
Respond:  In prayer, ask God to open your eyes so that you can 
recognize Jesus. 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  John 20 
Reflect:  When Thomas doubts that Jesus has been raised 

from the dead, Jesus meets him where he is and 
gives him what he needs to believe. Jesus does not 
keep Thomas away because he does not believe.  
In fact, Thomas is one of the only people in the  
gospels who is recorded as touching Jesus. How, if 
at all, has Jesus met you in your doubts? What,  
if anything, convinces you that Jesus really did  
rise from the dead? 

Respond:  Trace your spiritual journey. How has your belief 
and understanding of the resurrection changed 
through the years? 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  John 21 
Reflect:  John’s gospel ends by emphasizing the personal  

nature of discipleship. Peter is worried about  
whether others are following Jesus, but Jesus tells 
Peter to worry about himself. The Gospel confronts 
each of us with a personal and personalized call  
to follow Jesus. How, if at all, do you follow the  
resurrected Jesus in your daily life? Based on what 
you have read, how are the resurrection and  
discipleship linked? As you have read through the 
gospels these past weeks, with what questions has 
the story of Jesus confronted you? 

Respond:  In prayer, reflect on how you will answer Jesus’ call 
to love him and follow him.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  1 Corinthians 15:1–34 
Reflect:  Paul’s writing shows that the resurrection is the 

linchpin of the Christian message. Paul claims that 
if the resurrection didn’t happen, then all hope in 
the Gospel is misplaced and following Jesus is point-
less. What place, if any, does the resurrection have 
in your own understanding of the Christian  
message? How, if at all, has this passage caused  
you to reconsider the importance you give to the 
resurrection? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the gift of the Gospel and 
the hope that it brings. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  1 Corinthians 15:35–58 
Reflect:  The hope of the message Paul preaches is that we 

will be raised with Christ and receive new,  
transformed bodies that will never die. Because 
nothing—including our bodies—is ever wasted by 
God and we will be resurrected, Paul encourages us 
to get busy enthusiastically doing the work of God. 
What connection, if any, do you see between the 
resurrection and serving others sacrificially? What 
resources does the Easter story give you to love and 
serve others, even when it is costly and difficult to 
do so?  

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise God for the hope  
of the resurrection. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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The cross and the empty tomb are inextricably linked  
together. Without the empty tomb, the cross is meaningless. 
Without the resurrection, the crucifixion of Jesus is just  
another instance of human unfaithfulness like those we have 
read in other parts of the Bible. The cross may be the climax 
of the story, but the resurrection of Jesus Christ is what gives 
the cross its power to change the course of history and our 
lives. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Mark 16:1–8 
Reflect:  Mark’s gospel, which originally ended at 16:8, gives 

the briefest account of the empty tomb, and the  
resurrected Jesus does not even appear. Yet, this 
gospel confirms that by rising from the dead,  
Jesus has done exactly what he promised. Are you 
satisfied with the ending of Mark’s gospel? Why or 
why not? If Jesus is capable of keeping his promise 
to rise after three days, then what else might Jesus 
be capable of doing? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to give you courage to tell others 
about Jesus, even when you are afraid to do so. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Matthew 28 
Reflect:  Fear is mentioned several times in this chapter. The 

angel greets the women by telling them not to be 
afraid. After they leave the empty tomb, the women 
are filled with both joy and fear. Jesus’ instructions 
to the women echo the angel’s: “Don’t be afraid.” 
Does the women’s fear resonate with you? Why or 
why not? Specifically, about what do you think the 
women might be afraid? What, if anything, is fright-
ening about believing in a resurrected messiah? 

Respond: In prayer, ask God for the faith to believe more 
deeply in the truth of the resurrection. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Luke 24 
Reflect:  In Luke’s account, the resurrected Jesus encounters 

some of his followers while they are walking to the 
town of Emmaus. As Jesus blesses and breaks the 
bread, the followers’ eyes are opened, and they  
recognize Jesus. Do you find it easy or difficult to 
believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection? Why or why 
not? What spiritual practices, if any, help you to 
recognize God at work and to believe in the truth of 
the resurrection? 


