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Why do bad things happen 
to good people? 

“If this can happen to me, does 
God really exist?” 

“If God would let this happen to 
me, can He really be good?” 

“God did this to me as punishment 
because of what I have done.” 

“God did this to me so that I 
learn to trust Him.” 

‘But we have this treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed. We always 
carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body.’     (2 Corinthians 4:7-10, NIV) 
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“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him 
a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask him!”       Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) 

  
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.”          John 10:10-11 (NIV) 
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Living in a War… 

God’s Sovereignty… 

1.  The Day of the Lord 

•  Judgement of sin and                  
of sinners 

•  Jubilee means            
restoration for victims and believers 

Even on my servants, both men and women, I will 
pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 
prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above 
and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood before the coming of the great 
and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  

Acts 2:18-21 (NIV)  
 

God’s Sovereignty… 

2. The Power of the Spirit 
 

•  God works through His          
omniscience and omnipotence to bring 
victory even from apparent defeat 

•  He redeems us beyond what was lost and 
uses suffering to make us like Jesus 

‘But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives.’         

       Genesis 50:19-21 (NIV) 
 

And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.’        

        Romans 8:28-30 (NIV)   
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God’s Sovereignty… 
3. The Incarnation of Christ 
 

•  Jesus takes what will one day be and 
makes it now 

•  For believers, judgement of sin has 
already happened on the cross 

•   He brings Heaven to Earth through us 

“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.”  

Matthew 6:9-10 (NIV)  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will 
do the works I have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it.”  

John 14:12-14 (NIV) 
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God’s sovereignty… 
 

•  ‘Day of the Lord’ (Acts 2:20) 

•  ‘Power of the Spirit’ (Romans 8:28) 

•  ‘Incarnation of Christ’ (John 14:12) 


