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Press Release 

MAIN STREET MARION DESIGN COMMITTEE AWARDED 2020 QUIP GRANT 
FROM OCRA AND IAC:  

  
On Thursday April 2, 2020, the Main Street Marion (MSM) Design Committee and a number of 
community partners proudly announce their funded project proposal for the 2020 QuIP grant, a 
collaboration between the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) and the 
Indiana Arts Commission (IAC). Lisa Meunch, the OCRA Southwest Community Liaison who 
contacted Main Street Marion to inform the organization of the new funding said, “We are 
excited to partner with your community on this project!” Main Street Marion’s proposal is one 
of 18 funded projects in the state.


The MSM Design Committee, consisting of Design Chair Emily Hathway, Joel Cash, Christina 
Crump, Mitra Majumdar, Herb Peterson, and Megan Todd, partnered with the City of Marion, 
the City of Marion Arts Commission, Marion Design Co., Carey Services, the Division of Art and 
Design at Indiana Wesleyan University, Lark’s Song, local engineer Adam Wroughton, and local 
artist Henrik Soderstrom in order to create and draft the awarded project proposal.


The project will assist the Marion community in activating the underused South alleyway 
through implementing a collaborative public art piece. The vision for the installation is to 
highlight the community’s growing self-recognition as an arts community and to connect 
people from the Courthouse Square to the Fifth Street Commons. The installation will highlight 
the Marion community values - evoking an experience of connection with the place and 
personality of the community through both a visionary quality and an on-the-ground 
practicality, and creating a passageway that beckons people to inhabit both vital spaces and to 
linger in the in-between.


Design Committee Chair and local life coach for Circles of Grant County and Lark’s Song, 
Emily Hathway said, “The process of bringing all the partners and creative elements together 
for this grant proposal was so encouraging to me. It showed me in a tangible way how much 
abundance, commitment, and artistry we already have within our community. Since one of our 
community values is Common Identity, my hope for this project as it takes shape is that it will 
be both grounding and inspiring for all of us as we continue to acknowledge and deepen our 
identity as a connected community.”


To learn more about the South alley activation project, contact Heidi Peterson, Executive 
Director of Main Street Marion at 765.293.7876 or mainstreetmarion@gmail.com.

215 S Adams St, Suite 200 
Marion, Indiana  46952 

P:  765-293-7876 
E:  mainstreetmarion@gmail.com 

 

CONTACT:  
Heidi Peterson, Executive Director 
Main Street Marion 
(765) 293-7876 or mainstreetmarion@gmail.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date:  April 2, 2020

https://calendar.in.gov/site/ocra/event/eighteen-quick-impact-placebased-grants-awarded/

