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*Upcoming Events 

 Thursday, January 11, 8:30 AM, 
Venango pastor’s gathering, Oil City, 
First Church 

 Thursday, January 18, 4:30 PM, 
Administrative Committee meeting, 
Presbytery office 

 Thursday, January 18, 6:00 PM, 
Trustees, Presbytery office 

 Saturday January 20, 10:30 AM, 
Unglued Church Project, Warren 

 Wednesday, January 24, 9:15 AM, 
Missional Church conversations, 
Corry 

 Thursday, January 25, 9:30 AM, 
Warren/McKean Pastor’s Gathering, 
North Warren Church 

 Monday, January 29, 1:00 PM, 
Mission and Social Witness 
Conference Call Committee meeting 

 Monday, January 29, 2:00 PM, 
Congregational Life Conference Call 
Committee meeting 

 Tuesday, January 30, 11:00 AM, 
Coordinating Committee, Corry 

 Wednesday, January 31, 9:15 AM, 
Missional gathering, Corry Church 

 Thursday, February 1, 12:30 AM, Erie 
Pastor’s Gathering, Harborcreek 

 All upcoming events can be 
found on the Presbytery 
websites Important Dates 
 

*RESOURCE CENTER REVIEW  
 The Presbyterian Ruling Elder: An Essential 
Guide  Lytch, Stephens G., Editor 

 
 
 

 
 

“Empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit through Scripture, our confessions, and 
conscience the Presbytery of Lake Erie journeys with congregations, ruling elders 
and teaching elders as we live, grow, fellowship and witness to the work of God 
through Jesus Christ in today’s changing world.  Recognizing that we are called to 
serve all of God’s children, we do this through shared prayer, worship, training, 
evangelism, and mission to strengthen the dynamic Body of Christ.” 

4B_____________________ 
 
*Harsh Winter Weather 
The unprecedented winter weather that has struck the presbytery is having 
a significant impact on roofs, gutters, downspouts and verandas across the 
region.  Church buildings are not exempt from such damage.  Our own 
Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church, were the presbytery office is located, 
has seen its fair share of damage. Click Here to read the story. 
 
*What can music teach us about peacemaking 
David LaMotte is a musician, speaker, author who is using his words to 
connect with others to bring about peace. He focuses on International 
Relations, Peace and Conflict Resolution.  Follow this link to learn more. 
 
Resource Center 
Did you know that the Presbytery of Lake Erie has a Resource Center with 
over 3500 books, videos, curriculums, etc? You can access the catalog simply 
by Clicking Here or by going to the Presbytery website www.pbylakeerie.org 
. You can even reach out to Elaine Garts, The Resource Center Director. She 
is available by phone 814 868-4891, ext. 5 or email elaine@pbylakeerie.org 
or by stopping in 9-1 Monday and Tuesday. The center is also open 
Wednesday and Thursdays from 8:30 to 12:30 (2816 Elmwood Ave, Erie PA.) 
Once you find what you are looking for you can stop in to pick them up, the 
resources can be mailed to you, or even delivered to an upcoming meetings. 
Let Elain help you find what you might need for your upcoming Sunday 
school class, session meeting, budget planning, or community involvement 
group.  
 
*Annual Statistics Time 
It’s that time of year again for Annual Statistics. Eleven of our churches have 
already entered in their statistical report online. WAY TO GO! Can we reach 
100% this year?  They are due February 14th. If you need help entering in 
your churches statistics please contact Melinda in the presbytery office, 814-
868-4891 Ext 3 or adminasst@pbylakeerie.org.  

https://pbylakeerie.org/events/
http://www.syntrinity.org/featured/churches-persevere-despite-massive-snow-in-erie-pa/
https://www.davidlamotte.com/2018/my-tedx-talk/
http://resources.pbylakeerie.org/Resource_Center/Current_Resources.php
http://www.pbylakeerie.org/
mailto:elaine@pbylakeerie.org
mailto:adminasst@pbylakeerie.org


This accessible resource 
on the Presbyterian ruling 
elder is especially 
designed for those 
considering becoming 
ruling elders and those 
who have been elected to 
this ordered ministry. It 
explains the meaning of 
the term "ruling elder" 

and the qualifications and duties of this 
ministry. The book goes on to explore the 
relationship of ruling elders to other elders, the 
role of the ruling elder on session and in the 
presbytery, and the relationships to pastors and 
to the whole church. Fully revised based on the 
new Form of Government of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), this book is invaluable for new 
ruling elders preparing for their role. 
 
Coordinating Committee and 
Presbytery meetings for 2018: 
For planning purposes the Coordinating 
Committee and Presbytery meetings have 
been announced for 2017: 
Coordinating Committee meetings 
Tuesday, January 30, 11am, Corry First 
Tuesday, March 20, 3pm 
Tuesday, June 5, 3pm 
Tuesday, August 28, 3pm 
Tuesday, October 30, 3pm 
*Host Churches are still being sought out. 
Presbytery meetings 
Saturday, February 24, 10am, Edinboro First 
Tuesday April 24, 3pm, Bradford First 
Tuesday, June 26, 3pm, Wayside, Erie 
Saturday, September 22, 10am, Oil City Second 
Saturday, November 17, 10am, TBA 
 
*Prayers for Your Colleagues in 
Ministry  
I Thessalonians 5:17 encourage believers to 
‘pray without ceasing.’  In your unceasing 
prayers for others you are encouraged to pray 
for your colleagues in Lake Erie Presbytery as 
well as beyond.  The eNews this year will carry 
the prayer list which has also been distributed 
to the churches of this presbytery.  Pray 
without ceasing for these partners in 
ministry.               
 
Jan. 14 
Oil City Second     
J. Herbert Nelson, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

 
Wheels for Joshua, PCUSA Ghana Mission Co-worker 
Lake Erie Presbytery is taking the lead in raising funds to provide a durable 
and reliable vehicle for Josh Heikkila. Josh travels extensively in Ghana and 
to neighboring countries of Niger, Togo and Nigeria in his work and 
ministries. The Presbytery has already committed an initial $5,000 and will 
match funds contributed within Lake Erie Presbytery (up to $5,000). 
$2716.34 has already been received in donations. Funds will be matched 
between now and March 31, 2018. Josh continues to be a vital partner in the 
Lake Erie Ghana Partnership. Will you go the extra mile to help Josh go the 
extra miles? Please consider contributing and/or creatively raising funds. 
Contributions may be sent to: 2816 Elmwood Ave, Erie, PA 16508 - mark for 
VEHICLE for Josh Heikkila 
 
IRS Mileage rate for 2018 
Beginning on Jan. 1, 2018, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car 
(also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be: 54.5 cents for every mile of 
business travel driven, up 1 cent from the rate for 2017. 18 cents per mile 
driven for medical or moving purposes, up 1 cent from the rate for 2017 
 
*Mission  and Per Capita Report 
Year-end figures have been finalized.  Check them out below!  In the 
meantime there is very good news on the financial front.  99.9% of per 
capita was received – a phenomenal amount!  And mission giving reached 
about 97.9% of the goal for the year.  Outstanding work in sharing in the 
proclamation of the Gospel in this region! 
To read the November report Click Here 
 
Synod of the Trinity 
The latest eNews for the Synod of the Trinity is available. December 18th 
Enews: Check it Out! 
  
Presbytery Disaster Relief Fund helping Hurricane Victims   
You can visit the PDA Website and see how they have been reaching out to 
the Presbytery Communities that have been affected by the recent 
hurricanes.  The Presbytery of Lake Erie and its 58 churches have already 
raised $34,221.75. Please continue to pray for those affected. You can Click 
Here to learn more about ways to give or you can mail a monetary donation 
to the Presbytery office at 2816 Elmwood Avenue. Erie PA 16508. 
 
*Elmwood use of “Seed Money” 
Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church used their $214 to purchase items for 
the Free Store located within the church building. They helped supply 
shelving and racks as well as materials for signs. The Free Store is just that, a 
store filled with donations for anybody who might need a little help with 
clothing, household goods, toys, etc. 
 
Seed Money put to good use at Polk 
The Seed Money given by the Presbytery in the amount of $214 was used by 
the Polk Church to send a little Christmas Spirit to our soldiers. They 
purchased gifts, a little piece of home, to send to our soldiers in Saudi 
Arabia.   
 

https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/pbylakeerie/Mission+and+Per+Capita+Report/Mission+and+Per+Capita+Report+01.10.18.pdf
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/615456/94f5b0e1ac/1464511709/1067e23e75/
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/615456/94f5b0e1ac/1464511709/1067e23e75/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/


 
Jan. 21   
Rev. Barry Cressman (HR) 
Edinboro Church 
Rev. Greg Gillispie, Temporary Supply Pastor
  
Jan. 28 
Titusville Church 
Rev. Norma Prima Murphy, Interim Pastor 
Rev. Susan Wonderland 
Transitional Executive, Synod of the Trinity 
 
Feb. 4   
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Erie 
Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor 
Elaine Garts 
Resource Center Director 
 
Please note: The presbytery office is seeking 
to complete a significant overhaul of the 
eNews. 

1. If you do not receive the eNews 
please contact 
(adminasst@pbylakeerie.org).  We will 
make every effort to update/correct 
the oversight. 

2. If you know of someone who you 
believe should be receiving this 
eNews you are encouraged to invite 
them to send along their email 
address. 

3. If you no longer desire to receive the 
eNews please inform Melinda and she 
will remove your name from the list. 

Thank you for your patience as we seek to 
undergo this upgrade. 
   
Please remember to visit our 
website at: 
http://www.pbylakeerie.org 
 
Contact Us 
Presbytery of Lake Erie 
2816 Elmwood Ave. 
Erie, PA 16508 
Phone: 814-868-4891 
Fax: 814-866-0856 
 
DAVID OYLER, GENERAL PRESBYTER 
david@pbylakeerie.org 
 
GREG GILLISPIE, STATED CLERK: 
revgreggillispie@gmail.com 
 
MELINDA WINGENBACH: 
adminasst@pbylakeerie.org 
 
MARSHA MACKINNON: 

Application being accepted for Young Adult Volunteer 
Program  
The YAV program is a one-year service opportunity for young adults ages 19–
30, offered through the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The benefits include a 
year of vocational discernment, the opportunity to live and work with the 
support of an intentional Christian community, time to explore their 
relationship with God and to live more simply. Please follow the link for 
more information. Click Here 
 
Eastern Region of APCE Spring Event  More Info Here 
Save the date for David LaMotte and  Jon Brown at the APCE Spring event to 
be held April 30th through May 2nd at the Rhodes Grove Conference Center, 
7696 Browns Mill Rd Chambersburg PA. Register early as spaces are limited 
and scholarships are available through Melinda in the Presbytery Office. 
 
*Prayer Concerns 
Pray for Nancy's safe travel, successful surgery and a complete recovery. 

• Retired CP Nancy Page from Sugar Grove Presbyterian Church will 
have knee replacement surgery on January 10th in 
Florida.  Please pray for Nancy's safe travel, 
successful surgery and a complete recovery. 

• Rev. George Johnson, Honorably Retired, continues 
to address health concerns with his eyes.  After time 
in a Pittsburgh hospital he was home for a few days 
and then spent time at Hamot Hospital.  Please pray with George, 
and his wife Connie, as he continues to deal with these issues. 

• Rev. Rachel Johns, Rocky Grove and Linesville, is recovering from 
cataract surgery. 

• Pray for the continuing conversations around racism and violence 
that the power of God might be brought to these difficult 
conversations. 

• Rev. Jim Moelk, Honorably Retired, is recovering at home from 
recent back surgery.  Your prayers for him are deeply appreciated. 
 

Pray for wisdom to engage radical missional thought in each of our 
communities.  The time to act for the Kingdom of God is NOW!  

mailto:adminasst@pbylakeerie.org
http://www.pbylakeerie.org/
mailto:david@pbylakeerie.org
mailto:revgreggillispie@gmail.com
mailto:adminasst@pbylakeerie.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/applications-now-accepted-yavs-25th-annual-recruitment-season/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=This%20Weeks%20PCUSA%20News%20-Oct-4-10%202017&utm_content=This%20Weeks%20PCUSA%20News%20-Oct-4-10%202017+CID_ea37a15451ffda626f92aa58fffb6488&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Applications%20now%20being%20accepted%20for%20YAVs%2025th%20annual%20recruitment%20season
https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/pbylakeerie/Newsletters/eNews+Flyers/Eastern+Region+APCE+Newsletter+-+fall-17+(2).pdf
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