
Fiscal Officer Report 

2016-2017 Biennial Audit Results 
On September 19, 2018, the Orange Township Board of Trustees appointed me to 
the position of Orange Township Fiscal Officer after the previous Fiscal Officer 
resigned without advance notice. I will fill the remainder of the unexpired term that 
ends on March 31, 2020. 

Since my appointment I have received many questions and I always strive to 
provide current and up-to-date communication to our residents. The topic I have 
received the most questions on recently concerns the township’s current and past 
audit reports.  I would like to address where we stand today and what is expected 
in our upcoming audit. Please keep in mind that the primary purpose of an audit of 
a township is to assure that the required processes and procedures are in place and 
being followed and to assure compliance with applicable state laws and regulations. 

During the January 22nd meeting of the Orange Township Board of Trustees, the 
results of the recent biennial audit of Orange Township (2016-2017) were 
presented and compared to the results of the previous biennial audit (2014-2015). 
In the 2014-2015 audit, there were a total of 7 negative findings, including 3 that 
the auditor determined to be “noncompliance.” In the 2016-2017 audit, there were 
a total of 12 negative findings, including 8 that the auditor determined to be 
findings of “noncompliance.” The auditor attributed the poor results for both audit 
periods primarily to: 

The absence of required monitoring and controls, including ineffective and/or 
non-existent policies & procedures.  

As to responsibility for these audit results, the auditor referred us to Ohio Revised 
Code 507.021, which clearly states: 
 

“The township fiscal officer may delegate to an assistant any of the duties 
the fiscal officer is otherwise required to perform. The appointment of 
assistants under this section does not relieve the township fiscal officer of 
responsibility to discharge the duties of the office but shall serve to provide 
assistance to the fiscal officer in performing those duties.” 

 
On behalf of the township, I provided the following response to the Auditor of State 
regarding the 12 items listed in the Schedule of Findings that were included in the 
2016-2017 Audit Report:  

“I was appointed Fiscal Officer of Orange Township on September 19, 2018. 
Since the Audit Period (2016-2017) predated my appointment, I am not 
responsible for the material weaknesses, significant deficiencies, or non-
compliance that were found during the audit. However, I take all of these 
findings very seriously and will work diligently to address them and make any 
corrections that are required. I will also take advantage of every opportunity 



for training and education and will use the Local Government Services and 
the Auditor of State’s offices appropriately to assure that we are adhering to 
all requirements and best practices.” 

Unfortunately, most of the problems found by the auditor continued into 2018 and 
will, therefore, again cause poor results in our 2018 audit, which will be completed 
by the Auditor of State’s staff in early 2019. 

According to the Auditor of State’s description of the duties of a Township Fiscal 
Officer, they include the following: 

“To oversee and safeguard the township funds and work with the trustees to 
see monies are spent wisely and in the best interest of the residents. It is a 
checks and balance system that generally works very well.” 

I have already made changes to many policies and procedures to improve 
effectiveness and to take advantage of best practices being followed in other 
townships. I will work closely with the trustees and with township department 
heads in the appropriations process and in their efforts to properly manage their 
budgets. When communicating with the Trustees and with the residents of our 
township I will provide useful financial information, not just financial data. 

Copies of the recent audits of Orange Township are available on the Orange 
Township website or by contacting the Orange Township Fiscal Office. 

 
Wesley W. Mayer 
Orange Township Fiscal Officer 


