
April 19, 2021 

 

The Board of Public Works & Safety met on Monday, April 19, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marion City Council Chambers. Present were Linda Wilk, Alex Huskey, Cindy Cunningham, 

Dana Gault (by ZOOM) and secretary to the board.  

 

Motion to approve the minutes for March 15, 2021- Linda Wilk; seconded Cindy Cunningham. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the minutes for April 5, 2021- Linda Wilk; seconded Cindy Cunningham. 

Motion carried. 

 

Building Department- 312 W. 2nd St. 

Jerry Foustnight: Good morning. We are here today to discuss first 312 W. 2nd Street. The one 

that we had put on and uh given two extensions of thirty days. That is completed. They did make 

the repairs and everything. So we uh would like to move forward and dismiss that. We do have 

Mr. Huskey we do have a paper here for you to sign concerning that you know that you have 

affirmed that we will dismiss it okay. 

Alex Huskey: Okay. 

Jerry Foustnight: Our second… 

Alex Huskey: Before we move to the second one are there any questions for Mr. Foustnight? 

Cindy Cunningham: No, it looks like he is really moving on it and we appreciate that.  

Jerry Foustnight: Yeah, sometimes it is difficult when you are dealing with individuals that live 

out of state. Trying to communicate with them and everything. I feel we were fortunate because 

his nephew is local a local contractor, landlord and I have had communication with him and uh 

he was able to make sure that he got it taken care of.  

Alex Huskey: Okay and Aisha when we voted last I know we voted to post pone any action by 

the board did we also vote at that time that the matter would be dismissed if the work was 

completed in time. 

Aisha Richard: No. 

Alex Huskey: So let’s go ahead and I would entertain a motion if the board is so inclined. 

 

Motion to dismiss any demolition plans against the property at 312 W. 2nd St. - Linda Wilk; 

seconded Cindy Cunningham. Motion carried. 

 

Jerry Foustnight: Thank you and thank you for clearing up that issue. I guess I was just assuming 

that those (inaudible). The next address that we would like to bring before you is a structure 

located here in town. It is at 721 W. 14th St., this structure is across the street from it used to be 

the old Flynn Home. Now it is a rehab building anyway it is directly across the street from there 

as you go up the hill. In your brochure you should see the pictures of the structure where some of 

the walls are or have been demolished or are missing. We consider this an unsafe structure. 

Again, this was brought to us by the attention of individuals complaining concerning this 

structure. We as a department we go throughout the city and if we see structures that we feel 

needs to be brought before you we will do that but also a lot of these are complaints that are 

generated through neighbors of this structure. So, having said that I would ask that you affirm 

our order for the process of a demo on this property. If you will see on the back sheet we did do 



our due diligence. We did make sure that we did the correct procedure on each one of them and 

uh we would ask at this time that you vote affirmative for us to continue on this demo project.  

Alex Huskey: Are there questions, comments, concerns? And Mr. Foustnight so we are clear 

what has been the time frame that the individuals have been contacted regarding this property? 

Jerry Foustnight: Well on February the 5th of this year we sent a ten day notice to them to a Mr. 

Jeffrey Carpenter he lives in Muncie. We did send out a notice a ten day notice to him on that. 

On 2-11-2021 a certified letter was returned to the sender which would be us. On 2-12-21 we 

ordered the paperwork from Grant County Abstract they on February 28th first class ten day letter 

returned to us on that date. On 3-5-21 we received the title work from Grant County Abstract and 

then we sent out a Board of Works notices on 3-8-21 to Jeffrey Carpenter again in Muncie and 

uh to Kenneth E. and Brenda Lowe doing business of Beneficial Mortgage in Marion. Then on 3-

11-21 certified mailing was returned to us with no signatures. So we did go through Mr. Huskey 

we did go through the property steps as far as notification and all. 

Alex Huskey: Right. It looks like there haven’t been any property taxes paid on the property 

since 2015 at least.  

Jerry Foustnight: Yes.  

Alex Huskey: Okay. Thank you. 

Jerry Foustnight: And so this as you see in the pictures and everything this structure is in really 

bad shape we decided to move forward and put this on our list (inaudible). 

Alex Huskey: Okay. Thank you.  

Linda Wilk: And then the cost of the demo will just be added to the taxes that have not been 

paid. Is that right? It will be a lien? 

Jerry Foustnight: What, what we do Linda is once we do the demo we will put a lien against the 

property for the amount of the expenses that we have. Those expenses also include the Grant 

County Abstract. I believe it is $225 or $250 every time we, we uh order the title work for that. 

So every expense that we have will be put in as a lien, but first we by statute we have to send out 

a notice to that individual. We will send out the notice or the statement stating they have so many 

days to pay. If we don’t receive anything then our next step would be the lien against the 

property.  

Linda Wilk: And that stays until the property is sold correct? 

Jerry Foustnight: Yes, yes. And occasionally we will get where we just had one the other day 

where we had a lien against a property and someone wanted to purchase the property and they 

paid almost $1700 for a lien that we had against some property.  

Alex Huskey: Okay. 

Jerry Foustnight: So you know is it timely no, it is a slow process but as long as we have those in 

place it protects us or protects the city and eventually if someone is purchase that property they 

would pay that money to us.  

Alex Huskey: Any other questions? I would entertain a motion. 

 

Motion to approve the demolition for 721 W. 14th St. - Cindy Cunningham; seconded Linda 

Wilk. Motion carried. 

 

Jerry Foustnight: Thank you. 

Alex Huskey: And thank you for your due diligence on that Mr. Foustnight. 

Jerry Foustnight: Our next property we have to bring before the board is 3234 S. Boots St. This 

property the foundation is pretty much deteriorated and there are some other issues with the 



property and stuff. If you would look and see that. What, what we would like to do again we 

would like to have the demo order put in place so we can get it on our list of properties that we 

would like to demo. As you can see in the pictures that we provided for you (inaudible). We 

would like to take and again Mr. Huskey we did do our correct paperwork. We started this 

process on February 1st of 2021 which is when our ten day letters were sent out. Do you want me 

to go through each one of them? 

Alex Huskey: No Sir. 

Jerry Foustnight: Okay. They are all in place here. This is estate the individual that lived there. 

She passed away and her sister was living with her and she passed away. Then we contacted the 

individual who was responsible for it the daughter lives in Michigan. She said she has nothing to 

do with it wants nothing to do with it. Threatened the city, that if we continued to send letters she 

was going to take legal action against us per our legal counsel we were told to go ahead and do 

the procedure. So we did our best to contact them again and to this date we have not received 

anything from them. 

Cindy Cunningham: So she is not objecting to us doing anything? She was just objecting to you 

contacting her? 

Jerry Foustnight: Yes, yes. And so actually to be honest about it. There is a little church that is on 

the north side of this structure and I believe that he is probably trying to work out a deal with this 

individual. They would like to purchase that property for the church and so that is not the reason 

we are doing it. We are doing it because it is an unsafe structure I mean there maybe plans for 

this, this piece of property. As you can see in the pictures it needs to be on our list of demos. 

Alex Huskey: I know the property well. 

Jerry Foustnight: Oh do you. 

Alex Huskey: Yeah. 

Jerry Foustnight: I have had conversations with the minister of the church there and they have 

concerns about animals, rodents within that structure. 

Cindy Cunningham: So if the church buys it, so if the church would buy it we would recoup the 

demo expense. 

Jerry Foustnight: Yes.  

Alex Huskey: Any additional questions? I would entertain a motion. 

 

Motion to approve the demolition of the property at 3234 S. Boots St. - Linda Wilk; seconded 

Cindy Cunningham. Motion carried. 

Jerry Foustnight: Thank you. I appreciate your time today. This is encouraging to us as a 

department that you guys would affirm these structures to be demoed. It just, it just allows us to 

go ahead and get things in place so that as we move forward that we can keep on an active basis 

and we don’t have to wait or anything. Mr. Huskey she has these papers, my secretary she said to 

make sure he signs them. 

Alex Huskey: And Mr. Foustnight as we are doing this. Just to bring to your attention there is a 

property in the 3200 block of south Hammaker that is probably should have some attention given 

to it. It is literally falling in. 

Jerry Foustnight: Okay.  

Alex Huskey: As we move through this process. The item on the agenda is public comment. Is 

there any public comment? 

Deb Cain: So I am asking a question on her behalf. There was an email inquiry said where the 

last meeting had to be canceled due to the limited number of attendees in the quorum. What 



happened with the checks that are waiting to be approved? Do they stay in the office until 

signatures are obtained or what does happen with that? We did not receive an answer.  

Cindy Cunningham: I think what she is asking, you were muted during part of it. So you are just 

asking because we did not have a quorum we all went up and signed the docket so that the 

checks were able to go out. Is that what you are asking? 

Deb Cain: So the docket was signed by the board? 

Cindy Cunningham: Yes, right Aisha? 

Aisha Richard: In case of an emergency the board, if there is nothing else on the agenda the 

board can go to the controller’s office to sign the bills and approve them at the next meeting.  

Deb Cain: And the checks are then sent out after all of the signatures are obtained, is that 

correct? 

Aisha Richard: Correct. 

Deb Cain: Or are they sent out before the signatures are obtained? 

Aisha Richard: No after. They are sent out after the signatures. We had three signatures on the 

bills before they were mailed out. 

Deb Cain: Okay thank you very much. That is all I had. 

Cindy Cunningham: Thank you.  

Alex Huskey: Any other public comment? Seeing there are no additional items for public 

comment the next item on the agenda is payment of the bills for April 5 2021. 

 

Motion to approve the bills for April 5, 2121- Linda Wilk; seconded Dana Gault. Motion 

Carried. 

  

Motion to approve the bills for April 19, 2021- Dana Gault; seconded Cindy Cunningham. 

Motion carried.  

 

Motion to adjourn- Cindy Cunningham; seconded Linda Wilk. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Alex Huskey-President 

Board of Public Works & Safety  

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Aisha Richard- Secretary 

Board of Public Works & Safety 

 

 

 

 


