
MARION REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

BOARD MEETING 

September 12, 2018 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Henderson, Dru McCoy, Scott Murphy, Janet Pearson, Steve 

Smithley, Deb Cain 

MEMBER ABSENT:  Ed Merchant 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Herb Spitzer, Julie Flores, Mayor Jess Alumbaugh, Mike Flynn, 

Jerry Foustnight, Carolyn Muyskens 

 

Meeting called to order at 9:00 am by Steve Smithley, 

Steve Smithley explained to the board that there was an error in the minutes and asked the board 

to read the new copy of the minutes that were given. 

Motion to approve the March 28, 2018 minutes- Dru McCoy; seconded Steve Henderson 

Motion carried. 

 

Financials 

Janet Pearson informed the board that Creech Farms officially closed on the building located at 

100 N. Washington St.  They closed on the property in July. The sale price was $33,000.00 but 

some of the closing costs were deducted out of that. There is currently a balance of $217,483.09 

in the Redevelopment Commission account. 

 

Motion to approve the financials-Dru McCoy; seconded Deb McCain. 

Motion carried. 

 

5th Street Commons 

Steve Smithley told the board that Thriving Families of Grant count is working on beautification 

of the 5th Street commons parking lot (the super lot). They have completed one area on 

Washington Street with seating, plants and brick work. Mayor Jess Alumbaugh said they are 

going to add more to that and add two more benches to make it more of a gathering area. Steve 

Smithley said they have been doing some fundraising and their goal is $27,000 by this Friday. If 

the $27,000.00 is raised they will be eligible for a grant of $27,000. Steve Smithley asked the 

board if they would be okay with making up the difference if there is a short fall on them 

reaching their goal. They will be able to seal the stripe the parking lot with part of this 

$54,000.00 as well as create a maintenance account for maintaining these areas. 

 

Motion for the board to pay up to $2,000.00- Steve Henderson; seconded Dru McCoy. 

Motion carried. 

 



BEP 

Herb Spitzer informed the board that there is one demolition left on the BEP Program which is 

located at 452 N. Washington St. He said we are in the position that we can begin the process of 

getting these properties back to the city. Herb Spitzer said there is a little hang-up that states that 

the state agreed to pay for a maintenance of the properties for three years after the houses have 

been demolished. They give us $1,000.00 per property and we give Affordable Housing $250.00 

per year per property. The other $750 is used for maintenance and if there is any excess the city 

gets to keep it. Herb Spitzer said that the state made a mistake in their original mortgage 

documents. They are requiring the participants to re-record a mortgage and sign another note in 

order to get the last payment. We have to go through the process by getting a new mortgage and 

recording it in order to get the last $1,000.00. Once we get the title back in the city we are free to 

do what we want with them. Steve Henderson asked if there is a cost to this; Herb Spitzer stated 

yes there is but we were told we could make an application to ask to be reimbursed. Herb Spitzer 

informed the board that they signed a resolution giving the president and secretary permission to 

sign documents outside of a meeting.  

 

Miscellaneous 

 

Steve Smithley informed the board that the reports were filed on time. The city council’s copy 

was sent to Julie Flores and Julie Flores stated she gave it to Brad and it still ended up back in 

her mailbox.  

 

Steve Smithley said that on July 1, a state statute got implemented that we have another report 

due and it is to be given to all of the taxing units. Steve Smithley said he spoke with Julie and it 

is to be done annually and Umbaugh will have a rough draft by late October maybe early 

November. We have to approve it and a member of each of the taxing units have to be invited to 

that meeting. One of us has to be available to answer any questions at their board meetings. 

There are specific requirements for this report and it is pretty involved. Julie Flores said typically 

when things like this come out she likes to have a professional do the first report and years to 

follow it will be easier to follow. Dry McCoy asked if Redevelopment will have to pay for those 

fees and Julie Flores said that is to be determined.  

 

 

 


