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E DITOR’ S  NOTE
JUST  IN T I M E F OR F OO T B A LL SE AS ON,  this issue of Gravy was 
masterminded by Wright Thompson. A native of Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, who now makes his home in Oxford, Wright has covered 
every sport from cricket to bullfighting for ESP N.com and ESP N The 
Magazine. He’s eaten pizza with Les Miles, explored Augusta during 
Masters week with James Brown’s daughter, and embedded with a 
competition barbecue team that won third place at the Memphis in May 
World Championship. For his turn as Gravy’s first-ever guest editor, 
Wright pulled together a hungry crew of boys to talk about the games 
they play, and the food and drinks that fuel their exploits.  

Because I  reached my athletic peak as a high-school tennis 
player, and because R ichard Ford’s  The Sportswriter is as close as I  
come to reading the sports page, I  ceded most of the editorial control 
to Wright. And— I  can’t resist a topical pun—he knocked it out of the 
park. I  didn’t get to assign a feature on the impossibly adorable (and 
Southern!) Olympic gymnast Gabby Douglas, but I  think it all worked 
out for the best. Thanks, Wright.  

—Sara Camp Arnold 


