
 

 THURSDAY 
Read:  John 16:16–33 
Reflect:  Throughout the Gospel, John has emphasized that 

Jesus fully reveals God to the world. Now Jesus 
claims not just to reveal God fully but to provide full 
access to God, too. What are the privileges that 
come with having full access to God? What are the 
responsibilities that come with the kind of access to 
God Jesus is talking about? Based on what you have 
read so far in John, how do you think Jesus follow-
ers should faithfully use the access to God that Jesus 
provides? 

Respond:  Thank Jesus for the access to God that he provides.  
 
FRIDAY 
Read:  John 17:1–26 
Reflect:  Jesus final prayer, often called his “High Priestly 

Prayer” is intended not just for the twelve disciples, 
but for all who would come to believe in him—
including you and me. Read these words slowly, 
inserting your name into this prayer, and hearing 
Jesus’ prayer for you. As you read this, what  
emotions arise in you? Why? What part of this  
prayer has the most meaning for you? Why? 

Respond:  Take the words of Jesus’ prayer, make them your 
own, and offer them back to God in prayer.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  John 17:1–19 
Reflect:  In the first part of Jesus’ prayer, he says that his  

ministry with the disciples was ultimately to fill the 
disciples with joy (17:13), and he prays for God to 
make the disciples holy. Then, Jesus claims that he 
is sending his disciples into the world just as the 
Father sent Jesus into the world (17:18). How, if at 
all, have you experienced God at work in your life to 
make you holy? When, if ever, have you experi-
enced the joy about which Jesus speaks? If Jesus is 
sent into the world to die so that the world might 
live, how is Jesus calling his followers to live? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to give you the same clarity of 
call as Jesus had, so that you can continue the work 
of Jesus. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 17:20–26  
Reflect:  Unity among Christians is about more than getting 

along with one another. Instead, unity points to the 
truth of the Gospel. Concretely, how does the way 
Christians treat one another proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ to the world? What steps could 
you take to ensure that the Church is more unified? 

Respond:  As an act of worship, resolve to allow the way  
you treat others—especially other Christians—to 
proclaim the truth of the Gospel. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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This week’s chapters contain Jesus’ final encouragements and 
prayers for his disciples. They are filled with some of Jesus’ 
most memorable phrases (e.g., “I am the true vine…”), and 
are filled with images for a life lived in union with Christ. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  John 15:1–17; Romans 5:6–11  
Reflect:  Using the image of a grapevine and branches, Jesus 

begins his final conversation with his disciples by 
encouraging them to “remain in me” and “remain in 
my love” by obeying his commands and loving  
others the way Jesus loves us. How, if at all, do you 
think love and obedience are connected? Do these 
passages confirm or challenge your understanding 
of love? Why?   

Respond:  Spend time with God in prayer and speak to God as 
you would to a friend.  

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  John 15:18–16:4   
Reflect:  Jesus warns the disciples that the life of faith is no 

picnic; following Jesus has real costs. Jesus tells his 
followers that they can expect to face the same  
mistreatment Jesus experienced in his ministry. 
Note that Jesus isn’t encouraging his followers to 
seek out suffering, but not to be surprised when 
suffering comes. What real, concrete costs, if any, 
have you paid because of your faith in Jesus Christ? 
If so, what made those costs worth paying? If not, 
what would you be willing to do because of your 
faith in Jesus? 

Respond: In prayer, pray for the courage to live out your faith, 
no matter the cost. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  John 16:5–15  
Reflect:  Jesus is preparing his disciples for the time when he 

will no longer be with them. While there is more to 
share with them, Jesus says that they “cannot bear it 
now.” Instead, Jesus promises to send the Holy  
Spirit who will continue to teach and guide them 
and keep Jesus’ followers connected to him. How, if 
at all, do you experience the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit in your daily life? What practices  
do you engage in to keep you connected with the 
Spirit, and therefore connected to Jesus? 

Respond: Attune your heart to hear the voice of the Holy  
Spirit as it “guides you into all truth” (16:12). 

 
 


