
not? In what ways, if any, do you see yourself  
mirrored in the actions of the disciples? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you remain faithful, alert, 
and unashamed to be Jesus’ disciple. 

 
 THURSDAY 
Read:  Luke 9 
Reflect:  To be Jesus’ follower requires giving up our own 

ways of living and beginning to live on Jesus’ terms. 
Following Jesus is not a ticket to an easier life;  
rather, Jesus describes the life of following him as 
“giving up your life” (9:24). Do you find Jesus’  
warning about the costs of following him comfort-
ing or challenging? Why? What, if anything, do  
you stand to lose if you were to follow Jesus more 
closely? What might you gain by becoming a  
more devoted disciple? 

Respond:  In prayer, confess to God your fears about paying 
the cost of following Jesus and thank Jesus for the 
privilege of being his disciple. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Luke 22:1–30 
Reflect:  Perhaps two of the most shocking things about the 

last supper are that Jesus chooses to have someone 
who will betray him in his innermost circle and that 
he is “eager” to eat this meal with those who will 
prove unfaithful. Are you surprised that Jesus would 
choose to associate with such unfaithful people? 
Why or why not? What, if anything, does the last 
supper scene reveal to you about Jesus’ character? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank Jesus that he does not require you 
to be perfect in order to be welcome in his company 
and at his table.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  John 7–8 
Reflect:  While some people are able to see Jesus’ true  

identity at this point in the story, many still cannot 
see Jesus’ for who he really is. For many in these 
stories, too many obstacles stand in the way of  
admitting that Jesus really is who he says he is; Jesus 
is simply too surprising and unexpected. What,  
if anything, do you find most surprising and  
unexpected about Jesus? What, if anything, allows 
you to see beyond the obstacles and see Jesus for 
who he claims to be? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to give you the eyes of faith to 
see Jesus’ true identity and trust him more deeply. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 11–12 
Reflect:  Jesus’ resurrection of Lazarus is the sign that many 

of the crowds find to be most convincing and that 
the authorities take as the most threatening to their 
power. Jesus’ power is absolute, extending even over 
death itself. When, if ever, have you confronted  
anything or anyone more powerful than Jesus? 
What is your response to Jesus’ power?  

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise Jesus for his  
incredible power. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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Jesus, the Son of God 
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Exploring the Story, Chapter 25 
 
Given the big story of the Bible, perhaps it is not so surprising 
that those who should be able to see Jesus’ true identity  
routinely fail to do so. Throughout the Gospels, the religious 
experts and the people who know Jesus best—the disciples—
prove themselves to be unfaithful, unable to understand who 
Jesus is, and unwilling to follow him. Yet, this is the central 
question of the Gospels: Is Jesus really the fulfillment of God’s 
ancient promises? 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Matthew 17; 21 
Reflect:  As Jesus’ ministry continues, more of his identity as 

God in human flesh is revealed—but only to those 
with the eyes to see it. To many, Jesus is simply a 
threat to their power, their position, their deeply 
held beliefs. Which of the stories from these  
chapters resonates most deeply with you? Why? 
From what you have read about Jesus, what do you 
find most challenging about who Jesus claims to be? 
Why? 

Respond:  Think back on your faith journey. When, if ever, 
have you been confronted with the authority and 
power of Jesus? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Mark 8–10 
Reflect:  For all the miracles, people still have a difficult time 

understanding exactly who Jesus is and what it 
means to become his disciple. Imagine that Jesus’ 
question to Peter in 8:29 is addressed to you. Who 
do you say Jesus is? What leads you to answer that 
question the way you do? What experiences have 
you had, if any, that have opened your eyes to see 
Jesus’ true identity? 

Respond: In prayer, ask God for eyes to see Jesus for who he 
really is and to follow him, no matter the cost. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Mark 12; 14 
Reflect:  The disciples have spent years with Jesus, and they 

know him better than almost anyone else. Yet, even 
they find it difficult to remain faithful, falling asleep 
while praying, denying knowledge of Jesus, betray-
ing Jesus to the authorities. After reading through 
the Big Story of the Bible, are you surprised by the 
disciples’ failures and unfaithfulness? Why or why 


