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1. Introduction
WHAT’S NEW IN CHAPTER 1?




1.1

This chapter contains several minor text updates regarding the Plan goals and objectives.
The chapter has been reorganized to present the purpose of the plan in a more straightforward
manner.
Goals and objectives have been slightly modified to more closely coincide with those found in the
2014 NJ State Mitigation Plan.
Purpose and Scope of the Plan Update

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) defines hazard mitigation as any sustained action taken
to reduce or eliminate the long‐term risk to human life and property from hazards.1 This may include a
wide range of actions including, but not limited to: adopting and enforcing building codes that harden
structures to potential damage; retrofitting buildings, bridges, and other infrastructure; planning for
businesses to reduce down‐time if a hazard occurs; and educating the public to prepare, mitigate
damage, and recover more quickly after impact of a hazard.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) promotes hazard mitigation planning as a
fundamental part of a four‐phase cycle of emergency management:
Mitigation: activities to eliminate or reduce the effects of future hazardous events;
Preparedness: planning and practicing responses to emergencies and hazardous events;
Response: assistance during and immediately following a disaster to safeguard life and property; and
Recovery: operations geared toward returning the community to pre‐disaster conditions.
1.2
Purpose of Creating a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan
The 2014 Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Update documents Bergen County's continuing attempts to
identify potential natural hazards and associated risks across jurisdictions and to develop an integrated
mitigation strategy. The Plan Update addresses the mitigation of potential damage to public, quasi‐
public, and private entities, facilities, and infrastructure. Through measures proposed in this plan,
Bergen County seeks to substantially reduce and/or eliminate long‐term risk to life and properties
associated with natural hazards.
The planning process helps to prepare citizens and government agencies to better respond when
disasters occur. Also, mitigation planning allows Bergen County and its municipalities to remain eligible
for mitigation grant funding for mitigation projects that will reduce the impact of future disaster events.
The long‐term benefits of mitigation planning include:
 An increased understanding of hazards faced by communities;
 A more sustainable and disaster‐resistant community;
 Financial savings through partnerships that support planning and mitigation efforts;
 Focused use of limited resources on hazards that have the biggest impact on the community;
and
 Reduced long‐term impacts and damages to human health and structures and reduced repair
costs.
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This Plan Update specifically emphasizes natural hazards and does not assess the risks or associated
mitigation measures of human‐caused hazards (such as terrorism) which are not within the purview of
this initiative. Such analyses and planning are being pursued at the federal, state and local levels under
other efforts.
This Plan Update is written in a clear, concise manner for all stakeholders of Bergen County to learn and
understand more about potential risks and vulnerability to natural hazards in the local environs. It
includes a strategy consisting of goals and measurable objectives to protect and mitigate for instances of
risk to Bergen County citizens and properties from exposure to such hazards.
As a result of reading this plan, it is hoped that stakeholders will realize that the responsibility for
mitigating natural hazards rests with everyone, and not merely with the government. Mitigation
planning should be evaluated for all aspects and locations associated with daily life: at home, in the
workplace, in schools and institutional establishments, at recreational facilities and functions, at retail
centers, and other locations and activity centers throughout the local communities.
1.3
Date of the Plan
The planning effort for this Plan update officially began on February XX, 2013, when the Planning Team
held the kickoff meeting and began to collect and assemble the data, mapping and information
contained in this plan. Since the kickoff date, work has proceeded on this update as separate FEMA
mitigation planning efforts have begun. The results of these FEMA efforts, specifically FIRM mapping
and the RiskMAP program, were not finalized in time for use in this Plan update. These items will be
addressed in Section 5: Plan Maintenance, and will also be included in future plan updates.
This Plan update is a living document. It will be amended as needed and will evolve as hazard mitigation
planning in Bergen County improves and advances.
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Figure 1.1: New Jersey Counties2
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1.4

Vision

It is the vision of Bergen County to be a premier northeastern locale recognized as a superior place to
live, work, and play. This vision is firmly based on the philosophy of sustainability ‐ balance of social,
economic, and environmental well‐being ‐ whereby the citizens of Bergen County shall strive to achieve
their needs and aspirations without compromising the ability of future generations to do the same. Vital
to this sustainability is the need to reduce the vulnerability of people and property to natural and
human‐caused disasters. The Bergen County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (Plan) is the means by
which such vulnerability to hazards, natural ones in particular, may be reduced in a proactive manner.
1.5

Goals and Objectives

For this Plan Update, the Planning Team reviewed the goals and objectives developed for the 2008 Plan,
and slightly amended the goals and objectives to be more consistent with those of the 2014 New Jersey
State Hazard Mitigation Plan. The following are the five mitigation goals that summarize the hazard
reduction outcomes the Bergen County planning area seeks to achieve.
Goal 1: Protect and promote public health and safety
Objectives
a. Achieve excellence in hazard mitigation planning through the diligent implementation of hazard
mitigation laws and regulations and the strengthening of applicable building codes, ordinances,
and enforcement;
b. Improve service to vulnerable populations; reduce harm resulting from emergencies;
c. Educate citizens regarding sustainable development, disaster preparedness and hazard mitigation;
and
d. Implement and maintain state‐of‐the‐art disaster warning systems.
Goal 2: Safeguard critical public facilities and infrastructure
Objectives
a. Analyze and mitigate potential impacts from hazards for all public facilities and infrastructure (new
and existing);
b. Implement mitigation programs that protect all critical governmental facilities and services and
promote reliability of systems to minimize impacts from hazards, maintain operations and expedite
recovery in emergencies;
c. Create back‐up facilities for critical systems such as water, sewer, digital data, electricity, and
communications for all critical facilities;
d. Formalize and implement best practices for protecting systems and networks; and
e. Reduce repetitive and severe repetitive losses.
Goal 3: Protect public and private property
Objectives
a. Adopt and enforce public policies to minimize impacts of development and enhance safe
construction in high‐hazard areas;
b. Integrate new hazard and risk information into building codes, land use planning mechanisms and
other public regulations;
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c. Educate public officials, developers, realtors, insurance agents, contractors, property owners, and
the general public regarding hazard vulnerability and potential severity as well as mitigation
planning;
d. Promote hazard mitigation of all public and privately‐owned property;
e. Improve hazard information databases and maps and increase accessibility to those resources;
f. Incorporate hazard mitigation into all community planning and projects;
g. Promote hazard mitigation for all historic structures; and
h. Promote post‐disaster mitigation as integral with repair and recovery efforts.
Goal 4: Promote economic vitality in Bergen County and its 70 constituent municipalities
Objectives
a. Partner with the private sector ‐ small and large businesses ‐ to promote hazard mitigation as
integral to standard business practices;
b. Educate businesses and community members regarding how economic vitality may be impacted by
potential hazards and how the impacts on the business sector may impact the local citizens; and
c. Partner with the private sector to create programs and processes whereby employees may be an
active, powerful resource for disaster preparedness and mitigation both on the job and at home.
Goal 5: Preserve the natural environment and promote human health
Objectives
a. Analyze the secondary effects of potential disasters on human and environmental health, such as
mold growth, hazardous material spills, chemical releases by fire/flood/ice, materials used for
cleanup and recovery, etc., and develop projects to mitigate potential impacts;
b. Convert all materials and chemicals used by government agencies in development, operations,
maintenance, etc., to environmentally benign and conservation friendly materials and chemicals,
considering a balance of social, economic, and environmental accounting;
c. Decrease consumption of energy at the municipal and county level (petrochemical, electrical, etc.);
d. Decrease greenhouse gas emissions;
e. Conduct educational programs regarding all manner of environmental and human health
awareness, including but not limited to, global warming, energy efficiency, carbon emissions,
recycling and reuse; and
f. Engage the public and private sectors in energy efficiency and carbon emission reduction programs
such as blanketing water heaters, converting to compact florescent lighting, weather proofing,
maintaining proper tire pressure, etc.
1.6

Plan Update Components

Chapter 1 – Introduction
This chapter includes the introduction, goals and objectives, purpose and scope of the Plan.
Chapter 2 – Planning Process
This chapter provides documentation of the process by which the County developed the Plan and
identification of parties involved.
Chapter 3 – Risk Assessment
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This chapter addresses the assessment of risk as a function of exposure to natural hazards including
descriptions of hazards, historical impacts of events, susceptible locations and the probabilities that
future hazards may occur. This chapter identifies structures and locations in Bergen County which are
vulnerable to natural hazard impact, estimates potential losses, and evaluates present and future land
use.
Chapter 4 – Mitigation Strategy
This chapter discusses the mitigation strategy, including specific mitigation actions, process for analyzing
effectiveness of such actions, and a plan for implementation. This chapter will also review 2008
mitigation actions and their status.
Chapter 5 – Plan Maintenance
This chapter details the future monitoring, maintenance and outreach approach for the Plan while also
reviewing maintenance and outreach activities since the 2008 Plan.
Chapter 6 – Plan Adoption
This chapter describes the adoption of the Plan by Bergen County as well as any/all jurisdictions herein
represented.
Chapter 7 – References
This chapter provides citations of references and resources that used in the planning process.
Several appendices provide supporting documentation for the Plan, including maps and graphics, and
references cited in the document. These are listed in the Table of Contents.
1.7

Participating Jurisdictions

This Plan represents the County of Bergen, its 70 constituent municipalities, one regional planning
commission, and one local authority.
Table 1.1: Participating Jurisdictions
Allendale
Alpine
Bergenfield
Bogota
Carlstadt
Cliffside Park
Closter
Cresskill
Demarest
Dumont
East Rutherford
Edgewater
Elmwood Park
Emerson
Englewood

Hasbrouck Heights
Haworth
Hillsdale
Ho‐Ho‐Kus
Leonia
Little Ferry
Lodi
Lyndhurst
Mahwah
Maywood
Midland Park
Montvale
Moonachie
New Milford
North Arlington

Ramsey
Ridgefield
Ridgefield Park
Ridgewood
River Edge
River Vale
Rochelle Park
Rockleigh
Rutherford
Saddle Brook
Saddle River
South Hackensack
Teaneck
Tenafly
Teterboro

DRAFT Bergen County Multi‐Jurisdictional All‐Hazards Mitigation Plan Update 2014

Page 1‐6

Section 1: Introduction

Englewood Cliffs
Fairlawn
Fairview
Fort Lee
Franklin Lakes
Garfield
Glen Rock
Hackensack
Harrington Park
New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission

Northvale
Norwood
Oakland
Old Tappan
Oradell
Palisades Park
Paramus
Park Ridge

Upper Saddle River
Waldwick
Wallington
Washington
Westwood
Woodcliff Lake
Wood‐Ridge
Wyckoff

Bergen County Utilities Authority

Bergen County
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Figure 1.2: Bergen County Mitigation Planning Area
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1

FEMA, Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000. http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1935

2

“New Jersey Counties,” New Jersey Meadowlands Commission, 2007.

DRAFT Bergen County Multi‐Jurisdictional All‐Hazards Mitigation Plan Update 2014

Page 1‐9

