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What do you do when there is a large gap 
between the way it is supposed to be and 

the way it is?
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3. Acts 20:22-23 (NIV)3. Acts 20:22-23 (NIV)

22“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23I 
only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that 

prison and hardships are facing me.
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4. Acts 21:10-14 (NIV)4. Acts 21:10-14 (NIV)

10After we had been there a number of days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 11Coming over 
to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet 
with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the 
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this 

belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’” 12When we 
heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul 

not to go up to Jerusalem.
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13Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and 
breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but 
also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

14When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and 
said, “The Lord’s will be done.”
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6. 6. 

The Bible is God’s word to you revealing God’s 
universal truth for every generation.  The prophetic 
gift is God’s voice to you, by the Holy Spirit, 
specific to your unique circumstances and life.  The 
Bible is the anchor and lens by which all prophetic 
words are evaluated.
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27When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from 
the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred 
up the whole crowd and seized him, 28shouting, “Fellow 
Israelites, help us! This is the man who teaches everyone 

everywhere against our people and our law and this 
place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the 

temple and defiled this holy place.” 
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29(They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in 
the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought 

him into the temple.) 30The whole city was aroused, and 
the people came running from all directions. Seizing 

Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and 
immediately the gates were shut. 31While they were 

trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the 
Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an 

uproar.
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27When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by 
Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor 

to the Jews, he left Paul in prison.
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12. Philippians 3:10-11 (NIV)12. Philippians 3:10-11 (NIV)

10I want to know Christ-yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, attaining to the 

resurrection from the dead.
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7or because of these surpassingly great revelations. 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming 

conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the 

Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 

in weakness.”

7or because of these surpassingly great revelations. 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming 

conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the 

Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 

in weakness.”

14. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV)14. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV)

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 

10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.
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6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time for my departure is near. 7I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 

that day-and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing.
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