
#3 MOUNT UNION AT #5 WHEATON • SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

13 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS • 23 CHAMPIONSHIP APPEARANCES • 34 UNDEFEATED REGULAR SEASONS • 36 OAC CHAMPIONS

#3 MOUNT UNION PURPLE RAIDERS (0-0)
AT

#5 WHEATON THUNDER (0-0)

2026 SEASON OPENER
WHEATON, IL - McCULLY STADIUM | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 | 1 PM

THE MATCHUP: The 2026 season is here. No. 3 nationally ranked Mount Union will start its 129th season on 
Saturday, September 5, as it travels to play No. 5 Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois-about 40 minutes west of 
Chicago. Last year’s matchup turned into an exciting one-score game as the Thunder tried to rally with 22 unanswered 
points, and the Raiders held off Wheaton for a 37-29 win for its 38th-straight season-opening win. Mount Union is 
7-0 all-time vs. Wheaton. Prior to last season, all other meetings between the two schools occurred in the NCAA 
Playoffs, including the 2008 NCAA Semifinals, when Mount Union won 45-24 on its way to win its 10th National 
Championship following a 31-26 win over Wisconsin-Whitewater in the 2008 Stagg Bowl. Their first meeting was on 
November 25, 1995 (Mount won 40-14). 

MEET THE COACHES: Geoff Dartt (67-5 (.931)) is in his seventh season as head coach at Mount Union. Dartt was 
named the 2024 Larry Kehres OAC Coach of the Year (the second of his career). Dartt won his 50th game at Capital 
on November 2, 2024, becoming only the fifth coach in program history to achieve that milestone while doing so in 
the second fewest games. The Purple Raiders have won the OAC and have gone undefeated in the regular season in 
each of Dartt’s six years at the helm. Dartt, who is undefeated against OAC schools during his tenure (48-0), has led 
Mount Union to the NCAA Championship Stagg Bowl twice (2022, 2024). Prior to becoming head coach in 2020, 
Dartt spent seven years as an assistant coach for the Purple Raiders, with five of those years as offensive coordinator, 
winning two National Championships (2012 and 2015). As a player, he was part of three National Championship 
teams (2002, 2005, 2006) as an All-OAC offensive lineman. Dartt is the 24th head football coach in school history 
and the fourth since 1962. Jesse Scott (48-12 (.800) overall) is also in his seventh season. Under Scott’s leadership, 
Wheaton has advanced to the NCAA Playoffs in all but one season, not including the COVID year when the NCAA 
postseason was canceled - most recently advancing to 2025 NCAA Quarterfinals in a loss to the eventual National 
Champions, UW-River Falls. Coach Dartt and Coach Scott’s coaching paths crossed as they were on the same 
coaching staff and roommates at Wheaton - Dartt was an assistant at Wheaton from 2008 to 2012. 

THE MACHINE: Since Mount Union’s first trip to the NCAA Semifinals in 1992, Mount Union has at least advanced 
to the NCAA Semifinals in every season except four times (not including the 2020 COVID Spring season when the 
NCAA Playoffs were canceled). That’s 29 of the past 33 seasons of at least being one of the final four teams in the 
country. The Purple Raiders have competed in the Stagg Bowl 15 of the past 20 seasons (not including the canceled 
2020 COVID season), winning six titles in that span. Mount has won an NCAA Division III-record 13 championships, 
seven more than the second most (Wisconsin–Whitewater-6).

2026 SCHEDULE 
9/5............at #5 Wheaton........................................ 2 PM EST		
9/12..........VS GROVE CITY............................... 1:30 PM EST
	9/19..........VS HEIDELBERG*............................ 1:30 PM EST		
9/26..........BYE..........................................................................	
10/3..........at Muskingum*.................................. 1:30 PM EST 	 	
10/10........VS MARIETTA*.................................. 1:30 PM EST		
10/17........at Capital*.......................................... 1:30 PM EST		
10/24........VS WILMINGTON*............................ 1:30 PM EST	
10/31........at Ohio Northern*............................. 1:30 PM EST		
11/7...........VS BALDWIN WALLACE*................ 1:30 PM EST		
11/14.........at Otterbein*...................................... 1:30 PM EST	

RADIO:
WDPN 1310 AM | WRMU 91.1 FM

LIVE STATS & VIDEO:
http://athletics.mountunion.edu/coverage

SOCIAL MEDIA:
@purpleraiders | #gomountgo

Home games in ALL CAPS | *OAC Contests
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O CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN!: The 2026 team captains, voted on by the players, for Mount Union are QB Mikey 
Maloney, OL Mitch Coffee, LB Gavin Ehrhardt, and DL Jackson Harris. 

SCOUTING THE THUNDER: The No. 5 ranked Wheaton Thunder had a total of four players earn Preseason All-
America honors by D3football.com, including seniors safety Colin Moore and punter Josiah Smith and juniors 
guard Aiden Byrne and linebacker Zeke Harris. Senior QB Mark Forcucci threw for over 3,000 yards and 36 
touchdowns - both top 10 in D3. Last season, Moore had a team-high eight INTs, while Harris led in tackles last 
season with 119. Smith was second in the nation, averaging 45.41 per punt. Byrne helped anchor an offense that 
ranked top-25 in Division III last season in scoring offense, passing offense, and total offense.

PRESEASON ALL-AMERICAN: Sophomore quarterback Mikey Maloney was named to the 2026 D3football.com 
Preseason All-America Team. Maloney is coming off his first year starting at quarterback with the Purple Raiders, 
where he earned All-Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) First Team honors and was named the OAC Bob Packard Most 
Outstanding Offensive Back. In 2025, Maloney led the conference with 42 total touchdowns, including an OAC—best 
31 touchdowns through the air. He totaled 3,321 scrimmage yards, including 2,769 passing yards.

GAGLIARDI WATCH LISTS: Maloney was listed on multiple 2026 Gagliardi Trophy Watch Lists, including FloCollege 
and Division 1 Rejects. The Gagliardi Trophy, given annually since 1993, is awarded to the most outstanding NCAA 
Division III football player and recognizes excellence in athletics, academics, and community service.

MILESTONES TO WATCH: In only his second year at QB for the Purple Raiders, Maloney just needs 189 passing 
yards to join the 3,000 career passing club (he would be the 17th Raider to achieve it). He just needs eight passing 
touchdowns for 40 of his career (would just be the 13th Mount QB to accomplish that). Going into the season, 
Maloney’s 70.3 career pass completion is ranked fourth-best, and his career pass efficiency of 187.0 is fifth-best in 
program history. 

SEASON OPENING SUCCESS: Mount Union has won 38 straight season openers (1988-present). The Purple Raiders’ 
last season-opening loss was at home against non-conference Wooster on September 12 with a 17-15 score. 

SCORING STREAK: Mount has scored in 573 straight games, the most consecutive games of any college football 
program in any division. Its streak began on Nov. 7, 1981, at Kenyon under the guidance of head coach Ken Wable.

85 STRAIGHT: The Purple Raiders have won 85 straight regular season games, the longest streak across all divisions 
in college football (North Central is second with 53). Mount Union’s last regular season loss was to former OAC foe 
John Carroll on Nov. 12, 2016 (L, 31-28).

WELCOME BACK: A pair of successful Purple Raiders returned to the coaching staff for 2026. Kevin Burke ‘15 
was named the offensive coordinator, and Chris Kappas ‘08 was named the defensive coordinator. Burke was the 
quarterback of the 2012 national championship team and then became the first player to win the Gagliardi Trophy in 
back-to-back years. Kappas had previously served as the defensive coordinator at Mount Union, including 2015, when 
he earned National Coordinator of the Year honors, helping lead the team to its 12th national championship.

COLLEGE HALL OF FAME: A pair of former Mount Union football standouts are on the prestigious 2027 ballot for 
induction into the College Football Hall of Fame. All-Americans and National Champions quarterback Bill Borchert 
‘98 and running back Nate Kmic ‘09 are on this year’s ballot.

GOOD WORKS: Senior center Patrick Lavelle represented Mount Union on the distinguished 2026 Allstate AFCA 
Good Works Team®. 

NATIONAL POLLS: Mount Union has been nationally ranked by three different organizations heading into the 2026 
season. The Purple Raiders were nationally ranked No. 2 by the Lindy’s National College Football Magazine and third 
in both D3football.com and the American Football Coaches Association (AFCA). 

UP NEXT: Mount Union will wrap up its non-conference slate with its home opener against Grove City, who’s 
receiving national votes, with a 1:30 p.m. kickoff at Kehres Stadium. 



#3 MOUNT UNION AT #5 WHEATON • SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

13 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS • 23 CHAMPIONSHIP APPEARANCES • 34 UNDEFEATED REGULAR SEASONS • 36 OAC CHAMPIONS

Mount Union’s Two-Deep
OFFENSE
Pos. 	#	 Name	 Yr.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Hometown/High School				  
QB	 15	 Mikey Maloney	 SO	 6-1	 195	 Concord Township, OH/Painesville Riverside
	 11	 Charley Levak	 FR	 5-11	 170	 Macedonia, OH/Cuyahoga Valley Christian
RB	 0	 Kayden Minner	 JR	 5-8	 175	 New Madrid, MO/New Madrid County Central
	 30	 Bo Bokman	 FR	 5-8	 185	 Lakeville, MN/Lakeville South
WR	 18	 Omari Allen	 SR	 6-1	 160	 Miami, FL/Dr. Krop Senior
	 16	 Pavel Henderson	 JR	 6-1	 195	 Ravenna, OH/Ravenna
WR	 13	 Brayden Harris	 FR	 6-3	 185	 Northfield, OH/Cuyahoga Valley Christian
	 19	 O.P. Knox	 SO	 5-10	 144	 Lauderdale Lakes, FL/North Broward Prep.
WR	 80	 Mason Ashby	 JR	 5-8	 160	 North Canton, OH/North Canton Hoover
	 84	 Mikey Reilly	 JR	 5-8	 160	 Holbrook, NY/Sachem
TE	 85	 Grant Anderson	 JR	 6-2	 225	 Naples, FL/Gulf Coast
	 45	 Justyce Taylor	 FR	 6-6	 230	 Dayton, OH/Trotwood Madison
LT	 70	 Fred Fevrier	 GR	 6-3	 285	 Lehigh Acres, FL/Lehigh Senior
	 77	 Tyler Brown	 SO	 6-4	 240	 Toledo, OH/Northwood
LG	 65	 Parker Jenks	 SO	 6-2	 260	 Hudson, OH/Hudson
	 52	 Lucas Moreno	 SO	 6-0	 270	 Palm Bay, FL/Heritage
C	 61	 Pat Lavelle	 SR	 6-0	 270	 Cleveland, OH/St.Ignatius
	 73	 Isaiah Walter	 JR	 6-0	 300	 Concord Township, OH/Cornerstone Christian Academy
RG	 62	 Cole Cook	 FR	 6-0	 285	 Conroe, TX/The Woodlands College Park
	 67	 Brayden Piersall	 FR	 6-2	 309	 Hinckley, OH/Walsh Jesuit
RT	 76	 Mitch Coffee	 SR	 6-3	 275	 Salem, OH/West Branch
	 75	 Vincent Crane	 SO	 6-6	 265	 Troy, OH/Miami East
DEFENSE						    
END	 95	 Keymaurie Henderson	 SO	 6-0	 230	 Dayton, OH/Trotwood-Madison
	 91	 Jahaad Williams	 JR	 6-4	 210	 Montclair, NJ/Montclair
NOSE	93	 Josh Bowen	 SO	 6-0	 270	 Saratoga Springs, NY/Schuylerville Central
	 94	 Yahir Dominguez	 SO	 6-0	 290	 Galloway, OH/Central Crossing
DT	 0	 Gabe Gannelli	 JR	 6-1	 240	 Allison Park, PA/Hampton
	 8	 Jackson Harris	 SR	 6-3	 250	 Medford, NJ/Shawnee
BANDIT	42	 Corey Gibson	 SR	 6-0	 210	 Akron, OH/Barberton
	 56	 Colson Conrad	 GR	 6-1	 215	 Byron Center, MI/Byron Center
MIKE	 23	 Gavin Ehrhardt	 SO	 5-11	 220	 Avon, OH/Avon
	 51	 Luke Starkey	 SO	 5-11	 205	 North Lima, OH/South Range
SAM	50	 Dagan Meyers	 JR	 6-0	 195	 Port Clinton, OH/Port Clinton
	 44	 Jerry Merchant	 JR	 6-1	 205	 Columbus, OH/IMG Academy
SPUR	 6	 Rickie Williams	 SO	 5-10	 195	 Montgomery, AL/Montgomery Catholic Prep.
	 17	 Cael Liette	 JR	 6-0	 195	 Tipp City, OH/Tippecanoe
S	 12	 Ricky Levak	 JR	 5-11	 175	 Nordonia, OH/Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy
	 13	 Dallas Richardson	 SO	 6-0	 175	 Ocala, FL/North Marion
S	 9	 Connor Adelman	 SR	 5-9	 205	 Louisville, OH/Louisville
	 5	 Amir Thomas	 SO	 6-0	 175	 Sharon Hill, PA/Academy Park
CB	 22	 Jaeson Anderson	SO	 6-0	 175	 Akron, OH/Buchtel
	 20	 Lincoln Wade	 JR	 6-0	 150	 Kent, OH/Kent Roosevelt
CB	 37	 Andrew Holmes	 SO	 5-11	 160	 Tampa, FL/Middleton
	 10	 Zack Liebler	 JR	 5-8	 165	 Massillon, OH/Massillon
SPECIALIST						    
K	 40	 Connell Rafferty	 SO	 6-0	 180	 Macedonia, OH/Nordonia
	 47	 Vinny Diteodoro	 FR	 6-0	 180	 Medina, OH/Brunswick
P	 48	 Carson Palisoc	 SO	 6-0	 220	 Plano, TX/Plano West
	 40	 Connell Rafferty	 SO	 6-0	 180	 Macedonia, OH/Nordonia
SNAP	 43	 Jared Pasco	 SR	 6-0	 205	 Wadsworth, OH/Wadsworth
	 44	 Jerry Merchant	 JR	 6-1	 205	 Columbus, OH/IMG Academy
KR	 28	 Tre Singleton	 SR	 5-8	 197	 Willoughby, OH/Willoughby South
	 30	 Bo Bokman	 FR	 5-8	 185	 Lakeville, MN/Lakeville South
PR	 80	 Mason Ashby	 JR	 5-8	 160	 North Canton, OH/North Canton Hoover
	 16	 Pavel Henderson	 JR	 6-1	 195	 Ravenna, OH/Ravenna
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Wheaton’s Two-Deep
OFFENSE
Pos. 	#	 Name	 Yr.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Hometown/High School				  
QB	 5	 Mark Forcucci	 SR	 6-0	 189	 Winfield, IL/Wheaton North 
	 15	 Anthony Barbar	 JR	 6-0	 185	 Boca Raton, FL/Westminster Academy
RB	 32	 Matt Crider	 JR	 6-1	 205	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton Warrenville South 
	 2	 Malachi Williams	 SR	 5-10	 179	 Lakeland, FL/Lakeland Christian
TE	 87	 Griffin Cropp	 SR	 6-5	 227	 Nashville, TN/Brentwood Academy
	 14	 Charlie Duck	 SR	 6-0	 230	 Waterville, OH/Toledo Christian
WR	 4	 Seth Kortenhoven	SR	 6-2	 206	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton North 
	 18	 Jimmy Hanson	 JR	 6-3	 192	 Colorado Springs, CO/Cheyenne Mountain
WR	 17	 Xander Carroll	 SR	 5-10	 163	 Germantown, TN/Evangelical Christian
	 84	 Jake Weston	 SR	 5-10	 163	 Wheaton, Ill./Wheaton Academy
WR	 85	 Sam McFadden	 SR	 5-11	 173	 Northglenn, Colo./Northglenn
	 1	 Luke Crawford	 JR	 6-2	 190	 Santa Barbara, Calif./San Marcos
LT	 55	 Max Kingsbury	 SR	 6-4	 303	 Shoreview, Minn./Concordia Academy
	 64	 Cory Thompson	 FR	 6-3	 267	 San Diego, Calif./La Jolla Country Day
LG	 71	 Tripp Jackson	 JR	 6-2	 270	 Savannah, Ga./St. Andrews
	 60	 Griffin Moore	 FR	 5-10	 293	 Chickamauga, Ga./Gordon Lee
C	 72	 Luke Selfe	 SR	 5-10	 257	 Grand Rapids, MI/Grand Rapids Christian
	 63	 Luke Robinson	 FR	 6-1	 249	 Monument, CO/Palmer
RG	 65	 Aiden Byrne	 JR	 6-0	 270	 Oldsmar, FL/Eastlake
	 59	 Dawson McLaughlin	 SR	 6-0	 294	 Clermont, FL/Foundation Academy
RT	 70	 Cole Schminski	 SR	 6-4	 283	 Vadnais Heights, MN/Concordia Academy
	 57	 Jonathan Hurst	 SO	 6-3	 256	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton North
DEFENSE						    
DE	 2	 Rex Kroger	 SR	 6-2	 240	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton North
	 48	 John Huibregste	 JR	 5-11	 239	 Glen Ellyn, IL/Wheaton Academy
DT	 53	 Owen Downing	 SR	 5-11	 265	 Castle Pines, CO/Valor Christian
	 92	 Mitchell Pickens	 SO	 6-1	 257	 Saint Paul, MN/Concordia Academy
DT	 41	 Ephram Nitz	 SR	 6-2	 243	 Rockford, IL/Emmaus Academy
	 93	 Maxton Leathers	 SR	 5-10	 240	 Charlotte, NC/Charlotte Christian
DE	 52	 Jaxon Powell	 SR	 6-2	 257	 Cedar Crest, NM/Manzan
	 91	 Grant Hayworth	 SR	 6-4	 249	 Fort Wayn, IN/Concordia Lutheran
LB	 6	 AJ Pace	 JR	 6-1	 216	 Grapevine, TX/Grapevine Faith Christian
	 50	 Luke Fox	 JR	 6-3	 189	 Harrisburg, NC/Cannon
LB	 8	 Zeke Harris	 JR	 6-3	 224	 Clermont, GA/North Hall
	 53	 JT Anderson	 SO	 6-1	 207	 Aurora, IL/Aurora Christian
LB	 36	 Daniel Nussbaum	SO	 6-1	 210	 Naperville, IL/Naperville Central
	 22	 Ayden Doran	 SR	 5-8	 193	 Grand Rapids, MI/Grandville
CB	 23	 Jack Vallieres	 SR	 5-11	 180	 Spirit Lake, ID/Timberlake
	 7	 Andrew Gabriel	 JR	 6-1	 189	 Colleyville, TX/Fort Worth Christian
S	 24	 Colin Moore	 SR	 6-1	 208	 Wheaton, IL/Warrenville South
	 38	 Luke Peays	 JR	 5-11	 188	 Blowing Rock, NC/Watauga
S	 3	 Hudson Gutwein	 SO	 5-10	 183	 Lafayette, IN/Lafayette Central Catholic
	 82	 Brady McClatchy	 FR	 6-0	 182	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton Warrenville South
CB	 0	 Jake Waldinger	 SR	 6-2	 180	 Mahomet, IL/Mahomet-Seymour
	 16	 Gino Spinelli	 SO	 5-9	 145	 Carol Stream, IL/Wheaton Academy
SPECIALIST						    
PK	 24	 Peter Bertoni	 JR	 5-9	 177	 Belton, SC/Belton Honea Path
P	 49	 Josiah Smith	 SR	 6-3	 207	 Zionsville, IN/Western Boone
LS	 36	 Daniel Nussbaum	SO	 6-1	 210	 Naperville, IL/Naperville Central
KR	 30	 Kenny Jager	 SO	 5-8	 180	 Tinley Park, IL/Chicago Christian
PR	 4	 Seth Kortenhoven	SR	 6-2	 206	 Wheaton, IL/Wheaton North 
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