
December 20, 2021 

 

The Board of Public Works & Safety met on Monday, December 20, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marion City Council Chambers. Present were Alex Huskey, Janice Adams, Cindy Cunningham, 

Brian Flynn, Linda Wilk, and secretary to the board.  

 

Motion to approve the minutes for December 6, 2021- Brian Flynn; seconded Cindy 

Cunningham. 

Motion carried. 

 

Marion Police Department- Promotions 

Alex Huskey: Good morning, Chief. 

Chief Angela Haley: Good morning. Thank you for having us. We have two retirements at the 

very beginning of the year. Deputy Chief Dorsey is retiring after 35 years of service on the 

department. He has been my partner in crime for over 20 years now and I am going to miss him a 

lot. I have depended on him for counsel and will probably still make phone calls to him on 

occasion. He has been some body that I have valued his opinion a lot. So, he is retiring at the 

beginning of the year. We are also having Mark Kilgore will be retiring as well. Mark Kilgore 

has been with the department for 20 years but worked for the city of Marion in the at the street 

department. So, while he is retiring as a police officer he is going to stay on with the Marion 

Police Department as a civilian employee and he is going to take care of evidence which is 

something that he is doing currently. We changed that from a police position to a civilian 

position so he will be staying with us although he will be retiring. In preparation for the New 

Year we put job bids out for the different vacancies that would be coming open. Deputy Chief 

Dorsey will be his position will be filled by Larry Shaw who hired on in 1994 right before I did 

as a police officer. He has been in criminal investigations division. Has been a sergeant and also 

is working as a captain on day shift. So, he will be assuming the role as deputy chief in January. 

The next position to fill obviously with him moving up was the captain’s position. Jeff Wells 

will be promoted to captain in January. He will actually be assuming the captains position on 

second shift. Jeff has been a police officer for over twenty years now. He was K9 officer, did a 

lot in the way of interdiction and is also a valuable member of the department, somebody who 

who’s counseled and I find valuable. Jeff is a straight shooter that is no bull there. He will tell 

you exactly what he thinks and I appreciate that. We also made a move to fill actually three 

sergeant position. We will have a sergeant who is being promoted who will be in charge of our 

training division. That is something that Deputy Chief Dorsey oversaw. I wanted to be little more 

methodical with it and actually have get more training in for the officers that work in the 

department. So we felt like that was a move we needed to make. It is a position that we have left 

unfilled for a number of years because of manpower issues and we have worked to try to remedy 

that. That is not something that we are seeing happen so we went ahead and made the move 

anyway. Hoping that this will help us not just with that but also kind of having him help with 

recruitment as well. So, Jared Reel he is currently right now he is working for Marion High 

School. So he was working for schools and left to come do this real quick, so Jared Reel will be 

over seeing that. Jared is a defensive tactics instructor, Taser instructor. He is somebody whose 

counsel I have also sought on numerous occasions for use of force incidents and just questions 

about training and where we needed to go with things. The final two positions are sergeants 

within the patrol division and that is Michael Ross and Andy Bonneau. Both of these men have 



served for a number of years. Michael Ross has been with the department for twelve years and 

before that the Grant County Sheriff’s department as a jail officer. His father is captain, retired 

captain Michael Ross of the Grant County Sheriff's Department. He was there a number of years. 

And then Andy Bonneau who’s been with us a little over five now, getting ready to enter his 

sixth year. But he was a reserve officer for a few years before he joined the Marion Police 

Department as well. Michael served on the Jean Team Drug task force and was kind of a leader 

over there. And, will be making the transition to be moving over here. They both are currently 

working as sergeants on their respective shifts. Andy is on day shift and Michael is on third shift 

right now so these are the newest members of the staff and newest promotions for Marion Police 

Department.  

Alex Huskey: Alright, are there any questions for Chief Haley or any of the newly promoted or 

soon to be promoted officers. Alright well I just want to personally congratulate you all on your 

selection for these roles. All but one of you I know personally and I really am excited to see you 

move into these roles and I am excited to see the change that you will bring and the organization 

and the growth potential so I thank you for your commitments to the community. Thank you for 

your commitments to service and thank you for accepting this challenge and for those of you that 

your families, thank them in these tumultuous times for allowing you to continue to serve in 

these capacities because I also know that without the support of family it would be almost 

impossible to continue these rolls. So, thank you.  

Chief Haley: Thank you. 

Linda Wilk: Alex if I could just say one thing. I also am thankful for all of you and for what you 

do every day and to just to say thank you Chief Haley for recognizing how important training is 

and making that a specific officer I just think that is really important especially now with so 

much going on in the world. I just think it is but again I thank each one of you for your 

dedication, for your service. It is not easy, it is not something I would ever do and so I am just 

very appreciative so thank you very much.  

Chief Haley: Thank you.  

Marion Police Department- Awards of Merit 

Chief Haley: Mayor Alumbaugh, Chief of Staff Flynn, and Officers Fletcher, your guests and 

Officer Bosquez if you have any guest bring them forward please. So, I am really pleased to be 

up here again with two members of Marion Police Department. I wanted to recognize them and 

present them with the award of merit for life saving job that they did on a call recently. Officers 

Bosquez and Fletcher I have had the pleasure of hiring both of these guys. Sometimes when you 

are going through applications time and time again it gets a little daunting sometimes but these 

two give me hope. Both of these men were great hires they represent the Marion Police 

Department and the City of Marion well. I am proud to have been the Chief that hired both of 

them. I have an award for both of them. They were actually on the same call so I am going to 

read one designation.  

*Chief read the award* 

Chief Haley: Their intervention saved this man’s life and allowed him to get the help he needed 

and to say thank you is probably not enough. Both of these men are humble and will probably 

both tell you that they were just doing their job but to that man and to his family it meant the 

world. So…thank you. You guys have a lot to be proud of. Would you like to say anything? 

Unknown officer: Right now I have to admit this is the best department to work for and I am 

very proud to be part of it.  



Unknown officer: She was right. We were just doing our job. We come to work every day 

(inaudible) Johnny and the majority of the people on our department, we love serving this city, 

we love working with the people in our department, we love the comradery, but we couldn’t do it 

without our families. So I am very thankful for my wife, my kids. So, thank you for the 

opportunity to serve.  

Alex Huskey: Members of the Board of Works any comments? 

Linda Wilk: Yeah, if I could just. When I read this I, I just started to cry. I mean it is amazing 

what you two did to put it into words is really, really hard, and again for your family the support 

I am sure you receive from them. I mean it is just amazing, I am just so thankful that you both 

are on this department.  

Janice Adams: Just to Chief Haley and to you guys. It was amazing. I read the piece here and I 

like Linda, I just thought of you guys and what that must have been for you, and so I know Chief 

Haley I am sure that guys have support and that if you need some counseling as a result of you 

experienced because it was an experience for you also, but I commend you both for your support 

and for your service to the community. Awesome job. Thank you for serving. 

Alex Huskey: And I like, I like those words. Because one of the things you were doing your job I 

like that but I like the fact that you did your job above and beyond. And, the fact of the matter is 

this is a thankless job and we do go through things in our lives in this profession that others 

wouldn’t even be able to imagine and so the fact that we have someone that shows the 

compassion and care and recognizing you but also a group that says if you need self-care and 

you need other care please don’t hesitate to take advantage of those services. So thank you for 

what you are doing. Thank you for being the people that you and thank you for your service to 

our community. We are better with you.  

Chief Haley: Thank you. 

Building Department: Demolitions 

Alex Huskey: Whitney Gilbert is going to speak on Jerry Foustnight’s behalf. We have three 

properties for consideration. 2105 W. 12th St., 124 S. Boots St., 521 N. Washington St. Good 

morning. 

Whitney Gilbert: Good morning, how is everyone. So we just have the three properties. Aisha 

has the paperwork that you had asked Jerry for on some demos and things. So, I don’t know 

which one you guys have first but the first one I have here is the 2105 W. 12th. We sent out 

notice. All of the notices we sent out got sent back. When we got the title work back we sent all 

interested properties, or excuse me persons. I mean it is pretty simple on this one. We sent out 

notice, didn’t get anything back. It has been boarded up, it has been in a state of disrepair for 

quite some time. No communication from any of the owners. I think there are some pictures in 

there for you. But any of the boarding up and things that are done it that, we have done that. That 

is not by the property owner that is what we have done. If anybody has any questions on it I am 

happy to answer what I know. 

Alex Huskey: Linda do you have any questions, or anyone else have any questions. 

Brian Flynn: I think this is one of them that we carried forward. 

Linda Wilk: It is.  

Whitney Gilbert: It is and I updated. I apologize for that clerical error. I updated that the dates 

and things in the paperwork for the signatures. Yeah. 

Alex Huskey: And still no correspondence back right. 

Whitney Gilbert: No sir. 

Alex Huskey: Okay, that being said I would entertain a motion. 



Motion to approve the demolition of 2105 W. 12th St-Linda Wilk; seconded Cindy Cunningham. 

Motion carried. 

Alex Huskey: Thank you. 

124 S. Boots St. 

Whitney Gilbert: Thank you. Okay. The next one I have in here is the 124 S. Boots. It has been 

like that for quite some time. I believe it use to be city owned and the occupants have since been 

removed. We did have some communication from the property owner. They did receive their 10 

day notice. And he did express some interest in our demolition program. So there was some 

communication there but at the end of day there was nothing really done. The boarding up on the 

property we have done that. I believe there was some communication with the owner and code 

enforcement when they did that. But little was done after that so Jerry decided after complaint, 

after complain, after complaint; Riverside Community Credit Union we get complaints from 

there. They sit there and look at it all day long. People across the street. It is boarded up on the 

lower level but the top level we have got reports that people go up there and they are somehow 

getting in it. Don’t know you know how true that is but so it has been like that for quite some 

time, like I said he expressed some interest in the program. We sent him the application, we sent 

things like that. I believe Jerry spoke to him on the phone but after that little was done with it so 

that is kind of where we are with that. There are pictures in there I believe from the beginning of 

December and just a few days ago. It looks clearer now. It looks somewhat cleared. But in the 

summer time when all that vegetation is well and alive it is pretty, it is pretty difficult for our 

people to get in there and cut all of that down. In addition to all the trash that is hidden there so. 

Alex Huskey: Are there any questions? 

Linda Wilk: You said that the homeowner reached out and was interested in the demo program 

and then didn’t follow through. 

Whitney Gilbert: He did not yeah. 

Linda Wilk: When this is demoed I am assuming it will go back on the homeowner to pay. 

Whitney Gilbert: Yep, yep. 

Linda Wilk: Okay. Is there any advantage for him to do it this way or to do it through the 

homeowner program versus the city doing it? 

Whitney Gilbert: There is, there is. They will pay a $500 fee for the use of our excavator. If we 

take it this route and take it through the Board of Works they are charged more penalty costs for 

the use of more of our equipment, things of that nature. So, some of that, some of that is waived 

when they pay the $500 fee. They agree to it and then they pay us our invoice either on a 

payment plan or in full. We have had some of both. It is more beneficial for them to go through 

with that program but yeah so it is I would say it is more beneficial for them. 

Linda Wilk: So, now that it has come to us and if we approve this he does not have that option or 

would he still.  

Whitney Gilbert: I don’t know that Jerry would, I don’t know how Jerry would do that. If he did 

come to Jerry he may still entertain that but that would be something that depending on what the 

situation is. I mean, if he feels comfortable and thinks that he is going to follow through that may 

be something he entertains but… 

Linda Wilk: I guess I am just curious if because it would I don’t know if he would more than 

likely- my thing is you may more likely to get your money out of him that way as opposed to the 

other. 



Whitney Gilbert: Yeah. Yes, and that is what I definitely think, I don’t think all communication 

is cut off after this point. I think he would he may entertain it like I said depending on the 

situation. 

Brian Flynn: I think they have a window of opportunity to appeal the decision so during that 

window if that homeowner would approach … 

Alex Huskey: And past precedence has been set on that where if the individual comes back with 

good faith effort they have been allowed to do that. 

Linda Wilk: I don’t want to stop it from being demolished I just wanted to see you know what 

the process is. 

Whitney Gilbert: Sure.  

Alex Huskey: In the past what we have done is approved it to be demolished but then we, that 

still just gives them time to get things in motion if they choose to do so. Any additional 

questions, comments, or concerns. Seeing there are none I would entertain a motion. 

Motion to approve the demolition of 124 S. Boots St.-Brian Flynn; seconded Cindy 

Cunningham. 

Motion carried.  

521 N. Washington St. 

Whitney Gilbert: Then we have 521 N. Washington. This one when we originally sent out the 

first notice which is what we call our ten day letter the property owner address is listed as Rick 

Rogers his address, his mailing address was the Grant County State Bank. So, that is where the 

first initial letter went. They received both of them and made contact with us. Once we spoke to a 

lady with the state bank we sent her pictures you kind of gave her an update. We also at that time 

sent the ten day letter back out to Rick Rogers at his home address along with the pictures that 

we sent the bank. So, that went out twice. Rick Rogers never made communication, the bank did 

the one time but after that no action was really taken. I know the pictures kind of show that the 

back of the property they are pulling trash out and they gradually clean it up and pull some more 

out and gradually clean it up but the main unsafe structure issue for us is the side of the building. 

I don’t know if you notice in the picture on the north side there’s bricks almost the corner of the 

building is falling to the ground. They have made some attempts to put some crates or some kind 

of wood up there to block that hole. Then I think they have closed up a couple of the openings. 

But the unsafe structure part of is actually not being has not been fixed.  

Linda Wilk: Who owns this, is it, does Rick Rogers still own it or does the bank? 

Whitney Gilbert: He does own it. He I am assuming…she had made mention of was it possible, 

she was asking was it possible if they move his loan to another property I am assuming he has 

several or move it to a different account and then give this property to someone else. Which 

naturally we don’t necessarily want that to be done. Because it just moves the problem to 

somebody else 

Alex Huskey: Yes. 

Unknown speaker: Actually I work at the bank sorry. Just to clarify a little bit. We are in the 

process of foreclosing on all of his properties. So we don’t own it as of yet. I attended the 

hearing to figure out what is going to happen with the building. But we don’t have it back in our 

possession as of yet. He is still responsible for it.  

Linda Wilk: Gotcha. 

Cindy Cunningham: Would the bank be interested in doing the owners demolition like Whitney 

was talking about earlier on the other property? 



Unknown speaker: I am not sure. To be honest with you I am not going to be the person who will 

make that call. However, definitely I would like to take your information. I don’t know what 

representative you spoke with at the bank. 

Whitney Gilbert: Sherry. I believe we talked to Sherry she called for… 

Unknown speaker: So, I know I actually work with Sherry. So if I will take your information and 

take it to who we work for and we will go from there. 

Whitney Gilbert: Okay. 

Alex Huskey: Any additional questions? I would entertain a motion. 

Motion to approve the demolition of 521 N. Washington Street- Linda Wilk; seconded Brian 

Flynn. 

Motion carried. 

Alex Huskey: Thank you. Alright.  

Whitney Gilbert: You folks have the list of all of the properties? 

Cindy Cunningham: Thank you Whitney. 

Whitney Gilbert: You are welcome. You guys have a Merry Christmas. Thank you. 

Board of Works Manual 

Alex Huskey: By the way Whitney thank you for getting us the property list. 

Whitney Gilbert: Oh yes, not a problem, not a problem. 

Alex Huskey: Councilwoman Fouce I have a copy for you up here. The next item on the agenda 

is the Board of Works Manual. And as we look at the Board of Works Manual I will just make a 

few statements before I entertain a motion to accept it and its revisions. One of the challenges 

that we have is that when new individuals come on the board. There is really not a training 

process for them. This manual provides a lot of good oversight and good information for those 

individuals so they know the roles and responsibility of the board. It also adds a little bit more 

clarity in those areas that become convoluted or confused. As we look at the Board of Works 

Manual one of the things that I want to do just to show you and so you can have for reference 

you will also have a packet a pdf document that has statutes related to the Board of Works. One 

of the interesting things and this is not and exhausted list this is just a this is a quick first blush 

look at the state statues that govern Board of Works and one of the things that we get into a lot of 

times is we hear people say things like other cities and other towns do certain things. But if you 

look through these statutes what you will find now is that the state law is very specific in respect 

to first, second and third class cities, what the roles and responsibilities of the Board of Works 

does. So a lot of times when you hear people say well other people, other places do this we also 

have to compare that with are they are first, second or third class city? Does the law specifically 

carve out state statute, does state law specifically carve out statutes that are solely the 

responsibility for a governing body our size. And then what do those responsibilities entail as it 

relates to the functions and so I wanted you all to have this so that when those issues or those 

questions come up you can have a quick reference guide to say wait a minute let’s look and see 

is this pertaining to first, second, or third class cities. There is certain you know there is like 

some cities they don’t have zoning boards so the council does a lot of the work that the Board of 

Works would do if they don’t have a zoning board or they are not allowed to have them. So, I 

just wanted you all to have this. As you looked through this manual as you were preparing for 

the review for today and so that you can make an informed decision about the manual moving 

forward. I would entertain any questions, comments, or concerns about the Board of Works 

Manual. 



Brian Flynn: Alex, one question I had I know that we have incorporated the policy on electronic 

meetings, is that something that is appropriate to include some language in our manual? 

Alex Huskey: It is. So we can actually, you can choose to do a couple of things today. We can 

choose to approve this manual as is and then make an addendum later or you can choose to table 

this, add that language and then bring it back and approve the binder as a whole document. Any 

other comments or questions? Concerns? I will entertain a motion as to the pleasure of this board 

whether we approve this in its entirety and make and addendum later or that we will table it.  

Motion to table the Board of Works manual with the ability to add the information about 

electronic meetings since that seems to be a really pertinent part of what should be in there- 

Linda Wilk; seconded Brian Flynn. 

Motion carried. 

Alex Huskey: Thank you. 

Linda Wilk: The only thing the only other problem I would say is a time line for when that will 

be done. So that this doesn’t drag out. Because the goal was to look at this every year, correct? 

Alex Huskey: So typically it is best to look at it after the legislative session has ended in case 

there’s amendments. So, I would say that we would look at this at least the second meeting in 

January now. And then again, revisit again in July after the legislative session. 

Linda Wilk: That is fine. 

Aisha Richard: So that will be the 18th. 

Alex Huskey: The other thing that I would make as a recommendation and I had this thought 

looking at the agenda today but as it relates to the Board of Works meeting. I would, and this 

does not have to have any action today but it does deal with the binder and we can make 

additions to this as we choose. I think it is important for example for the promotions today, I 

think it is important for us to have liaisons to the police, a liaison to the fire, and even when it 

comes to the property and the demolitions, a liaison from the board that works closely with the 

building department. So, I would just encourage us as we move forward with this to consider 

language about each year appointing liaisons from the board that will specifically work with 

these entities to bring new information, share information and help us to really make those 

informed decisions moving forward. Comments, questions, concerns? 

Linda Wilk: In doing that it would be nice to have language as what those liaisons 

responsibilities are and include that in the manual so that people are informed as to what that 

means for them. What the time commitment is, what the expectation is. And if you have ideas on 

that since you are proposing that if you could put that together Alex? 

Alex Huskey: I would. I will definitely do that. I just wanted to make sure that we had 

(inaudible) 

Linda Wilk: I mean I think that is a good idea I just would like to know what (inaudible) 

Alex Huskey: Sure. 

Linda Wilk: Now also saying all that would the expectation if it is a contract year and I am the 

police liaison that I would be making myself available to be a part of the contract negotiations? 

Alex Huskey: Yes. 

Linda Wilk: Then that needs to be in there too because that could definitely limit someone’s 

ability to do that.  

Alex Huskey: And it wouldn’t necessarily require all meetings but meetings where before things 

are brought back to the board for a decision so that you can have the perspective. Yeah, I like 

that. Thank you. 



Janice Adams: Would that information be discussed in an open setting like this or would you 

meet outside of that to go over what the liaison would bring back? 

Alex Huskey: So what when the liaison would bring the information back it would be in a board 

meeting that we would make those discussions.  

Aisha Richard: I just ask that you let me know so that I can get it on the agenda. 

Alex Huskey: Yes. 

Linda Wilk: So it wouldn’t be standing agenda items it would be on the agenda as needed. 

Alex Huskey: Yes, as needed. Great questions, great questions. Alright. Thank you. The next 

item on the agenda is public comment. Do we have anyone that has anything for public 

comment, Mayor, Chief of Staff? Alright. 

Public Comment 

Mayor Jess Alumbaugh: I really want you guys to know how pleased I am with this board. You 

guys operate with intelligence and wisdom on every issue I have seen that you have to deal with 

and I just want you to know how grateful I am to have this board in place and Merry Christmas 

to all of you. 

Board members: Thank you Mayor, Merry Christmas. 

Councilwoman Robin Fouce: Merry Christmas as well. Thank you again for all of the work that 

you do and looking for greater things in 2022. Blessings and safety to you and all of your 

families.  

Board Members: Thank you. 

Alex Huskey: Also, I would like to say holiday greetings and best wishes to everyone. A lot of 

challenges going on yet still in our society but we are , I am thankful for each and every last one 

of you and the work that you have done. Thank you for your support over the last year and your 

push. We need both, both support and push. I have enjoyed serving as your president this past 

year and I look forward to seeing what next year elections has. 

 

Motion to approve the payment of the bills for December 20, 2021- Brian Flynn; seconded Cindy 

Cunningham. 

Motion carried 

 

Motion to adjourn-Linda Wilk; seconded Janice Adams. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Alex Huskey- President 

Board of Public Works & Safety  

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Aisha Richard- Secretary 

Board of Public Works & Safety 

 

 

 

 


