
2023 STUDENT-ATHLETE ACADEMIC & LEADERSHIP AWARDS RECEPTION

PROGRAM
Today’s event is hosted by the Student-Athlete Support Program, a collaboration between the Academic 

Support and Access Center and the Department of Athletics and Recreation

WELCOME
Erin Saunders

Assistant Director, Student-Athlete Support Program

REMARKS
Dr. Billy Walker

Director of Athletics & Recreation
Jessica Waters

Dean of Undergraduate Education & Vice Provost for Academic Student Services

AWARDS
SASP Awards

School Awards
Top 25 GPA Awards

Top Senior GPA Awards
Leadership Awards (AUx First Year, Emerging Leader, 

Stephanie Bennett-Smith Award for Outstanding Leadership)

TOP SENIOR AWARDS
Kyle Silbert

Men’s Swimming & Diving
Ella Thompson

Women’s Swimming & Diving
Kayla Winters

Women’s Swimming & Diving

CLOSING
Erin Saunders

Assistant Director, Student-Athlete Support Program

LINCOLN BALL
Men’s Basketball

Junior
Business Administration

CALEB FARRIS
Men’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
Computer Science

TILLIE MINTZ
Lacrosse
Senior

PR & Strategic Communication
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SASP AWARDS
Student-athletes from each of the department’s 12 programs were selected by the 
SASP staff for their efforts both in the classroom and in the larger AU community.

LINCOLN BALL
Men’s Basketball

Junior
Business Administration

ANNEMARIE BARBOUR
Women’s Soccer

Senior
Public Health

ASHLYN CAMPAGNA
Field Hockey

Senior
Business Administration

ASLI CELIKKOL
Volleyball

Senior
Psychology

CALEB FARRIS
Men’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
Computer Science

JACK GREEN
Men’s Soccer

Senior
Finance

WILL JARRELL
Wrestling

Senior
Political Science

JACQUELINE LYNCH-BARTEK
Women’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
Political Science

TILLIE MINTZ
Lacrosse
Senior

PR & Strategic Communication

KYLIE RAYMOND
Women’s Cross Country & Track

Junior
Environmental Studies

LAUREN STACK
Women’s Basketball

Senior
Communication Journalism

ROW SULLIVAN
Men’s Cross Country & Track

Senior
      Philosophy
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SCHOOL AWARDS
Two student-athletes each from – the College of Arts & Sciences (CAS), the 

Kogod School of Business, the School of International Studies (SIS), the School of 
Communication (SOC), the School of Education (SOE) and the School of Public Affairs

ANNEMARIE BARBOUR
Women’s Soccer

Senior
Public Health

ELLA THOMPSON
Women’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
History & Secondary Education

GRACE BRENNAN
Lacrosse
Senior

Business Administration

LILLI MARCIA
Women’s Soccer

Senior
Business Administration

LUC MASCHINO
Wrestling

Senior
International Studies

INBAL PELEG
Volleyball

Senior
International Studies

MEREL DUPONT
Field Hockey

Senior
Communication Studies

LAUREN STACK
Women’s Basketball

Senior
Communication Journalism

RACHAEL POTTER
Women’s Cross Country & Track

Senior
Elementary Education

ELLA THOMPSON
Women’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
History & Secondary Education

EVA GIBSON
Women’s Cross Country & Track

Senior
Justice & Law

GRIFFIN YOUNG
Men’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
Political Science
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LILLI MARCIA
Women’s Soccer

Senior
Business Administration

LAUREN STACK
Women’s Basketball

Senior
Communication Journalism

GRIFFIN YOUNG
Men’s Swimming & Diving

Senior
Political Science

HONORING THE TOP 25 GPAs
OF AU STUDENT-ATHLETES

Earned at least a 3.94 GPA in either the Spring 2022 or Fall 2022 semester

CLASS OF 2022 (FALL)
Name	 Sport	 School	 Major
Kayla Winters	 Women’s Swimming & Diving	 Kogod	 Finance

CLASS OF 2023
Name	 Sport	 School	 Major
Tillie Mintz	 Lacrosse	 SOC	 PR & Strategic Communication
Onuchi Ndee	 Volleyball	 SIS	 International Studies
Cailin Panacek	 Women’s Soccer	 Kogod	 Business Administration
Rachael Potter	 Women’s Cross Country/Track	 SOE	 Elementary Education
Ella Thompson	 Women’s Swimming & Diving	 CAS & SOE	 History & Secondary Education
Sydney Wender	 Lacrosse	 SOC	 Communication Studies
Griffin Young	 Men’s Swimming & Diving	 SPA	 Political Science	

CLASS OF 2024
Name	 Sport	 School	 Major
Nick Buckley	 Men’s Swimming & Diving	 SPA	 Political Science
Giuliana Capraro	 Women’s Soccer	 SIS	 International Studies
Cassandra Daniele	 Women’s Cross Country/Track	 CAS	 Physics
Abby Dillon	 Women’s Soccer	 CAS	 Public Health
Olivia Molfetta	 Lacrosse	 SPA	 Justice & Law
Katie Putney	 Volleyball	 CAS	 Psychology
Bryn Underwood	 Field Hockey	 Kogod	 Business Entertainment

CLASS OF 2025
Name	 Sport	 School	 Major
Alyssa Apuzzo	 Lacrosse	 CAS	 Health Promotion
Lurilla Bereveskos	 Women’s Swimming & Diving	 SIS	 International Studies
Tayla-Jade Weiss	 Field Hockey	 Kogod	 Business Administration
Kaleigh Missimer	 Field Hockey	 CAS	 Environmental Science
Brooke Steel	 Women’s Soccer	 CAS	 Biology
Olivia Simmons	 Women’s Soccer	 CAS	 Psychology
Jenna Walls	 Lacrosse	 CAS	 Biology

CLASS OF 2026
Eliza Fisher	 Women’s Soccer	 CAS	 Health Promotion
Avery Klingensmith	 Women’s Soccer	 SPA	 Undeclared
Morissa Lambert	 Women’s Soccer	 SIS	 International Studies
Kellie Linehan	 Lacrosse	 CAS	 Computer Science
Nickie Prendergast	 Lacrosse	 CAS	 Physics
Liam Volk-Klos	 Wrestling	 Kogod	 Undeclared
Katie Yoo	 Women’s Swimming & Diving	 SIS	 International Studies
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KYLE SILBERT
•	 SPA / Justice & Law ‘23

•	 Men’s Swimming & Diving

•	 Swam on the 800 freestyle relay at the PL Championships

•	 Named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll in each year 

of his career

TOP SENIOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
Congratulations to the three* seniors with the highest grade-point average!

(due to a tie for the women’s award)

ELLA THOMPSON
•	 CAS & SOE / History and Secondary Education ‘23

•	 Women’s Swimming & Diving

•	 Named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll in each year 

of her career

•	 Winner of SOC and CAS School Awards

KAYLA WINTERS
•	 KOGOD / Finance ‘23

•	 Women’s Swimming & Diving

•	 Holds a total of eight top 16 times in program history

•	 Named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll in each year 

of her career



2023 STUDENT-ATHLETE ACADEMIC & LEADERSHIP AWARDS RECEPTION

SASP LEADERSHIP AWARDS
Congratulations to our SASP Leadership Academy award winners!

COLIN JUE
Men’s Swimming & Diving

Freshman
Business Administration

AUx / FIRST 
YEAR

LEADERSHIP
AWARD

KATE RILEY
Women’s Cross Country & Track

Freshman
International Relations

KAYLA HENNING
Women’s Basketball

Junior
African American and African Diaspora 

Studies

EMERGING
LEADER
AWARD

BRYN UNDERWOOD
Field Hockey

Junior
Business Entertainment: Musical 

Performance

GRACE BRENNAN
Lacrosse
Senior

Business Administration

STEPHANIE M. 
BENNETT-SMITH 

AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING
LEADERSHIP



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS
Character Forged Through Competition


