
MILWAUKEE’S 30TH STREET CORRIDOR

GREEN TECH STATION

Vents release air and 
odors from the water in 

the Deep Tunnel over 200 
feet below. The tunnel is 
about 17 feet in diameter 
here but increases to 33 
feet as it routes north 
to Hampton, then east 

to follow the Milwaukee 
River south, descending to 
over 300 feet deep on its 
way toward Jones Island, 
where it is pumped up for 

treatment.

Imagine a 200-foot 
waterfall. This concrete 
pad sits above the Deep 
Tunnel drop shaft that 

descends over 200 feet 
below ground. The shaft 
contains a corkscrew that 
slows the water as it falls, 

absorbing its kinetic energy 
to protect the Deep Tunnel 
from damage. Periodically 
a special inspection vehicle 
is lowered into the Deep 

Tunnel via the shaft.

Native plants in the bioswales take up 
water, nutrients, and contaminants. 

Cleaner water passes through the soil 
into pipes routed to the south.

MMSD control building 
for Deep Tunnel next to 

gates that can admit flow 
from two regional sewer 
pipes via a junction box.

Pavilion, benches, 
and shipping 

container support 
events, education, 
and maintenance.

Drone photo by Kareem Benson-White, July 22, 2021

Prairie plants alongside 
poplar and silver maple 

trees are established 
atop clean fill capping 

contaminated soil mounded 
on the north end of this 

3-acre site. Walking paths 
lead to a place of biophilic 

contemplation on this 
transformed brownfield. 
Green Tech Station is an 
island jewel set in a post-

industrial landscape.

Twin V-notch weirs 
admit the same flow 
of stormwater from 
the street into twin 

bioswales. This allows 
researchers to do 

experiments where they 
know the flow rate into 

each bioswale is the 
same. The USGS, for 

example, is studying how 
the bioswales may help 
manage microplastics.

Former Ned’s Pizza site 
adjacent on Capitol Drive

Water from the 
bioswales collects in 
a vault that routes it 
into a 20,000-gallon 
underground cistern 
beneath a plaza of 
rectangular plots 
designed to test 
the infiltration of 
different green 

infrastructure types.

Green Tech Station is a unique site that 
advances Milwaukee’s global leadership in 

green infrastructure technology and practice.

Visitors enter through a gate on N. 31st Street 
just left of a colorful multi-panel mural created 
out of thousands of recycled plastic bottlecaps 
by student interns of the nonprofit ArtWorks 
for Milwaukee.

A cluster of Aldo Leopold benches, made 
by student interns of the nonprofit Reflo 
and painted with custom water stories by 
ArtWorks student interns, sits beneath a 
shade pavilion.

A plaza of green infrastructure test plots 
extends south of the pavilion. The rectangular 
cells are designed for students and researchers 
to study the infiltration of different strategies.

The plaza overlies an underground cistern 
built of over 625 AquaBlox® that together can 
hold 20,000 gallons of water. The cistern holds 
water filtered by twin bioswales north of the 
pavilion that accept stormwater from N. 31st 
Street. The water can be pumped via solar 
pump to irrigate plantings on site, or held until 
slow release into the separated sewer system.

31st & Capitol Drive, 
Hopkins continuing to 

southeast in upper left.

When it rains on 31st Street, 
stormwater flows off the 

street and drains here into 
Green Tech Station.

Northwest Side Community 
Development Corporation holds 
a long-term lease on the site and 
manages tours and programming.

Reflo supported engineering design, 
green infrastructure design and 
construction, and programming for 
Green Tech Station.

The Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage 
District was a funding partner and also 
maintains Deep Tunnel infrastructure 
on the site.

The Redvelopment Authority of 
the City of Milwaukee led the 
redevelopment and brownfield 
remediation on this city-owned site.


