
 

 THURSDAY 
Read:  John 3:9–21 
Reflect:  This passage is all about love, how much God loves 

us (3:16), and how our love is often misdirected 
(3:19). Nicodemus has a hard time believing Jesus. 
Do you find these words of Jesus difficult to believe? 
Why or why not? Now, read these words as though 
Jesus said them directly to you. As you read,  
what emotions arise in you? Why? In what ways, if 
at all, do you “love darkness rather than light”?  
Concretely, what actions could you take to “come to 
the light”? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the gift of God’s uncondi-
tional love, and ask God to help you move towards 
the light of God revealed in Jesus.  

 
FRIDAY 
Slow Reading for Detail: Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14; John 3:13–17 
Reflect:  Read these passages slowly, absorbing as much  

detail as you can. In referring to himself as the “Son 
of Man,” Jesus alludes to this passage from Daniel. 
Daniel describes the Son of Man as glorious and 
powerful, ruling over all of creation. In John, Jesus 
claims that the glory and power of the Son of Man is 
revealed in the salvation of the world. Based on 
what you have read, how are God’s love and God’s 
glory related to each other? How, if at all, does this 
challenge your understanding of glory? Concretely, 
what might this mean for how we should seek to 
bring glory to God in our everyday lives? 

Respond:  In prayer, reflect on where you see God’s glory and 
how you have experienced God’s love.  

 

SATURDAY 
Slow Reading for Detail:  Numbers 21:4–9; John 3:14–15 
Reflect:  Again, read these passages slowly, noting all the  

details. Jesus invokes the story of the bronze snake 
to talk about how God will save the world. What 
similarities, if any do, you see in these passages? 
What do you think Jesus means by the phrase “lifted 
up” (John 3:14; 12:32)? Based on these passages, what 
is required to receive the gift of “eternal life”?  
Concretely, how, if at all, might your life be differ-
ent if you increasingly embraced the good news of 
this passage? 

Respond:  In prayer, fix your heart’s sight on the lifted up  
Jesus. Feel the healing and saving power of God’s 
love and grace. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 3:22–36  
Reflect:  In contrast to Nicodemus, who does not understand 

or believe Jesus, John the Baptist knows exactly who 
Jesus is, and therefore understands his own identity. 
John’s own joy is to see Jesus “increase”; that is, to 
see Jesus known and believed. Concretely, what 
might it mean for you to live out John’s statement in 
John 3:30? 

Respond:  Make John’s statement your own prayer: “Jesus 
must increase, but I must decrease”. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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Jesus begins showing the world signs of his glory. Through 
miracles and conversations, Jesus shows the world who he is 
and God’s desires for the world. Because Jesus doesn’t fit the 
ways people have thought about God for generations, people 
have a hard time understanding Jesus and believing in him. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  John 2:1–12  
Reflect:  Wine is used throughout the Bible as a symbol of 

both joy and salvation. (See Psalm 104:15; Joel 2:24; 
Amos 9:13–14; Isaiah 24:6) Based on how the Bible 
uses the image of wine, what do you think is signifi-
cant about the wine Jesus creates from the water?  
In what ways does this incident reveal Jesus’ glory? 
When, if ever, have you experienced the overflow-
ing grace of God in your life?   

Respond:  In prayer, give thanks for God’s overflowing grace, 
and ask God to show you where his grace can over-
flow from your life into the life of someone else. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  John 2:13–23  
Reflect:  This story illustrates a pattern that will come up 

again and again: those around Jesus fail to understand 
his true meaning. Jesus claims that he is the true  
temple, the place where God’s presence fully dwells 
in humanity’s midst, but the people misunderstand 
him. When you read stories about Jesus, do you find 
it easy or difficult to understand what Jesus really 
means? Why? What resources does your Christian 
faith give you to understand who Jesus really is and 
his significance for your life? 

Respond: Ask God to open your eyes, your ears, and your 
heart to see Jesus for who he really is, to hear what 
he is truly saying, and to receive him, his power, and 
his love in your life. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  John 3:1–8  
Reflect:  Jesus tells Nicodemus he is doing more than offer-

ing teaching so that people can live incrementally 
better lives. Instead, Jesus is leading people to  
be born again to a new life made possible by God’s 
Spirit. Do you find Jesus’ assertion that a relation-
ship with him will lead to new life challenging or 
comforting? Why? In receiving this new life Jesus 
discusses, what might you lose and what could you 
gain? 

Respond:  Thank God for the new life we receive in Jesus. Ask 
God to help you receive this new life with gratitude 
and joy. 


