
REGULAR SESSION BOARD MEETING
MINUTES 

REMOTE VIA ZOOM  

DATE: December 16, 2021 
TIME: 10:00 a.m. 
PLACE: Remote via Zoom 
RE: REGULAR SESSION REMOTE MEETING MINUTES 

Members in Attendance:   
John Ballantyne, Chairman 
Joseph Buckelew, Vice Chairman 
Vincent Prieto, President and CEO  
Robert Dowd, Member 
Armando Fontoura, Member 
Michael H. Gluck, Esq., Member  
Michael Griffin, NJ State Treasurer’s Representative  
Arthur Kapoor, Member   
Woody Knopf, Member 
Steven Plofker, Member  
Andrew Scala, Member 
Anthony Scardino, Member  
Louis J. Stellato, Member  
Robert Yudin, Member  

Absent:  
Michael Gonnelli, Member 

Also Attending:   
Christine Sanz, Senior Vice President/Chief Operating Officer 
Frank Leanza, Senior Vice President/Chief of Legal & Regulatory Affairs 
Adam Levy, Vice President of Legal & Regulatory Affairs 
John Duffy, Senior Vice President of Sports Complex Operations & Facilities  
Sara Sundell, Director of Land Use Management and Chief Engineer 
Anna Acanfora, Co-Director of Finance 
Steven Cattuna, Chief of Staff 
Teresa Doss, Co-Director/Chief Restoration Scientist, Meadowlands Research & Restoration Institute 
Dr. Angela Cristini, Director of the Meadowlands Environment Center 
Paula Speers, Financial Operations and Contracts Manager 
Brian Aberback, Public Information Officer 
Janice Venables, Governor’s Authorities Unit 
Colleen Mercado, Senior Operations Administrator 

Chairman Ballantyne called the meeting to order.  

I. Opening Statement – Chairman Ballantyne read the Notice of Meeting required under 
the Sunshine Law.  
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II. Roll Call

III. SPECIAL RECOGNITION
Chairman Ballantyne announced that Dr. Angela Cristini, Director of the Meadowlands
Environment Center, had recently obtained a $25,000 grant from the Taub Foundation for
student research on climate change. He briefly mentioned the three projects that Ramapo
students would be working on next summer that would be taking place mostly in the
Meadowlands.  He spoke on the various positions held by Dr. Cristini at Ramapo College
and noted that she is a biology professor and received her Ph.D. in Biology from the City
University of New York.

Dr. Cristini thanked everyone for the support over the past eighteen years. She briefly 
explained how she had been approached in regards to these potential grants.  She said that in 
the end instead of just one project, she sent in three potential projects and instead of applying 
for just $5,000, she applied for the limit of $25,000. She said that she was absolutely delighted 
to have students that will be working in the field this summer with MRRI and working with 
her educators in the Science Center. She concluded by saying the Center was back in full 
force and completely booked for the month of April. 

President Prieto said that the NJSEA was very appreciative for everything Dr. Cristini has 
done, and said that aside from being a remarkable educator, she has brought more than $1 
million dollars in grants over the years to the NJSEA.  He noted that the State’s First Lady 
had touted the mobile food lab and said she thought it was fantastic when it was brought to 
the State House.  He concluded by saying that he looks forward to many more endeavors.  

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND CASH DISBURSEMENTS

Chairman Ballantyne presented the minutes from the November 18, 2021 Regular Session
Remote Board meeting.

Upon motion made by Commissioner Gluck and seconded by Commissioner Yudin, the
minutes of the Regular Session Remote Board Meeting held on November 18, 2021, were
unanimously approved.

Chairman Ballantyne presented the report of cash disbursements over $100,000 for the
month of November 2021.

Upon motion by Commissioner Scala and seconded by Commissioner Gluck, the cash  
disbursements over $100,000 for the month of November 2021 were unanimously approved. 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATON ON RESOLUTIONS  - None. 

VI. APPROVALS

Resolution 2021-32     Consideration of a Resolution Authorizing the Placement of Property,
Auto, Terrorism, General Liability, Umbrella, Marine & Hull, Public 
Officials, Crime & Fiduciary, Drone Hull Liability, Medical 
Professional, Terrorism, Heliport Liability, and Cyber Insurance 
Policies. 
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Ms. Acanfora explained the process undertaken by the Authority’s insurance broker, Willis 
Towers Watson, in securing the placement of the Authority’s policies.  She said that there 
was an increase of 18.9% over the expiring policies.  She noted that most of the increase was 
in property, general liability, commercial, excess liability, crime and fiduciary policies.  She 
concluded by thanking Ms. Paula Speers for all of her hard work in submitting all the 
required information and she also thanked Commissioner Buckelew for his assistance during 
this process.   

Commissioner Buckelew said that it had been a long several months in getting this program 
together. He thanked Ms. Speers for being so diligent and helpful; and said that staff had 
done a good job. He said that Willis had done a good job in his estimation and had gone to 
every market possible to get the Authority good prices. 

Chairman Ballantyne presented Resolution 2021-32.  Upon motion by Vice Chairman 
Buckelew   and seconded by Commissioner Yudin, Resolution 2021-32 was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 14-0. 

VII. CONTRACTS/AWARDS

Resolution 2021-33  Consideration of a Resolution Authorizing the President and CEO to
Enter into a Contract with Allied Painting of New Jersey for Coating of 
the Support Piles for the NJSEA Administration and Environment 
Center Buildings. 

Mr. Duffy explained that NJSEA had advertised last November for the maintenance work 
necessary on the piles associated with the Administration and Environment Center buildings 
in Lyndhurst. He advised there were two bidders; with Allied Painting being the low bidder.  
He said that the work entails the maintenance necessary to recoat and repaint the wood and 
steel piles associated with the facilities. He concluded by saying that staff is recommending 
to move forward with Allied Painting.    

Chairman Ballantyne presented Resolution 2021-33.  Upon motion by Commissioner 
Scardino and seconded by Commissioner Gluck, Resolution 2021-33 was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 14-0.   

Resolution 2021-34 Consideration of a Resolution Authorizing Execution of Agreement 
with New Jersey Transit for Acquisition of NJSEA-owned property for 
the Portal Bridge Project.  

Mr. Levy explained that New Jersey Transit was in the process of acquiring right of ways 
necessary to construct and maintain the Portal Bridge project, which spans the Hackensack 
River in Kearny.  He stated that New Jersey Transit had identified parcels at the base of the 
1A landfill in Kearny, which is owned by NJSEA, as part of the acquisition.  He said that two 
of the parcels will be acquired at a fee and one parcel would be acquired as an easement over 
the property.  He continued by saying that the acquisition was initiated by NJ Transit as an 
eminent domain action and the final compensation number was reached as a result of 
bonafide negotiations between the two agencies pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act.  He 
said the settled amount of total compensation was $125,000, which will be paid by NJ Transit 
at the time of closing.   
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Commissioner Yudin inquired as to the process used to come up with the $125,000 price and 
asked if there had been an independent appraiser involved for the NJSEA. He felt the price 
was low and asked if a figure was ever put forth relative eminent domain.  

Mr. Levy responded by saying that there were two appraisals issued by appraisers hired by 
NJ Transit; one appraisal was very low and one was very high.  He said that the Authority 
used in-house expertise instead of hiring an appraiser.  He explained that the parcels are part 
of a closed landfill; totaling only 1.88 acres; were partly wetlands and not developable 
property. He went on to explain that this was a public works project and as a state entity 
NJSEA wanted to help move this project forward due to the disrepair of the Portal Bridge 
and the need for it to be fixed as soon as possible.   

Chairman Ballantyne presented Resolution 2021-34. Upon motion by Commissioner Scardino 
and seconded by Commissioner Fontoura, Resolution 2021-34 was unanimously approved 
by a vote of 14-0.   

VIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – None.

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Chairman Ballantyne stated that there was no need to go into Executive Session.

Before adjourning, Chairman Ballantyne thanked the NJSEA staff for their dedication and 
hard work during the past year.  He stated that as he had said in the past it is not just a job 
for the staff, it is truly a labor of love. He when on to say that it was a great honor and 
pleasure to be a part of this Board and to chair it. He wished everyone very happy holidays 
and a happy, healthy new year. 

President Prieto thanked the Commissioners for all their hard work and advice they give.  He 
said that the staff goes out of their way to put out a product that is incredible and they go 
above and beyond. He wished everyone a happy holiday and healthy new year; and hoped to 
gather together in person soon. 

X. ADJOURNMENT   
With no further business, motion was made to adjourn by Commissioner Scala, seconded 
by Commissioner Fontoura followed by all in favor. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

I certify that on information and belief this is a true and accurate transcript of the Minutes of 
the Regular Session of the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority Remote Board 
Meeting held on December 16, 2021. 

 Christine Sanz 
Assistant Secretary 
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 December 16, 2021 

Commissioner Roll Call 2021-32 2021-33 2021-34 

Ballantyne, Chairman P Y Y Y 

Buckelew, Vice Chairman P Y Y Y 

Prieto P Y Y Y 

Dowd P Y Y Y 

Fontoura  P Y Y Y 

Gluck  P Y Y Y 

Gonnelli - - - - - - - - 

Kapoor P Y Y Y 

Knopf P Y Y Y 

Plofker P Y Y Y 

Scala P Y Y Y 

Scardino P Y Y Y 

Stellato P Y Y Y 

Yudin  P Y Y Y 

Treasury Rep Griffin P Y Y Y 

P = Present    A = Abstain     - -   Absent       
R  = Recuse   Y = Affirmative   N = Negative 




