


COLLEGE HOCKEY  
AHEAD 

Simple? 

 



•  14 YEARS NCAA DIVISION ONE COACH 
–  Head Hockey Coach – Canisius College 
–  Mercyhurst / Bowling Green / Miami of Ohio 

 ------------------------------------- 

•  Professional Hockey Player – IHL / AHL / ECHL 

•  Turner Cup IHL Champions 1992 

•  Signed with New York Rangers 1994 

•  The Ohio State University – 1992 
–  BA JOURNALISM 

•  Junior Hockey – Canada – 3 ½ years 

DAVE SMITH – CANISIUS COLLEGE 

 



COLLEGE HOCKEY INC. 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



WHERE YOU ARE…? 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

•  COLLEGE HOCKEY IS A SPECIAL 
OPPORTUNITY 

•  YOU ARE PLAYING AT THE RIGHT 
LEVEL – ELITE LEAGUE / JUNIOR A 

•  ALWAYS BE GETTING BETTER 

•  PEOPLE ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING 

 



COLLEGE HOCKEY 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

•  ONLY 59 DIVISION ONE TEAMS 

•  PRO SCOUTS AT EVERY GAME 

•  PEOPLE AND RESOURCES TO DEVELOP 
YOU TO FULL POTENTIAL  

•  TOP COMPETITION – ON AND OFF THE ICE 

•  A COMMITMENT TO YOU! 



GAMEPLAN 

 

K.I.S.S 
 Keep It Simple Smart                                               

………………………………………….…………(Stupid) 
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priorities 

 

WHO IS BEING RECRUITED? 
 

WHAT IS REALITY? 
 

HOW DO YOU MAKE FINAL 
DECISION? 

EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



EDUCATION: 
 
 
EXPERIENCE:  
 
 
EVERYONE: 

EXPECTATIONS 
SUPPORT 
GRADUATION 

FRIENDS 
ENVIRONMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

FAMILY 
FINANCES 
‘FIT’ 

WHAT’S IMPORTANT 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



• DIVISION I 

• DIVISION III 

• AHCA (Club) MAJOR JUNIOR 

NHL 

AHL – ECHL – IHL – CHL – EUROPE 

Junior Hockey 

Elite Level Hockey 
• AAA Midget – HS Hockey – Prep School 

A STEPPING STONE FOR LIFE - HOCKEY 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

✓



•  DIVISION I (59 TEAMS)  
    ATHLETIC $ 

•  DIVISION III (74 TEAMS)  
   NO ATHLETIC $ 

•  CLUB HOCKEY / ACHA (421 TEAMS 
IN 3 DIVISIONS) 

   NO ATHLETIC $ 
 
 
 
 

DIVISIONS OF NCAA 
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EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   
COLLEGE HOCKEY LEAGUES 

 

NCHC 

CANISIUS 
NIAGARA 
ROBERT MORRIS 
MERCYHURST 
AIR FORCE 
RIT 

HOLY CROSS 
SHU 
ARMY 
UCONN 
AIC 
BENTLEY 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
BOSTON U. 
PROVIDENCE 
MAINE 
UNH 
VERMONT 
MERRIMACK 
LOWELL 
NORTHEASTERN 
NOTRE DAME 

RPI 
COLGATE 
UNION 
SLU 
CLARKSON 
CORNELL 
HARVARD 
PRINCETON 
QUINNIPIAC 

YALE 
BROWN 
DARTMOUTH 

BEMIDJI 
MINNESOTA STATE 
BGSU 
NORTHERN MICH 
LSSU 
FERRIS ST 
UAA 
UAF 
MICHIGAN TECH 

OHIO STATE 
MICHIGAN 
PENN ST 
WISCONSIN 
MINNESOTA 
MSU 

WMU 
ST. CLOUD 
DENVER 
CC 
NORTH DAKOTA 
UNO 
MIAMI 
UMD 
 



EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   
HOW MANY SCHOLARSHIPS? 

 

NCHC 



•  DECISION IS NOT FOR 4 
YEARS, BUT FOR LIFE. 

•  YOUR CHOICE WILL HAVE 
PERMANENT 
CONSEQUENCES. 

EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

WHERE DO I GO TO SCHOOL? 

 



•  QUALITY	
  ICE	
  TIME	
  
•  ACADEMIC	
  EXPERIENCE	
  
•  STRENGTH	
  AND	
  CONDITIONING	
  

•  BALANCE	
  –	
  ACADEMICS..ATHLETICS..SOCIAL	
  
•  LOCATION	
  

•  COACHES	
  THAT	
  BELIEVE	
  IN	
  YOU…	
  

WHAT SHOULD BE IMPORTANT 
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COMMITTED – REALLY? 

 

ATHLETICS 
 
 
ACADEMICS 

 
  

LIFESTYLE  
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RECRUITMENT INFO 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



•  ONLY 5,100 PLAYERS HAVE PLAYED 
ONE NHL GAME – EVER! 

 
•  ONLY 5-8% OF ELITE PLAYERS (OHL, 

NCAA DIV. 1) WILL EVER PLAY IN THE 
NHL. 

 
•  AVERAGE AGE OF 1ST YR PLAYER IN 

NHL = 22.7   

EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   
WHO GETS NOTICED? 

 



•  GOOD PLAYERS 
COME FROM 
EVERYWHERE 

 

•  NCAA SCHOOLS 
TALK TO: 
–  COACHES 
–  ADVISORS 
–  OTHER SCOUTS/

COACHES 
–  TEACHERS 
–  GUYS BESIDE THE 

GLASS 
–  PEOPLE AT THE 

CORNER STORE 
–  FORMER COACHES 
–  FORMER PLAYERS 

EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   
EXPOSURE 

 

•  ACCURATE / EASY TO FIND 
INFORMATION IS HELPFUL 
IN THE RECRUITING 
PROCESS 

 
•  ELITE LEAGUE PLAYERS 

WILL BE CONTACTED BY 
PEOPLE WITH THE 
‘GUARENTEED PATH’ 

✔ 



WHAT IS A PROSPECT? 

 

• SPEED, SKILL, COMPETE LEVEL 

• TEAM PLAYER 
 
• CHARACTER  

• IMPROVEMENT 

On ice 
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WHAT GETS NOTICED? 
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95  6.2 198 G L 3.5 1190 

91 5.11 170 G L 94  1450 
91 5.09 160 D R  3.6  1350 
94 5.11 165 F R 3.8  1100 
92 6.4  225 F R 3.2 28 
94 5.11 175 D L 3 21 
93 6.00 160 C R 3.9  980 

ON ICE 
OFF ICE 

EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



SEND STUFF TO COACHES? 

 

KEEP IT SIMPLE! 

• Email 
• Regular Mail 
• Telephone – if needed 

    
 



CONTACTING COACHES 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



WHAT DO COACHES NEED?  WANT? 

 

FILL OUT THE ONLINE PROFILE 

• Personal Details 
•  Ht – Wt  
•  Shot - Position 
•  Contact Information 
•  Coaches Contact Information 
•  Schedule of games 
•  DVD or YouTube link 

• Complete game 



PLAYERS MAY CONTACT COLLEGES AT 
ANY TIME.  
  

COLLEGES CANNOT CONTACT 
PLAYERS UNTIL JUNE 15 AFTER 
GRADE 10. 

 
 

STAY IN TOUCH – IF INTERESTED 
   

 
 
 

  
  

RECRUITMENT 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



NCAA 
HOCKEY 

MIDGET/
PREP 

JUNIOR   
YR 1 

JUNIOR  
YR 2 

JUNIOR  
YR 3 

READY TO PLAY COLLEGE HOCKEY? 

 

•  OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY 
•  DATE OF BIRTH – EARLY MONTHS 
•  COACH THAT BELIEVES IN YOU 
•  FINANCIAL PACKAGE 
•  LOCATION 



•  IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

•  DO WELL IN SCHOOL 

•  IMPROVE STRENGTH AND 
CONDITIONING 

•  COMMUNICATE 

THE HOCKEY PLAYER 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



•  MOST PLAYERS ARE 18 – 24 
 OLDER, STRONGER AND FASTER. 

•  NHL SCOUTS AT EVERY GAME 
 
•  COMPETITION EVERY DAY  

 PRACTICE AND GAMES 

CHALLENGE: ON THE ICE 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



•  ACADEMICS  
 COMPETITION  

•  TRAVEL SCHEDULE 
 SUPPORT 

 
•  WORKOUTS 

 HIGH INTENSITY   

CHALLENGE: OFF THE ICE 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



PLAY ONE GAME IN MAJOR JUNIOR, 
EVEN AN EXHIBITION GAME 

 

SIGN AN AGREEMENT OF ANY KIND 
FROM A CHL TEAM 

 
SIGN WITH AN AGENT 

PROTECT YOUR ELIGIBILITY 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



•  ALL PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-
ATHLETES MUST REGISTER WITH 
NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE  

 
•  OBTAIN CERTIFICATION OF 

ACADEMIC STANDING AND AMATEUR 
STATUS. 

 

 WWW.ELIGIBILITYCENTER.ORG 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



DON’T 
•  ENTER INTO ANY AGREEMENTS 
•  ALLOW TO NEGOTIATE WITH TEAMS 

ON YOUR BEHALF, OR MARKET YOUR 
ABILITIES. 

•  ACCEPT ANY BENEFITS (GIFTS, 
MEALS, etc.) 
 YOU WILL BE ASKED ABOUT THESE 
MATTERS BY THE NCAA ELIGIBILITY 
CENTER. 

 

AGENTS AND ADVISORS 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



   PLAYER PROFILE 
 
   OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS  

    ACT/SAT – SCORES 
 
   FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION 
 
   APPLY TO SCHOOL 

   ELIGIBILITY CENTER 
 
   VISIT SCHOOL 
 
 

WHAT DO SCHOOLS WANT? 

 



• FACULTY MEMBER 
• ACADEMIC ADVISOR 
• CAMPUS TOUR – ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
• SUPPORT STAFF 
• SOCIAL LIFE 
• HEAD COACH MEETING 
• INSURANCE 
• ACADEMICS/ CLASSROOM 
• PEOPLE ON CAMPUS 

CAMPUS VISITS 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   



 
Official Visit 
A prospect may not make more than five expense  paid visits to 

NCAA Division I and II member institutions, regardless of the 
number of sports in which the prospect is involved. 

 
Unofficial (Non-Paid) Visit    -  ** 
A prospect may visit an institution’s campus at the prospect’s own 

expense an unlimited number of times and may make an 
unofficial visit before the prospect’s senior year in high 
school. [ 

 
Permissible Number of Contacts and Evaluations 
Each institution shall be limited to seven recruiting opportunities 

per prospect, which may include three in-person, off-campus 
recruiting contacts per prospect 



 ROOM:    WHERE YOU SLEEP 
 BOARD:  MEAL PLAN 
 TUITION / FEES: COST OF SCHOOL 
 BOOKS: COURSE RELATED ONLY 
 
  SPENDING MONEY (UP TO $2000): NCAA  CONSIDERING 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

FULL VS PARTIAL:     
 2 FOR 4 :  3 FOR 4 : FINANCIAL AID 

 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS A SPOT ON 
THE TEAM 



$$$$$$$ 

Academics Family Need Athletics 

Coach 

HOW DO SCHOLARSHIPS WORK? 

 

EVERY STUDENT HAS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THIS $ •  # SCHOLARSHIPS 

•  FUTURE $ 

•  WOULD YOU CHOOSE THE SCHOOL IF YOU DIDN’T PLAY HOCKEY 
•  WOULD YOU CHOOSE THE COACH IF YOU DIDN’T GO TO THE SCHOOL 



 
(PAUL KELLY) 

www.collegehockeyinc.com 
 

Guide for the College-Bound 
Student-Athlete 
www.NCAA.org 

 

RESOURCES 
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ROAD TO COLLEGE HOCKEY 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

•  DAVE SMITH 
–  HEAD COACH 
–  SMITH154@CANISIUS.EDU 
–  716-888-8466 

•  BJ ADAMS 
–  DIRECTOR FOR RECRUITING 
–  ADAMS26@CANISIUS.EDU 
–  716-888-8467 
 

•  JOHN DAIGNEAU 
–  ASSISTANT COACH / GOALIE COACH 
–  DAIGNEAJ@CANISIUS.EDU 
–  716-888-8497 



COLLEGE HOCKEY 

 
EDUCATION  -  EXPERIENCE  - EVERYONE   

IT’S ABOUT THE 
JOURNEY… 

NOT THE DESTINATION 



QUESTION / ANSWER 
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