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New Relationships

2 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results.2We 
had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but 
with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong 
opposition. 3For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure 
motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4On the contrary, we speak as those 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please 
people but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we 
put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6We were not looking for 
praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ 
we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children among 
you.

I Thessalonians 2:1-12

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because 
we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel 
of God but our lives as well. 9Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil 
and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to 
anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10You are witnesses, and 
so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who 
believed. 11For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with 
his own children,12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of 
God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

I Thessalonians 2:1-12

20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say 
to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable…

I Corinthians 12:20-22
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I Thessalonians 2:8 (CSB)

“We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”

Care – “As a nursing mother nurtures her own children”

I Thessalonians 2:8 (CSB)

“We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”

Care – “As a nursing mother nurtures her own children”

Share – “We were pleased to share with you…our lives”

I Thessalonians 2:8 (CSB)

“We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”

Care – “As a nursing mother nurtures her own children”

Share – “We were pleased to share with you…our lives”

Dear – “Because you had become dear to us”

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47

18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Two Questions:

Who are the people in my life that are followers of Jesus that in 2019 I need to 
invest in or partner with in a deeper way?

Who are the people in my life that are not currently followers of Jesus that in 
2019 I need to intentionally engage with and share the Gospel with?


