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1. ENCOUNTERING GOD IN WORSHIP

en·coun·ter
inˈkoun(t)ər,enˈkoun(t)ər/
verb
verb: encounter; 3rd person present: encounters; past tense: encountered; past 
participle: encountered; gerund or present participle: encountering

1. an unexpected meeting with someone or something.

Synonyms: meeting, chance meeting, "an unexpected encounter"

Abraham Jacob Moses David Elijah Daniel
Mary Peter Paul…

Hagar

…Encounter is part of the 
experience of God’s people

The Christian life includes 
both event and process.

Encountering God…
…Can be subtle and quiet as well as dramatic

‘Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake.  After the earthquake came a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a 
gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over 
his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the           
cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you                  
doing here, Elijah?” ‘ (1 Kings 19:11-13)

Encountering God…

…is part of the normal Christian life

Acts 2:16-21

‘No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on 

all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 

young men will see visions, your old men will dream 

dreams. Even on my servants, both men and     

women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days,         

and they will prophesy.

Acts 2:16-21

I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to 
darkness
and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone 
who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
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How do we position ourselves for an encounter 
with God?

We seek Him
‘You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.’ (Jeremiah 29:13)

Individually and together
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. (Acts 2:1)

We turn our attention from ourselves to Him. We 
need to fix our eyes on Jesus. 

‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.’ 
(Hebrews 12:2)

How do we position ourselves for an encounter 
with God?

The Path to Encounter in the Temple…

• Thanksgiving and praise

• Confession & absolution

• Prayers of petition and 
Intercession

• Deep worship / encounter


