
 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to give you the courage to work 
against injustice in your community. 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  Nehemiah 6; 8 
Reflect:  Once the walls are finished, Nehemiah and Ezra 

gather all the people together and read and explain 
the Law to them. The people are overwhelmed with 
both joy and sadness when they not only hear the 
Law but understand God’s Word to them. Can you 
remember a time when you really understood the 
Bible and how it applied to you specifically? What 
was your response? What tools do you use to help 
you understand the meaning of Scripture? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you understand what God 
is saying to you through the Bible. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Nehemiah 9–10 
Reflect:  At a solemn service of worship after the reading 

 of the Law, the people recite the history of Israel, 
remembering both God’s graciousness and Israel’s 
failures to be faithful and obey. The people then 
rededicate themselves to obey God’s law and to 
maintain the temple. As you read the prayer offered 
in this passage, what emotions does it evoke in you? 
Why? As you think about your own history with 
God, how, if at all, are you motivated to respond? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the faithfulness and grace 
God has shown you.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Malachi 1–2 
Reflect:  Through the prophet Malachi, God accuses the  

people of taking advantage of God’s grace.  
The people are offering cheap sacrifices and  
expecting God to accept them. They have excused 
injustice in their society and wondered why God 
seems absent. The authentic life with God results in 
changed lives—inside and out. Which is easier for 
you: outward signs of faithfulness and obedience or 
an interior, private faith? Why? What steps could 
you take bring your inner faith and your actions 
into greater alignment? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you align your inner faith 
with the way you live your faith. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  Malachi 3–4 
Reflect:  In these final words of the Old Testament, Malachi 

tells the people that God will send a messenger to 
prepare the people for God’s return to the temple. 
God will cleanse the people, correcting injustice, 
vindicating the faithful, pouring out blessing. The 
people will return to faithfulness, and God will  
return to dwell among the people. As you read these 
words, are you inspired to change anything about 
yourself? Why or why not? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, praise God for the gift of 
God’s tireless, never ending grace. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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Rebuilding the Walls  

Ezra; Nehemiah; Malachi 
Exploring the Story, Chapter 21 

 
The efforts to rebuild Jerusalem continue. Ezra reintroduces 
the Law and installs faithful leaders. Nehemiah rebuilds the 
city’s walls. But all of this rebuilding is meaningless if it does 
not result in faithfulness and obedience. This week we begin 
the final Old Testament chapter of the Bible’s big story. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Ezra 7 
Reflect:  Ezra, a descendent of Aaron, is sent by the King of 

Persia to reestablish God’s people in the Promised 
Land. He is commanded to teach the Law, offer  
sacrifices in the temple, and to appoint wise, faithful 
judges and officials. Are you surprised that a foreign 
king would be so interested in the re-establishment 
of the temple and the Law in the Promised Land? 
Why or why not? What does it tell you about God’s 
character that pagan people are used to accomplish 
God’s purposes? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you to trust that God can 
work in unexpected ways. 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Nehemiah 1–2 
Reflect:  While serving as an important official in the Persian 

court, Nehemiah receives permission to return to 
Jerusalem to begin rebuilding its walls. Rebuilding 
Jerusalem is about more than simply restoring a 
city, but as Nehemiah’s prayers show, it is symbolic 
of a restored relationship between God’s people and 
God. What evidence would you look for to know 
whether your relationship with God is in a state of 
disrepair? 

Respond: In prayer, take an inventory of your relationship 
with God? What could you do to make the relation-
ship even stronger? 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Nehemiah 4–5 
Reflect:  Nehemiah leads the people of Jerusalem in an 

around-the-clock effort to rebuild the walls, causing 
some people to experience financial hardship. 
While many were giving sacrificially to help  
rebuild, others were exploiting their financial hard-
ship for profit. When, if ever, have you been in a 
position when you could correct an injustice? What 
resources does your Christian faith give you to both 
see injustice and respond to it? 


