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Letter From The Vice President 
Shane Driskill KG5SRO 

Wow  where to start. 

All my life I wanted to become a ham operator, but I had little interest in cw and 

I knew in order to pass the test  you had to do code so that was out. In April of 

2017 my aunt found out that the hospital was hosting a class for ham radio and 

that the code requirement was lifted, so she called and gave me the contact for 

the class. Terri and I went and became technician class operators and the jour-

ney begins. 

Field Day 2017 was the first time I met any of the great people that make up 

PBARC . At first I was  nervous, then it became fun to hear all the people on the 

other end of a wire thrown in a tree, which was amazing to me. Later that week 

I made my first contact, I believe it was with JJ,  N5MNX, and it was awesome. 

Then later in the week, Glenn, N5RN, responded to my call, and that was it; I 

was hooked. 

A lot has happened since April. I upgraded to General and am having a blast on 

HF but greater than that are the friends that have been there and helped me get 

started, helped out with radios, and I can’t name everything that the people of 

the club has done for me.  I have made some good friends  and met some very 

good people.  

                                                                                                     

73  KG5SRO 
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                Toltec Mounds Activation 
              Glen Wolf N5RN 

For years I’ve seen signs to Toltec Mounds State park but never took the time to “get off the beaten path” to visit the 

park.  A good friend of mine that I met at an ADXA meeting years ago, Rick Harris – AI5P, started activating some parks in 

New Mexico where he moved a few years back.   I thought to myself, “That would be fun I think”.   It gets me outdoors 

doing something and it involves my favorite hobby – Amateur Radio.    I wouldn’t call it a New Year’s resolution, but I de-

cided around that time that I would get out and activate a state park.   I decided to activate Toltec Mounds state 

park.  Why?  It was close.  It was a park that I’ve wanted to visit for years.  And I wanted to see if I could pull all the pieces 

together to make it happen. 

 

I chose January 20, 2018 as the date I would activate the Toltec.   The bitter chill of winter had loosened its grip on Arkan-

sas and it was supposed to be dry.  I spent a few days gathering up equipment and making checklists.  I tested the equip-

ment the best that I could (do you ever test things enough?) and began loading up the car.  I pulled out of my driveway 

about 1315Z in the morning.   As luck would have it, Shane – KG5SRO was up and about and was on a local repeat-

er.   After a bit of talking on local repeater we moved to the repeater at White Bluff (147.195) and continued to visit.   Well 

as it turns out I was able to visit with Shane all the way to Toltec.   

 

When I got to Toltec, I parked my car in the second to last space in the parking lot.  I figured I could use the last space as a 

setup spot.  Which is pretty much what I did.    

 

As I began unloading the trunk, pulling out the generator, the table and chair I saw a park ranger headed my way.    “Oh 

gee.  What’s this gonna be about” I thought to myself.  The ranger was very pleasant and asked me what I was doing.  I 

began explaining what Parks on the Air was and what I was setting up.  She thought I was going to be “broadcasting” and 

was very nervous about giving me the okay to do that.  I explained that I wasn’t going to be broadcasting but she didn’t 

seem convinced.  She asked if she could check with her supervisor before I did anything more.   I said “Sure no problem. I 

would wait to her back from you”.  So setup was on hold until I heard back from the Ranger.   While I waited I found out 

that I had enough cell services to get on to Facebook and the POTA group and mention my problem.   It apparently is NOT 

uncommon.  Each park is different on what they will let you do but it seems that all parks will try to accommodate the 

POTA activity.   About twenty minutes later the Park Ranger came back and said that her supervisor was fine with what I 

was doing.  In fact, she said “Thanks for activating us.  I’m glad we are a park that someone wants to operate from”.   She 

was very pleasant throughout the whole process.  Thumbs up to the Rangers! 
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I continue my setup.  Everything went pretty well.  Setting up Buddipole was the most time-consuming part of the pro-

cess.  It had been years since I had played with the Buddipole so I forgot most of what I had learned in setting it up.    I 

was planning on working on 14.250 so I had to play with the Buddipole a bit to get the SWR down to about 1.2 or 1.3 to 

1 on 14.250 MHz.  I got it pretty close with it resonant at frequency of 14.246 MHz according to the analyzer. 

 

I fired up the rig and called CQ a couple of times and K7SEN answered my call.   I couldn’t believe the rush I got from 

making that contact.  It might as well have been North Korea.  There is no doubt my excitement came through in our 

QSO.   I will always remember that contact.   I got a 55 to 57 signal report which is great for the setup.  Thanked Neil for 

the QSO and went on to call CQ some more.   The contacts didn’t come as quickly as I hoped but I was able to snag a 

couple of Canadians and someone from New Hampshire.   So, the antenna was working.  I was optimistic.    

 

With the benefit of being able to get into a repeater, KG5SRO said he couldn’t hear me (in the skip zone most likely) but 

he could hear others calling me.  He told me that he heard several others calling for me.  But I could not hear them.  I 

texted N5ZM and he said, “you need some ears you have a pile up”.  “Oh Wow!” I was excited.  When I went back to the 

radio nothing but static.  What’s going on?  I checked everything again and it all looked fine, but I wasn’t hearing any-

thing.   

 

Well about that time the generator ran out of gas.  No big deal.  I could deal with that.  Gassed the generator up and 

tried to get back on the air.  Still nothing.  It was a little after 1800Z so I knew the NAQP SSB party had started so I 

scanned the band.  Nothing.  I knew I had a problem, but I was at a loss as to what it could be.    

 

I decided to drop down to 40M and see what I might hear there.  Same thing.  Nothing but static.  I was getting a bit 

frustrated with not hearing anybody.  I decided to return to 20M.  It took a while because I didn’t record the settings of 

the whips from before (a lesson learned).  I finally got everything back to working but I started having the Astron SS-

30M shutting down.  I moved the Astron away from the RF path and it helped some, but it was still happening too much 

to my liking.  

 

Given my inability to hear any of the contesters, I decided to call it a day around 2030Z.   I packed everything up and 

started my trip home.  I met Shane for lunch and we talked about future activations.  Shane seems as excited about do-

ing this as I am.  So we will be looking at another activation in the very near future. 

 

I got home and did some research and found that RF getting into the power supply is relatively common problem.   The 

fix is to shorten the cord and/or add some ferrite beads to the leads.  I will be likely be doing both before the next acti-

vation.   As for the radio.  It was deaf when I got home, and I had no idea what to try.   Rick, AI5P, emailed me and asked 

how the activation went.  I replied telling him the problems /issue I had.  He suggested that I check all the filters, noise 

blankers to see if that helped.  Well I decided that I would do a reset of the radio.  I then setup an A/B switch so that I 

could switch between my home rig and the Icom706MKIIg and compare what the radios could hear.  After the reset 

they seem to be very similar in what they can hear.   Maybe it helped.  I hope so. 

 

Total, I only made 6 contacts.   Many would say it might not have been worth the effort. However, I had a great 

time.  Randy and Tonya Geater stopped by and we had a good visit.  A little later Rex Parker (W5MPG) as stopped by 

and we had a good visit.  A lady came by and inquired about what I was doing, and she seemed impressed by it.   

 

Would I do it again?  In a heartbeat.   I can’t wait until the next trip to a park! 

 



Upcoming Events 

Hamfest in Hoxie - Feb. 17 

Parks On The Air - Feb. 24 

(Arkansas Post) 

Hamfest in Russellville - Mar. 3 

Railroadiana - April 7 9am-4pm 

(Railroad Museum in PB) 

 

 

(All dates are attentive)  

Jackson Ham Fest 2018 

I wanted to say thank you to all who have been coming to our monthly 

meeting at Larry’s Pizza. We are seeing a very good number of members com-

ing to visit, hang out, and just have a good time. Our number seems to be 

increasing and I hope it will continue on.  

 

Thank you all 

Shane Driskill KG5SRO 

   Well this was my first Hamfest and 

all I can say is wow! We left at 

4:30am (yes 4:30am) and headed to 

Lake Village where we ate a very 

good breakfast at JJ’s café.  

 

   JJ (N5MNX) drove Glenn (N5RN) 

and myself (KG5SRO) to Jackson, MS, 

and we had a good time talking and 

sleeping. We also met Bill (KC5MN) 

at the door when we got there. I call 

him my voice of reason. When we 

walked through the door, the drool 

started. There was so much stuff; 

parts, coax, antennas, radios, lots of 

tubes, just about anything you could 

want. The only thing I needed was a 

lot more money. 

I did buy 100’ of LMR-400 and a few 

SO-239 panel mounts for a pass 

through for my window sill.  Now I'm 

looking forward to Hoxie for another 

Hamfest.       KG5SRO 
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          Capitol City Hamfest 2018 

Newsletter 

Club Meetings  

      We have decided to start a  newsletter that will be sent out every other 

month. If you have a topic you want to know about or have an article you 

want to write, let us know so we can include it in the next newsletter. We will 

also include events that we as a club will be doing and the results of those 

efforts.  

We will list upcoming events so you will know what our club is doing and the 

events around us. I hope everyone will enjoy this and if you have any other 

ideas just let us know. I know I'm the one putting this together but I don’t 

want to write every article. We want to involve any that want to help and I 

welcome it. Until next time KG5SRO. 



“The thing I like best about building your own accessories, is the fun of learning , 
overcoming obstacles, and seeing the finished product that you created”  

 This is one of the project’s that I have finished. To the 

left is the Hazor I built to fit around rohn 25. Below is a 

closeup of the wheels I chose to use and they seem to 

work very well.  I had a lot of fun with this project.  
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Projects Page 

This is the tilt plate I built. The bottom is made with 1\2” 

steel plate, the tilt section is 3\8” steel plate, the hinges 

are scrap I found in the scrap pile, no idea what they 

were, the legs are 7\8” steel rod, and on the front to lock 

it in place is angle iron. 

 

This one was a lot of fun especially trying to line up the 

legs to fit the tower.  

This is a stand out arm for 

HDBX tower. The trick is to 

find the right dimension for 

the leg. After that I was off.  

 

The picture to the left is the 

arm and both leg brackets.  

This is a close up of the 

bracket and you can see it 

should fit the contour of 

the tower leg very well. 



    I want to say a personal thank you to Glenn Wolf  N5RN for 

all the hard work he’s doing in keeping up the club web site. If 

you haven't seen it in a while you need to go by and take a 

look. He has added several pages such as upcoming events, 

dues page, members list, we even have a page for contacting 

us about events or testing. We now have the ability and page 

to add pictures of all that we do so people can see us in ac-

tion . You owe it to yourself to check it out.  

Web Site Updating PBARC Officers 

President:  Larry Carroll    N5JWJ 

Vice President:  Shane Driskill    KG5SRO 

Treasurer:  Glenn Wolf    N5RN 

 

Web Site: WWW.PBARC.NET 

Email: See contact us on website 

Sellers Corner 

Shane Driskill KG5SRO 

 

If you have a need for standout arms, tilt plates, or anything metal for your antenna tower please let me 

know and I’ll see if I can come up with something to fit your needs. It will be a lot cheaper. My info is on 

QRZ.COM.  

 

 

YOUR LOGO HERE 
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