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It is good to be back at Liberty again,
even if it is only for a short time. In 2014
and 2015, I had the opportunity to serve
Liberty with pastoral care responsibilities
and worship. This time I join your staff as
a “bridge pastor” following the Harts’
retirement and before an interim pastor
steps in to lead you in this important time
of transition.
I look forward to becoming acquainted
with you once again as I share in the
worship and ministry of your great church
family.
It may seem obvious, but it bears
repeating that during this transition,
it is especially important to stay spiritually
connected to one another—and grounded in the Good News of God’s promise to
be present with us—in life’s unfolding
story. It’s more complicated, of course,
in this time of COVID-19, but I hope
we can find ways to reach out to each
other safely.

This season of transition is a time to be
CURIOUS and COURAGEOUS as we look
to what the future holds for us.
We need to be CURIOUS, asking, “What
is our vision for Liberty Church? What is
God up to here in our midst?” We also
know that it takes COURAGE to look at
our past and celebrate it with gratitude
for all we’ve learned and experienced,
and to look to forward to the opportunities and challenges before us.
In spite of the pandemic, I feel the
excitement in the air. I sense the Spirit is
stirring us here at Liberty. Who knows
what the seasons ahead will provide!
Feel free to be in touch with me by
phone or by email:
614.946.5744
don@libertybarnchurch.com
Grace and peace,
Don

Page 2

L i b e r t y

R i n g s

—

A U T U M N

2 0 2 0

Worship service broadcasts will be posted at 8:00 a.m. on Sundays
on LibertyBarnChurch.com and on our YouTube channel

NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is preparing a slate of
elders and deacons to be presented at our annual
meeting in February. If you would like to suggest
someone for the office of elder or deacon, or for a
member for next year’s Nominating Committee,
please fill out a nomination form (click on button
below) or contact a member of the committee:
Elders Susanna Robbins & Rob Kanable, Deacon Rich
Clum, Sharon Hinshaw, Nancy Holderman, Rosie
Thompson, Gary Ufferman, and Jeff Wallace.

NOMINATING FORM
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NEW LOOK TO GIVING ONLINE
Liberty offers an electronic option for making regular
offerings. Contributions can
be debited automatically
from your checking or savings account—or processed
using your credit or debit
card. Our electronic giving

program offers convenience
for you. When travel, illness,
or other circumstances
(like COVID) prevent you
from attending services, this
program will allow your
weekly offerings to continue
on an uninterrupted basis.

Visit our website to learn
more or schedule an online
contribution. If you've done
this in the past, you'll notice
that the screen looks different, but it still functions in
the same way. All transactions are securely processed

through our vendor, which
is a Payment Card Industry
(PCI) Level 1 Compliant Service Provider. None of your
checking, savings, credit, or
debit account information is
stored on our website or in
our database.

As you contemplate future contributions,
please consider electronic giving, if you feel
comfortable with making online payments.

ONLINE OFFERING
Did You Know? 10% of every offering dollar
goes directly to mission causes supported by
Liberty Presbyterian Church.

HOME ROAD RELOCATION PROJECT
By: Mike Morton, Property Manager
The Delaware County Engineers
Office and Sheedy Paving Company
are working together to complete
changes to the way that traffic
gets into and out of the various
Liberty Presbyterian parking lots.

Final detail work will still need
to be done on the intersection
after it opens, but traffic should be
able to get through to Liberty's
campus from both directions by
September 11.

The intersection at State Route
315 and Home Road closed on
Monday, August 24, with a
planned closure of 11 days.
SR 315 and the EAST leg of Home
Road, including the bridge, reopened to traffic on September 4.
However, the WEST leg of Home
Road may be delayed until the
following week.

Additionally, good progress is
being made with the new western
entrance to Liberty’s upper parking
lot. Grading has been completed,
along with the removal of a portion
of the old roadways leading to
the Barn Lower Level entrance and
to the Administrative Office parking areas.

Looking east from the lower parking lot entrance.

The
The new
new west
west entrance
entrance of
of the
the upper
upper lot
lot being
being completed.
completed.
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LIBERTY EARLY EDUCATION CENTER
By: Tracey Gascon, LEEC Director
Our 2020-2021 school year is off to a
great start! We are thrilled to meet
our new children and families, and we
are excited to see the returning
students and their families once again!
This year has begun like no other. We
are taking everyone’s temperature at
the door; staff and kids are wearing
masks; and all drop-off and dismissal
takes place outside, rather than inside
the Barn Lower Level. Nonetheless,
everyone is excited to be here and get
the year going!
Each year, we like to get to know
our teachers, the school, and our daily
schedule before we introduce the
“specials” classes. After the Labor Day
holiday, students will begin to attend
weekly art, music, and Spanish classes.
Enrichment, another class option for

our students, will begin in October.
In the Enrichment class, we explore
the continents as we learn about
different cultures. We are pleased to
offer these extensions to our wonderful curriculum.
The on-going epidemic will keep us
from visiting the Pumpkin Patch as a
group this year. However, our teachers have some fun activities planned
for enjoying this special time of the
year on our wonderful campus here at
Liberty Presbyterian Church.
Our annual Greenery Sale will run
from September 28 to October 12.
We appreciate your continued support
of our school. Please watch for signs
and flyers the closer we get to the end
of September.

Contact the Church Office at:

740-548-6075

Questions?
Please contact the
preschool office:

740-548-2095

All November/December newsletter articles
are due to DeAnne Miller by October 10.
Please email your submissions to:
DeAnne@libertybarnchurch.com
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WEEKLY EMAIL UPDATES
LIBERTY LINK: An email devotional and update on Liberty’s current
events. If you haven’t already
signed up to receive the Link,
please contact the Church Office:

info@libertybarnchurch.com
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1,
at 2:00 a.m. On Saturday night before bed, set your
clocks back one hour to “fall back”.
Enjoy gaining one more hour of sleep!
(Click here to find out more about the history of DST.)

YOUTH DIGEST: An update on all
things youth-related. To receive
these emails, please contact Tanya
Karn, Youth Director:

tanya@libertybarnchurch.com

FUN & FELLOWSHIP FOR MOMS
By: Michelle Durbin, MOMSnext Coordinator

This year's theme verse is:
"I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well."
-Psalm 139:14

Moms need community! As children
enter their school years, new challenges and issues arise for mothers, but
the need for community, fellowship,
and hope remains. For this reason,
MOPS International offers MOMSnext,
a program for mothers of school-age
children. MOMSnext is an accepting
place for moms to experience authentic community, practical help, as well
as personal growth and spiritual hope.
MOMSnext is not specifically a bible
study but rather a faith-filled, hope-

filled environment for moms to come
together in support of one another as
we walk through the various stages of
motherhood.

Liberty has a great group of moms
who gather every 1st and 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7:00 p.m. and would
love to welcome more moms looking
for a supportive community.
For more information, contact:
LibertyMOMSnext@gmail.com
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP: ONLINE OPPORTUNITES
RESOURCES ON RACE

PHILIPPIANS BIBLE STUDY

ONLINE PASTORS’ STUDY

Available Online

Still Available Online

Begins September 8

With protests for racial justice
in the news, you may be looking
for resources to help you understand the complex issue of race
in our country and how you can
better understand race through
the lens of faith. You can find a
list of resources compiled by
Pastor Kyle on our website.
CLICK HERE

In June, our online study of
Paul’s letter to the Philippians
led by Pastor Kyle, “Unshakable
Joy,” concluded, but you can still
find all of the lessons and materials on our website. CLICK HERE

This fall, the Pastors’ Bible Study
will take place using Zoom, an
online video conferencing platform. We will meet weekly on
Tuesday evenings, beginning
September 8, from 7:00 to 8:00
p.m. Our topic for the fall will be
the Gospel of Mark. Registration
is required to participate in this
online study; to register, please
contact Pastor Kyle.

The lessons consist of a brief
video of Pastor Kyle introducing
the passage, as well as written
study guides to help guide you
through this joyful letter.

Visit the Adult Discipleship page at LibertyBarnChurch.com
to learn more.
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MISSIONS IN REVIEW
With COVID increasing the needs in
our community, the Mission Committee has been busy coming alongside
our mission partners and serving our
neighbors. Some highlights:
•

Liberty collected more than 1400
lbs. of canned food for local food
pantry, People in Need (PIN).

•

•

Instead of holding an in-person
Walls Build, Liberty contributed
$10,000 to our local Habitat for
Humanity, which was enough to
purchase the lumber required for
two new homes.
Liberty members made 40 tie
blankets to be given to foster

children in partnership with My
Very Own Blanket. Thanks to Dee
Dee Hopson for coordinating this
drive.
•

Liberty members helped make
thousands of lunches at Andrews
House for children in Delaware .

MISSIONS: COMING UP
Our Thanksgiving Box and Adopt-a-Family
programs will be back this fall.
With your help, Liberty will be able to
provide Thanksgiving dinners and
Christmas gifts to hundreds of local families.
Look for more information to come.
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YOUTH MINISTRY COVID PLAN — SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
BASIC GUIDELINES:
1. We will be meeting in the Shelter House and other outdoor
spaces. (Rain plan is the Barn Lower Level.)
2. Participants bring their own masks & hand sanitizer. We’ll have
masks and sanitizer available for all attendees, in case someone
forgets.
3. We ask that everyone attending use the bathroom BEFORE you
arrive at Church. Indoor use will be for emergencies only.
4. Bring your own water bottle; water fountains will not be in use.

YELLOW and ORANGE LEVELS
Large Groups:
•

There will be a SignUpGenius form to use for all those wishing
to attend a youth group function. Numbers will be limited
however, with 15 slots each for HS and MS.
•

•

•

•

To attend a youth group meeting, you MUST sign up.
Unfortunately, IF a student comes who has not signed
up, they will be turned away that evening and
encouraged to sign up for the next meeting.

Each student must have a “COVID-19 Health Screening for
Youth Ministry Attendance” form on file before being able to
participate in youth activities. (See next page.)
These meeting will happen on an every-other-week basis:
•

2nd & 4th Sundays, and

•

2nd & 4th Tuesdays.

•

On the off weeks, we will be meeting online via Zoom.

Upon gathering, the large group will be broken into three
small groups of 6-8 students each.

•

When a group of 15 is divided into smaller groups, those
groups should be maintained from week-to-week, if possible.

•

All students who attend these youth gatherings will have
to wear a face mask, as well as bring their own hand sanitizer
and a portable lawn chair that they can carry from station to
station.

Small Groups:
•

Digging Deeper Bible Study will meet in the Shelter House on a
weekly basis. Masks are required.

•

Digging Deeper Bible Study, along with regular youth group
activities, must maintain 6-ft social distancing even with
masks.

•

Youth leaders will meet with small groups of 2-4 students
at various times, depending on availability of students and
leaders.
•

These small groups will meet outside at the church.

•

These students will remain in these groups for the
evening and will rotate through stations based around
the Church Yard and Shelter House. (BLL, if raining).

•

We know that the church is not always a central location for all of our students, so meeting at a local park
is also an option.

•

These stations will include:

•

Masks will be required.

•

bible study/lesson,

•

applicable activity,

•

no-contact game.

RED and PURPLE LEVELS
•

Large and small groups will meet online only.
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COVID-19 Health Screening for Youth Ministry Attendance
To minimize the risk of transmission of COVID-19 and to take full precautions to keep all youth and staff
healthy, we ask you to review all the following questions before attending youth activities. Please
consider this list each day your youth is scheduled to attend an activity.
If you answer YES to any of the following questions, please keep your youth at home and notify Tanya Karn
at (937) 751-2257.
We are asking all youth and staff to wear a mask.
Staff will take their temperature and they will take your youth’s temperature upon arrival.
Temperature cannot be 100’ or higher to attend.
1. Has anyone in your household or your child been in close contact with anyone who was confirmed/
suspected to have COVID-19 in the past 14 days?
2. Has anyone in your household or your child had a fever of 100° or higher in the past 24 hours?
3. Has anyone in your household or your child had a cough or shortness of breath in the past 24 hours?
4. Has anyone in your household or your child had a recent loss of smell, taste, or sore throat?
5. Does anyone in your household or your child have any cold or flu symptoms (ex: muscle pain, severe
headache, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, abdominal pain, red/pink eye(s), overall weakness?
6. Did you take your child’s temperature before bringing them to a youth activity?
7. Did your child wash their hands before coming to Youth activities?
8. Has anyone in your household or your child traveled internationally in the last 14 days?
Having this information and confirming represents your full understanding of the risks and benefits of
attending youth activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our mutual goal is to provide every reasonable
step to slow the spread of this virus. By attending Liberty Presbyterian Church youth activities, you are
acknowledging and accepting these risks.

Please sign that you have received this information (source used: CDC) and your child will attend with good
health to the best of your knowledge.

Parent Signature:

Date:
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
Children’s Ministry Director Dawn Parr and
ministry assistant Cheryl Pieper-Lima visited
every Sunday school family during the
summer—with a Sidewalk Chalk Surprise!

“

“

It was wonderful catching up with
parents and kids on driveways and
creating unique artwork! We even
visited with a few four-legged family
members!
~Dawn Parr,
Children’s Ministry Director

Sidewalk chalk surprises for
Sunday school families!

Photos by Dawn Parr

Be sure to visit Liberty Children's Corner for weekly ONLINE Sunday school lessons and family
devotions. Also, like & follow our Liberty Presbyterian Kids Facebook Page for fun updates!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday School Re-Opening Soon!
Sunday school will be returning soon. Parents,
you can now register your child for a new year of
Sunday school by visiting the church website or by
clicking on the button below.

Although Liberty’s Vacation Bible School was not held on
the church campus, the committee created 275 backpacks for
a take-home version of VBS!
All participants learned about God’s Tabernacle and realized
that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life! Campers were
encouraged to create their own tabernacle at home!

REGISTER CHILD(REN) FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Volunteer sign-ups are also happening, so sign up
today!

VOLUNTEER FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL

Trunks
For
Treats
Liberty's Second Annual Trunks for Treats is scheduled for Sunday, October 11, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Photos by Nancy Brehm

This is a wonderful outreach for the community,
providing a safe and fun environment—and an alternative to traditional trick-or-treat. Kids of all ages can
participate in Trunks for Treats!
If you are interested in hosting a trunk, please
contact Dawn Parr. We are asking for people to sign
up to decorate their car after one of the famous Bible
stories. Fill the trunk with candy and participate in
the fun!
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MUSIC & MEDIA BEHIND THE SCENES
Liberty’s online video podcasts
have evolved into a vital ministry
at Liberty since the beginning of
COVID-19. Not only have the
Sunday YouTube video broadcasts
served to connect our current
congregation, the broadcasts
have been a source of inspiration
for those who have not been able
to attend Liberty over the years.
Since the beginning of this
difficult time with the virus, our
faithful and dedicated Liberty
musicians and AV techs have
consistently participated in the
podcasts to keep the music and
media ministry dynamic and an
important outreach.

Photos by Pastor Kyle Doebler

OUR FUTURE PLANS

“

As Liberty’s video broadcasts have proven to be an
important ministry, plans
are to continue with a live
feed once the in-person
Sunday services resume.
This will allow Liberty to
continue its reach, as well
as further expand God’s
ministry to a countless
number of people!

“

~Steve Banks,
Music Ministry Director
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HIGHLIGHTS AND FUN FACTS!
•

The video podcasts are taped on Thursday mornings
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

•

Three to four cameras are used, depending on which
musicians are there and who all is participating.

•

The audio of all the music and pastors is recorded into
a 16-track multi-mix, so each part can be edited and
mixed separately.

•

In addition, two microphones are placed out in the
Sanctuary and recorded separately to capture a “live
sound” effect.

•

After completion of the tapings, the audio and video
are synced and edited between Thursdays and Saturdays, then published to YouTube for the Sunday
broadcast.

•

Depending on musicians and pastors’ schedules,
elements of the service might be taped out of order
and then corrected in the editing process.

•

Although every attempt is made to run the Thursday
podcast as a normal service, many times we have had
funny outtake moments—with song lyrics, blunders
during the announcements, children’s moments, and
even the sermons!

•

The 2020 Easter service had 7 different blunders with
the music and words, and we had to start over on
those specific sections!

•

On one occasion, we realized well into the service that
the cameras had not been turned on!

•

On another recent occasion, it was determined that
the audio recording had not worked properly about
halfway through the service!
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SUNDAYS@SEVEN SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

For Sundays@Seven, each person brought
their own chair, sat in socially-distanced,
pre-marked spots, and wore a mask.

Photos by Elaine McClung

“

The service was beautiful—and meaningful. It was
amazing to see and hear multiple music selections,
prayers, words spoken, and a lay message all packed
into 30 minutes. The Liberty members in attendance
were thrilled for the opportunity to worship on
Liberty’s Campus, which is truly hallowed ground!
There was a large age range of worshipers. We had a
young family with a small baby all the way up to at
least one couple who must be in their eighties.

“

For three Sunday evenings this summer,
Liberty was able to offer small, informal outdoor evening services on the church lawn.
Each was modeled after our Wednesday
evening Lenten services, featuring lay sharing
by members, pastors’ praying, music with
Steve on the piano, John on the guitar and
some of our singers. Angie Hurd, Jay Gough,
and Sean Trende spoke, each sharing a little
of their faith journey with us.

~Elaine McClung
Deacon
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Photo by Ruth Price
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THE HARTS RETIRE FROM LIBERTY
Following 14 years of ministry and service
at Liberty, Pastors John & Becky led their
final worship service on Sunday, August 23.
In the online service, they gave a joint final
sermon on Philippians 1, entitled “A Prayer
for the Church.” (Click here to watch video.)
Elder K.C. Baker, former president of the
corporation, offered some reflections and
thanksgiving for the Harts’ 14 years of
service, and current Clerk of Session Elder
Melinda Wood, along with Elder Rebecca
Bostrom, presented them with gifts on
behalf of the congregation. These included: a
monetary gift from the generous donation of
Liberty members and an framed original
watercolor painting by member Charlie
Rowland. Also included were Buckeyes, both
the actual nuts and a box of the candy
version; a floral arrangement especially for
Becky; and a Cardinals baseball-themed
carrot cake especially for John. Several
church officers and their families, as well as
staff members, were on hand during the
taping of the Harts’ final service.
After the August 23rd online worship
broadcast, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Liberty hosted a drive-thru farewell. Members
were invited to come through the parking
lot to offer farewell wishes to John and
Becky from a safe social distance.
More than 450 cars were counted at the
drive-thru farewell!
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Dear Liberty Family:
We want to thank you so much for the wonderful (wonder-filled) farewell. Such a beautiful painting of Liberty, such a generous financial gift – and, of
course, the Buckeyes! And the farewell car parade!
We were gratified to see so many of you there – and
so touched by the opportunity to say goodbye not
only virtually but in person.
Liberty has been a joy to serve, and we feel so
blessed to join the long line of Pastors who have
shared in the mission and ministry of this great
church. What a privilege.
As we head off to North Carolina, we carry you
with us in our hearts.
All Blessings,
Becky & John
August 25, 2020

“

L i b e r t y

Photos by DeAnne Miller
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SAYING FAREWELL TO THE HARTS

Several families, who could
not attend the drive-thru
farewell event, sent in
photos of their farewells
and best wishes!

The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
group gifted a handmade keepsake
quilt to the Harts.

The Church Office Staff presented
the Harts with a 70+ page photo
book, filled with memories of their
time at Liberty, and an oak tree that
will be planted in the spring at
their cottage in the Berkshires.
(Click here to view photo book.)
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