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In This Issue: 

Headlines for new items will be in 
green and highlighted. Newer items 
will tend to be toward the top of the 
Breeze.   Headlines for old items will 
be in red. 

*Upcoming Events 
 Monday, September 11, 2:00 PM, 

Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry, Redeemer Church, 
Meadville 

 Tuesday, September 12, 4:00 PM, 
Committee on Ministry, Titusville 

 Wednesday, September 13, 1:00 PM, 
Big Event Planning Meeting, North 
East Church 

 Tuesday, September 26, 10:00 AM, 
Worship Committee, Corry  
 

*RESOURCE CENTER REVIEW  
The Pleasure of God, Finding Grace in the 
Ordinary by J. Ellsworth Kalas 

In this inspiring new work, J. 
Ellsworth Kalas says that the 
glory of life is found not just 
in the ecstasy of love or 
victory but in all of life, 
whether ecstatic or 
ordinary. Kalas believes it is 
possible to live with such joy 
and gladness of hearts that 

we find our ordinary lives graced by the 
pleasure of God. He offers a guide to spiritual 
contentment in the midst of busy lives, 
showing us the meaning in those seemingly 
small aspects of every day. 
This book is available for check out at the 
Resource Center. Hours are 9-1 Monday and 
Tuesday and 9-12:30 Wednesday and 

 
 
 

 
 

“Empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit through Scripture, our confessions, and 

conscience the Presbytery of Lake Erie journeys with congregations, ruling elders 

and teaching elders as we live, grow, fellowship and witness to the work of God 

through Jesus Christ in today’s changing world.  Recognizing that we are called to 

serve all of God’s children, we do this through shared prayer, worship, training, 

evangelism, and mission to strengthen the dynamic Body of Christ.” 

4B_____________________ 

*Mark your Calendar 
Rev. Susan Wonderland from the Synod of the Trinity will be in Erie August 
29th. If you are in the area of the Presbytery Office from 9 to 12 stop in and 
say hello. Susan will be available to answer questions or just to visit. 
 
*Youth Ministry Essentials 
A Training Event for Youth Ministry Staff and Volunteers with Mark 
Oestreicher will be held September 28th. There will be 2 sessions at 3:00pm 
and 6:30pm at the Pittsburgh Presbytery Center (901 Allegheny Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233).Registration is due by September 18th.  Mark 
Oestreicher has been involved in church ministry his whole life, particularly 
with teenagers and youth workers. Marko has had a broad experience 
working in churches in roles ranging from Junior High Pastor to Executive 
Pastor. For 11 years, Marko was at Youth Specialties in San Diego, an 
organization that trains and equips church youth workers – the last 8 of 
those years as president. For more information Click Here or contact Rev. 
Brian Wallace, Associate Minister @ bwallace@pghpresbytery.org or 412-
323-1402 
 
*2017 Church Leadership Conference 
Graham Standish will be hosting our Leadership event for elders and 
deacons at Penn State Behrend College (Smith Chapel) on Saturday, 
November 4. Cost for the day will be $15 per person, including continental 
breakfast, beverage service, and box lunch. All elders and deacons are 
encouraged to come, and bring their pastors along if possible! Contact Rev. 
Dave Edmunds (814-397-1861) or Rev. Charlie McClung (814-504-7635) For 
more information about the event and about Graham himself Click Here. 
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Thursday. 
Mission Trip Opportunities! 
Mission trip opportunities currently open to 
neighboring Presbyterian Churches.  Consider 
participating: 
The Mission Committee of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Meadville is sponsoring 
a mission trip to La Gonave Hospital in 
Haiti.  We’re looking for a surgeon, a nurse 
anesthetist, nurses and others willing to 
work.  The trip will be led by Helen Jacobson, 
who has worked at the hospital as a nurse 
practitioner for 14 years.  It will be a week-
long trip in November of 2017.  Does such an 
endeavor interest you?  Do you know 
someone else who might be interested?  If so, 
please contact Mary (1-814-333-2161) at the 
church office. 
 
Coordinating Committee and 
Presbytery meetings for 2017: 
For planning purposes the Coordinating 
Committee and Presbytery meetings have 
been announced for 2017: 

Coordinating Committee meetings 
Tuesday, August 29, 3:00 PM, Girard 
Tuesday, October 24, 3:00 PM, Ripley  

Presbytery meetings 
Tuesday, September 19, 4:00 PM, Pleasantville 
Saturday, November 18, 10:00 AM,  First 
Church of the Covenant, Erie 

*Prayers for Your Colleagues in 
Ministry  
I Thessalonians 5:17 encourage believers to 
‘pray without ceasing.’  In your unceasing 
prayers for others you are encouraged to pray 
for your colleagues in Lake Erie Presbytery as 
well as beyond.  The eNews this year will carry 
the prayer list which has also been distributed 
to the churches of this presbytery.  Pray 
without ceasing for these partners in 
ministry.               

August 26  
Garland 
Commissioned Ruling Elder Tim Olsen 
Children of Lake Erie Pastors 
 
August 27 
Polk 
Rev. Craig Cashdollar (HR) 
 

Lydia Cordero Cabrera to visit the Presbytery  
From October 3rd to 11th, the Presbytery of Lake Erie will be hosting Lydia 
Cordero Cabrera, a Peacemaker from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  She serves as 
General Director for Casa Amiga Centro de Crisis (Friendly House Crisis 
Center). The Center offers hope to women and children who live in violence 
daily. It provides a full range of services by professionals in psychology, social 
work, legal services and women’ medicine.  She will be available to churches 
and groups in the Presbytery during her time in this area. Arrangements to 
schedule her for women’s groups and church occasions can be done through 
Seph Kumer at the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 
(Seph.Kumer@firstcovenanterie.org) or 456-4243.  This is an opportunity to 
participate in the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.  
 
New Presbytery of Lake Erie Website 
The Presbytery of Lake Erie has been working hard on our new website. The 
address has not changed but many features have. Please check it out. 
www.pbylakeerie.org. The members section has changed. At this time if you 
need to access the members only section please contact Melinda in the 
office, adminasst@pbylakeerie.org .  As you will see we are trying to 
highlight upcoming church events. Please let us know in the office if there is 
something going on in your church community you would like us to include. 
We are also accenting photos of the churches. If you have not sent in a 
photo please do so.  
 
Peace & Global Witness Offering  
Offerings will be received during the Season of Peace (Sept. 3 - Oct. 1) which 
ends on World Communion Sunday. On Thursday, September 7 at 1 pm, 
there will be a free webinar for congregations to highlight this special 
offering.  Please let your mission and stewardship committees know. 
Donations can be made through the presbytery office at 2816 Elmwood 
Avenue Erie PA 16508. Please retain 25% of Peace and Global Witness funds 
for your local efforts. 
 
Synod of the Trinity 
The latest eNews for the Synod of the Trinity is available. Aug. 3 Enews: 
Check it Out! 
 
September 17th marks the 300th Birthday of the Synod 
The Synod is celebrating their 300th birthday on September 17th. They have 
created a bulletin insert including a liturgy and hymn suggestions that can be 
used on this day. Also note that congregations who share photos and videos 
from Sept. 17 will be eligible to receive a $500 prize. Information on this is 
available by following these links or email Melinda in the office. Bulletin 
Insert-Black and White or Bulletin Insert-Color  
 
Music on the Hill Festival and 5K 
The Hasson Heights Community Church continues to hold the Music on the 
Hill Festival every other year to raise money for missions. This year, the 6th 
annual Music on the Hill 5K race will be held on Saturday, September 9. This 
race is open to runners and walkers of all ages. The race begins at the 
church, 21 Fairview Avenue, Oil City. New this year will be two kids’ races—
one for 3 to 6 year olds and one for 7 to 11 year olds. An online registration 
is available at Music on the Hill 5K Run or a registration form and additional 
information about the race can be found at Music on the Hill.  More 
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Sept. 3   
Fairview  
Rev. Steve Cahoon (HR) 
 
Sept. 10  
Harmonsburg Church   
Rev. George Johnson (HR) 
 
Sept.17  
New Hope Church, Erie 
Rev. Charlie McClung, Pastor  
Rev. Lyta Seddig (HR) 
 
Sept. 24  
Edinboro 
Rev. Tom Guerdat (HR) 
 
Oct. 1   
Franklin First          
Rev. Barry Jenkins, Pastor 
Spouses of Lake Erie Pastors 
 
With Sadness… 
The recent death of key former leaders has 
had an impact on the Presbytery of Lake Erie.  
• Gladys Shimek, mother of Jay Shimek, First 

Covenant, passed away July 28th. Her 
passing came as shock to Jay and his 
family. Everyone who knew Gladys will 
remember her vibrant personality, 
youthful, indomitable spirit, and her love 
of laughter and fun. 

• Dick Zahner, member of the North East 
Church, died on June 19.  In recent years 
he has been one of the most faithful 
presbyters at presbytery meetings.  Some 
years ago he was moderator of the Bills 
and Overtures Committee.  A former 
General Electric employee, he had grown 
up in the Westminster Church. 

 
Please note: The presbytery office is seeking 
to complete a significant overhaul of the 
eNews. 
  

1. If you do not receive the eNews 
please contact 
(adminasst@pbylakeerie.org).  We will 
make every effort to update/correct 
the oversight. 

2. If you know of someone who you 
believe should be receiving this 
eNews you are encouraged to invite 
them to send along their email 
address. 

3. If you no longer desire to receive the 
eNews please inform Melinda and she 
will remove your name from the list. 

Thank you for your patience as we seek to 

information and the story behind this great event can be found on the 
Presbytery website www.pbylakeerie.org.  
 
Musical Jam in Cambridge Springs 
Cambridge Springs Presbyterian Church, 338 South Main Street, will be 
holding a Musical Jam every Thursday night starting at 6:30. All are welcome 
to join in just bring your favorite instrument and have fun.  
 
Wee Kirk 2017 Northeast Conference 
Shenango Presbytery is hosting Wee Kirk Conference October 9-11 at the 
Laurelville Mennonite Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA. This time is filled 
with speakers and seminars that will prove to inspire, equip, motivate, and 
encourage small Presbytery churches. Early registration is best because 
housing arrangements are made on a first come, first-served basis.  
Applications will be available in the Presbytery office or online at www.wee-
kirk-ne.org. There are $50 scholarships available through the Presbytery 
Office. 
 
Wiggles n Worship  
 There is a new and exciting interactive worship service for children 5 years 
and under, along with their parents at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church at 
32nd and Greengarden. Every Wednesday from 2-3pm starting on June 7th. 
Pastor Kristen from Mount Calvary and Pastor Emily from First Presbyterian 
in Waterford look forward to worshiping with you! 
 
The Reformation Anniversary Approaches 
Interesting article about the Reformation.  Check it out as you consider how 
to honor this anniversary in your church. 
http://wcrc.ch/news/wcrc-joins-declaration-to-overcome-reformation-
divisions 
 
Congregational Sustainability Forum 
It’s been nearly two years since the conclusion of our Congregational 
Sustainability Forum series in which many churches participated.  It is time 
for an Update Forum this autumn.  This is especially designed for churches 
that participated in this Presbyterian Foundation event hosted previously 
but all are welcome. 
 
Co-sponsored by the Presbyterian Foundation and your Presbytery, and 
hosted by Westminster Presbyterian Church, information will be shared on 
the most recent trends in American Protestantism, especially those affecting 
smaller congregations. We’ll discuss what this means to us and how 
congregations are responding to build and maintain vibrancy in their own 
faith communities.  
 
We’ll send reminders, but we encourage you to mark your calendar now: 

Tuesday, October 24: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street, Erie 
A light lunch will be served. 

 
*Church Photos Needed 
Church photos are starting to be downloaded to the new webpage. 
We are still looking for church photos. If you have a picture of the outside of 
your church building, please share it with us. We would like to get a photo of 
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undergo this upgrade. 
   
 
Please remember to visit our 
website at: 
http://www.pbylakeerie.org 
 
Contact Us 
Presbytery of Lake Erie 
2816 Elmwood Ave. 
Erie, PA 16508 
Phone: 814-868-4891 
Fax: 814-866-0856 
 
DAVID OYLER, GENERAL PRESBYTER 
david@pbylakeerie.org 
 
GREG GILLISPIE, STATED CLERK: 
revgreggillispie@gmail.com 
 
MELINDA WINGENBACH: 
adminasst@pbylakeerie.org 
 
MARSHA MACKINNON: 
webmaster@pbylakeerie.org 

all 58 churches in the Presbytery. You can email pictures to Melinda @ 
adminasst@pbylakeerie.org.  
 
Loving Search for God Weekend Retreat 
Fr. William Meninger, a Trappist Monk and author will lead a retreat in Erie 
to guide one to an elevated sense of love, insight, and experience of God. 
Friday September 15th. 4 pm to 8:30 pm and Saturday September 16th, 8:30 
am to 8:30 pm at Mount St Benedict Monastery, 6101 East Lake Road, Erie, 
PA. Cost is $95 includes program and four meals. For more information and 
to register: http://www.stgeorgeerie.org/news/weekend-retreat.  
 
Support the 2017 Mission Trip to Ghana 
Will you be part of sending a little bit of Lake Erie Presbytery to Ghana and 
bringing a little bit of Ghana back home?  The team will visit the Wapuli 
Health Clinic, the Tamale Youth Resource Centre, the Bimbila Chapel 
Congregation and other communities where the Ghana Partnership is 
engaged. The emphasis will be on building relationships, on listening, loving 
and learning. Are you able to give or raise funds for the expenses of the trip, 
for medical equipment for the Health Clinic, or for our Ghanaian Partners’ 
participation?  Contact Donna Cammarata with questions 
donna.camm@gmail.com 814-873-4860. Send donations to Presbytery of 
Lake Erie, 2816 Elmwood Avenue, Erie, PA 16508 (designate 2017 Ghana 
Trip). 
 
Good News about Your Generosity in 2017!! 
Can you believe we are already 7 months into 2017!  And it is good to 
celebrate the financial faithfulness of the congregations of Lake Erie 
Presbytery!  At the end of July a total of $80,384 has been received through 
general mission giving.  Eight churches have already fulfilled their pledge for 
the year! Thanks! About $11,500 is needed per month to reach the mission 
goal for the year.  YOUR GIFTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN TELLING THE STORY 
OF THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST!  Mission travel and energy efficiency 
grants are funded through your mission gifts.  Children are fed and 
ecumenical campus ministry is engaged.  Thank you! 
 
On the per capita side there is additional good news of financial 
faithfulness.  About $19,100 is needed each month to meet budget 
expectations.  During the first seven months of the year a total of $143,500 
was received, including 26 churches that have already been able to fulfill 
their total per capita commitment for the year.   This continues to be ahead 
of budget.  Thank you for your faithful support – even paying advance when 
possible!  And thank you for making all payments before the end of the year! 
 
*Available for the Asking… 
The presbytery office has a box of 500 ‘Fellowship Cups’ available for the 
asking.  The Fellowship Cup includes prefilled cups for communion along 
with soft wafers.  Contact Melinda (adminasst@pbylakeerie.org) for more 
information. 
 
*News from Our Churches and Pastors 

• The Pleasantville Church has recently celebrated their 150th 
Anniversary.  

• Wayside and Elmwood Church gathered volunteers to help ServErie 
make much needed improvements to Erie High School. Thank you 
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for all of your hard work and dedication to the 
community. 

*Prayer Concerns 
• Pray for Charles Duryea, retired pastor of Garland 

Presbyterian Church. He is in a nursing home near 
Nunda NY and has not been doing well. They are keeping him 
comfortable at this time.  

• Pray for Ruth Mills, wife of Rev. Bill Mills, Honorably Retired.  Ruth 
continues to deal with the impact of Alzheimer’s on her life, though 
she is resting comfortably at home. 

• Pray for the continuing conversations around racism and violence 
that the power of God might be brought to these difficult 
conversations. 

Pray for wisdom to engage radical missional thought in each of our 
communities.  The time to act for the Kingdom of God is NOW! 

 


