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Levon and Friends
An Evening of Piano, Violin, and Vocals

Prelude Dinner and Concert

Wednesday, January 5                                                  
Levon Ambartsumian, Violin
Evgeny Rivkin, Piano
Shakhida Ambartsumian, Violin
Anna Ambartsumian, Violin and Vocals 
Alexander Ambartsumian, Violin
The Lake Club
6:30 p.m. Prelude Dinner, and Concert 
$64.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. December  3

Prelude Dinner Menu
First Plate

Winter Vegetable Potage, Cheese and Herb Puff Pastry Crisp

Main Plate
Burgundy Braised Beef Short Rib, Truffled Potato Puree 

Buttered Haricot Vert, Sauce Bordelaise

Pastry
Flourless Chocolate Torte, Red Berry Coulis

Join UGA Regents and Franklin Professor of Music Levon Ambartsumian, UGA 
Professor of Piano Evgeny Rivkin, and the Ambartsumian Family - Shakhida, 

Anna, and Alexander, for a beautiful concert showcasing various countries and 
epochs. Music from Baroque, Classical, and Romantic periods, followed by works 
of contemporary Russian composers will provide an unforgettable musical journey. 



4   www.LingerLongerLiving.com

Seen/Unseen
Hidden Lives in a Community of Enslaved Georgians

Author Talk and Discussion

“Illuminates a subject that has been buried in whitewashed stereotypes. . . . Seen/
Unseen has an immediacy and a freshness that makes compelling reading.” 

    – Pete McCommons
        Flagpole Magazine

Monday, January 10                                                 
Christopher Lawton
Director of Experiential Learning, Putnam County Charter School System
Laura Nelson
History Ph.D. Student, Princeton University
Randy Reid
Chair, Humanities Department, Athens Academy
The Rock House 
5:00 p.m. Cocktails 
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. December 10

For all we think we know of American slavery, 
the reality is that we often repeat only 

a few stories of the lives of enslaved people. 
Seen/Unseen: Hidden Lives in a Community of 
Enslaved Georgians (UGA Press, 2021) offers 
a crucial addition. Drawn from thousands of 
archived letters, this volume tells the previously 
unknown tale of the people held in bondage 
by one of the wealthiest and most politically 
prominent families in the United States. This 
vibrant community, composed of hundreds of 
people, fought to remain connected despite 
laboring on plantations and in houses spread 
across 250 miles from Athens to Milledgeville 
to Americus. Theirs is a story of anguish in the 
face of injustice, struggle, and perseverance, 
and ultimately, survival. Most importantly, it 
is a story about making, fighting for, and living 
lives that were all their own.

Please join us for an evening with historians Christopher Lawton, Laura 
Nelson, and Randy Reid, authors of Seen/Unseen, as they discuss the lives and 

experiences of the enslaved people at the center of this exceptional community. 
All proceeds from book sales at this event will go to support a local educational 
foundation for area children.
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Food, Glorious Food Writing
Telling Stories through Food
Three Day Writers Workshop

Author and writing expert Clara Silverstein, and eight time cookbook 
author and cooking instructor Rebecca Lang team up to lead you through 

activities that open your taste buds and your creativity.

Monday, January 17 - Wednesday, January 19                                                 
Clara Silverstein, Author and Writing Instructor
Rebecca Lang, Author and Cooking Instructor, Rebecca Lang Cooks
The Rock House 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. daily
$175.00 per person, includes cocktails and bar snacks; Class limited to 20 people 
Reservations begin 1 p.m. December 17

Whether you live to eat, or eat to live, you spend time each week preparing, 
ordering, and savoring food. Have fun exploring food as a subject in your 

writing. Take a closer look at your kitchen and favorite restaurants, and use 
information to build stories with larger themes about cravings, family gatherings, 
travel, and more. Each class will include an overall theme with a video introduction 
and pointers from Rebecca Lang, brief readings from published authors, and in-
class writing activities led by Clara Silverstein. Homework is optional. Enjoy this 
opportunity to spark your appetite and your writing.  

Clara Silverstein is the author of three cookbooks, including The New England 
Soup Factory Cookbook with chef Marjorie Druker, a top-selling soup title on 

Amazon. She has also published a non-fiction book about an amusement park 
near Boston, the historical novel Secrets in a House Divided, and the memoir 
White Girl: A Story of School Desegregation. A former food writer at the Boston 
Herald, her articles and recipes have appeared in the Oxford Encyclopedia of Food 
and Drink in America, Runner’s World, Hemispheres, and The Boston Globe. She has 
directed the Chautauqua Writers’ Center, and taught writing at Boston University 
and at Grub Street Writers in Boston. Raised in Richmond, Virginia, Clara and her 
husband are the parents of two children and live near Boston.
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Recent Developments at the Supreme Court
Lecture and Discussion

Monday, January 31                                                
Dan T. Coenen, Professor
Josiah Meigs Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Harmon W. Caldwell Chair in Constitutional Law
University of Georgia 
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. December 31

Join professor Dan Coenen on a discussion of major subjects before the Court 
during the current term — including abortion, gun rights, and religious liberty. 

Among other things, he will reflect on how changes in the membership of the 
Court have affected the Court’s approach to these matters. 

Dan T. Coenen has served on the University of Georgia School of Law 
faculty since 1987. He teaches in the areas of contracts and constitutional 

law. Professor Coenen will approach this lecture as someone who has taught 
constitutional law for more than 30 years and who once served as a law clerk for 
a Supreme Court Justice.
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English Proverb

“from little acorns                         mighty oaks do grow”
An old English proverb –“from little acorns mighty oaks do grow”– reminds us 
that little seeds mature into mighty generations. Similarly, our knowledge and 
intellect are strengthened by the seeds of cultural experience. At Reynolds 
Lake Oconee, we have chosen the acorn to represent the seeds of our cultural 
experience. The acorn is the fruit of Georgia’s state tree, the Live Oak, and offers 
much symbolism as we prepare an exciting series of programs to entertain and 
enlighten you. The Linger Longer Living cultural lifestyle programs combine 
the best of visual and performing arts (including exhibitions, music, lectures, and 
instruction) with a uniquely diverse audience to create an unparalleled cultural 
experience for the South’s Premier Golfing and Lakeside Destination. Grow 
wise and experience this season of Living.

Join us for an educational and 
entertaining experience with the 
Linger Longer Living series.
To register for these events, please 
contact Reynolds Concierge at 
706.467.1111.

Marie Garrison
Arts & Cultural Director

Reynolds Lake Oconee
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