
 THURSDAY 
Read:  Luke 23 
Reflect:  Throughout these stories of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and 

crucifixion, Jesus has provoked a response. Some 
see Jesus’ death and see that Jesus is the son of God. 
Others stand off in the distance. Still others remain 
opposed to Jesus, mocking him or demanding his 
crucifixion. Of the responses to Jesus you have read, 
with which one do you identify most closely? Why? 
What about Jesus do you find to be most provoking? 

Respond:  Trace your spiritual journey. How has your response 
to Jesus changed over the years? 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  John 13–14 
Reflect:  In John’s version of this story, Jesus makes it clear 

that the glory of God will be revealed, and Jesus will 
receive glory in the events that follow. When you 
think of the word “glory” what comes to mind?  
Specifically, what do you think is glorious about the 
events of the last supper and crucifixion? Why? 

Respond:  In prayer, reflect on the fact that God’s glory is  
revealed the events of Jesus’ final hours on earth.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  John 16–17 
Reflect:  In his final moments with the disciples, Jesus offers 

what is called his “high priestly prayer” (17:1–26). In 
this prayer he prays for his followers, and for those 
who would come to believe in him because of his 
followers—people including you and me. When 
you see that the Bible records Jesus praying specifi-
cally for you, what is your reaction? Why? Based on 
what you have read, why do you think unity is such 
a concern for Jesus in this prayer? 

Respond:  In prayer, rest in the fact that Jesus knows you and 
has remembered you in prayer before God the  
Father. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 18–19 
Reflect:  John’s account of the crucifixion is symbolically 

rich. As Jesus is arrested and soldiers hold burning 
torches, Jesus answers with “I am,” the same name 
for God given at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). 
Jesus, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29), is killed at noon on the day of 
preparation for Passover, the time when all the  
other Passover lambs would be slaughtered. Jesus is 
presented to the crowds as their king, but they  
reject him, and King Jesus is enthroned upon the 
cross. Does John tell this story as a tragedy or as a 
triumph? What leads you to your answer?  

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise God for the glory 
revealed in the crucifixion. 

*   *   *   *   *  

Reflection Guide 
 

 
The Hour of Darkness 

Matthew; Mark; Luke; John 
 

Exploring the Story, Chapter 26 
 
As the Gospels tell the story of the crucifixion, time seems to 
slow down, and the stories are told in intricate detail. While 
each Gospel has its own emphasis, they all tell the same story: 
the cross is the moment that defines who Jesus is and what it 
means for him to be the savior of the world. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Matthew 26–27 
Reflect:  The disciples insist that they will not desert Jesus, 

the disciples disappear from the story until after the 
resurrection. With which character do you most 
closely identify? Why? What, if anything, might be 
significant about Jesus being alone during the 
events in these chapters? Have you ever had an ex-
perience when it felt as though you ran away from 
Jesus? What, if anything, led you to return to Jesus? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank Jesus that he accepts us back, even 
when we run away from him. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Mark 14–15 
Reflect:  When Jesus dies, a Roman military officer exclaims 

that because of the way he dies, Jesus truly must be 
the Son of God. Do you find the way Jesus died 
makes it easier or harder to believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God? Why? What, if anything, about the way 
Jesus lived and died convinces you that Jesus truly is 
the Son of God? Why? 

Respond: In prayer, thank God for the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice 
on the cross. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Luke 22:31–71 
Reflect:  In Luke’s account, Jesus witnesses Peter deny that 

he knows Jesus. Later, when he is on trial, Jesus  
refuses to directly answer the charges brought 
against him. Instead, he gives ambiguous answers 
and quotes Psalm 110. Place yourself in the scene 
with Jesus and Peter. How do you think Peter felt? 
How do you think Jesus felt? Read Psalm 110. How, 
if at all, does this psalm affect the way you under-
stand Jesus’ words at his trial? Why do you think 
Jesus refuses to give direct answers to his accusers’ 
questions? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God for the eyes of faith so that you 
can see Jesus for who he truly is and trust in him 
fully. 


