
Bradley Athletics News www.BradleyBraves.comBradley Athletics News www.BradleyBraves.com
1

Bobby Parker, Associate AD for Communications
1501 W. Bradley Avenue, Renaissance Coliseum
Peoria, IL  61625
Offi ce (309) 677-2624 | Mobile (309) 256-4302
bparker@bradley.edu | www.BradleyBraves.com

1,565 All-Time Victories  |  34 Postseson Tournaments  |  17 Conference Championships  |  21 NBA Players

BRADLEY BRAVES MEN’S BASKETBALL  |  PRESS RELEASE - MARCH 27, 2011

PEORIA, Ill. – Geno Ford, the Mid-American Conference Coach of the Year the last two 
seasons at Kent State University, will become the 13th head coach in Bradley Basketball 
history when he is formally introduced to the public during a noon press conference 
Monday in the Renaissance Coliseum arena.
 “I am ecstati c to work at such a great insti tuti on with such a rich basketball history,” 
said Ford.  “The passionate Bradley fan base, academic excellence and excepti onal 
faciliti es will give us an opportunity to compete at the highest levels of the Missouri 
Valley Conference.
 “I would like to thank President (Joanne) Glasser and Dr. (Michael) Cross for aff ording 
me the opportunity to lead the Braves.  I am excited about the support for our program 
and the resources we have to achieve at the highest levels.  The investments made in 
our program will give us a chance to achieve our maximum potenti al.”
 In his third season at the helm of the Kent State program, Ford, 36, became the 
fi rst men’s basketball coach to lead his team to consecuti ve, outright MAC regular-
season ti tles in 48 years.  Aft er winning the 2009-10 ti tle with a 13-3 league record, 
Ford welcomed back only three returning players for the ti tle defense, but successfully 
navigated the season with 10 newcomers to earn the repeat MAC championship in 
2010-11 with a 12-4 conference mark.  Denied a trip to the NCAA Tournament aft er 
losing in the MAC Tournament championship game, Kent State won NIT contests on 
both coasts – at Saint Mary’s (Calif.) and Fairfi eld -- before dropping an 81-74 decision at 
No. 1 seed Colorado in the quarterfi nals to fi nish the season with a 25-12 overall record.
 Ford produced a 68-37 (.648) record in his three seasons at Kent State, including a 
35-13 (.729) ledger in the Mid-American Conference.  In additi on to his two MAC Coach-
of-the-Year Awards, Ford was the 2009 NABC District 14 Coach of the Year.  Including 
previous head coaching sti nts at NAIA Shawnee State (22-10 in 2001-02) and NCAA 
Division III Muskingum (29-22 from 2005-07), Ford comes to Bradley with a six-year 
career record of 119-69 (.633).
 “Geno Ford met every quality that I was seeking in the head coach of Bradley 
Basketball,” said Director of Athleti cs Dr. Michael Cross.  “He has tremendous 
values, high basketball IQ, is a gift ed and charismati c communicator, appreciates the 
educati onal quality of Bradley and has demonstrated he is a proven winner ti me and 
ti me again.
 “Coach Ford is a perfect fi t for Bradley and I have every confi dence that our program 
will thrive under his leadership.  I look forward to working with Geno on a daily basis 
and welcoming his family to the Peoria community.”
 Ford earned his bachelor’s degree in organizati onal communicati on from Ohio 
University in 1997 and his master’s degree in athleti c administrati on from Ohio in 1999.  
He was a high-scoring guard for the Bobcats from 1993-97, fi nishing his career as the 

Geno Ford Named 13th Bradley Basketball Head Coach
Led Kent State to consecutive Mid-American Conference championships

THE GENO FORD FILETHE GENO FORD FILE
PERSONAL
Birthdate Oct. 11, 1974
Hometown Cambridge, Ohio
High School Cambridge H.S.
Wife Traci
Sons Darin (15) and David (7)

EDUCATION
Ohio University ‘97
Bachelor’s degree in organizati onal 
communicati ons
Ohio University ‘99
Master’s degree in athleti c administrati on

COACHING EXPERIENCE
Head Coach
Kent State 2008-11 68-37
Muskingum 2005-07 29-22
Shawnee State 2001-02 22-10
Career Record in Six Seasons 119-69
   .633
Assistant Coach
Ohio 1998-2001
Kent State 2002-05, 2007-08
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fi ft h-leading scorer in school history with 1,752 points and earning second-
team All-MAC honors in 1995-96 and fi rst-team honors in 1996-97.
 Ford immediately began his coaching career upon graduati on, averaging 
17.8 points per game for the Briti sh Basketball League Leicester Riders in 1997-
98, while serving as head coach for the Riders’ junior team.  
 He returned to his alma mater in 1998 as a graduate assistant coach under 
Ohio head coach Larry Hunter and was promoted to assistant coach on the 
Bobcats staff  in 1999.  In his fi rst year as full-ti me Bobcats assistant, Ford was 
on the bench for Ohio’s 63-52 win against Bradley in the third round of the 
1999 Rainbow Classic.
 Ford quickly earned his fi rst head coaching positi on in 2001 when he took 
over the NAIA program at Shawnee State, and he was named the American 
Mideast Conference Coach of the Year in his lone season aft er guiding the 
Bears to a 22-10 record and 10-win improvement compared to the previous 
season.
 He returned to the MAC the next season, however, with a three-year sti nt 
as an assistant coach at Kent State.  From 2002-05 as an assistant for the 
Golden Flashes, Ford helped Kent State to a 62-31 (.667) record, a pair of MAC 
East Division ti tles and a trio of NIT appearances.
 Ford began his second sti nt as a head coach in 2005 at Muskingum and 
immediately produced the program’s best record in 15 years by guiding the 
Muskies to a 17-9 record in 2005-06.  He followed with a 12-13 mark in 2006-
07, before returning to Kent State as an assistant in 2007-08.  
 Leading the recruiti ng eff ort that landed 2008 MAC Player of the Year Al 
Fisher, Ford helped Kent State to a 28-7 record in 2007-08, which culminated in 
a sweep of the MAC regular-season and tournament ti tles and a No. 9 seed in 
the NCAA Tournament, the best tourney seed in KSU history.  In seven seasons 
as an assistant coach at Ohio and Kent State, Ford helped the two MAC schools 
to a combined 149-72 (.674) record, meaning his teams boast a 268-141 (.655) 
record in his overall, 13-year college coaching career.
 Ford’s teams also have excelled beyond the hardwood.  In his fi rst year as 
Kent State head coach, his players combined for the program’s best semester 
grade point average during the 2008 Fall semester and fi ve of his student-
athletes have been honored at the Judith K. Devine Athleti c Academic Honors 
Dinner each of the last two years.
 One of the most prolifi c scorers in Ohio High School history, Ford was 
tabbed “Mr. Basketball” in 1993 by the Ohio Associated Press following his 
senior season at Cambridge High School in which he averaged 35.9 points, 4.5 
rebounds and 4.5 assists per game.  Playing for his father, Gene, the 5-foot-8 
guard poured in 2,680 career points, ranking him third all-ti me in the state, 34 
points bett er than current NBA superstar LeBron James (2,646).  
 Geno Ford was inducted into the Ohio Valley Athleti c Conference Hall of 
Fame in 2004.  Aft er 24 years as the head coach at Cambridge, the elder Ford 
took over at Muskingum - his alma mater - in 2007-08.
 Ford and his wife, Traci, are the parents of two sons:  Darin (15) and David 
(7).
 Ford will take over a Bradley program that fi nished 12-20 overall in 2010-11 
and ti ed for ninth in the Missouri Valley Conference regular-season standings 
with a 4-14 league record.  The Braves are expected to return nine lett ermen 
and fi ve of the top seven scorers for the 2011-12 season.
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THE GENO FORD FILETHE GENO FORD FILE
YEAR-BY-YEAR RECORD
1998-99 Ohio Grad Assistant 18-10
1999-00 Ohio Assistant Coach 20-13
2000-01 Ohio Assistant Coach 19-11
2001-02 Shawnee State Head Coach 22-10
2002-03 Kent State Assistant Coach 22-9
2003-04 Kent State Assistant Coach 22-9
2004-05 Kent State Assistant Coach 20-13
2005-06 Muskingum Head Coach 17-9
2006-07 Muskingum Head Coach 12-13
2007-08 Kent State Assistant Coach 28-7
2008-09 Kent State Head Coach 19-15
2009-10 Kent State Head Coach 24-10
2010-11 Kent State Head Coach 25-12
Six years as a college head coach 119-69 (.633)
13 years in college coaching  268-141 (.655)

COACH-OF-THE-YEAR AWARDS
NABC District 14 2010
Mid-American Conference 2010, 2011
American Mideast Conference 2002

COACHING NOTES
• First coach in 48 years to lead his team to 
consecuti ve, outright Mid-American Conference 
regular-season championships
• Led Kent State to 2011 NIT quarterfi nals and 
2010 NIT second round
• A part of seven postseason tournaments in his 
seven years on the Kent State staff 
• Directed Muskingum to its best record (17-9) in 
15 years in 2005-06
• Led Shawnee State to a school-record 22 wins 
and a 10-win improvement in 2001-02

PROFESSIONAL PLAYING EXPERIENCE
Leicester Riders, Briti sh Basketball League, 1997-98
• Averaged 17.8 points per game
• Head coach of the Riders’ Junior Team during his 
one season as a player for the main club

COLLEGE PLAYING EXPERIENCE
Ohio University, 1993-97
• Fift h-leading scorer in school history with 1,752 
points
• 1997 1st-team All-MAC and 1996 2nd-team All-
MAC

HIGH SCHOOL PLAYING EXPERIENCE
Cambridge (Ohio) High School, 1989-93
• 1993 Ohio “Mr. Basketball”
• Averaged 35.9 ppg, 4.5 rpg and 4.5 apg in 1992-93
• Third in Ohio high school boys basketball history 
with 2,680 career points
• Played for his father, Gene, who is currently the 
head coach at Muskingum University


