
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

July 21, 2020 
3:00 p.m. 

 
BZA Members Present    BZA Members Absent 
Susan Reese     Josh Matchette 
Charles Moon      Arthur Faulkner 
Steve Stewart 
 
Attorney Present 
Herb Spitzer 
 
Call to Order 
Susan Reese called the July 21, 2020 Board of Zoning Appeals to order and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
Lisa Todd took roll call. 
 
Previous Minutes 
None  
 
Unfinished Business: 
None 
 
Public Hearing 
 
3-V-0720         1103 W. 3rd St. 
 
Property owner, Nick McKinley, seeks a §153.044 Development Standard Variance to 
permit an increase in the height restriction from 4’ to 8’ and reduce the set back from 20’ 
to 5’ on the Grove St. front yard in order to construct a vinyl privacy fence with relief 
from R3-Low Density Single and Multi-Family Residential District development 
requirements  
 
Sam Ramsey, the Planning Director, stated that the property is a corner lot so 
technically has 2 front yards.  There is a height restriction of 4’ for fences in a front yard 
and they would like to put an 8’ privacy fence in what would basically be their back yard.  
They also want to reduce the setback to 5’ which is standard for most lots in town.  He 
recommended approving the variance. 
 
Mr. McKinley stated that the whole purpose of the variance was to put an above ground 
pool in the back yard.  There is also an old shed which they intend to remove. 
 
There were no questions and the public hearing was opened.  There were no questions 
from the public.  Charles Moon made a motion to approve the variance and was 
seconded by Steve Stewart. 
 
Roll Call: 
Susan Reese  Yes 
Charles Moon  Yes 
Steve Stewart  Yes 
 
Variance was approved 
 
4-V-0720        1320 W. Factory Ave. 
 
Property owner Treasured Memories, Inc., represented by prospective buyer, Jeff Miller, 
is seeking a land use variance to allow the property to be used as a single family 
residence with relief from the current GB-General Business district use requirements 
§153.021 (C)(6). 
 



 

Mr. Ramsey presented the variance noting that this property was most recently a flower 
shop and had at some point before that been a single family home.  It was one of the 
properties that had been rezoned when ½ a block on either side of Baldwin Ave. was 
rezoned to GB-General Business.  Mr. Miller would like to purchase it and turn it back 
into a residence.  Staff recommendation is to approve the variance.   
 
Mr. Miller stated that he would like to purchase this property for a rental subject to a 
core sample due to the gas stations in the area. 
 
Mr. Stewart stated that the property had been vacant for quite some time and at least it 
wouldn’t be a vacant property.   
 
The public hearing was opened.  No one had any comments and the public hearing was 
closed. 
 
Steve Stewart made a motion to approve and was seconded by Charles Moon. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Susan Reese  Yes 
Charles Moon  Yes 
Steve Stewart  Yes 
 
Variance was passed. 
 
5-V-0720   428 S. WASHINGTON ST.   LOS AMORES RESTAURANT. 
 
The tenant, Keith Bennett, owner of Los Amores Restaurant, is seeking a §153.065 
Development Standard Variance to permit an overhead sign to extend over a public 
sidewalk with relief from CC-Central Core District development requirements 
 
Sam presented the case for a sign which would overhang the sidewalk.  There are other 
business downtown who were granted permission to have this type of sign but Central 
Core development standards only permit signs flat on the building.  With the cars driving 
down Washington St., they want a little more exposure than that and he recommends 
approving the variance. 
 
Mr. Bennett stated that he and his wife had made a commitment in downtown Marion 
putting this restaurant in and have been open for 14 months.  Things have been going 
fairly well, but they are having exposure issues and people still don’t know where they 
are.  He feels it would help the problem by having that type of sign. 
 
Mrs. Reese opened the public hearing. 
 
Mikayla Marazzi from the Grant Co., Economic Growth Council spoke on behalf of Mr. 
Bennett saying that improving the visibility of his restaurant would also bring more traffic 
to the downtown area and other businesses. 
 
No other spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Charles Moon moved to approve the variance and was seconded by Steve Stewart. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Susan Reese  Yes 
Charles Moon  Yes 
Steve Stewart  Yes 
 
Variance is approved. 
 
New Business: 
None 



 

 
Open Forum 
None 
 
Ms. Reese called for adjournment and all approved.  Meeting adjourned at 3:14. 
Next regular meeting is August 11, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

________________________________ 
Susan Reese, Chairman 
Marion Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
 
__________________________________ 
Samuel Ramsey, Administrative Secretary 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Lisa Todd, Recording Secretary 
 
 
cc: Jess Alumbaugh, Mayor 
File 


