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To register for these events, please contact Reynolds Concierge at

Higher Education, Technology, and Innovation
Reshaping the Urban Environment
Lecture and Discussion

Wednesday, April 1

Dr. Costas Spirou
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Georgia College and State University
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. February 28

T

his lecture and discussion will examine a recent trend in higher education
as universities are actively investing resources in the creation of innovation
districts. Embedded in the urban environment, the development of these entities
is fueled by the formation of structures to support and attract entrepreneurial
activity, primarily emanating from the commercialization of technology. This
direction has significant implications for both higher education and cities.
Engaging universities with the surrounding communities in this manner
departs from past practices which viewed university campuses as isolated
entities. As a result, the lines of where the university ends and the community
begins are blurred. At the same time, these initiatives are contributing to the
continuous rebirth of the urban core and adjacent neighborhoods. With the
successful revitalization of urban areas in recent years, especially evident in
older industrial centers, young people and empty nesters are returning to
cities. It is within this framework that universities emerge as an anchor in the
advancement of knowledge sectors, encompassing business incubators and
accelerators, research institutes, and startups. These innovation districts have
become magnets for entrepreneurs and others looking for opportunities in a
fast paced and rapidly unfolding technology-based economy.

D

r. Spirou’s research interests and scholarship center on mayoral leadership,
public policy, technology and political sociology, urban affairs, and
governance. He has also written about downtown revival, the politics of
stadiums and convention centers, and urban tourism and sustainability. He
has served as the Provost at Georgia College since 2019.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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Liza Stepanova Piano Studio in Concert
An Evening of Exquisite Piano Music
Prelude Dinner and Concert

Tuesday, April 14

Liza Stepanova, Pianist, Professor and Director
Graduate Students of Liza Stepanova Piano Studio
UGA Hugh Hodgson School of Music
The Lake Club
6:30 p.m. Cocktails, Prelude Dinner, and Concert
$64.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. March 13

Prelude Dinner Menu
First Plate
Caprese Salad, Baby Tomatoes, Ciliegine Mozzarella
Torn Basil, Balsamic Vinaigrette
Main Plate
Roast Golden Tilefish, Parmesan Risotto, Green Peas, Arugula Salad
Pastry
Mixed Berry Tartelette, Vanilla Cream

A

cclaimed Juilliard-trained pianist
and UGA professor Liza Stepanova
returns to Reynolds alongside her
most talented graduate students for an
evening of pianistic fireworks for two,
four, and six hands. The graduate student
concert will feature music by some of
the most beloved classical composers
from Chopin to Rachmaninoff including
piano favorites Clair de Lune and the
ragtime Serpent’s Kiss.

S

tepanova has performed around
the world at Carnegie Hall and the
Kennedy Center, and her students are
rapidly gaining recognition as well.
Several of this evening's performers
have soloed with the UGA Symphony
Orchestra as winners of the university’s
prestigious
Concerto
Competition
and have been featured in recital at
New York's Steinway Hall. Others are
also recipients of numerous awards
and have performed at international
festivals in Hungary, Peru, and most recently, at Europe’s Prague Piano Festival.
Dive into the gorgeous atmosphere of classical masterworks in this not-to-miss
event for all lovers of beautiful music performed by five award-winning young
artists alongside their teacher. For more information on Liza Stepanova please
visit her website at www.liza-stepanova.com.
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Dancing with Kings

Theatrical Dancing from European Courts to Concert Stages
Lecture and Demonstration

Thursday, April 16

Lisa Fusillo, Professor of Dance
UGA Department of Dance
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. March 16

I

n this lecture-demonstration, audience members
will learn, see, and experience the history and
traditions of dance styles from the court dances
of the Renaissance, leading into the romantic
ballets of the 19th century, and concluding with
new dances of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Demonstrations will be performed by members of
the UGA Dance Repertory Project.

L

isa Fusillo began her professional ballet
training at the Washington School of Ballet
in Washington, D.C. and later studied in New
York, London, Copenhagen, and St. Petersburg
(Russia). Fusillo holds the Professional Teaching
Diploma from the Royal Ballet School in London
and certifications from American Ballet Theatre
and the New York City Ballet Education Department. She has performed, taught,
and choreographed internationally and was a Fulbright Scholar in Taiwan. Dr.
Fusillo has received four National Endowment of the Arts grants and is a General
Sandy Beaver Teaching Professor at UGA. In the fall of 2019, Dr. Fusillo taught
with the UGA at Oxford program at the University of Oxford in England. Most
recently, her scholarly research has been presented at conferences in Germany,
Portugal, and Russia. Professor Fusillo is the founder and artistic director of the
UGA Dance Repertory Project dance company.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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Sea Turtles

The Vestige of Reptilian Life in the Ocean
Lecture and Discussion

Monday, April 20

Jeb Byers
UGA Odum School of Ecology
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. March 20

A

round 500 years ago, Christopher
Columbus reported that sea
turtles were so abundant that “it
seemed the ships would run aground
on them.” Now they are one of our
planet’s most imperiled group of
species. Sea turtles have crazy diets
like jellyfish and sponges. Their long
distance migrations are legendary,
their biology is fascinating, and
the Georgia coast is one of their
abundant mating grounds. Come
hear Dr. Byers engage us with details
about these iconic and charismatic species. As is typical for Dr. Byers, he will use lots
of vibrant photos, videos, and audience participation and draw upon his first-hand
accounts of his studies. Dr. Byers is a dynamic lecturer and the recipient of UGA’s
highest award for teaching in 2017. For more information on Jeb Byers please visit
his website http://jebyers.ecology.uga.edu/.
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Viola Only: Never Lonely
Prelude Dinner and Concert

Monday, April 27

Katrin Meidell, Viola
Assistant Professor of Music
The Joyce and Henry Schwob School of Music
Columbus State University, Columbus, Georgia
The Rock House
6:30 p.m. Cocktails, Prelude Dinner, and Concert
$64.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. March 27

Prelude Dinner Menu
First Plate
Slow Roasted Heirloom Carrots, Spiced Yogurt, Pistachio
Orange Segments and Radish
Main Plate
Goat Cheese and Ricotta Crepes, Pulled Lamb Shank, Garlic Spinach
Pastry
Mango Tartelette, Raspberries, Toasted Coconut

O

n this night the viola will sing! Dr. Katrin
Meidell will perform works for solo
viola, from the 18th through 21st centuries.
Compositions by Germans Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685-1750) and Max Reger (1873-1916)
sandwich a work of living US composer Scott
Slapin (b. 1974). Each is a lyrical masterpiece
that showcases the mellow, captivating, and
beautiful sounds of The Fiddle in the Middle, the
string instrument whose timbre is closest to that
of the human voice.

K

atrin Meidell, DMA, enjoys a prolific career
as a performer, pedagogue, and lecturer.
Her diverse abilities have taken her across
the USA, to Canada, Finland, Austria, Poland,
Brazil, the Netherlands, and New Zealand. A
strong proponent of new music, she consistently
premieres works commissioned by and written
for her. In addition to frequent solo and
orchestral engagements, she performs chamber music on a regular basis, often
with Violet (www.duetviolet.com), of which she is a founding member.

D

r. Meidell holds degrees from Boston University, New England Conservatory,
and the University of North Texas. She served previously on the faculty of Ball
State University, and has taught at the Schwob School of Music, Columbus State
University, since Fall 2018. When not working, she enjoys outdoor activities and
knitting. She blogs about her musical life at www.katrinmeidell.com.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111

7

The Changing Face of Religion, Spirituality, and Faith
Lecture and Discussion

The religious landscape of the US continues to change at a rapid clip.
Sixty five percent of American adults describe themselves as Christians when
asked about their religion, down 12 percentage points over the past decade.
Meanwhile, the religiously unaffiliated share of the population, consisting of
people who describe their religious identity as atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in
particular,” now stands at 26%, up from 17% in 2009.”
						

– Pew Research

Wednesday, May 6

Dr. Greg DeLoach
Interim Dean McAfee School of Theology of Mercer University
The Lake Room, The Landing Clubhouse
7:00 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 pm April 6

T

he structure and practice of the church is changing and emerging with each
generation. How do these emerging trends in the church affect religion and
faith in North America? Can one be spiritual without being religious? What
looks the same and how are things different? What will become of churches,
synagogues, and other places of worship? As we look at shifting demographics
we will also examine our own evolutions in our respective practices of the faith
in this Lake Oconee Community Church lecture and discussion.

D

r. C. Gregory DeLoach is the interim dean of the James and Carolyn McAfee
School of Theology of Mercer University and also serves as Mercer’s director of
development for McAfee and the College of Professional Advancement. A native of
Eatonton, Dr. DeLoach has pastored congregations throughout Georgia for nearly
three decades, including in Mansfield, Chickamauga, Marietta, and Augusta.
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Southern Stories with Kristy Woodson Harvey
Author Talk and Discussion

"Only Kristy Woodson Harvey can make sense of the sometimes
devastating, often-times delicious dilemmas faced by the protagonists
of her newest perfect beach read Feels Like Falling.”
					

– Mary Kay Andrews

Thursday, May 7

Kristy Woodson Harvey, Author and Design Blogger
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 7

K

risty Woodson Harvey, called “the next major voice in Southern fiction,” (Elin
Hilderbrand) will speak to how stories and people in her own life influenced
the writing of her novels Dear Carolina, Lies and Other Acts of Love, and her Peachtree
Bluff Series. Kristy will share how losing her home to Hurricane Florence and a
chance meeting in a local drugstore were some of the main factors that led to
writing her latest novel Feels Like Falling. She will also discuss how her hugely
popular blog, Design Chic, spurred the creation of the leading character in this
new book.

B

est selling author Kristy Woodson
Harvey is the winner of the
Lucy Bramlette Patterson Award for
Excellence in Creative Writing, and a
finalist for the Southern Book Prize.
Her work has been optioned for film
and her books have received numerous
accolades. She blogs daily with her
mom Beth Woodson to more than
400,000 readers on her interior design
blog, Design Chic, about how creating
a beautiful home can be the catalyst
for creating a beautiful life. Her writing
has appeared in numerous publications
and websites, including Southern Living,
Traditional Home, Parade, USA Today,
Domino, Our State and O. Henry. She
is a proud member of the Tall Poppy
Writers, serves on the board of Beaufort
Historical Association, and is a member
of the University of North Carolina’s
Women’s Leadership Council. She lives
on the NC coast with her husband and
son.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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Dispatches from the Trade Battleground

Winners and Losers from Trade Wars and Free Trade
Lecture and Discussion

Monday, May 11

Jeffrey Dorfman, State Fiscal Economist
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 10

T

he U.S. is involved in a number
of contentious trade disputes at
the moment and needs to negotiate
a trade agreement with Britain as it
leaves the European Union. Georgia is
the 12th most trade-dependent state
in the U.S., so international trade is
very important to our economy. In this
program we will discuss when both
trade wars and free trade are good or
bad for different groups of Americans.

J

effrey Dorfman is a professor of
economics at The University of
Georgia and currently serves Governor Brian P. Kemp as the State Fiscal Economist.
In that role he helps forecast state revenue, advises on economic policy, and
carefully monitors Georgia’s economic condition.
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Far Beyond the Gates

An Evening with Author Philip Lee Williams
Reading and Discussion
Williams is a master storyteller. Here, writing with characteristic style and
humor, he summons the presiding genius of Faulkner and delivers a moving
story of the human heart in conflict with itself. This is a welcome addition to
this writer’s remarkable body of work.
– Judson Mitcham, award-wining novelist and poet, former Poet Laureate of Georgia,
and a member of the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame

Wednesday, May 13

Philip Lee Williams
Author, 2010 Inductee to the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 13

I

n Far Beyond the Gates, the revered
Pulitzer-Prize winning professor Pratt
McKay struggles to tell the one story that
might rescue Lucy, the daughter he loves
– the story of his own painful history.
Told in double-journal form by Lucy
and her father, Far Beyond the Gates is a
story of love’s cost and necessity and the
achingly hard job of making love work
in a woman’s life. Early readers have
said that this book “marries the power
of Williams’s prose with the beauty
if his poetry. The result is a narrative
full of enchanting characters, engaging
dialogue, and sustained suspense whose
imagery and insight resonate long after
the final page . . .”

S

pend an intriguing evening with Phil
as he reads a selection from his latest work and discusses the book and how it
came to be with the audience.

P

hilip Lee Williams is the much-honored author of numerous volumes of
fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction. He won the 2004 Michael Shaara
Award for the best Civil War novel published in the U.S. He has also been named
Georgia Author of the Year four times in three different categories and is a
winner of a Georgia Governor’s Award in the Humanities. He is a winner of the
Townsend Prize for Fiction and is a member of the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame.
Far Beyond the Gates is his twentieth published book and his thirteenth novel.
For more information on Philip Lee Williams please visit his website at www.
philipleewilliams.com.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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Levon and Friends in Concert

Violin, Piano, and Vocals From Around the Globe
Prelude Dinner and Concert

Monday, May 18

Levon Ambartsumian, Violin
Evgeny Rivkin, Piano
Shakhida Ambartsumian, Violin
Anna Ambartsumian, Violin and Vocals
Alexander Ambartsumian, Violin
The Lake Club
6:30 p.m. Cocktails, Prelude Dinner, and Concert
$64.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 17

Prelude Dinner Menu
First Plate
Creamed Sweet Corn and Crab Chowder
Main Plate
Grilled Pork Tenderloin Medallions, Cheesy Grits, Swiss Chard
Pastry
Chocolate Panna Cotta, Candied Orange, Almonds

L

evon and Friends will take us on another fascinating musical tour through
countries and epochs from 17th century to the present. Gems by Frederic
Handel, W. A. Mozart, Robert and Clara Schumann, Milii Balakirev, Sergei
Prokofiev, and Ernest Charles will take you to Russia, Germany, Austria,
France, and America. This evening of romantic music will be performed by
UGA Regents and Franklin Professor of Music Levon Ambartsumian, UGA
Professor of Piano Evgeny Rivkin, and the Ambartsumian Family - Shakhida,
Anna, and Alexander Ambartsumian.
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Entertaining with Georgia Grown
Hands-on Hors d’oeuvres Workshop

Wednesday, May 20

Holly Chute, Georgia Grown Executive Chef
The Rock House
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Workshop
$20.00 per person (includes supplies and signature cocktail)
Class limited to 12 people
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 20

G

eorgia Grown is the state’s premier agricultural marketing and development
program for farmers, producers, and businesses within the Georgia Department
of Agriculture. Holly Chute has worked extensively and exclusively with Georgia
farmers and producers throughout her six administrations at the Georgia Governor’s
mansion, and in her current role as Executive Chef of the Georgia Grown program.
She has dedicated her career to promoting the culinary possibilities in Georgia’s
thriving local food economy, and has become a powerhouse of knowledge and
creativity in the Georgia Grown program. Her passion has taken her from educating
consumers at festivals with cooking demonstrations using local products, to traveling
around the world promoting Georgia Grown internationally.

T

his workshop will be an introduction to preparing hors d’oeuvres suitable for
any gathering, using Georgia grown products. The recipes have been selected
to show the wide range of products available in our state. These will be simple,
delicious, and easy to prepare dishes that are designed to impress your guests.
Attendees will be divided into groups of two to three people each. Each group
will be provided with a recipe, ingredients, and all tools and equipment needed to
prepare one hors d’oeuvre. After each team has completed their hors d’oeuvre,
we will enjoy them and discuss each dish, as well as how to further incorporate
seasonal Georgia products into other events and into your everyday life. This will be
a fun relaxed evening, designed to spur your creativity and help you think outside
your comfort zone. The workshop is for all cooking levels. Dress is casual; bring
an apron and everything else will be provided.For more information on Georgia
Grown please visit their website at www.Georgiagrown.com.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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NOLA Jazz Krewe

A Musical Promenade from The Big Easy to The Big Apple
Prelude Dinner and Concert
New Orleans’ music, whether it’s easy jazz or lively mambo, perfectly
expresses the city’s pure joie de vivre, as does its motto - laissez les bon
temps rouler - let the good times roll!

Tuesday, May 26

NOLA Jazz Krewe
The Rock House
6:30 p.m. Cocktails, Prelude Dinner, and Concert
$64.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 24

Prelude Dinner Menu
First Plate
Bibb Lettuce, Peaches with White Balsamic Vinaigrette, Feta
Pickled Red Onions, Almonds
Main Plate
Seared Corvina, Rice Pilaf, Creamed Leeks, Tomato Chutney
Pastry
Raspberry Mousse, White Chocolate, Almonds

N

OLA Jazz Krewe showcases a unique
take on the greatest roots of American
jazz. From the streets of New Orleans to
the nightclubs of New York, experience
the songs of the swing era, Mardi Gras,
and the bebop revolution as interpreted
by some of Athens' best musicians. The
vastly varying musical backgrounds and
interests of vocalist SJ Ursrey, pianist Greg
Hankins, guitarist Jeremy Raj, bassist Zack
Milster, and drummer Louis Romanos blend
to create fun new interpretations of jazz
and Mardi Gras. Hits from greats like Ella
Fitzgerald, Louis Armstrong, Dr. John, and
The Meters, as well as beloved and well-known traditionals such as Iko Iko, Li'l
Liza Jane, Carnival Time, and The Mardi Gras Mambo.

S

J’s performance and choral experience from early childhood ranges from
classical and opera to jazz and pop. She never met a song she didn’t want
to sing and her joie de vivre is obvious in her luminous smile and her spirited
singing. Greg’s alluring dry wit rises refreshingly from a classically trained pianist
and opera accompanist; his playfulness and serious manner juxtapose to add a
sweet spice to the NOLA Jazz Krewe musical gumbo. Jeremy’s love of eastern
music merges beautifully with his classical jazz guitar training to create a unique
sound that mixes perfectly with Zack’s easy southern, laid-back and malleable
bass style and with Louis’ truly genuine New Orleans drumming - he studied
music and philosophy in The Big Easy for a decade and a half. These musicians
love working together to bring the many moods of jazz to the table. This will be
a night of fun happy music!
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From the Field Holler to Rock and Roll
The Southern Roots of American Music
Lecture and Discussion

Thursday, May 28

Scott Reynolds Nelson
UGA Humanities, Athletic Association Professor of History
The Rock House
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Program
$5.00 per person
Reservations begin 1 p.m. April 28

T

his lecture will explore how American rock and
roll music grew out of a blending of diverse
musical traditions in the American South. Part of
that blend came from African-American music
of the plantations, including field hollers, ring
shouts, and syncopated sermons. Another part
came from murder ballads composed by ScotchIrish performers in the mountain South. When
Southern railways joined the Deep South to the
Mountain South in the 1870s, a peculiar kind of
folk ballad emerged among trackliners, miners,
and convicts, becoming the foundation for a
new kind of popular music. These American folk
ballads, mixing phrases, accents, and imagery from multiple traditions, circulated
for nearly forty years until they became the basis for the “blues,” the deepest
foundation of rock and roll music. Using musical selections from these traditions,
Scott Nelson will lead us through the South’s slave quarters and hillbilly hideouts
to the birth of rock and roll.

S

cott Reynolds Nelson is the UGA Athletics Association Professor of the Humanities
at the University of Georgia. He teaches in the History Department and is the
author of five books on nineteenth-century American history. The book most
directly connected to this talk is Steel-Drivin’ Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an
American Legend. He teaches a course at UGA called “Southern Cultures: From the
Field Holler to NASCAR.” This talk is drawn, in part, from that course.

For More Information: Contact Reynolds Concierge ~ 706.467.1111
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