Conference Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll, Southland All-Academic, and Western Athletic Conference All-Academic.
o	 During the past year, 105 Cardinals earned diplomas, with 27 graduating in the fall and 78 graduating in the 
spring.
Men’s Golf
Following the season, senior Caden Wylie was named academic all-conference.
Junior Sebastian Mortier, who was one of the four Cardinals to earn first team all-conference, was named SLC Stu-
dent-Athlete of the Year.
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STUDENT-ATHLETES
OF THE YEAR

MORTIER
SEBASTIAN

CORTEZ
GARETT

2
HOURS COMPLETED

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT780

DIPLOMAS EARNED 105
ACADEMIC HONORS

AWARDED273
ACADEMIC SUCCESS
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ALL-AMERICANS
•	 Seven student-athletes with 12 All-American honors.
o	 Football punter Joe Zema earned six All-American honors, including 2017 AFCA FCS Coaches’ All-America sec-
ond team, Associated Press All-America first team, ADA Stats All-America first team, STATS FCS All-America first team, 
HERO Sports 2017 FCS All-America first team, and 2017 Walter Camp FCS All-America Team. Following the season, 
Zema earned invitations to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers minicamp and the New York Jets minicamp.
Fencing
The three-year old fencing program earned its first All-American in senior epee Alex Sless, who finished eighth overall at 
the NCAA Championships at Penn State University.
Synchronized Swimming
Student-athletes Beatriz Regly, Sarah Rodriguez, Camille Guerre, Natalia Vega, and Madeline Walker-Byron were recog-
nized for their All-American status in April. The Cardinals were among just 20 collegiate student-athletes to earn the honor 
this year.
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UIW punter JOE ZEMA earned six All-American honors, including
Associated Press All-America first team, ADA Stats All-America first

team, STATS FCS All-America first team, HERO Sports FCS
All-America first team, Walter Camp FCS All-America Team, and

AFCA FCS Coaches’ All-America second team. Following the
2017 season, Zema earned invitations to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers

minicamp and minicamp and the New York Jets minicamp.
  

TOTAL ALL-AMERICAN
HONORS 17

STUDENT-ATHLETES
NAMED ALL-AMERICAN12
ALL-AMERICANS
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OUTFIELDER
FRESHMAN ALL-AMERICAN

RIDGE ROGERS

Beatriz Regly, Sarah Rodriguez,
Camille Guerre, Natalia Vega,
and Madeline Walker-Byron
secured 5 of the nation’s 20

synchronized swimming
All-American accolades

Both the men's and women's
swimming and diving teams

earned CSCAA Scholar
All-America honors, while
Savanna Meadows, Kyrylo

Shvets, Oleksandr Karpenko
and Beau Fusiand Beau Fusilier were named

All-Americans individually

ALL-AMERICAN FENCER
ALEXANDER SLESS
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CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS (Team and Indiv)
•	 First Southland Conference Championship (men’s tennis) in athletic department history under new head coach.
o	 The men’s tennis program clinched the Southland Conference title -- the first SLC title in department history -- 
with a 7-0 victory over Abilene Christian on April 14.
•	 2018 Coastal Collegiate Sports Association (CCSA) Conference Championship (men’s swimming and diving).
o	 Clinched the program’s second Division I Championship. The Cardinals last won the CCSA Championship in 
2014.
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The men’s swimming and diving program earned its second
Coastal Collegiate Sports Association Conference Championship.
The Cardinals last won the CCSA Championship in 2014.

The men’s tennis program clinched the first ever Southland
Conference championship in department history with a 7-0

victory over rival Abilene Christian on April 14, 2018.

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS
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ALL-CONFERENCE
o	 Nearly 30 student-athletes from across UIW’s 23 sports were recognized with all-conference honors from the 
Southland Conference, the Western Athletic Conference, and the Coastal Collegiate Sports Association.
o	 Outfielder Ridge Rogers earned Freshman of the Year Honors and joined second baseman Kyle Bergeron and 
outfielder Eddy Gonzalez to all-conference accolades.
Senior guard Shawn Johnson earned second team all-conference honors
Imani Robinson, earned third team all-SLC honors in her sophomore campaign.
Juniors Garett Cortez and Deion Hardy earned first team all-SLC honors
Graduate student Joe Zema and sophomore kick returner/wide receiver, Desmond Hite, earned first team all-SLC honors.
Men’s Soccer (5-11-1 overall, 3-7-0 WAC)
Graduate student forward Marjan Gamsjager earned honorable mention all-WAC honors.
Swimming and Diving
Hector Ruvalcaba Cruz (Most Outstanding Male Swimmer of the Championship), Dawson Martinez (Most Outstanding 
Male Diver of the Championship) On the women’s side, Savanna Meadows earned Most Outstanding Women’s Diver of 
the Championship award.
	 Three swimming and diving student-athletes earned player of the year awards: Hector Ruvalcaba Cruz earned 
CCSA Male Swimmer of the Year, Dawson Martinez was named CCSA Male Diver of the Year, and Savanna Meadows 
was selected CCSA Female Diver of the Year.≠
o	 Track and field standout Sarea Alexander was named Outstanding Field Athlete in the Year.
Men’s Tennis (11-10 overall, 5-0 SLC)
Under first-year head coach Jonas Andersson, the Cardinals went undefeated in conference play en route to a regular 
season championship. The men were well-recognized by the conference, earning 12 all-conference accolades, including 
Player of the Year and Newcomer of the Year (Gabriel Evans)
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The men’s swimming and diving program earned its second
Coastal Collegiate Sports Association Conference Championship.
The Cardinals last won the CCSA Championship in 2014.

The men’s tennis program clinched the first ever Southland
Conference championship in department history with a 7-0

victory over rival Abilene Christian on April 14, 2018.

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS
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ALL-CONFERENCE

MEADOWS

TRACK AND FIELD
STUDENT-ATHLETE
OF THE YEAR

WOMEN’S DIVING
STUDENT-ATHLETE

OF THE YEAR

SAVANNA

ALEXANDER
SAREA

STUDENT-ATHLETES
OF THE YEAR 7

STUDENT-ATHLETES
NAMED

ALL-CONFERENCE30
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NEW FACES ON CAMPUS
New head coaches
•	 Football
o	 Eric Morris was announced as the third head coach of the football program by Director of Athletics Dr. Brian 
Wickstrom, on Saturday, Dec. 30, 2017. Morris joined UIW from Texas Tech, where he spent the previous five seasons as 
offensive coordinator for the prolific Red Raiders offense.
•	 Softball
o	 Joe DiPietro was named the 12th UIW head softball coach in program history in July, 2017. DiPietro comes to the 
Alamo City from Drexel University in Philadelphia, where he spent one season as an assistant coach. Prior to his stint with 
the Dragons, DiPietro spent two season as head coach at Hampton University in Hampton, Virginia. DiPietro also spent 
five seasons as the head coach of Temple.
•	 Baseball
o	 Patrick Hallmark was named the fourth head coach of the UIW baseball program on July 17, 2017. Prior to UIW, 
Hallmark spent one season in the Southeastern Conference as the pitching coach at Missouri. Before his time with the 
Tigers, Hallmark spent 11 seasons with Rice.
•	 Volleyball
o	 Samantha Dabbs was announced as the seventh head coach of the University of the Incarnate Word women’s 
volleyball program on Dec. 19, 2017. A native of San Antonio and former Churchill High School standout, Dabbs comes to 
UIW after six seasons at North Florida, where she served as head coach of the beach volleyball program and associate 
head coach of the indoor volleyball team.
•	 Women’s Soccer
o	 Emma Wright-Cates was tabbed as the fifth head coach of the University of the Incarnate Word women’s soccer 
program on Dec. 8, 2017. A native of Greater Manchester, England, Wright-Cates has had coaching stints with George 
Washington, Christian Brothers University and fellow Southland Conference member Southeastern Louisiana.
•	 Men’s basketball
o	 Dr. Carson Cunningham was selected to lead the University of the Incarnate Word men’s basketball program on 
March 22, 2018. Cunningham -- the 2017-18 Frontier Conference Coach of the Year -- joins the Cardinals after five sea-
sons at Carroll College. At Carroll, Cunningham took a program that won just two games during the 2012-13 season and 
guided it to four consecutive winning seasons with two Frontier Conference regular season titles, two Frontier Conference 
Tournament championships and three NAIA National Tournament berths.
•	 Tennis
o	 Jonas Andersson was hired as the men’s tennis coach at UIW in May, 2017. Prior to returning to his alma mater, 
Andersson was a tennis professional at West End Racquet Club in Torrance, Calif. Andersson is no stranger to the univer-
sity, as he played tennis for three years during which time he won three national championships, becoming the first and 
only UIW student-athlete to win a national title.
•	 Men’s golf
•	 Women’s golf
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TEXAS TECH HEAD COACH KLIFF KINGSBURY
“Coach Morris is one of the brightest offensive minds in college
football...I know UIW is in great hands to take their program to the next level.”

OKLAHOMA HEAD COACH LINCOLN RILEY
“UIW is getting a really good one in Eric Morris. He was an
accomplished player and has become an outstanding coach that will be a gaccomplished player and has become an outstanding coach that will be a great 
leader for the program.”

WASHINGTON STATE HEAD COACH MIKE LEACH
“Eric is a great coach and a great person. He does an incredible job of teaching 
young men...He will lead and develop a team that everyone at UIW can be 
proud of.”

ERIC MORRIS

NEW HEAD COACHES
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NEW FACES ON CAMPUS
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JOE DIPETRO
SOFTBALL

ALLISON HOWARTH
WOMEN’S GOLF

REMY HUSTON
MEN’S GOLF

JONAS ANDERSSON
MEN’S TENNIS

SAMANTHA DABBS
VOLLEYBALL

PATRICK HALLMARK
BASEBALL

EMMA WRIGHT-CATES
WOMEN’S SOCCER

ESPN COMMENTATOR JEFF VAN GUNDY
"This is an inspired hire by UIW. I have no doubt that he will put a team on
the floor and in the community that the school can be very proud of. A
tremendous coach, servant leader, husband and father!"

BOSTON CELTICS HEAD COACH BRAD STEVENS
"Carson is a great coach, and he has always had an
unparalleled passion for the game. He's intelligent,
thoughtful, humble and a real servant leader.”

CUNNINGHAM
CARSON
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COACHES OF THE YEAR

•	 Two conference coach of the year honorees: Jonas Andersson (men’s tennis) and Tommy Law (both Men’s and 
Women’s Diving Coach of the Year).
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o	 New head coach Patrick Hallmark guided the baseball program to its most overall (29) and conference (13) wins 
-- and its first winning season -- since joining the Division I ranks and the Southland Conference.
•	 On pace for highest placing and point total in Southland Commissioner’s Cup and Learfield Directors’ Cup stand-
ings.
o	 UIW broke its program record in points with 105.5 in the Southland Commissioner’s Cup during the 2017-18 aca-
demic year. With these points, the Cardinals tied a program-best eighth-place finish.
o	 Gabriel Evans, of the men’s tennis team, was named Southland Conference Player of the Year after guiding the 
team to its first SLC title in program history.
o	 UIW hosted the 2018 Southland Conference Track and Field Outdoor Championships on May 4-6. This is the first 
Division I conference championship held by the Cardinals.
o	 Seven track and field student-athletes qualified for NCAA Regionals in the athletic department’s first year of NCAA 
Division I postseason eligibility.
o	 The UIW women’s track and field team finished the SLC Championships with 78.5 points, a mark ranks second in 
program history. With these points, the Cardinals finished fifth, which ties the highest finish in program history.
o	 The UIW men’s track and field team finished the SLC Championships with 63 points, a program-best finish that 
tops their previous high by 18 points. The men had a program-high seventh-place finish.

COMPETETIVE PROGRESS
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COMPETITIVE PROGRESS
UIW broke its program record with 105.5 in the Southland 
Commissioner’s Cup during the 2017-18 academic year. With these 
points, the Cardinals tied a program-best eighth-place finish.

Earned the program’s highest finish and point total in Southland 
Commissioner’s Cup and Learfield Directors’ Cup standings.

UIW hosted the 2018 Southland ConfeUIW hosted the 2018 Southland Conference Track and Field 
Outdoor Championships on May 4-6. This was the first Division I 
conference championship held at the university.

The menThe men’s and women’s track and field programs each had their 
highest finish at the Southland Conference Championships, while 
seven track and field student-athletes qualified for NCAA Regionals 
in the athletic department’s first year of NCAA Division I postseason 
eligibility.

First-year Head Coach Patrick Hallmark guided the baseball
program to its most overall wins (29), most conference wins (13)

and first winning season since joining the Division I ranks.and first winning season since joining the Division I ranks.
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FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS
UIW provided multiple improvements to the track and field facilities in advance of the Southland Conference Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships. The Cardinals installed a new discus and hammer throwing ring/cage ($53,500), expand-
ed the javelin runway, and installed electrical and video wiring for enhanced video production and timing ($30,000).
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FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS
UIW completed multiple improvements to the department’s track
and field facilities at Gayle and Tom Benson Stadium in advance of
the Southland Conference Outdoor Track and Field Championships.

The department installed electrical and video wiring for enhanced
video production and timing.

UIW also installed a new
discus and hammer

throwing ring and cage,
along with an expansion

of the existing javelin
runway ($53,500).
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FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS
Funded and Built/Renovated the Following Facilities: 
•	 Secured funding for field turf ($500,000) that includes college football’s first camouflage endzone, a project which 
also increased the UIW brand though enhanced social media exposure.
o	 Closed football field naming gift ($250,000) -- second largest gift in history of athletics program.
o	 Methodist Healthcare System and Metropolitan Methodist Hospital donated $250,000 for the installation of a new 
football field surface with concussion prevention infill in Gayle and Tom Benson Stadium. The project concluded on May 
26 and included the nation’s first camouflage endzones.

20
17

-1
8

A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

Secured funding for new field turf at Gayle and Tom Benson Stadium
($500,000).

The project, completed on May 26, includes college football’s first
camouflaged endzones,which have increased the UIW brand though
enhanced media exposure.

Methodist Healthcare System and Metropolitan Methodist
Hospital donated $250,000 towards the installation of a new

football field surface with concussion prevention infill.
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