
 

 THURSDAY 
Read:  John 11:45–57 
Reflect:  The sign of raising Lazarus is the last straw for the 

Jewish leaders. They see that Jesus is becoming too 
powerful, and they plot to kill Jesus, reasoning that 
it is better for one to die so that many might live.  
Do you find Jesus’ power to be threatening or  
comforting? Why? When you are confronted by the 
power of Jesus in your life, how do you tend to  
respond? Why? How does your response compare 
to how the writer of John thinks faithful disciples of 
Jesus should respond? 

Respond:  In prayer, praise God for the power on display in 
Jesus and ask for God’s power to be unleashed  
in your life.  

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  John 12:1–19 
Reflect:  The crowds exuberantly welcome Jesus and his 

power to bring life to the dead, anointing him with 
rich perfumes and hailing him as their long-awaited 
savior and king. Jesus affirms these extravagant 
measures as fitting ways to honor God’s son. Notice, 
however, that this passage speaks of Jesus’ glorifica-
tion as a future event (12:16). As glorious as these 
two events are, the fullness of his glory is yet to be 
revealed. What is the most extravagant thing you 
have done because of your love for Jesus? How did 
you feel as you offered it, and what was the response 
of those around you? 

Respond:  In prayer, reflect on the ways that you could increas-
ingly live a life of extravagant devotion to Jesus.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  John 12:20–36 
Reflect:  Two Greeks asking to see Jesus indicates that time 

has come for the whole world to see the fullness of 
Jesus’ identity in all its glory. Despite the glory that 
has already been revealed by Jesus’ signs, it merely 
points to the glory that is to come. What, if  
anything, is missing from the glory that has been 
revealed by the signs Jesus has performed up to this 
point in John’s gospel? What does it mean to see 
Jesus in all his glory? 

Respond:  In prayer, make the request of the Greeks your own 
(12:21). Ask God to reveal to you the fullness of  
Jesus’ glory. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 12:37–50  
Reflect:  Jesus will not be seen by the crowds again until his 

crucifixion when the fullness of Jesus’ glorious iden-
tity as God’s son will be revealed. But there remain 
some who refuse to acknowledge who Jesus is  
because they love their own glory more than the 
glory of God revealed in Jesus. Concretely, how do 
you know if you love God’s glory more than your 
own? What could you do to increasingly love God’s 
glory more than your own? 

Respond:  As an act of worship, confess the ways you have  
prioritized your own glory above God’s glory. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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This week, we turn to the greatest signs of Jesus’ ministry—
the raising of Lazarus. This week’s stories of the good  
shepherd and Lazarus point to what is coming, Jesus giving 
up his life on the cross to bring life to the world. Yet as glori-
ous as these signs are, the fullness of Jesus’ glory is yet to be 
seen. 
 

MONDAY 
Read:  John 10:1–21  
Reflect:  Jesus describes his work with the extended meta-

phor of a shepherd caring for sheep. Jesus is the 
good shepherd because he protects the sheep and 
willingly lays down his life for the sheep, and the 
sheep follow the shepherd because they know his 
voice and trust him. How, if at all, have you come to 
know the voice of Jesus? What practices keep you 
attuned to Jesus’ voice?   

Respond:  Spend time with God in prayer and listen for the 
voice of the Good Shepherd. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  John 10:22–42   
Reflect:  Here Jesus is alluding to the greatest work that he 

will do: bestow the gift of eternal life on those who 
hear his voice and follow him. Those who are united 
with the Good Shepherd by faith are the permanent 
possession of Jesus; nothing can take them away 
from his care. Do you find it difficult to believe that 
God cares for you in the way Jesus describes? Why 
or why not? How, if at all, do the signs that Jesus has 
performed thus far in this Gospel confirm your trust 
in this promise? 

Respond: In prayer, rest in the safety and security of God’s 
care for you in Jesus. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  John 11:1–44  
Reflect:  Having just talked about laying down his life for his 

sheep, Jesus risks his life to restore the life of  
his friend, Lazarus. Jesus brings the hope of a future 
resurrection into the present, declaring that he is 
the fulfillment and culmination of all of our hopes, 
and Jesus displays his power, which extends even 
over death itself. With whom in this story do you 
most closely identify? Why? In what ways, if at all, 
do you experience the power of Jesus to bring life 
out of death? In what way does Jesus not only  
guarantee your hope, but make your hope a present 
reality? 

Respond: Tell God where you need to experience God’s power 
to bring life out of death in your own life. 


