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Why vote?

“* Voting is our right as a citizen.

“* Voting is our responsibility as a citizen.

“* Voting is how we protect our rights as citizens.

“* Voting is the way we make choices in a democracy.

“* In a democracy, each of us has a voice and a vote that
matters.

“* We choose our leaders by voting.




Why vote?

“* We make ourselves heard by people who have the power
to get things done. They have power because we give
them the power to act for us.

< Voting tells others what is important to us and what we
want those in power to do.




Why vote?

< We express our opinions on important issues.

< We get a say in things like taxes or how our government
Works.

< We help make sure that people in our community get the
services they need, like health care, housing, public
transportation, and funding for schools.



Who can vote?

You must be:
» A United States citizen
»> At least 18 by the general election

» Registered to vote



Who can vote?

You may vote if you:

= Have a legal guardian and have not been declared
incompetent for voting purposes by a probate court

= Are not currently in prison for a felony conviction



Step 1:
Register




Are you registered?

You can check online at

https://www.boe.ohio.gov/summit/

You must be registered by October 6 to vote in the 2025
general election.


https://www.boe.ohio.gov/summit/

How to register to vote

= You can complete a voter
registration form on paper or online.

= You can register online at
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/



https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/

How to register to vote

You can complete a voter registration form at:
= Summit County Board of Elections
= Any Bureau of Motor Venhicles office
= Any local library branch
= Summit DD offices




Voter
Registration
Form

Voter Registration and Information Update Form

Please read instructions carefully. Pleasa type ar print clearly with blue or black ink.
Far furthar infarmation, you may consult the Secratary of State's wabsile at VotaOhio.gov or ¢all BT7-S05-DHID (BT7-767-6446),

Eligibility
‘You are qualified to register to vole In Ohle f you meet all the
following requirements:
1. You are a cibzen of the United States.
2. You will b2 at least 18 years old on or before the day of the
general electon.
3. You will be a realdent of Ohlo for at least 30 days
Immed|ately before the electon in which you want 1o vate.
4. You are not incancerated (In jad or i prison) for a felony
conwiction.
5. You have not been declared Incompetent for vobing purposes
by a probate court.
6. You have not been permanently disenfranchesed for
wickations of election laws.

Use this form to reglster to vate ar to update your currant Ohio
raglstration If you have changed your address or name,

MOTICE: This form must be recelved or postmarked by the 30th
day before an election at which you intend to wote. You will be
natified by your county board of elections of the lacation whears yau
wote If you do not recelve a notice following timely submission of
this form, plessa contect your county board of elections.

Mumbers 1 and 2 below are required by law. You must angwer
bath of the questions for your reglstration to be processad.

Please see information on back of this form to learn how
o obtain an absentee ballol.

ldentification Requirements

If you have a current Oheo driver llcense or state 1D card, you must
provide that number en line 10. If yeu do not have an Ohlo diver
license or state 1D card, you must provide the (ast four degits of your
Social Secunty number on kne 10, If you have neither, please wiite
"Mone.”

Residency Requirements

Your voling residence ls the location that you consider to be a
permanent, not & temparary, residence. Your voting residence |s the
place in which your habitation |s fixed and to which, whenewer yau
are absent, you Intend to return. If you do not heve & fixed place of
habitation, but you are a conslstent or ragular inhabitant of a shelter
or other lacation to which you intend to return, you may use that
shelter or other location as your residence for purposes of
registering to vote. f you have questions about your specific
regidency circumstances, you may contact your local board of
electiona for further Information.

Your Signature

In the area below the arraw In Box 14, please write your cursive,
hand-written signature or make your legal mark, taking care that it
does not tauch the surrounding lines so when It is digitally imaged
by your county board of electons it can effectively be used to
identify your signature.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS
GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

| @iz [7] Registering as an Ohio veter || Updating my address | Updating my name FOR BOARD
1. Are you a LS. citlzen? | | Yes [] Me USE ONLY
2. Wil you be a1 least 16 years of age on or before the next general election? Yes [] Ne 550;‘::“5
IF YOU ANSWERED NO TO EITHER OF THE QUESTIOMS, DO NOT COMPLETE THIS FORM.

A Lt KT First Kame: Widaks Marvas oF Indial e City, Wilaga, Townatip
& truse Kumber s St (Enter naw sodress f changed| ApLarLol® & Gty or Poal Office & FIP Coda Vimrd

T. fucitorol badng Adsrce (¥ necanaarny) B County (whara you iva | Pragingt

2 Brtncate (MDD YY) (nguires) 1. Obba driver bcermse numbar, sieie 10 card rumiber, OF laal four digits of Sociel Security number ||P“mNMIMu|“rr| School Diabicl

s formm of I reqeine fa b lsted o provided)

12 PREVIOUS ADORESS I UPDATING CURRENT REGISTRATION - Prowous House Mermbar and Shest Congransional Dinkizt

Fresdous City or Fost Offce

19 CHANGE OF HAME OHLY Forme: Legal Keme

Former Sgnaturs

14, | declare wder penalty of election falsification | am a citizen of the United States, will hawve kved in thés state for 30 days Immediately
preceding the nest election, and will ke at least 18 years of age at the tme of the general election.

Your Signature ¥ Date (MRTE YY)

D | compheted this fom on befall of e applicart due to desbilily. Blindnees, or
Miaracy. | attast that thi applicant indicated that ha'sha desinad o egster (o vola
or updale e apphcant's rame or medence.

igraura ol sxsuter for mpplea! in soooranes with FLG. S905.18)C).




Voter Registration Form

| @ | Registering as an Ohio voter | | Updating my address | Updating my name

1. Are you a LS. oitlzen? | | Yes | | No
2. Wil you be at least 18 years of age on or before the next general election? | | Yes | Nao
IF YOU ANSWERED NO TO EITHER OF THE QUESTIONS, DO NOT COMPLETE THIS FORM.

A Liesk Mwe Firsl ame Rihahy Fama of |ritkyl Jr i wie

4 Houss humbar snd Treat B new sddeess | changed) Apt arLoi® 5 City or Poal Gffice £ HP Goda

L L N r=———— E ounty (wtena yau iva|

0 Bl (MPATO S | i) M. Cihiz drivar boermss numbar, sisis 1D cerd number, OF L four digits of Socil Sscunty rumser | 44, Phong Mermbssr deimiarn]
rars b ol 1D mgures o be oded o proseded)




Voter Registration Form

14. | declare under panalty of elechon falsificaton | am a cibzen of the United States, will have bved o thes state for 30 days immediataly
preceding the next election, and will b2 at least 18 years of age at the tme of the general election.

| cormpledesd this. form on befall of e applicart duns o desbilly. Blirdnees, or
Your Signature ¥ Date (MWDDATYY) [ Miaracy. | attast that tha apelicant indicalod that hafsha dasined 1o ragistar to vota

or updals e applcen = rams or medance

Eigrefure of sk for applcan! in acoordance with RS, 505 18)CL




Signhature

= |f you are unable to sign your name, you may write an X
on the signature line, then have someone who witnesses
you making that mark sign the form.

= |f you are unable to sign your name, you may also use
assistive technology or a device such as a signature
stamp to sign the voter registration form.



Change of nhame or address

If you have moved or changed your name since the last
election, fill out a new voter registration form with the
change of name or address section completed.

12 FEEFIOUS ADDOHESS M UPCETIRG CLERAERT IECGETRESTION - Frasous Houss Momibss a0d Shest
Prestous City o Foet Cffon Capniy |3m

13, CHARNGE CF HAME OHLY Fomma: Legal N Former Eigrl.ﬂluru




After registering

You will receive a postcard or letter from the Board of
Elections before Election Day notifying you of your
precinct and the address of your polling location.




Step 2:
. Educate




Where to find information

o Vote 411 website: The League of Women Voters provides factual
information about voting, issues and candidates. They do not
endorse candidates or political parties.
https://www.vote411.org/ballot

o Summit County Board of Elections website: You can find a
sample ballot for an upcoming election here.
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/summit/



https://www.vote411.org/ballot
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/summit/

Where to find information

o Candidates’ websites: Many candidates have websites
where you can find information about their experience and
their views about important issues. (Note that these sites can
offer their opinions not just facts.)

e News sources: Many print, broadcast and online sites offer
election information. (Note that social media is not regulated
and can include misleading or untruthful information.)

e Check the reliability and bias of news sources



https://adfontesmedia.com/interactive-media-bias-chart/
https://adfontesmedia.com/interactive-media-bias-chart/




Choices for voting

= Early by mail

= Early in-person

= |n-person on Election Day

= Remote ballot marking system



Early voting

SUMMIT COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

& o, oT
14*_ DROP BOX




Early voting by mail

= Any registered voter can vote by mail without a reason or excuse.
= You must complete an Absentee Ballot Application.

= Absentee Ballot Applications can be found at Secretary of State or
Summit County Board of Elections websites:

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-voting



https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-voting
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-voting
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-voting

Farm 11-A Presorbed by the Dhie Secretany of State (04/2025)

L E L}
Absentee Ballot Application

RC 350903, 350524 plesse print clearly fhighlighted fields are required)

1) Your name

First: Middle:
Last: Suffix

2) Your contact information jrecommended)
Cantact information will be wged by the board of elections to contact you (n o Hmely marner If vour application 5 incomplete.

Telephone Number: Email:
3) Your home address at which you are registered to vote fno 2.0, Sowes or poiling place addnesses)
Street Address:
City: County: State: OH  ZIp:

4) The address where you receive mail (i dfferent thon ahove)

Street Address for 2.0, Boul
Clity: State: ZIP:
5) Your date of birth:

6) Your identification
Provide OME of the following:

A, Write in the last four digits of your Social Security number:

[ J ®
B. Write in your Chio driver license number or state |0 card number:
C. A COPY of a different form of current photo identification (a driver license, state | card, or interim ID form
issued by the Ohio BMV; a US passport or passport card; or a US military ID card, Ohio National Guard ID card, or

US Department of Veterans Affairs ID card). The copy of the photo ID must indude images of the front and back,
except for a passport which must include the passport's identification page.

7) Election in which you would like to vote juv must complere o separate application far each election)
(| November General Election [ Special Election Date:

Primary Election Date:

If a primary election is selected, indicate the type of ballat you would like to receive by selecting OMNE of the following:

Democratic [ Libertarian [[] Republican [] Issues Only
Important: if selecting a partisan ballor in g primany election, the ballod will include all questions and issues winich the vater i eligible fo vote,

8) Affirmation
= | understand that, per Ohie law, the board of elections must recelve this request no later than the dose of business seven
days befare Election Day.
# | understand that if an absertes ballot s mailed to me and | change my mind and go to my polling place to vote an
Election Day, | will be required to vote & provisional ballat.

= | understand that if | do not provide the board with all of the required information, my application cannet be processed.
= | hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, that | am a qualified elector and the statements above are true.

Signature X

Today's Date:

9) | am interested in serving as a poll worker on Election Day. (optional) [ Yes [ No

I WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATIOM IS GUILTY OF A FELOMY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.




Absentee Ballot Application

= Print the form and fill out all highlighted fields
OR complete it online.

= Provide one form of identification:
» Last 4 digits of Social Security number
» Ohio driver’s license number or state ID card number

» Photocopy of a current photo ID (US passport,
US military ID, US Department of Veterans Affairs ID)

= Mark the box for the November General Election.




Absentee Ballot Application

= Sign and date the form.
= Mail the Absentee Ballot Application no later than October 23, 2025
= OR take it to the Board of Elections by October 28, 2025

= Mail or take the Absentee Ballot Application to:

Summit County Board Of Elections
1050 East Tallmadge Avenue
Akron, Ohio 44310

= You will receive your ballot in the mail.




Absentee ballot

= After you get your Absentee Ballot, complete and return the voted
ballot using the enclosed return envelope.

= You can mall your ballot to the Summit County Board of Elections.
The safest way is to take it to the Post Office and have the Post
Office employee check to make sure it has enough postage.

= You can also take your ballot to the Summit County Board of
Elections at 1050 East Tallmadge Avenue, Akron.

= Someone you designate can also deliver your ballot by taking it
into the Board of Elections at 1050 East Tallmadge Avenue and
signing a form.



Absentee ballot

Deliver or mail your ballot to:
Summit County Board Of Elections

1050 East Tallmadge Avenue
Akron, Ohio 44310
If you or your representative will deliver your ballot in person,

the Board of Elections must receive your ballot by 7:30 pm on
November 4, 2025.

If you mail your ballot, it must be postmarked by November 3
and received by the Board of Elections by November 8.



Advantages:
4+ \oting by mail allows you to vote from the safety and comfort
of your own home.

4+ You decide when to vote, at your convenience.
+ Someone you choose can help you complete your ballot.

+ Someone you choose can deliver your ballot.

+ A photo |.D. is not required.

4+ Your vote is complete before Election Day. You can sit back
and relax!




Disadvantages:

Early voting by mail

— You must make sure that your ballot goes to the
Board of Elections in time.

— You have to deliver your ballot yourself, or find

someone willing to deliver your ballot, or mail your
ballot.

— If you mail your ballot, you have to provide postage
(stamps).



Form for family member

| E— |
0 Family Member Absentee Ballot Delivery Attestation

RC. 3509.05, RC. 3599.21(A)(9)

, hereby attest that |

full name of assdor

am returning a ballot for

full name of voter
a family member defined under RC 3509.05 and that | am one of the following: spouse of the
voter, the father, mother, father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother, or
sister of the whole or half blood, or the son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent,
stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the voter.

Signature X

Today's Date:




Form for other delegated person

| E |
1 Disabled Voter Absentee Ballot Delivery Attestation

VRA Sedfion 208

, hereby attest that |

full name of asssor

am returning a ballot for
full name of voter ’

who has designated me to assist them. The person | am assisting is a disabled voter, as defined by
state or federal law, and | am not the voter's employer or agent of that employer or officer or
agent of the voter's union under Section 208 of the Voting Rights Act, 52 U.S.C. §10508.

Signature X

Today's Date:

WHOEVER COMMITS HLECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THEFIFTH DEGREE



Early voting
INn person

SUMMIT COUN
D OF

New

> location!




Early voting in person

= Early voting begins the day after voter registration closes.

= You can vote early in person beginning October 7, 2025.

= All early in-person voting takes place at:

Summit County Board Of Elections
1050 East Tallmadge Avenue
Akron, Ohio 44310

New
location!




Early voting in person

You must show a valid government-issued photo
identification.

 Ohio driver's license or State of Ohio ID card
Interim ID form issued by the Ohio BMV

A US passport or US passport card

US military ID card or Ohio National Guard ID card
US Department of Veterans Affairs ID card



Your rights when you vote

e You can bring any materials you need—including your
phone, pamphlets, voter guides, or your own notes.

e You have the right to request and use a ballot marking
device, an accessible voting machine with headphones to
listen to your ballot and tactile keypad, touch screen and
sip and puff device to mark your ballot.

e You have the right to vote alone, if that's what you prefer.

e You have the right to take as long as you need to vote.




Assistance for voters with disabilities

= You can have help with voting from anyone you choose,
except a candidate on the ballot in that precinct, your
employer or a union representative.

= You can have help with voting from two poll workers (each
of a different political party).

= Anyone who helps you can only help you with the process
of voting, such as understanding the machine, making
something accessible, or clarifying instructions. They are
not allowed to tell you who or what to vote for or tell other
people about how you voted.




Curbside voting

= The Early Voting Center is accessible for people with
physical disabilities.
= |f you are physically unable to enter the building, you have

the option of curbside voting. Look for designated curbside
parking places at the Board of Elections.

= Call the Board using the phone number that is posted on a

sign near the curbside voting parking places. Two poll
workers from different political parties bring a ballot to your
vehicle, and you can vote while sitting in your venhicle.




Advantages:.

Early voting in person

+ You decide when to vote, during scheduled dates and times.

4+ You can use curbside voting if you are not able to enter the
building.

+ You can choose someone to help you complete your ballot
correctly — but they do not tell you how to vote.

4+ Your vote is complete before Election Day. You can sit back
and relax!



Disadvantages:
Early voting in person

— If you live far from Tallmadge Avenue in Akron, it may be
hard to get to the Summit County Board of Elections.

— You can vote only during scheduled dates and times.

— You may have to wait in line to vote.

— You must show a government-issued |.D. such as a
driver’s license or state |.D. card.



Voting on
Election
DEYY;




Voting on Election Day

= You vote on Tuesday, November 4, 2025.
= Voting hours: 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

= You vote at your designated polling place. You cannot go to
another polling location.

= You must provide required identification.



Curbside voting
at your polling place

= On Election Day, you can send another person into the
polling location to inform poll workers of your desire to
vote curbside.

= To get more information about curbside voting on Election
Day at your polling location, contact the Summit County
Board of Elections at 330-643-5200.



Acceptable forms of identification

You must show a valid government-issued photo identification.

» Ohio driver's license or State of Ohio ID card

* Interim ID form issued by the Ohio BMV

» A US passport or US passport card

* US military ID card or Ohio National Guard ID card
» US Department of Veterans Affairs ID card



Votmg on Election Day

Instructions for marking and casting a ballot are posted
iIn each polling place

= |f you have a question about marking, casting, or
correcting a ballot, ask a Precinct Election Official.

= Vote for no more than the number of choices indicated
for each race or issue.




Advantages:
Voting on Election Day

+ Your polling place is close to your home.

4+ You can vote any time from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 4, 2025.

4+ You can choose someone to help you complete your
ballot correctly — but they can’t tell you how to vote.




Disadvantages:
Voting on Election Day

— If you are sick on Election Day and unable to go to your
polling place, you may not be able to vote.

— |If the weather is bad on Election Day, you may not want
to go out.

— You may have to wait in line to vote.

— You must show a government-issued |.D.



——

Frank LaRose

Remote ballot

———==Imarking system




Remote Ballot Marking System

< A voter with a disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) may use a remote ballot marking system to vote.

< If you would like to take advantage of Ohio’s remote ballot
marking system, you must fill out an application on the Ohio
Secretary of State’s website, download and print it, and mail it to

the address provided.
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/11-qg/



https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/11-g/
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/11-g/
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/11-g/

Remote Ballot Marking System

“* The Board of Elections sends you electronically two
forms and an xml file with your ballot.

“* You use your own accessibility device in your computer
to mark the ballot.

“* You print the completed ballot as a PDF and mail it back
to the Board of Elections.

“» The Board of Elections has a bipartisan team that
remakes the ballot onto an absentee mail ballot and
casts it for you.




What’s on the ballot?




November 4 General Election:

Summit County

s Cities: School board members,
municipal judges, city councill
members

“» Local issues such as tax levies
or local liquor options that
qualify for the ballot

SUMMIT




By October:
Make a plan to vote




How will you vote?

Each way of voting has some advantages and some
disadvantages. It is important to consider your options
before Election Day and decide about the best way of voting

for you. Once you have decided on which way you want to
vote, make a plan.




How will you vote?
Early voting? When will you vote” Pick a day that works for you.

In-person voting”? How will you get to the Early Vote Center or
to your polling place? Make a plan for transportation.

Voting on Election Day? Where is your polling place”? How far
away is it? Your polling place may have changed since the last
election. Confirm the location before Election Day.

What will you need help with”? Who will help you? Make a plan
for assistance.




My Plan to Vote  Part1: Register

=> | am registered to vote at my current address.
d Yes d No d | don’t know

=> | know when to vote.
My next election is Tuesday, November 4, 2025.
| can vote early starting October 7, 2025.

=» | have the right form of ID to vote.
d Yes  No O | will get help from a person | trust.
4 | will ask VoteRiders to help me register.
voteriders.org/freehelp 866-1D-2-VOTE 866-432-8683



https://www.voteriders.org/freehelp/

My Plan to Vote Part 2: Educate

= | know what is on my ballot.
d Yes d No

A | will use vote411.org to learn what's on my ballot.
| will get a sample ballot from the Board of Elections website.
https://lookup.boe.ohio.gov/virapp/summit/pollfinder.aspx

Remember: You can ask for help to do research. You can talk to people you
trust about what's on your ballot. But only you can decide how you vote!
You do not have to tell anyone who or what you vote for.


https://lookup.boe.ohio.gov/vtrapp/summit/pollfinder.aspx

My Plan to Vote

Part 3: Vote and use your power!

Pick one method for how you will vote.
d | will vote early at the Summit County Voting Center, 1050 E Tallmadge Ave

| will go on (date) at (time)

4 | will vote early by mail. Check all that are true:
______ | have requested my absentee ballot.
______Ineed help filling out my ballot.

| sent in or dropped off my ballot.

My ballot has arrived!
| have filled out my ballot.

4 | will vote in person on election day. | will go at (time)
My election day polling place is (address)




Questions?




Useful resources

= Ohio Secretary of State: www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/

= Summit County Board of Elections: https://www.summitcountyboe.gov/

= \oted411.orQ

= Disability Rights Ohio: https://my.lwv.org/ohio/akron-area

= Election Protection: https://www.ohiovoterrights.org/election-protection
= Election Protection Hotline 866-OUR-VOTE  866-687-8683



http://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/
https://www.summitcountyboe.gov/
https://www.summitcountyboe.gov/
https://www.summitcountyboe.gov/
https://my.lwv.org/ohio/akron-area
https://my.lwv.org/ohio/akron-area
https://my.lwv.org/ohio/akron-area
https://www.ohiovoterrights.org/election-protection
https://www.ohiovoterrights.org/election-protection
https://www.ohiovoterrights.org/election-protection
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