
NEWS RELEASE 
 
Marion Board of Aviation Commissioners  
Marion Municipal Airport / McKinney Field 
5904 S Western Ave  
Marion, IN 46953 
Jordan Ashley boac@cityofmarion.in.gov 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Airport solar array and LED lighting project to begin in spring 2022 
 
Marion, Ind. (January 5, 2022) – The Board of Aviation Commissioners (BOAC) and Marion City 
Council unanimously voted in December 2021 to approve a solar array and LED lighting project 
at Marion Municipal Airport (KMZZ).  
 
Slated to begin in the spring of 2022, the project includes roof-mounted solar arrays that will 
generate nearly 160,000 kWh annually for the airport. The power generated by the arrays will 
offset 100% of the airport’s two largest electrical accounts. When combined with LED lighting 
upgrades, the completed project will yield a positive net savings of over $175,000.  
 
The project’s vendor, Veregy, estimates that the array and lighting will have a simple return on 
investment (ROI) in approximately 13.5 years. The project will cost approximately $377,000 and 
guarantee long-term operational savings for the airport. 
 
Local high school student and airport intern Emma Jacobs helped start the project and work 
through its initial stages. She assisted Veregy in completing a feasibility study that justified the 
project and projected significant operating budget savings for the airport. After Jacobs 
completed her term as an intern, the project was turned over to the BOAC, when President Jim 
McKinney, Jordan Ashley, BOAC Representative to the City of Marion, and Deborah Cain, 
Marion City Council President, carried the project through the final approval processes.  
 
Veregy estimates installation on the terminal building and Hangar J will be completed in June 
2022.  
 
About Marion Municipal Airport 
Located in Marion, Indiana, Marion Municipal Airport (KMZZ) provides aviation services and 
support to the City of Marion, Grant County, and surrounding areas. Approximately 60 aircraft 
are based at the airport, which also plays host to thousands of visitors who fly and drive in for 
multiple airport-based events throughout the year, including the Fly-In/Cruise-In and Indy 
Airstrip Attack.  
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