
 THURSDAY 
Read:  Romans 7–8 
Reflect:  Paul describes his struggle with sin as a war  

between his desire to do good and the power of sin. 
Jesus Christ frees us from this war by overcoming 
the power of sin in our lives. Through Christ we 
have been adopted into God’s family and chosen to 
inherit and share God’s glory. How, if at all, does 
Paul’s struggle with sin resonate with your own  
experience? How, if at all, does the hope Paul talks 
about encourage and empower you to struggle 
against your own brokenness? 

Respond:  In prayer, honestly tell God about your weaknesses 
and your struggles and patiently wait for the Spirit’s 
help. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Romans 9–11 
Reflect:  The gospel Paul preaches and has been writing 

about in his letter to the Romans depends on there 
being only one way to right standing with God. 
Paul’s gospel also depends on God keeping all the 
promises God has made—even those made with the 
Israelites long ago. Paul writes that non-Jews have 
been grafted into Israel—the people of God. How, if 
at all, does this change the way you read the stories 
of Israel in the Bible? As you read through these 
chapters, what emotions are evoked in you? Why? 

Respond:  In prayer, praise God using Paul’s words in  
12:33–36.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Romans 12–14 
Reflect:  Because of the mercy and grace God has shown, 

believers should live lives that are pleasing to God, 
lives filled with gratitude and love for other people. 
By loving others, believers will fulfill the require-
ments of God’s law, but not so that they can receive 
salvation but because of the salvation they have  
received. Do you find it easy or difficult to love  
others in the way that Paul describes? Why? What 
would it take for you to begin loving others in  
this way? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you live a life of gratitude 
and loving others in response to the mercy you have 
received. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  Romans 15–16 
Reflect:  Paul encourages the believers in Rome to live as 

Jesus did: completely devoted to living for the  
benefit of others. Paul’s life and ministry are an  
example of this kind of self-sacrificial love. Paul’s 
gives everything he has so that other people might 
come to know Jesus, obey him, and trust him. Do 
you find Paul’s way of life life-giving or exhausting? 
Concretely, what would it look like for you to be as 
devoted to your faith as Paul is to his?  

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise God for the gift of 
the Good News of God’s saving work in Jesus Christ. 

*   *   *   *   *  

Reflection Guide 
 

 
Paul’s Mission: Romans 

 

Exploring the Story, Chapter 29 
 

This week we explore Paul’s mission to bring the Gospel to 
non-Jews and start churches in the Roman world by reading 
the most mature and eloquent expression of the Gospel Paul 
preached. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Romans 1–2 
Reflect:  In this letter, Paul will explain his understanding of 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. Summarizing the 
Gospel as God’s power to save everyone who  
believes—both Jews and non-Jews, Paul begins his 
discussion by describing how everyone—Jews and 
non-Jews alike—is tarnished by sin. As you read 
Paul’s description of the sinfulness of humanity, 
where, if at all, do you recognize your own broken-
ness? Read 1:6. Concretely, what might it look for 
you to answer the call to “belong to Jesus Christ”? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to reveal your brokenness  
and the joy of being made right with God in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Romans 3–4 
Reflect:  Appealing to the story of Abraham and Sarah, Paul 

says that God has set us free from our sins through 
our trust in the saving power of Christ’s cross and 
resurrection, not through obedience to the Law. 
Paul claims that as our faith grows stronger, this 
brings God more glory (4:20). Does Paul’s claim 
change the way you think about your faith? Why or 
why not? How might your daily life be different if 
you lived fully convinced that God is able to do 
whatever God promises (4:21)? 

Respond: In prayer, ask God for unwavering faith in God’s 
goodness and desire to save us from our sins. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Romans 5–6 
Reflect:  Paul uses the image of slavery to describe the  

human condition. Prior to the saving work of Jesus, 
humanity was enslaved to sin and evil. Now, 
through faith, we have been united with Christ, 
died to our lives of sin, and reborn as slaves of God. 
Do you find Paul’s image of the Christian life as a 
life of slavery to God comforting or disconcerting? 
Why? Concretely, what might it look like for you to 
become a slave to “righteousness”? 

Respond:  In prayer, rest in your status as one for whom Jesus 
Christ was willing to die. 


