
1.  1.  2.  Acts 12:1-19 (NIV)2.  Acts 12:1-19 (NIV)

1It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 

them. 2He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3When he saw that this met with approval 

among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This 
happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 

4After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him 
over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 
Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the 

Passover.                                           Acts 12:1-19 (NIV)
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5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him. 6The night before 
Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and 

sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7Suddenly an angel 
of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He 

struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get 
up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 8Then 

the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” 
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And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and 
follow me,” the angel told him. 9Peter followed him out 

of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was 
doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a 

vision. 10They passed the first and second guards and 
came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for 

them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left 

him. 
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11Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and 

rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything 
the Jewish people were hoping would happen.” 12When 
this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary 

the mother of John, also called Mark, where many 
people had gathered and were praying. 13Peter knocked 
at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came 

to answer the door. 
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14When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so 
overjoyed she ran back without opening it 

and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 15“You’re out of 
your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it 
was so, they said, “It must be his angel.” 16But Peter kept 

on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw 
him, they were astonished. 17Peter motioned with his 

hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord 
had brought him out of prison. 
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“Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about 
this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 18In the 

morning, there was no small commotion among the 
soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19After Herod 
had a thorough search made for him and did not find 
him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that 

they be executed. Then Herod went from Judea to 
Caesarea and stayed there.
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12In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted,
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9. Luke 22:39-44 (NIV)9. Luke 22:39-44 (NIV)

39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his 
disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said 

to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 
41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt 

down and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this 
cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
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43An angel from heaven appeared to him and 
strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed 
more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 

falling to the ground.
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12. Hebrews 11:13 (NIV)12. Hebrews 11:13 (NIV)

13All these people were still living by faith when they 
died. They did not receive the things promised; they only 

saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 

earth.
Hebrews 11:13 (NIV)

13All these people were still living by faith when they 
died. They did not receive the things promised; they only 

saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 

earth.
Hebrews 11:13 (NIV)

13. Hebrews 11:36-12:3 (NIV)13. Hebrews 11:36-12:3 (NIV)

36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37They were put to death by stoning; they 
were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They 

went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, 
persecuted and mistreated- 38the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in 

caves and in holes in the ground. 
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39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of 
them received what had been promised, 40since God had 

planned something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect. 1Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, 
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2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.
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