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The Family Altar 
The Family Altar is a routine for personal or family Bible Study. God promises to 

come to us through his Word and Sacraments and strengthen faith through him. 
He does this through worship at church. The Family Altar is a connection 

between what occurs at church at the beginning of the week and what occurs 

within the home during the week. Weekly devotional habits connects individuals 
to God’s promises in his Word all week long. This devotional routine will help 

create lifelong patterns which keep children and adults connected to God’s life 
giving Word. 

The Weekly Passage 
The first component in the Family Altar is a weekly single Bible passage. A list of 

52 passages, one for each week of the year, can be found in this booklet. Each 

passage is connected to the particular week of the church year. Individual 

passages can be reviewed throughout the week and be committed to memory. 

Begin by speaking the passage out loud at each dinner time starting on Sunday. 

Consider purchasing a white board. Place the white board in a commonly seen 

place and write the passage out at the beginning of the week. Review the passage 

in the mornings and in the evenings before bed. 
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Why Memorize Bible Passages? 
1. The passages provided give clear conceptions of Biblical truth.  

2. The Word is our primary weapon against temptation. 

3. Memorization equips us to witness to others about the way of salvation in a 
clear and concise manner. 

4. Memorization provides us with strength in the face of life’s hardships (and 
helps us strengthen others when they experience hardships.) 

5. Memorization provides us with comfort in times of sorrow (and helps us 
comfort others when they experience times of sorrow.) 

Tactics for Memorization 
Memorization can be hard work, but it is not impossible. Here are some tips on 
committing passages to memory: 

1. Frequently remind yourself and your children why memorization is 
important (see above.) 

2. Try to engage as many sense as possible. Begin by reading the passage out 
loud. Then write the passage out by hand. Each time the passage is written 
read the passage out loud. Try to erase certain words until the passage can be 
said by memory. This technique could be used on the family white board—
erase a couple words each day until, by the end of the week, the passage can 
be said without help. 

3. Repetition is the mother of learning. Repetition of the technique above is 
helpful. Repetition should be frequent but spaced throughout the week. 

4. Recall the passage—reciting the passage in the morning, at dinner, and in the 
evening helps with this. 

5. Know the meaning of the passage. Being able to paraphrase the passage can 
be helpful. Parents will need to teach children what the passage means 
(reading the passage in the context can help with giving the parent a better 
understanding of the passages meaning.) 

6. Have fun with learning—make a game of it.  
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CHURCH YEAR 
Week

PASSAGE

CHRISTMAS 1 
Dec 30 - Jan 5

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever. 

EPIPHANY 
Jan 6 - Jan 12

1 Timothy 2:4 God wants all people to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. 

THE BAPTISM OF 
OUR LORD 
Jan 13 - Jan 19

Matthew 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

EPIPHANY 2 
Jan 20 - Jan 26

Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. 

EPIPHANY 3 
Jan 27 - Feb 2

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation— 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life— of whom shall I be afraid? 

EPIPHANY 4 
Feb 3 - Feb 9

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

EPIPHANY 5 
Feb 10 - Feb 16

John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” 

EPIPHANY 6 
Feb 17 - Feb 23

Psalm 86:11 Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely 
on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, 
that I may fear your name. 

EPIPHANY 7 
Feb 24 - Mar 2

Romans 14:8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we 
die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord. 

CHURCH YEAR 
Week
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TRANSFIGURATION 
Mar 3 - Mar 9

Ephesians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

LENT 1 
Mar 10 - Mar 16

Ephesians 2:8–9 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 

LENT 2 
Mar 17 - Mar 23

Philippians 2:8 Jesus humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death— even death on a cross! 

LENT 3 
Mar 24 - Mar 30

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

LENT 4 
Mar 31 - Apr 6

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 

LENT 5 
Apr 7 - Apr 13

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

PALM SUNDAY 
Apr 14 - Apr 20

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, 
Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

EASTER 
Apr 21 - Apr 27

John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they die. 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week

 4



EASTER 2 
Apr 28 - May 4

1 Corinthians 15:17 And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 

EASTER 3 
May 5 - May 11

1 Corinthians 15:21–22 For since death came through 
a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 
through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ 
all will be made alive. 

EASTER 4 
May 12 - May 18

John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me.” 

EASTER 5 
May 19 - May 25

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

EASTER 6 
May 26 - Jun 1

Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 

EASTER 7 
Jun 2 - Jun 8

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life. 

PENTECOST 
Jun 9 - Jun 15

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go.” 

TRINITY 
Jun 16 - Jun 22

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.” 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week
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PENTECOST 2 
Jun 23 - Jun 29

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light 
on my path. 

PENTECOST 3 
Jun 30 - Jul 6

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ. 

PENTECOST 4 
Jul 7 - Jul 13

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

PENTECOST 5 
Jul 14 - Jul 20

Ephesians 2:20 Built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. 

PENTECOST 6 
Jul 21 - Jul 27

Mark 8:34 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 

PENTECOST 7 
Jul 28 - Aug 3

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work. 

PENTECOST 8 
Aug 4 - Aug 10

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us,

PENTECOST 9 
Aug 11 - Aug 17

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week
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PENTECOST 10 
Aug 18 - Aug 24

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I 
no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 

PENTECOST 11 
Aug 25 - Aug 31

Isaiah 55:11b My word will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it. 

PENTECOST 12 
Sep 1 - Sep 7

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

PENTECOST 13 
Sep 8 - Sep 14

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

PENTECOST 14 
Sep 15 - Sep 21

Proverbs 30:5 “Every word of God is flawless; he is a 
shield to those who take refuge in him. 

PENTECOST 15 
Sep 22 - Sep 28

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation— 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life— of whom shall I be afraid? 

PENTECOST 16 
Sep 29 - Oct 5

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say 
it again: Rejoice! 

PENTECOST 17 
Oct 6 - Oct 12

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

PENTECOST 18 
Oct 13 - Oct 19

2 Corinthians 12:9a “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week
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PENTECOST 19 
Oct 20 - Oct 26

Philippians 2:10–11 At the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

PENTECOST 20 
Oct 27 - Nov 2

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile. 

REFORMATION 
Nov 3 - Nov 9

John 8:31–32 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus 
said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” 

END TIME 2 
Nov 10 - Nov 16

Revelation 3:11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what 
you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

END TIME 3 
Nov 17 - Nov 23

Romans 8:38–39 For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

END TIME 4 
Nov 24 - Nov 30

Psalm 106:1 Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; his love endures forever. 

ADVENT 1 
Dec 1 - Dec 7

Revelation 22:20 He who testifies to these things 
says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus. 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week
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ADVENT 2 
Dev 8 - Dec 14

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

ADVENT 3 
Dec 15 - Dec 21

Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 
you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

ADVENT 4 
Dec 22

Galatians 4:4–5 But when the set time had fully 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we 
might receive adoption to sonship. 

PASSAGECHURCH YEAR 
Week
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