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LAST COURSE

my ninety-eight-year- old grandmother is  most at home 
in her garden. Like the rainwater that nourishes the red-clay Alabama soil 
she tends, gardening keeps her full of life. It serves as her connection to 
our landowning ancestors. I am not an avid gardener, but I find comfort in 
photographing her work. I took this photo on her ninety-fifth birthday. 
Her garden is sacred ground to both of us, serving as a symbol of our fam-
ily’s past, present, and future.

— JAI WILLIAMS, photographer and writer

Piece of Land, 
Peace of Mind


