
February 1, 2021 

 

The Board of Public Works & Safety met on Monday, February 1, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marion City Council Chambers. Present were Brian Flynn, Linda Wilk, Cindy Cunningham, 

Dana Gault (by video), Alex Huskey and secretary to the board.  

 

Motion to approve the minutes for January 21, 2021- Linda Wilk; seconded Brian Flynn. 

Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Alex Huskey: Mr. Foustnight do you have anything for us just for the good of the water? 

Jerry Foustnight: Well no, I thought you might have a question about one of the expenditures 

that we had. That is the only reason I was here. 

Alex Huskey: Okay, thank you. The one thing that I will just bring to everyone’s attention. I 

don’t know if you have seen it or not but there is legislation being proposed at this particular 

point in time that will allow even post COVID or even when we are able to come together on a 

more regular basis that will allow the continuation of public meetings to be done with a semi 

virtual format with individuals being able to be present or not be present but participate. Before 

you know individuals could actually be engaged in those meetings but they could not actually 

participate in any voting, but legislation is being done to correct that now. So we don’t know 

when that legislation will pass but I think they are hoping that it passes quickly so that other 

opportunities for business are able to take place and I know that’s something that was kind of a 

question for this meeting. When the building is open can we still meet virtually? I don’t think 

there is an easy answer to that yet. But, hopefully in the near future there is an easy answer so, I 

just wanted to make sure that this board was aware of that. Any questions on that? 

Linda Wilk: My only reason for asking was the short agenda and I know there are people 

traveling. I mean from a distance. 

Alex Huskey: I’m in, I am on board with you 100% certainly. Even if there are times where there 

is a short agenda it may be good just to have a virtual meeting to eliminate some additional 

expenses to the city. So, thank you. The other thing is I did ask Aisha to put on the agenda for us 

for the next meeting review of our manual. So, if don’t have a copy of the manual you may just 

want to make sure that you get a copy and then what I am going to try to do is put together all of 

the statutes out there that cover Board of Works operations and actions, and I am also going to 

try to put together those statutes I think covers open door policy especially as it relates to these 

meetings and get those in your hands hopefully by the end of this week so that you have ample 

amount of time to review those. Then we can have a really robust discussion at the next meeting 

regarding the manual and any additions or changes.  

Linda Wilk: So, Aisha could you include the manual with that information? I am not sure I have 

the current… 

Aisha Richard: Yeah. 

Linda Wilk: Okay. That would be great. 

Aisha Richard: Does everybody want a copy? 

Linda Wilk: I think that would be a great idea. 

Alex Huskey: I have even also asked her to include the chiefs, the manual that was created for 

the chiefs for their salary, and their policy manual.  

Cindy Cunningham: Okay, thank you.  



Alex Huskey: Okay, thank you.  

Linda Wilk: So that will be delivered to us, is that correct? 

Aisha Richard: I can.  

Linda Wilk: Okay, or if need be let me know and I can come by and pick it up.  

Aisha Richard: I can get an officer to get it delivered. 

Alex Huskey: Okay. Thank you. Alright. 

Cindy Cunningham: Aisha, could we have that before the Friday before the meeting to look at it.  

Aisha Richard: Yes. 

Cindy Cunningham: Thank you.  

Alex Huskey: I am planning on trying to get all of those statutes by the close of this week. I 

actually, my goal is to have them done by Wednesday and to Aisha so she can start putting them 

in the packet but just in case. We had a few crazy things happen this morning with work so just 

in case something else comes up.  

Cindy Cunningham: Thank you.  

Aisha Richard: I will wait until Friday. If I don’t have your information by Friday I will go ahead 

and have then delivered. 

Alex Huskey: Thank you, awesome. Any other questions, comments or concerns? Alright, the 

next item on the agenda is payment of the bills for February 1, 2021. Are there any questions, 

comments, concerns? 

Linda Wilk: Since Jerry is here, if you would let us know which one you thought we would have 

a question on just because you are here and you would let us know or if there is something you 

felt like we should have more information on.  

Jerry Foustnight: Well you know the reason I am here is because one of the expenditures you 

have is $30,000. I thought maybe I should be here in case you have questions about that 

expenditure. What we did was we purchased a wood chipper for the city. Not only will we use it 

in the building department on our demos but it will be available to the city wide maintenance 

when individuals call and say we have some brush here that needs to be picked up. The way the 

procedures are now they have to take a back hoe load it into the back of a dump truck so you 

have three or four guys out there picking up brush. This chipper that we have, (inaudible). We 

had a conversation with James. We do have a dump truck available and we have a steel box that 

goes on top of it so we can take this chipper and actually blow the chips into the back of this 

truck and we can do it with one person compared to like three or four people. So I did a 

comparison on one of the jobs that we did. We did save almost $600 just on the one job by 

having this piece of equipment. $30,000 seems like a lot of money but over a short period of time 

we will be able to recoup that money (inaudible). Also, down at the street department I don’t 

know if you are aware but it has that big pile of mulch that is down there, well James just paid 

someone $12,000 to come in and mulch up what they had down there. With this here because it 

is a big one we feel like that in our conversations James said that on a slow day or whatever he 

would be able to have one of the employees to sit out there where the brush is down there now 

and just run it through and chop that up and save him quite a bit of money over a period of time. 

So, it is a good investment. It is a costly investment. It is a used machine. It is a 2016 that has 

very low hours on it. So, I actually went and on Thursday, I went on Thursday to pick that up. It 

was down in southern Ohio. It was going to cost us around $900 to ship it. I went down and 

picked up for less than $100 so we are trying to be very cautious about how we spend our money 

and everything and I thought you might have a question about us spending $30,000 without any 

explanations or anything as to why we did that. 



Linda Wilk: And that is within your budget? That is a line item within your budget? How will 

that work? 

Jerry Foustnight: Well, it is going to be very helpful for us to be able to use this on our job 

sights. And you know not only on demos when we have brush and stuff we will be able to 

instead of having to haul it we can blow right into (inaudible) you know. The city that is one of 

the things that James and I discussed. The city when we have to go and we have to tear down 

limbs and stuff (inaudible) it should not be the city’s responsibility to remove this brush down 

here and then have to pay a company to do all of that. So we felt by this we can load that debris 

right back in or the chippings right back into the debris, pick it up with our excavator and haul it 

away and that individual will be paying for the removal of those trees. 

Cindy Cunningham: Is that coming out of your budget alone or is that being split with? 

Jerry Foustnight: No, that came out of my budget. 

Cindy Cunningham: Okay. 

Jerry Foustnight: I had money available. This is something we the city started this discussion 

about this probably two years ago.  

Cindy Cunningham: Okay. 

Jerry Foustnight: And we kept yes, no, yes, no and then it come to the point where the yes 

overrode the no’s. 

Alex Huskey: And just out of curiosity. For the mulching that is done for the city now, what 

happens to with the mulch? Is the city selling that? Is the city utilizing that for… 

Jerry Foustnight: Actually that is more of a James question but I do know from conversations 

with James that the mulch that is down there they give to individuals. If someone wants that 

mulch they can come and pick up as much as they want. I know that last year there was an 

individual that wanted mulch and they loaded it up in the city dump truck and disposed of it 

because we were to the point, or they were to the point down there when they have so much they 

have to do something. And I know they just had some semi’s come in and take some of the 

mulch and everything. So, James works very hard at trying to work within his budget trying to 

get rid of this materials and everything. 

Cindy Cunningham: The utility doesn’t take any of that anymore? 

Jerry Foustnight: No. No, they took it there for a while Cindy but they don’t take it now.  

Cindy Cunningham: Okay. 

Jerry Foustnight: Or that is what I have been told. 

Alex Huskey: Great. Any other questions for Mr. Foustnight? Thank you for that explanation sir. 

Jerry Foustnight: Thank you for allowing me to explain. 

Linda Wilk: Yeah, I appreciate that. 

Alex Huskey: Appreciate it. Seeing there are no other questions. I will entertain a motion for 

payment of the bills.  

 

Payment of the Bills  
Motion to pay the bills for February 1, 2021- Brian Flynn; seconded Cindy Cunningham. 

Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn Linda Wilk; seconded.  

 



Meeting adjourned 

 

_____________________________________ 

Alex Huskey-President 

Board of Public Works & Safety  

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Aisha Richard- Secretary 

Board of Public Works & Safety 

 

 

 

 


