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Delaware, Ohio 

Dear Friends: 

Liberty is in transition! On May 3rd, the Harts 

retire, with deepest gratitude in our hearts for 

14 years at Liberty.  

Our purpose in this letter is to sketch out  

the steps of the process between pastors in a  

Presbyterian Church. In sum, there are three 

“chapters” to this process. Each chapter is 

about hiring a (different) pastor, and each  

chapter takes progressively more time, involves 

progressively more people, and is progressively 

more permanent. (See the chart on the next 

page for a visual presentation of this three-

chapter process.) 

Chapter 1: Liberty’s Personnel Commission 

has hired our “Bridge Pastor”. The Reverend 

Don Hilkerbaumer is a retired pastor who 

served Plain City Presbyterian Church from 1999 

to 2013. Since his retirement, Don has served as 

the interim pastor for four other Presbyterian 

churches in our presbytery. Many of you know 

Don, as he served as Liberty’s Interim Visitation 

Pastor from July 2014 through February 2015. 

Don will serve as Liberty’s head of staff and 

main worship leader starting May 4th. Don will 

work part-time (Sundays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays) and will stay with Liberty until the 

Session hires our “Transitional Pastor”. 

Chapter 2:  At its March 31st meeting, the 

Session will elect a “Transitional Pastor Search 

Committee” composed of seven people. Their 

task will be to recommend to Session a person 

to hire as our Transitional Pastor (like Oluf 

Kongshaug, who served as Liberty’s Transitional 

Pastor between David Redding’s retirement and 

the Harts’ arrival). This person will work  

full-time, serving as Liberty’s head of staff and 

main worship leader, as well as covering other 

pastoral and administrative responsibilities.  

Liberty’s Transitional Pastor should be on board 

by Labor Day.  One of the Transitional Pastor’s 

key tasks will be to assist with Liberty’s “Mission 

Study”—a congregation-wide process of  

assessing where Liberty Church is (our 

strengths, our weaknesses, our resources,  

our opportunities and challenges) and where  

we hope to grow in the future. The Mission 

Study will take place this coming fall. 

Chapter 3: Sometime this coming fall, the 

church’s Nominating Committee will present  

at a special congregational meeting 10-12 names 

to be elected as the “Pastor Nominating  

Committee” (PNC). The PNC is charged with 

finding a candidate to become Liberty’s new 

permanent pastor. The PNC will use the denomi-

nation’s website to publicize Liberty’s opening 

and will process résumés, conduct interviews, 

listen to sermons, and do reference checks of 

pastors who express interest. The search for  

the new permanent pastor is not a fast  

process—once the PNC posts Liberty’s opening, 

it will be 10-14 months before the new pastor is 

identified, elected by the congregation, and 

steps into Liberty’s one-of-a-kind pulpit. 

Liberty is in transition! Anxiety is understand-

able, but here are three truths to bank on: 

• Liberty is in great shape spiritually,  

organizationally and financially.   

• Liberty has outstanding leaders—staff, 

elders, deacons—who will continue to  

direct our manifold life-impacting  

ministries during the transition time. 

• God is faithful—He loves Liberty even 

more than we do, and He has great  

plans for us. 

Serving Jesus with you, 

John & Becky 
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RENEW PROJECTS 

BARN SIDING 

YOUTH ROOM 

FEARING HALL EXTERIOR 

FEARING HALL  
INTERIOR 

CARRIAGE HOUSE SIDING 

HIRED BY: 

The Liberty Personnel  

Commission with the Session 

WHO HIRES? 

A Search Committee  

appointed by Liberty’s Session 

WHO HIRES? 

A Search Committee (Pastor 

Nominating Committee or 

“PNC”) nominated by the  

2020 Liberty Nominating  

Committee & elected by  

the congregation 

LIBERTY IN TRANSITION 

Transition Team: Feb. 2020 – Fall 2021 
Liberty Personnel Comm. plus 4 former Elders & 1 Deacon 

BRIDGE PASTOR 

(Temporary Call) 

May through Summer 2020 

Rev. Don Hilkerbaumer 

TRANSITION PASTOR 

(Formerly known as Interim) 

@ Fall 2020 – Fall 2021 
Presbytery liaison to assist LPC 

NEW PASTOR! 

@ Fall 2021 onward! 

PRIMARY TASKS 

Head of Staff 

Experienced in church  

transitions 

Lead worship with our great 

Staff, Session & Deacons 

PRIMARY TASKS 

Head of Staff 

Experienced in church transitions 

Worship Leader 

Moderates Session 

Programmatic Support 

Assists with “Mission Study” 

PRIMARY TASKS 

Head of Staff/Moderator of  

Session 

Direction/Vision 

Worship Leadership 

Teaching 

& Much More! 
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Respectfully submitted by  

Kevin Futryk, Elder & Director 

of RENEW: 

A little over two years ago,  

I addressed the congregation 

about RENEW,  a new Steward-

ship campaign that Liberty 

members were being asked to 

join and support. The purpose 

of this campaign was to meet 

two needs of our church: 

1) Support for our 2018 & 2019 

operating budgets; and  

2) Address a number of press-

ing maintenance needs at 

our beautiful campus. 

Rather than pursuing two  

separate campaigns (i.e., a  

traditional stewardship, or  

operating, campaign as well as 

a separate capital campaign), 

Session decided to offer to the 

congregation a One Fund con-

cept over the next two years.  

Our “ask” for this campaign 

was fairly substantial, but we 

had a number of important  

capital projects that needed to 

be addressed. In total we were 

seeking to raise $1.9 million for 

capital projects, and $2.5 million 

for 2018 & 2019 operating  

budgets. All monies received, 

both pledged and loose offer-

ings during 2018 & 2019, would 

be dedicated to RENEW and 

fund the operating and capital 

expenses of our church. 

While we did not meet our 

ultimate goal of raising  

$4.4 million dollars, we were 

able to raise $3.885 million  

dollars through the generosity 

of each of you—which fully 

funded our 2018 & 2019 operat-

ing budgets and enabled us  

to address most of our most 

pressing capital needs.   

In summation, we want to 

thank all of Liberty’s members 

and friends for their generosity, 

prayer, and commitment to this 

campaign. During our launch of 

RENEW, we compared this  

campaign to taking care of your 

family and your home. RENEW 

was about making sure we 

were paying our bills, maintain-

ing our church home, and in the 

process, taking care of our 

church family. We believe  

RENEW has preserved our beau-

tiful Sanctuary & Carriage 

House by replacing the failing 

barn siding; added much-

needed meeting space with the 

renovation of Fearing Hall;   

supported our popular Youth 

Program with a new, safe, effi-

cient, and more usable space;  

and made improvements to 

save money in the future 

through energy efficient light-

ing and HVAC controls. By your 

generosity and support with 

paying forward, we made sure 

Liberty is a gathering place now 

and for future generations to 

serve our God, our community, 

and ourselves, just as genera-

tions of Liberty members have 

done before us for 210 years 

along the Olentangy River. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

RENEW WRAP-UP REPORT 

Stewardship (Operating Budget) 

GOAL  To Support  Received  

$1,246,000  2018 Operating Budget  $1,230,618  

$1,284,000  2019 Operating Budget  $1,291,735  

Stewardship (Capital Projects) 

GOAL  To Support  Received  

$1,950,000  RENEW Capital Projects  $1,362,831  

Capital Projects Completed 

• Replace Barn & Carriage House Siding - $357,967 

• Fearing Hall Renovation - $245,000 

• Renovate Youth Room & North Entrance - $212,720 

• Home Road Project Improvements (pending) - 
$107,860 

• New Energy Efficient HVAC Controls for Barn - 
$92,998 

• Turning Point Domestic Shelter (RENEW Mission) - 
$65,000 

• His Place Kitchen Renovation (RENEW Mission) - 
$49,251 

• New HVAC for Administration Building - $42,950 

• New Pavers for Barn Entrances - $26,254 

• Increased Parking Lot Lighting - $6,215 

• Tinting Barn Windows - $4,998 

• Upgrade Barn Interior Lighting to LED - $775 

• Architect Fees, Fundraiser Costs, Other - $145,658 

TOTAL - $1,357,646 
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“I have consecrated this house, which you have built, 
By putting my Name there forever. 

My eyes and my heart will always be there.” 
~I Kings 9:3, our theme verse  

 An art gallery in the 12-Step Room on  

Sunday mornings (March 1-22) and  

Wednesday evenings (March 4-18) 

 Videos about the Chapel in the Art Gallery 

 Sharing of Chapel memories during  

our Sunday Moment for Missions  

 History talk by Pastor John on  

Sunday, March 15, between services 

 Chapel recollections on Liberty’s website 

 A Chapel 200th celebration on  

Sunday, March 22, in worship 

 A very special Fellowship Meal on  

Sunday, March 22, at noon  

 Brochures about the Chapel’s history 

 Commemorative Chapel Coins with our theme verse 

*  *  *  And More!   *  *  * 

200th Anniversary 

Celebration 

Please join us for our celebration!   

We are celebrating in nearly 200 ways!  

SAVE THE DATE! 

Liberty’s “Spring Clean-Up Day” will be Friday, April 10 (8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.)   
More information to follow on the website and in upcoming bulletins. 



  

 

LENTEN 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

March 1 

Speaker: Pastor Becky 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

March 8 

Speaker: Pastor John 
 

March 15 

Speaker: Pastor John 

Chapel History Talk,  

between services 
 

March 22 

Speaker: Pastor Becky 

Chapel 200th Celebration 

Fellowship meal at noon 
 

March 29 

Speaker: Pastor Kyle 
 

April 5, Palm Sunday 

Speaker: Pastor Becky 

Children’s & Adult Choirs 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

April 9, Maundy Thursday 

Candlelight Tenebrae Service 

Speaker: Pastor John 

7:00 p.m. Barn Sanctuary 
 

April 12, Easter Sunday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service  

Speaker: Pastor John 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Speaker: Pastor John 
 

April 19 

Confirmation Sunday 

Speaker: Pastor Becky 
 

April 26 

Speaker: Pastor John 

Ordination of Officers 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT AT LIBERTY 

These services are such a 

blessing as they inspire us in 

our faith walks and to help us  

in our journey to the cross. Our 

Lenten speakers will be: 

March 4 – Ellen Willet 

March 11 – Jim Cox 

March 18 – Kerry Gerich 

March 25 – Marty Johnson 

April 1 – Mark Hampshire 

 Join us on Wednesday 

evenings during Lent at  

6:15 p.m. in the Barn Lower 

Level for a delicious soup 

supper, followed by an  

informal worship service in 

the Chapel at 7:00 p.m.  

The Second Stringers lead 

us in singing old favorites, a  

pastor leads us in prayer and  

a member of Liberty shares  

a little of their own faith  

journey with us.   

YOU ARE INVITED TO BE A PART OF A LENTEN JOURNEY… 
 

In this Lenten season, we at Liberty carry Lenten coins with us to remind us each day to  

pray and to remember Jesus’ sacrifice of love. These coins will be available on the  

first Sunday in Lent (March 1) and the first Lenten Service (March 4).   

Palm Sunday 
Hosanna! 

Join us on April 5, for our  

special Palm Sunday services 

at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m., where 

we will remember Jesus’  

triumphal entry into  

Jerusalem and the events of 

the last week of Jesus’ life  

on earth.  We celebrate at 

Liberty with palm branches,  

a children's processional and 

special music, including the 

adult choir. Pastor Becky 

preaching. 

Maundy Thursday 

Breaking Bread Together… 

 At this candlelight service 

on April 9, we remember the 

last evening of Jesus' life,  

the last supper shared by  

Jesus and his disciples, and 

observe Jesus’ last words 

from the cross, in anticipation 

of Good Friday.  Join us for a 

special communion and time 

of readings and silent  

reflection.  Held in the Barn 

Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m., Pastor 

John speaking.  
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Good Friday 

Quietly Prayerful… 

 The Chapel will be open for 

quiet prayer and reflection on 

April 10, from 9:00 a.m. until 

5:00 p.m. The Adult Disciple-

ship committee will provide 

materials to help you focus 

your prayers and reflection.  

We invite you to come  

and spend some time in our 

holy and historic chapel  

reflecting on the saving  

sacrifice of our Lord.  
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7:00 a.m.  Sunrise Service in the Pathway to the Son  

Sermon by Pastor John, followed by a special Easter Breakfast  

in the Barn Lower Level. (Note: In case of rain, service moves to  

the Shelter House or the Chapel.) 

 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  Easter worship in the flower-filled Barn.  

Sermon by Pastor John, along with special music,  

to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord.   

Please bring flowers to adorn our Sanctuary cross.  

EASTER AT LIBERTY 

Sunday, April 12 — Jesus Christ is risen today! 

The Stephen Ministry logo 

symbolizes the path from  

brokenness to greater whole-

ness through Jesus Christ and 

Christ’s people.   

The Stephen Ministers are 

often called the “After Peo-

ple”.… After you find the pink 

slip in what's now your final 

paycheck, after the doctors 

have said there's nothing 

more they can do, after the 

relationship ends but the 

wounds are still there, after 

family and friends have heard 

your story one too many 

times, but you still need  

to talk it out—that’s when 

Stephen Ministers step in.  

Stephen Ministers are dedicat-

ed Christians and trained lay 

members commissioned by  

our congregation to adminis-

ter confidential in-depth  

caring. A Stephen Minister is 

someone who will offer  

Christian love and support, 

visit with you weekly, listen, 

provide resources, as well as 

pray with and for you. 

Stephen Ministers address 

the needs of people who are:   

• Hospitalized  

• In transition 

• Grieving the loss of a  

loved one  

• Depressed  

• Separated or divorced  

• Homebound  

• Terminally ill  

• Experiencing the loss of a 

job or financial setbacks  

• Struggling with their faith  

in God 

• OR simply needing a  

listening ear. 

For more information,  

contact one of our Stephen 

leaders: Linda Burnworth, 

Rayna Kaasa, Jim Mohr, Jerry 

Willet or Becky Hart. All com-

munications are confidential. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God is 

Changing Lives  
at Liberty… 

“This place has truly opened my eyes to God.” 
(A member) 

Please invite a friend or neighbor to  

join us on this holy and joyous day! 

Submission deadline for the next issue is Monday, April 10.  
Email DeAnne Miller: deanne@libertybarnchurch.com 

mailto:deanne@libertybarnchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
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NEW MEMBER CLASSES BEGINS APRIL 26 

New Members will meet  

together for a potluck dinner 

in the Barn Lower Level with 

the Elders and Deacons on  

May 21, and they will be  

welcomed during worship on 

May 24.  

Childcare is provided, and 

advanced registration is 

strongly recommended. If you 

have questions of if you’d like 

to register, please contact  

Pastor Kyle.  

If you are ready to make  

Liberty your church home, then 

don’t miss our Spring New 

Member class. Our next New 

Member class will begin on 

Sunday, April 26, from 4:00 

until 6:00 p.m. in the Carriage 

House and will continue on 

Sundays through May 17.  

During our time together, our 

goal is to help you understand 

and advance in your own faith 

journey and to help you find 

your place in the Liberty family.  

• Tim & Janice Miller  

• Scott Rengel  

(Claire, Owen, Lucas)  

• Barbara Werner  

• John & Laurann Willis  

• Matt & Sara Wolfe 

(Madelyn & Brody) 

During worship services on 

February 23, Liberty joyously 

welcomed 12 new members 

into our family of faith:   

• Randy & Jessica Aun 

(Brooklyn & Macklin)  

• Cathy Draper  

• Patrick Flanigan  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Calling all Liberty Women! 

Join us Saturday, April 25, for a 

wonderful day of connecting 

and reconnecting with other 

Liberty women as we explore 

the theme: “Nothing to Fear”.  

Our dynamic speaker will be 

Jennifer Shaw, professional 

speaker and top Christian Bill-

board Artist. We will also have 

one of our own Liberty women, 

Heather Gough, sharing a little 

of her faith journey with us. 

LIBERTY WOMEN’S DAY 

Plus: fun crafts, small groups, 

and a delicious lunch. 

The event will be from 9:00 

a.m. until 2:00 p.m. here at 

Liberty.  The cost is $10, and we 

ask everyone to bring a salad 

or dessert to share. 

Questions or like to help?  

Contact Becky Hart or Rayna 

Kaasa. Call the Church Office to 

sign up—or sign up following 

worship on March 29! 

PASTOR JOHN’S BIBLE CLASS 

Classes meet March 3-24, 

from 7:00 until 8:30 p.m. in 

Carriage House Room 203. 

On Tuesday evenings in 

March, Pastor John will be lead-

ing a four-week class on “Karl 

Barth: Theologian for the 

Church.”  The class will study 

the life and teachings of the 

20th century’s greatest theolo-

gian (who was the subject of 

John’s Ph.D. dissertation).    

Although Barth was a pro-

found Christian thinker, Pastor 

John will translate Barth’s  

insights into the language of 

the everyday Christian.    

Thank you to  

Shellane Bucher 

for feeding our Session so well! 

Her ministry has fed both  

body and soul. 

Please keep us updated with your 

current email address and contact 

information by emailing or calling 

the Church Office:   

info@libertybarnchurch.com  

or 740-548-6075.   

Mailto:kyle@libertybarnchurch.com?subject=Spring%20New%20Member%20Class
mailto:info@libertybarnchurch.com?subject=updating%20contact%20info


 SUNDAY GROUPS 

Top of the Hill Gang  

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.  

Carriage House 205 

Are you 55 years old (or so) and looking 

for a Bible Study or a social group? We 

meet for a time of fellowship and a 

discussion of God’s Word. Each Sunday 

after worship, we also meet for 

brunch, as well as participate in a varie-

ty of monthly social events.  

Contact Len Zuga:  

lzuga@me.com 

ETC II 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m.  

Carriage House 204 

No matter the topic, this group digs 

deep into the Word. Add in  some regu-

lar fellowship events, and you have the 

ingredients for a vibrant group.  

Contact Jeff Young:  

jeffyoung7700@gmail.com 

Carriage House 203 Seekers 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m.  

Carriage House 203 

An intentionally smaller group that meets 

between the two services so that all can 

attend. Group members select topics, 

which vary throughout the year, so you’re 

sure to find a discussion that’s engaging 

and answers your questions.  

Contact Tom Ash: 

thomas7861@att.net 

Young Families (Families in Faith) 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m.  

BLL North Classroom 103 

Come and join us as we make new friends, 

support one another, grow in our faith, and 

study God’s Word together. Childcare is 

provided in the Barn Lower Level.  

Contact Jay Gough:  

jaygough@live.com 

Are you looking for a way to deepen your 

faith? Are you looking for a place to study 

the Bible or make new friends?  

Liberty’s Adult Discipleship Ministry pro-

vides many ways to grow in your faith and 

form relationships with others in our 

church. We invite you to explore the many 

opportunities that Liberty offers. 

Don’t see what you’re looking for? Not 

sure which group is right for you? We are 

committed to helping you find your place 

at Liberty. Please contact Pastor Kyle with 

any questions.  

kyle@libertybarnchurch.com  

740-548-6075, ext. 404  

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP AT LIBERTY 
WEEKDAY GROUPS 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

Fridays, 10:00 a.m.  

Carriage House 205 

This lively group of women studies  

Scripture and applies it to their lives.  

Welcoming and open to all, they are also  

involved in on-going service projects in 

Franklinton at St. John’s and Youth for 

Christ. 

Contact Penny Hampshire or Bev Graves:  

pennyhamp@columbus.rr.com; 

bevgraves4@gmail.com 

Tuesday Evening Pastors’ Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Carriage House 203 

Led by Pastor Kyle or Pastor John, this 

group meets weekly throughout the year 

and covers a variety of topics. Held at the 

same time as the Middle School Bible 

Study, we invite the parents of middle 

schoolers to attend while their children 

are involved in our youth program.  

Contact Pastor Kyle: 

kyle@libertybarnchurch.com 

Tuesday Morning Women’s  

Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

12-Step Room 

In this relaxed setting, we read and  

discuss Scripture, using many different 

resources to discover how God is working 

in our lives —and how we are his messen-

gers. As we encourage each other in life’s 

struggles and joys, we find we are also 

building lasting friendships. Childcare is 

provided upon request.  

Contact Linda Kemp or Debbie Baker: 

kemp7949@insight.rr.com; 

debake361@yahoo.com 
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Liberty Missions 

• Liberty Youth Mission Projects 

• Liberty Holiday Missions 

(Thanksgiving Boxes and 

Adopt-a-Family) 

• People in Need of Delaware County 

(Delaware County Food Pantry) 

• MOPS & MOMSnext 

• Liberty Mission Garden 

• Kairos Men’s & Women’s  

Prison Ministries 

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

• Buckeye Military Moms 

• Common Ground Free Store 

Did you know one dollar out of every 

ten dollars given to Liberty is designated 

for missions that spread the good news of 

Jesus Christ by working for mercy, justice, 

and peace in our community and through-

out the world? This year, the Session has 

approved a Missions budget of more than 

$142,220 to be used to support local  

mission partners, foreign missionaries, 

and to support Liberty members in their 

work to advance the kingdom of God.  

If you have questions about missions at 

Liberty, or if you’d like to find out how you 

can get more involved in these ministries, 

please contact Pastor Kyle. 

Mission partners 

• Pickle Jar (Benevolence Fund) 

• Delaware County Habitat for  

Humanity (Walls Build) 

• St. John’s Episcopal Church, Franklin-

ton (Street Church & His Place) 

• Heart to Honduras (Mission  

Trips & Sister Church Support) 

• Central Ohio Youth for Christ, CityLife 

Center, Franklinton 

YOUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK 

Supported Missions 

• Delaware County Hunger Alliance 

• Delaware Support Through  

Empowerment and Partnerships (STEP) 

• National Alliance on Mental Illness  

• PC(USA) Missionary serving in a  

Sensitive Location 

• A Place of Warmth (Cold weather  

Delaware shelter for homeless men)  

• Laundry Love (Provides clean clothes for 

those who can’t afford to do laundry)  

• Andrews House Summer Lunch  

Program in Delaware  

• Stockhands Horses for Healing  

• Community Refugee & Immigration  

Service (Refugee Resettlement Agency)  

HONDURAS MEDICAL MISSION TEAM 

Tom Culver, DO  

Chelsea Deffenbaugh, CNP  

Josh Deffenbaugh  
(Ohio State University)  

Chad Doebler, RN  

Girannie Dilchand, RN  

Bob Fudge, RPh  

Jack Hickman  
(Xavier University)  

Mark Hickman, MD  

Bekah Hiltz  

Brian Kanode  

Karen Logue  

The Liberty Medical Mission 

will travel to the Lake Yojoa 

region of Honduras for the 

week of March 7-13, to 

strengthen the relationship 

between Liberty and our Sister 

Church in El Olvido, and to give 

the gift of medical care.  

This year’s team will be led  

by longtime Liberty member 

Dr. Jim Mohr and consists of  

19 people. 

Medical Director–Jim Mohr, MD  

Hal Cook, MD  

Shelby Logue  
(Ohio State University)  

David Pickering  

Clare Pickering, RN  

Cosette Tolley, RN  
(Nurse Practitioner  

Program – OSU)  

Tom Zuesi, DO  

Pastor Kyle Doebler 

 

We offer a special thank you 

to everyone who so generous-

ly provided dental supplies and 

vitamins for this trip.  

Additionally, each team 

member is especially thankful 

in advance to everyone who 

will be praying for the team as 

we do our work. We can’t do it 

without all of you!  
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NEXT WALLS BUILD—SATURDAY, MAY 2 

Spring  

Walls Build  

Saturday, May 2 

the tools… but you’ll be doing 

the “heavy lifting”! Many 

hands make for light work.  

Contact Kevin Futryk 

(kevin@gov-advantage.com) or 

Pastor Kyle to confirm you’ll be 

there! 

Join us on Saturday, May 2, 

for our semi-annual Walls Build, 

where we’ll be building the 

walls for a Habitat for Humani-

ty House in our parking lot,  

and then sending them up to 

Delaware for a family in need.  

We will need a cut crew of  

a dozen people for Friday  

evening, May 1, and then  

80+ volunteers for Saturday, 

May 2, to actually build the 

walls. Light refreshments will 

be provided, as well as all of 
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Our two senior speakers 

were Kelly Levering and Olivia 

Judy. They did a phenomenal 

job, each  delivering a poignant 

message of how God’s love 

stays —and grows—with us. 

If you were unable to attend 

the Youth Sunday service,  

below is an excerpt from each 

of their messages: 

We have had a great winter 

in youth ministry, filled with 

retreats, snow tubing, bowling, 

mission opportunities—and, of 

course, Youth Sunday.  

Youth Sunday is always an 

amazing service to be a part of 

and I am blown away, year af-

ter year, by the talent of our 

youth. From singing a solo to 

writing a short sermon, our 

youth did a great job sharing 

their gifts with the church.  

YOUTH NEWS 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: MARCH & APRIL 

Liberty’s Sunday school is 

full of excitement as we  

prepare to celebrate Jesus’  

Resurrection! 

Bible Builder’s Preschool 

classes will learn  all about the 

miracles of Jesus—walking on 

water, calming storms, feeding 

5000, and restoring sight. 

Some of the fun activities for 

our 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds will 

include handprint fish, a craft-

stick boat, and water play.   

The story of the Resurrec-

tion comes alive in April as the 

children hear the Benjamin 

Box story.  They will create a 

box of their own to take home 

and share the story of Jesus 

with others.     

The Faith Journey Work-

shop  (first through fourth 

grades) will rotate to Art, 

Cooking, Video, and Games 

classes each Sunday, with  

lessons focusing on Jesus as 

the Son of Man—and Jesus  

as the Son of God.   

Their activities will include:  

Crafting a blessing bag in the 

Art room to reinforce how 

Jesus blessed children, and in 

Cooking, our students will turn 

the process of creating and 

eating ‘prayer pretzels’ into a 

tasty lesson on The Lord’s 

Prayer.  The Games and Movie 

classes will reveal the message 

of the Transfiguration to our 

role as Christians. Their lessons 

will culminate in the journey 

from the Cross to the Resur-

rection with a stained-glass 

cross craft and a ‘donut’ snack 

representing the empty tomb !  

The fifth grade C.I.A.-

Christians in Action class will 

be comparing the Gospels of 

Luke and of John.  March  

lessons will focus on Jesus’ 

ministry in Galilee and Jerusa-

lem. April’s focus will be about 

the personal teachings from 

Jesus—How to Live and How to 

Love. Each lesson will be filled 

with an activity that encour-

ages all to take His word into 

their world—from the class-

room to the playground, with 

friends and family.    

EASTER EGG HUNT  

Liberty’s annual Easter  

egg hunt is scheduled for  

the morning of Saturday,  

April 11, (10:00 until 11:30 a.m.). 

Children are invited to partici-

pate in faith-based crafts and 

an old-fashioned egg hunt on 

Liberty’s church grounds.   

The committee needs YOUR 

help filling eggs! On Sunday, 

March 1, we will have our  

empty eggs in bags to be  

distributed to the congrega-

tion.  You can fill the eggs with 

prepackaged candy or small 

toys, but no nuts or nut-filled 

candy, please! All filled eggs 

will need to be returned to the 

“big Easter basket” by Sunday, 

March 29.  The committee  

appreciates all your help to 

make this egg hunt a faith-

filled event.  We look forward 

to a great time of fellowship 

and fun.  

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 

Children’s Ministry will  

be offering Sunday school  

classes for preschool through 

second grade and childcare  

for Easter Sunday at both  

9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services.  

Volunteers are needed.   

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR CHILDREN 

If you are interested in volunteering to help in any area of 

Children’s Ministry, especially on Palm Sunday or Easter  

morning, please contact Director Dawn Parr at 

dawn@libertybarnchurch.com. 

Prepare for the ultimate  

western adventure! Liberty’s 

VBS will take you through the 

hills and valleys of God’s word 

as our Trail Guide leads us to 

the Promised Land! Along the 

way, we’ll enjoy prairie  

adventures, tasty snacks, gal-

loping games, hoe-down music,  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JOIN US 

SATURDAY,  

APRIL 11 

(10:00-11:30 A.M.) 

FOR LIBERTY’S 

ANNUAL EASTER 

EGG HUNT 

July 27-31 
 

and practice our frontier skills!  

Monday-Friday, July 27-31 

(9:00 a.m.—noon)   

Registration opens to the 

public on March 16. Questions?  

Please contact Dawn Parr  

(dawn@libertybarnchurch.com

or 740-548-6075 ext. 307)  

VBS 2020 

mailto:dawn@libertybarnchurch.com?subject=Volunteering%20for%20Sunday%20School
mailto:dawn@libertybarnchurch.com?subject=VBS%202020


LIBERTY EARLY EDUCATION CENTER (LEEC) 

visit the Stratford Ecological 

Farm. Here the children see the 

workings of an actual farm.  

They can give a bottle to a 

lamb, hold a warm, just-laid 

egg, and pull a green onion 

from the ground and eat it!  

This is great time for students 

and parents. We will also enjoy 

a special day to celebrate 

mom. The children will invite 

their moms to our annual 

“Mothers’ Tea” at the end of 

the month.   

Our Parent Group is working 

closely with Delaware County 

to organize a food drive.  

If you’d like to participate,  

Happy Spring!  It is so excit-

ing to learn about the changes 

that springtime brings. Some 

topics the children will explore 

in March are plants, insects, 

farming, weather, and temper-

ature. The children love this 

time of year. They are especial-

ly excited to get back outside 

after many weeks indoors. 

We have some special events 

happening in April.   A special 

treat for the children will be a 

visit from the “Turtle Lady”.  

She brings her very large  

turtles, snakes, etc. for the 

children to learn about—and 

touch! The students will also 

look for our donation baskets 

in the Barn Lower Level. The 

food we collect will go to  

students in the Delaware area. 

Our Spring Flower Sale runs 

March 2-23.  If you are interest-

ed in some gorgeous flowers 

for your summer garden, look 

for our brochures on Sundays.  

We appreciate your continued 

support of our fundraising 

efforts. 

We will be sending out our 

Acceptance Letters soon for 

the 2020/2021 school year.  

We have very limited openings 

in our three-year-old class on 

M a r c h / A p r i l  2 0 2 0 — L i b e r t y  R i n g s  Page 13 

Wednesdays/Fridays. If you are 

interested in more information 

and a tour of our school, 

please contact Director Tracey 

Gascon at 740-548-2095.  

This year’s space-

themed Dad’s Night 

was a huge hit with 

our Preschoolers—

and their dads! 



The law of the Lord is  
perfect, reviving the soul. 

Psalm 19:7 
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