
 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  Daniel 6 
Reflect:  The Persians conquer the Babylonians, and the  

Persian King, Darius, elevates Daniel to the position 
of Prime Minister. Once again, Daniel refuses to 
worship anything or anyone other than the Lord. 
Because of his refusal, Daniel is thrown into a den of 
Lions, but to the amazement of King Darius, God 
rescues Daniel. When, if ever, have you witnessed 
God rescuing someone when his or her situation 
seemed hopeless? What is your response when you 
see God’s power to save at work in the world? 

Respond:  In prayer, praise God that God is powerful to save 
even in the midst of hopeless situations. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Jeremiah 29 
Reflect:  Jeremiah writes a letter to the Jews in exile in  

Babylon, urging them to flourish in the midst of an 
enemy city. They are to seek the welfare of the city 
where they are and to pray for it. Are you surprised 
by Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles? Why or why not? 
What might it look like for you to seek the welfare 
of your community? What resources does your 
Christian faith give you to seek your community’s 
welfare? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to bless your community.  
Concretely imagine what blessing might look like. 
Listen for how God might be calling you to seek 
your own community’s flourishing.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Jeremiah 30 
Reflect:  In this prophesy, Jeremiah tells the people that  

their exile is only temporary; God will save them 
and restore them. Jeremiah compares Israel’s sins to 
a wound and claims that God will heal Israel’s 
woundedness. Imagine you were a Jew living  
in exile. How would you have felt listening to  
Jeremiah’s words? Why? What aspect of your Chris-
tian faith gives you the most hope? Why? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the hope that you have. 
 
SUNDAY 
Read:  Jeremiah 31 
Reflect:  Jeremiah tells the people that a day is coming where 

obeying God will no longer be difficult work,  
but will be so ingrained in the human heart, that it 
will be as if faithfulness is second nature. If being 
obedient and faithful were second nature to you, 
how might your life be different? Is it a life you  
currently desire? Why or why not? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, ask God to help obedience 
and faithfulness increasingly become second nature 
to you. 

*   *   *   *   *  

Reflection Guide 
 

 
Daniel in Exile: Daniel; Jeremiah 
Exploring the Story, Chapter 18 

 
Recalling the story of Joseph, Daniel, exiled from Jerusalem, 
remains faithful to God and rises to prominence in the  
Babylonian empire. His faith is tested several times over,  
yet Daniel remains faithful to the God of Israel. Moreover, 
the story of Daniel and Jeremiah’s instructions to the exiles 
show that flourishing, even in unfamiliar, enemy territory  
is possible. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  Daniel 1 
Reflect:  Daniel is taken to Babylon to serve in the court of 

the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar. Even though 
they are in a foreign land, Daniel and his three 
friends remain faithful to God and flourish. When, 
if ever, have your flourished despite difficult  
circumstances? What role, if any, did God or  
your faith play in your flourishing? How might your 
Christian faith enable you to flourish amid challeng-
ing circumstances? 

Respond:  In prayer, assess your life. What does a life of  
flourishing look like? Are you flourishing? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  Daniel 2 
Reflect:  Daniel is able to interpret the King’s dream when 

no one else can. But, Daniel is careful to give credit 
to God, the source of his insight and wisdom. What 
gifts, if any, has God given to you? Read 2:46–47. 
How, if at all, do you use your talents and abilities  
in a way that causes others to acknowledge and 
praise God? 

Respond: In prayer, thank God for the gifts, talents, abilities, 
and resources that you have. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Daniel 3 
Reflect:  Despite King Nebuchadnezzar’s order to worship a 

colossal statue of the King, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego refuse to worship the giant idol. As  
punishment, the King throws them into a furnace, 
but God saves them, and the King is amazed by 
God’s saving power. What do you think gives these 
three Jews the ability to stand up to the King’s  
decree? When, if ever, have you had to make a  
difficult choice because of your faith? What caused 
you to choose the way you did? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to help you live out your faith 
with confidence and boldness. 


