
 

and Herod’s responses to Jesus compare with your 
own? 

Respond:  As you consider your spiritual journey, trace the 
ways you have responded to Jesus. 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  Matthew 2:13–23 
Reflect:  Once again the promise of God is threatened.  

Recalling the story of Moses and the Passover,  
Herod orders all the baby boys killed, but Mary, 
Joseph, and Jesus flee to Egypt until Herod dies. 
Through all of this, Matthew insists that God  
remains in control. Does it surprise you to read that 
Jesus lives his life as a refugee? Why or why not? 
Are you comforted to know that God in Jesus has 
experienced difficulty? Why or why not? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to meet you in your dark places, 
in your difficult circumstances, in your suffering. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Luke 1 
Reflect:  Luke begins his Gospel with the story of two  

women and two boys. Both of these children are 
celebrated as proof that God has not forgotten about 
the promises made to Israel long ago. As you read 
the two songs of praise in this chapter (1:46–55 and 
1:67–79), what emotions arise in you? Why? What, 
if anything, do you look for as evidence of the  
fulfillment of God’s promises? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the faithfulness and grace 
God has shown you.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Luke 2 
Reflect:  Luke tells us the Bible’s only stories of Jesus’  

childhood, and they center around the temple in 
Jerusalem. People recognize that Jesus is somehow 
the fulfillment of God’s promises not just to Israel, 
but to the whole world. In what specific ways do 
you recognize the fulfillment of God’s promises in 
Jesus? Anna and Simeon were two people who 
spent their whole lives waiting for God to act. What 
resources does your Christian faith give you to wait 
patiently for God to act? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you to wait patiently for 
God and to recognize God at work. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  John 1:1–18 
Reflect:  John tells the story of Jesus’ birth not from a histori-

cal point of view but through a theological lens. 
From the beginning of his Gospel, John makes clear 
that Jesus is God in human flesh returning to dwell 
among God’s people, revealing God’s love, faithful-
ness, and grace to the whole world. As you think 
back on the story so far, how does John fit Jesus into 
the Big Story of the Bible? As you look at Jesus, what 
do you see? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise God for the privi-
lege of seeing God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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Exploring the Story, Chapter 22 
 
This week we begin our journey through the New Testament 
portion of the Bible’s story. While recognizing that God is 
doing a new thing in Jesus, the writers of the Gospels are 
careful to place the story of Jesus in the larger story of the 
Bible. The same themes of God’s promise to Abraham, God’s 
faithfulness, and God’s desire to dwell among the people  
continue to appear and drive the Big Story of the Bible. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Matthew 1:1–17 
Reflect:  Matthew begins his Gospel with a listing of Jesus’ 

ancestors. More than a listing of Jesus’ forebears, 
Matthew is placing the story of Jesus in the Big  
Story of the Bible. As you read through this list of 
names, which names stick out to you? Why? What 
might be significant about some of the features of 
this list, including: beginning with Abraham,  
including women and foreigners, including King 
David, including kings that are both bad and good? 

Respond:  Consider your own spiritual journey. Who are your 
“spiritual ancestors”? What impact have they had on 
your story? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Luke 3:23–38 
Reflect:  Luke gives a different list of Jesus’ ancestors than 

Matthew and chooses to go all the way back to  
Adam. Luke also decides to place this at a different 
point in his Gospel, putting it at the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry rather than before his birth. What, if 
anything, do you learn about Jesus when you place 
him in the context of the larger story of the Bible? 
Who, if anyone, has been a “spiritual mentor” to 
you? How, if at all, have they helped you live out 
your Christian faith? 

Respond: In prayer, thank God for the gift of those who 
shaped and guided your faith. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Matthew 1:18–2:12 
Reflect:  Matthew’s story of the birth of Jesus begins with 

another dreaming Joseph and Matthew’s insistence 
that this child-born king of the Jews is the fulfill-
ment of God’s promises. Are you surprised by the 
extreme responses to Jesus’ birth by the wise men 
and Herod? Why or why not? How do the wise men 


