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                                                                        OPENING TIP OFF 

• The Hornets started off the 2024-25 season on the road in an 
83-60 loss to Virginia Tech at the Cassell Coliseum, despite 
Martaz Robinson 30 pts performance and shooting 76.7% 
from the line. 

• On Saturday, the Hornets suffered another road 83-62 loss to 
Ivy league, Columbia University before returning home in a 
thrilling 70-54 win against Gwynedd Mercy University. Led 
by Guard Martaz Robinson 21 Pts and 12 Rebs double-double 
performance. 

• The Hornets continue their momentum at home in a 93-51 
upset win against Cheyney University of Pennsylvania in the 
Legacy and Pride Classic; led by Philadelphia native, Robert 
“Man-Man” Smith 22 points (9-20 FG, 3-103PT) , Muneer 
Newton’s 17 pts (8-10)  and 6 rebs, Martaz Robinson’s 14 pts 
(6-11) and 11 rebs. 

• The Hornets suffered two losses on the road to Providence 
(78-48) and Mount St. Mary’s (76-66) Despite Freshman, 
Kaseem Watson 18 pts and 9 rebs performance. The 
Hornets shot 42.31% in the first half (vs. Providence) 
Defensively, the Hornets was a force to reckon with as the 
tallied 7 stls to the Friars 3stls.  

• The Hornets had four players scored within double digits; 
Martaz Robinson (16pts), Kaseem Watson ( 16pts), Robert 

 SCHEDULE/ RESULTS 
NOVEMBER:  
4  Virginia Tech…….. L, 60-83 
9  Columbia University…… L, 62-83 
12 Gwynedd Mercy University…..W, 70-54 
16 Cheyney University……………W, 93-51 
19 Providence College…………….L, 48-78 
23 Mount St Mary’s (M.d)................L, 66-76 
26 Penn State Wilkes-Barre………...W, 111- 43 
29 University of Texas………………8:00pm 
DECEMBER 
3 University of Delaware……………..6:30pm 
7 Loyola University of Maryland……..2:00pm 
11 New Jersey Institute of Technology…7:00pm 
19 Grambling State………………………2:30pm 
20 Alabama State…………………………1:30pm 
28 Saint Joseph University……………….1:00pm 
JANUARY 
4 Howard University……………………4:00pm 
6 Norfolk University…………………….7:30pm 
11 South Carolina…………………………4:00pm 
13 North Carolina Central…………………7:30pm 
18 Virginia University of Lynchburg………2:00pm 
25 University of Maryland Eastern Shore……4:00pm 
FEBRUARY 
3 Morgan State University………….………….7:30pm 
15 Howard University………………………….4:00pm 
17 Norfolk State University……………………4:00pm 
22 South Carolina State University…………….4:00pm 
24 North Carolina Central University………….7:30pm 
MARCH 
1 Coppin State University………………………4:00pm 
3 Morgan State University………………………7:30pm 
6 University of Maryland………………………..7:30pm 
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Smith (14pts), Muneer Newton (10pts) in loss to Mount St. 
Mary’s.  

• Delaware State scored 18 second chance points to tie the 
score 5 time(s). The team scored 36 of their points in the 
paint; with 7 fast break points and 17 points off turnovers.  

 

 

 

 
  

Num Player Pos Ht Wt Cl Hometown/H.S./Previous School 
0 Robert Smith 

(Rob-ert, smith) 
G 6-1 190 Sr. Philadelphia, PA / Bishop McDevitt 

1 Alston Andrews 
(Al-ston, An-drew) 

F 6-10 230 Gr. Detroit, MI / Ocoee High School  / Illinois State 

2 Corey Perkins 
(Core-ee, Pur-kins) 

G 6-2  Sr. Wilmington, Del. / Sanford School 

3 Martaz Robinson 
(Mar-taz, Robin-son) 

G 6-2  Gr. Baltimore, Md. / New Town 

4 Caleb Surgers 
(key-luh b, Surg-ers) 

F 6-8  So. Cary, NC / Panther Creek 

5 John Clemmons 
(John, clem-mens) 

SG 6-6 203 Fr. Bear, DE / Caravel Academy 

10 Theodore Pendergrass III 
(thee-uh-dawr, Pen-der-grass ) 

   Fr.  

11 Kaseem Watson 
(Ka-seem, Wat-sun) 

F 6-9 190 So. Philadelphia, PA / West Catholic 

13 Kareem Watson 
(Ka-reem, Wat-sun) 

F   Fr. Philadelphia, PA / West Catholic 

15 Ponce James 
(pons, jeymz) 

G 5-11 180 Fr. Bridgeport / Bridgeport Prep 

21 Elias Walker 
(ih-lahy-us, walk-er) 

G 6-0  Jr. Cheltenham, PA / Wilkes University 

22 Dean Shepherd 
(Dean, shep-erd) 

G 6-3  So. New Castle, DE / Tower Hill School 

23 Jesse Kinard 
(Jeh-See, ki-nard) 

SG 6-6 205 Jr. Jonesboro, AR / Buffalo Island Central 

24 Raymond Somerville 
(Ray-mond, Summer-ville) 

C/F 6-11 240 Gr. Media, Pa. / California State University, Bakersfield 

25 Muneer Newton 
(Mun-eer, New-ton) 

F 6-5 225 Sr. Philadelphia, PA / Archbishop Wood 

32 Javarzia Belton 
( Ja-var-zi-a, bell-tun) 
 
 

C 6 -11 280 Jr. Calhoun Falls / Moravian Prep 
 

Coaching Staff:  

2024-25 Men’s Basketball Roster 
 



 
Head Coach: Stan Waterman (University of Delaware’89 – Fourth Season)  
Asst. Coach: Vernon Dupree (Wilmington University’10 – Fourth Season) 
Asst. Coach: Shahid Perkins (Tennessee State’96 – Fourth Season)  
Asst. Coach: Horace Owens (Rhode Island’83 – Fourth Season)  
 
Post-Game Notes/ Additional Info:  

- DSU Guard, Martaz Robinson has totaled 80 points (20.0 avg- 30pts performance in a season 
opener), 36 rebounds (two double-doubles in the past two games) averaging 34.3 minutes in 4 
games starts.   

- Delaware State finished 15-19 overall with a 4-11 record on the road a season ago. The Hornets 
averaged 70.6 points per game last season, 30.2 in the paint, 16.1 off of turnovers and 13.5 on fast 
breaks. 

- Muneer Newton was this week MEAC Defensive Player of the Week  
- Martaz Robinson (Pre-season All-First Team) scored a totaled of 1000pts last Season 
- The Hornets return this season with 16-man roster (7 returning student-athletes from last season)  
- Robert Smith “Man-Man” 22-pts scoring in recent game vs Cheyney University has totaled 43 

points in the past 4 games. 
- Hornets Overall Record: 3-4 Home: 3-0 Away: 0-4 
- PG Corey Perkins return into the rotation after suffering a season injury last season.  

 
In 2024-25, Stan Waterman will enter his fourth season as the Head Men’s Basketball Coach at Delaware State 
University. In his first three seasons at the helm, Waterman has ignited a turnaround; improving the program’s win 
totals in each season, including a 15-win season last year and advancing to the championship game of the MEAC 
tournament. The success of the 2023 – 24 seasons did not go unnoticed as the Hornets received an invitation to 
participate in post season competition in the College Basketball Invitational Tournament, featuring sixteen teams 
from across the country. The Hornets were seeded fourteenth. The acknowledgements and awards continued as 
Waterman was named the 2024 Male Coach of the Year at Delaware State University. 
Stan Waterman, a legendary first state high school coach an administrator, USA Basketball Coach, and former 
collegiate player, was announced as DSU’s Head Men’s Basketball Coach on June 4, 2021.  In his 29 seasons at the 
Sanford School (Hockessin, DE), Waterman led the program to 571 wins, 10 state championship game appearances, 
winning 8 state titles, including his last two seasons in 2021 and 2019. His 2020 team reached the state semi-finals 
before the tournament was shut down due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Waterman also served as the Dean of Students 
and Assistant Director of Athletics at the school. 



 
In 2016, after leading the Warriors to a sixth state championship, Waterman was honored by the Delaware 
Sportswriters and Broadcasters Association as the recipient of the Tubby Raymond Delaware Coach of the Year 
Award. Waterman led the Warriors to state titles in his inaugural campaign in 1992, 2002, and for three consecutive 
seasons from 2010 – 2012. 
Waterman has also served as a member of the prestigious USA Basketball Coaching staff. He was an assistant coach 
on the Gold Medal winning 2018 USA Men’s U17 World Cup Team and the 2017 USA Men’s U16 national team. 
Waterman was an assistant coach for the 2020 Nike Hoop Summit Team (which did not compete due to the 
pandemic) and was also an assistant coach for the 2019 USA Nike Hoop Summit team that defeated the World 
Select team in Portland, Oregon. 
Waterman played Division I basketball at the University of Delaware under head coaches Ron Rainey and Steve 
Stein wedel where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Sociology (1989). 
Former Villanova Head Coach Jay Wright, a two-time NCAA champion and 2021 Basketball Hall of Fame Inductee 
said “Stan is an outstanding leader in our game. His basketball knowledge and experiences are elite. Delaware State 
has made a great choice in Stan Waterman. 
Waterman and his wife Robyn are the proud parents of daughter Paris Waterman -Dupree, son-in-law Vernon 
Dupree, and grandson Cairo Dupree (4). 
 

 

Vernon Dupree begins his fourth season with the Delaware State coaching staff for the 
2024-25 year, marking his fifteenth season in collegiate coaching. 
Last season, Dupree and the Hornets produced the program’s highest win total (15) in 
the last nine years, culminating in a strong performance during the MEAC tournament, 
where the team advanced to the championship game, narrowly missing the title by just 
a few points. This season also marked the best start for the program in over two 
decades. 
Since joining Delaware State, Dupree has been instrumental in the development of six 
All-MEAC selections, as well as recipients of both Rookie of the Year (2023-24) and 
Defensive Player of the Year (2021-22) honors. 
A native of Wilmington, Delaware, Dupree’s coaching journey began at Wilmington 
University, where he served as an assistant coach from 2010 to 2021. His tenure there 
included a remarkable run to the conference finals in 2014-15 and the successful 
recruitment and development of numerous all-league players, including Tyaire Ponzo-
Meek, the 2016-17 Central Athletic Collegiate Conference (CACC) Player of the Year. 
Dupree began his collegiate playing career at American International College in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, during the 2005-2006 season before transferring to 



 
Wilmington University in 2008, where he earned All-CACC honors and was awarded the 
Philadelphia Small College Basketball Association’s Sam Cozen Award. 
Dupree graduated from Wilmington University with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Accounting in 2010 and later obtained a Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) 
with a concentration in Organizational Leadership in 2014. 
Vernon resides in Wilmington with his wife, Paris, and their four-year-old son, Cairo. 

Horace "Pappy" Owens, a former National Basketball Association draft 
pick and McDonald’s collegiate All-America joined the Delaware State staff in July 2021.   
Owens previously spent 14 years is as an assistant coach at La Salle University before shifting 
roles in the 2019-20 season to serve as a special assistant, contributing to  game preparation, 
player development and mentoring. 
Owens was instrumental in La Salle’s 2012-13 NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 season. The 
Explorers won 24 games that season, including three in the NCAA Tournament (vs.   Boise 
State, Kansas State and Ole Miss). 
La Salle Explorers also recorded wins over #9 Butler, #16 VCU and #12 Kansas State,  and 
finished third in the Atlantic 10 Conference, ranked as the seventh best conference in the nation, 
during the 2012-13 season. 
He played a key role in the Explorers’ 2011-12 campaign season in which the team won 21 
games and reached the NIT First Round, the first postseason appearance for the program in 20 
years. The 21 wins were also the most since 1990. 
He entered the collegiate coaching ranks after 14 years as a juvenile probation officer for the 
City of Philadelphia. 
As the North Philadelphia Area Coordinator for the renowned Sonny Hill Basketball League, 
Owens has been a fixture in Philadelphia high school basketball. He coached the Philadelphia 
Phoenix AAU teams for six years, he mentored stand-outs Michael Blackshear (Simon 
Gratz/Temple), Wayne Marshall (Martin Luther King/Temple), Chaz Crawford 
(Northeast/Drexel), Steve Smith (Northeast/LaSalle) and Troy Roundtree (Northeast/Delaware 
State) among dozens of others who have played Division I hoops. 
Owens stands as one of the all-time greats at the University of Rhode Island ('79-'83) where he 
is seventh on the all-time scoring list (1,750) and is second all-time in field goals. He averaged 
22.3 points per game as a senior to earn honorable mention All-America citation and first team 
All-Atlantic 10. He was inducted into the school's hall of fame in 1996. 
Owens was the 44th pick of the NBA Draft by the New Jersey Nets in 1983 and was traded to 
the Philadelphia 76ers where he spent one season at the professional level. 



 
An outstanding player at Philadelphia's Dobbins Tech, he was named First Team All-City in 1979 
and Second Team in 1978. Owens was the Daily News and Markward Club Player of the Year in 
1979 after averaging 29.3 ppg. He averaged 25.0 ppg as a junior. His 1,420 career points rank 
second in Dobbin’s history behind Bo Kimble.  
Owens was named to the Second Team All-City in the Daily News look back at the past 35 
years. He was also First Team All-Public in 1978 and in 1979 he was First Team All-Public, First 
Team All-City, Player of the year in the area, and First Team All-State. 

 

Shahid Perkins joined the Delaware State men’s basketball staff in July 21. A high school and college 
standout player, Perkins also competed professionally in Europe before a successful career as a high 
school teacher and coach in the First State. 
In addition to teaching, Perkins was a key member of new Delaware State head coach Stan Waterman’s 
staff at Sanford School (Del.) from 2015 to ’21, helping lead the team to three state championships 
during his tenure. 
Perkins played collegiately at Hagerstown Community College in Maryland before enrolling at NAA 
Division I East Tennessee State. While at Hagerstown, he earned J All-America honors and was 
nominated for the school’s Hall of Fame. 
Perkins was team captain and ETSU’s leading scorer in his senior season. 
He earned a Bachelor’s in physical education from East Tennessee State in 1996. 
Perkins played professional basketball in Iceland and England before returning to the United States to 
begin a career in public education.   
He also returned to his alma mater, Glasgow High School in Delaware, where he was varsity boys head 
basketball coach for 15 years before joining Waterman at Sanford. 
While at Glasgow, Perkins earned four Blue Hen Flight A Coach of the Year honors, in addition to leading 
the program to one state tournament final four berth and four final eight appearances.    
He is also the founder and executive director of the Perkins Basketball Camp, a summer for up to 100 
youngsters, aged 7-17 at Glasgow High School. 
  

 



 

 
  

 DSU MEN’S BASKETBALL 
 2024-25 TV/RADIO LINEUPS 

          
              0 Robert Smith              3 Martaz Robinson         1 Andrews Alston.          2 Corey Perkins          22 Dean Shepherd 
                 6’1 Senior G                6’2 Grad-Student G      6’10 Grad-Student F         6’2 Senior G.              6’6 Sophomore G                      
               Philadelphia, PA                Baltimore, MD                 Detroit, MI               Wilmington, DE            New Castle, DE                               

                  
        4 CALEB SURGERS   10 THEODORE PENDER-   23 JESSE KINARD         15 Ponce James              5 John Clemmons                             
             6’8 Sophomore F     GRASS III 5’10 Freshman G        6’6 Junior SG             5’11 Freshman G             6’6 Freshman G                                    
                  Cary, NC                                                               Jonesboro, AR               Bridgeport,                         Bear, DE                                   

                     
             25 Muneer Newton            21 Elias Walker        13 Kareem Watson          11 Kaseem Watson        24 Raymond Somerville 
                 6’5 Senior F                     6’0 Junior G.           6’7 Freshman F                6’7 Freshman F.         6’11 Grad-Student C/F 
              Philadelphia, PA               Cheltenham, PA.        Philadelphia, PA              Philadelphia, PA                    Media, PA 

                      32 Javarzia Belton         HEAD COACH        ASSISTANT COACH    ASSISTANT COACH     ASSISTANT COACH 
             6’11 Junior C                 Stan Waterman              Vernon Dupree, Jr            Horace Owens               Shahid Perkins 
             Calhoun Falls 
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