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In This Issue: 
Headlines for new items will be in green 
and highlighted. Newer items will tend to 
be toward the top of the Breeze.  
Headlines for old items will be in red. 
 
*Upcoming Events 

 Monday, July 16, 4:45 PM, Budget 
meeting, Presbytery office 

 Thursday, August 2, 12:30 AM, Erie 
Pastor’s Gathering, Emmanuel  

 Tuesday, August 7, 4:00 PM, 
Committee on Ministry, First Church, 
Titusville 

 All upcoming events can be 
found on the Presbytery 
websites Calendar 

 
*RESOURCE CENTER REVIEW  
Small Church Essentials: Field-Tested 
Principles for Leading a Healthy 
Congregation of Under 250 
Vaters, Karl 

Small does not mean 
unhealthy, insular, 
poorly managed, or 
settling for less. 
Small churches are 
often healthy, 
dynamic, and 
equipped to minister 
to their communities 
in ways that large 

churches just can’t. Both big and small 
churches play vital roles in the kingdom of 
God, but they each require a different set of 
tools. Yet most resources are produced by 
big church pastors and give advice that 
works well for big churches, even though 
most churches are small. And using big 
church tools for small church problems 
doesn’t work. Small Church Essentials is 
about getting the tools to make your small 

 
 
 

 
 

“Empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit through Scripture, our confessions, and 
conscience the Presbytery of Lake Erie journeys with congregations, ruling elders 
and teaching elders as we live, grow, fellowship and witness to the work of God 
through Jesus Christ in today’s changing world.  Recognizing that we are called to 
serve all of God’s children, we do this through shared prayer, worship, training, 
evangelism, and mission to strengthen the dynamic Body of Christ.” 

4B_____________________ 
 
Did you miss the celebration for Rev. Morse 
If you missed the 50 year celebration for Rev. Morse you can check it out 
online. The Presbytery Web Master, Marsha MacKinnon, wrote the article 
Reflection: Hearing God’s Call to share with Presbytery about Rev. Morse 
and his willing to serve even after retirement.  
 
*Our Partners, Our Friends; from Lake Erie to Ghana 
The latest new from the Ghana partnership can be found here in the July 
Update. The Presbytery of Lake Erie has been doing mission work in Ghana 
and building friendships and special bonds along the way.  Check out this 
video that shows just that. 
 
*BOP Employer Agreements Available July 16 
Employers can review, update, and submit their 2019 Employer Agreements 
beginning July 16 on Benefits Connect. October 12 is the last day to submit 
your final 2019 Employer Agreement on Benefits Connect. Annual 
enrollment is open for employees to elect their 2019 benefits is October 29 – 
November 16. Remember to review your benefit groups in the Employer 
Agreement to make sure you have selected the benefits you intended for all 
employees. If you have questions about the Benefits Plan or the benefits 
selection process, call the Board at 800-773-7752 (800-PRESPLAN).  
 
Peace and Global Witness Offering 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of the four offerings received 
across the Presbyterian Church (USA).  It is an offering directed at intentional 
peace efforts.  The actual offering is divided three ways – 25% retained by 
the local congregation for building peace in your community; 25% retained 
by your presbytery; and 50% used at the denominational level to build 
bridges of understanding and peace.  In 2017 a total of twelve churches 
participated in this offering.  And the leaders: 
* In per person giving the leading contributor was Harmonsburg at $4.83 per 
member; followed by Garland, Tionesta and Hartstown. 
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church great. Karl Vaters, a leading voice 
on small church ministry, shares: Why 
many healthy churches do and should stay 
small; How to tackle chronic small church 
issues; How to serve with passion and 
measure success well; How to lead your 
church to fulfill the role only a small 
church can. 
  The Resource Center is staffed 
Monday & Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and is 
open Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m.  It is located in Elmwood 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 2816 
Elmwood Avenue, Erie. Phone: 814 868-
4891 ext. 5; Email: elaine@pbylakeerie.org 
Stop in or check online on the Presbytery 
website to find something to suit your 
needs. 
 
Coordinating Committee and 
Presbytery meetings for 2018: 
For planning purposes the Coordinating 
Committee and Presbytery meetings have 
been announced for 2017: 
Coordinating Committee meetings 
Tuesday, August 28, 3pm, TBA 
Tuesday, October 30, 3pm, Port Allegany 
 
Presbytery meetings 
Saturday, September 29, 10am, Oil City Second 
Saturday, November 17, 10am, Fairview, 
Church of The Cross 
 
*Prayers for Your Colleagues in 
Ministry  
I Thessalonians 5:17 encourage believers to 
‘pray without ceasing.’  In your unceasing 
prayers for others you are encouraged to pray 
for your colleagues in Lake Erie Presbytery as 
well as beyond.  The eNews this year will carry 
the prayer list which has also been distributed 
to the churches of this presbytery.  Pray 
without ceasing for these partners in 
ministry.                
 
July 8 
Girard       
Rev. Nicola Vitiello, Pastor   
Rev. Harvey Boal (HR) 
 
July 15 
North Warren 
Rev. Buddy Ward, Pastor  
Commissioned Pastor Tim Olsen 
Moderator of Presbytery 
    

*In total giving the leading contributor was Harborcreek at $196.50; 
followed by Warren, First Covenant and North East. 
Congratulations on your peace building efforts in your community, your 
presbytery and your denomination! 
 
Save the Date 
Beaver Butler Presbytery is hosting a day with Tod Bolsinger, the author of 
Canoeing the Mountains. The event will take place on September 21st from 9 
to 2:30 at the Cranberry Community United Presbytery Church.  For a copy 
of the Flyer and more info Click Here. 
 
Congratulations to Graduates in Our Pastor’s Families!! 
It’s graduation time!  And you are invited to pray with pastors and 
commissioned pastors as their children enter new chapters in their lives. 
*Ben Fugate, son of Rev. David and Amy Fugate, is completing his high 
school career at McDowell High School this spring.  He has been an active 
member of Church of the Cross, including serving on their recent Pastor 
Nominating Committee.  Ben will continue his studies in chemical 
engineering at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. 
*Zach Gillispie, son of Rev. Greg and Marcia Gillispie, is completing his high 
school career at Venango Catholic High School. Zach is student body 
president, and he is producer and anchor of the school's daily video 
newscast.  He will be attending Grove City College in the fall where he will be 
pursuing Communication Studies. 
*Evelyn Daughrity, daughter of Commissioned Pastor Patti Orton Kuna and 
Kevin Daughrity, is graduating from North East High School where she has 
been active in several activities.  She will continue her education at Columbia 
College in Chicago where she will study film and cinematography. 
*If there are other high schools, college or graduate school graduates among 
pastor families, please provide the information to the presbytery office in 
order that they might be recognized in the eNews. 
 
Preschool Classroom Tables Available  
Does your church have a preschool? Student desks suitable for preschoolers 
are available on a first come, first served basis. In two weeks, they will be 
discarded. If you are interested, please call Craig Carlson at: 814-897-2100 
ext. 1652. 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Let us help spread the word about your upcoming VBS. Share with us the 
dates, time and curriculum/theme. We will keep a list going in the eNews. 
Click Here to see what is currently being offered. 
 
Stewardship Kaleidoscope 
Transforming the Face of Generosity: will take place September 24-26 at the 
Hilton St Louis Frontenac. An event filled with keynote speakers, workshops, 
and worship experiences to renew your spirit. Click Here for more 
information and registration. The Mission and Social Witness Committee 
have $300 scholarships available for those interested in attending the event. 
Please contact the office for more information.   
 
Action Alert 
PCUSA Office of Public Witness call to action, Tell Congress: 70 years of 
suffering is enough! Stop the killing, hold Israel accountable, and support 
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*Prayer Concerns 
• Garen Smith, 

Commissioned Pastor at 
Port Allegany welcomed 
his 6th grandchild on Jun 
19th. Wakefield Walker 
Smith and his proud parents Ezra and 
Heather are all doing well. 

• Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley, and her husband 
Eric, welcomed the birth of their 
daughter Karoline Evelyn Kelley on May 
9.  She weighed 8 pounds, 10 ounces and 
is 19 inches long. Mother and daughter 
(and dad!) are doing well!  Karoline joins 
her older sister in their family.  Ellie is 
the regional representative for the 
Presbyterian Foundation, and a minister 
member of Lake Erie Presbytery.  
Congratulations! 

• Pray for the continuing conversations 
around racism and violence that the 
power of God might be brought to these 
difficult conversations. 

• Pray for wisdom to engage radical 
missional thought in each of our 
communities.  The time to act for the 
Kingdom of God is NOW! 

 
*In Memory:  

• Ruling Elder 
Joanne McDowell, 
Second Church, 
Oil City, died on 
June 11.  A service 
to honor her life was held on June 16.  
Joanne, who had grown up in the 
church, had served as the Clerk of 
Session for a number of years for her 
congregation.  She had a great passion 
for the ministry of the congregation. 

 
Please note: The presbytery office is seeking to 
complete a significant overhaul of the eNews. 

1. If you do not receive the eNews please 
contact 
(adminasst@pbylakeerie.org).  We will 
make every effort to update/correct the 
oversight. 

2. If you know of someone who you believe 
should be receiving this eNews you are 
encouraged to invite them to send along 
their email address. 

3. If you no longer desire to receive the 
eNews please inform Melinda and she 

human rights for all. Read the complete article here.  
 
*Camp Lambec Water Project Gifts are Flowing in and 
Showing the Giving Nature of Our Churches  
In the summer of 2016 the Camp Board began working with the Department 
of Environmental Protection to reconfigure the piping from the pond (the 
permitted water source). This project is estimated to cost $100,000. Your 
presbytery wants to partner with your congregation to help, as well as 
double your money.  Any money that is given by Lake Erie Presbytery 
churches now through August 31st will be matched up to $5,000.  Mark the 
gift as ‘Lambec water project’ and send to the presbytery office. As of today 
the Presbytery has received $8,121.50 from churches and individuals. A 
check for $13,121.50 is already being sent. Of course the more money 
received the better it will be!  Your gifts make a difference! 
 
*Waterford use of “Seed Money” 
The Waterford Church used their seed money to put on a free Outdoor 
Community Movie Night! Popcorn and water were provided and a group 
gathered on the church lawn to watch the movie "Sing!" on Friday, June 
29th. 
 
Seed Money put to good use at Oil City  1st  
First Presbyterian Church of Oil City used the “Seed Money” of $214 to 
enhance their community outreach program. They purchased supplies such 
as a heavy duty coffee maker to make the gathering more personal and 
inviting. 
 
*If your church has not been featured please share your story with the 
Presbytery office. We love hearing about the great things the churches have 
been doing with their “Seed Money” 
 
Mission  and Per Capita Report 
To read the May report Click Here 
 
Synod of the Trinity 
The latest eNews for the Synod of the Trinity is available. June 14th Enews  
You can also email Mike Givler at mgivler@syntrinity.org to be added to the 
eNews list. Job Opportunities around the Synod 
 
*Association of Presbyterian Church Educators 
 Weekly newsletter from the APCE:  Christmas in July is available online.  
Click above link to receive the eNews. It’s not just a great resource for 
spiritual formation leaders but for anyone looking to strengthen ones faith. 
 
Presbyterian Historical Society 
Check out the latest eNews from the historical Society May 2018. If you 
haven’t signed up to receive this eNews you can Subscribe Here  
 
This Weeks PCUSA News 
Would you like to receive this eNews? Click Here to Subscribe  
 
Presbyterians Today April/May 2018 Issue 
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will remove your name from the list. 
Thank you for your patience as we seek to 
undergo this upgrade. 
   
Please remember to visit our 
website at: 
http://www.pbylakeerie.org 
 
Contact Us 
Presbytery of Lake Erie 
2816 Elmwood Ave. 
Erie, PA 16508 
Phone: 814-868-4891 
Fax: 814-866-0856 
 
DAVID OYLER, GENERAL PRESBYTER 
david@pbylakeerie.org 
 
GREG GILLISPIE, STATED CLERK: 
revgreggillispie@gmail.com 
 
MELINDA WINGENBACH: 
adminasst@pbylakeerie.org 
 
MARSHA MACKINNON: 
webmaster@pbylakeerie.org 
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