
 

Respond:  In prayer, rest in the fact that God does not forgive 
us begrudgingly, but that God begs us to return to 
faithfulness and obedience. 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  Jeremiah 21; 2 Kings 25 
Reflect:  Once again the promise is threatened. Judah will  

be exiled from the land by the Babylonians, and 
there will no longer be a descendant of David on the 
throne. The temple, the house of God, was  
destroyed. Those who were left escaped to Egypt. 
Read Jeremiah 21:13–14. What does Jeremiah say 
was the attitude of the people who were in Jerusa-
lem fighting the Babylonians? How, if at all, have 
you tried to use God to get what you wanted?  
Do you find it challenging or comforting to know 
that God might not always be on your side? Why or 
why not? 

Respond:  Consider your own beliefs and opinions. How 
might God’s opinions might differ from your own? 
Why? 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  Lamentations 1–3 
Reflect:  Lamentations records the prophet Jeremiah’s 

mourning over the ruins of a defeated Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah grieves over the fate of the people of Isra-
el, but he does not despair; Jeremiah holds on to the 
mercy and grace of God. When, if ever, has your 
faith given you the ability to get through difficult 
times? Based on what you have read these past 
months, what, if anything, gives you the most hope? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank and praise God for the hope you 
have.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Ezekiel 1–3:14 
Reflect:  The prophet Ezekiel is active during the time of the 

exile, calling on the Jewish people living in Babylon 
to return to faithfulness in God. As a symbol that 
God’s words were part of his very being, Ezekiel is 
told to “eat this book,” and God’s word tastes as 
sweet as honey (3:1–3). What is your relationship 
with God’s Word? How, if at all, do you try to feed 
your faith? In what ways, if ever, have you experi-
enced the sweetness of God’s Word? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the gift of God’s Word. 
 
SUNDAY 
Read:  Ezekiel 36–37 
Reflect:  In what is perhaps Ezekiel’s most famous vision, he 

sees flesh and life return to a valley full of dry and 
lifeless bones. Ezekiel sees that God has promised to 
restore life to the promise that seems to be dead and 
beyond all hope of restoration. Is there anything in 
your life that is so broken seems as though it is  
beyond hope of repair or restoration? What  
resources does your Christian faith give you to see 
the possibility of God’s resurrecting power in a 
seemingly hopeless situation? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, thank and praise God  
because God brings life to the dead and hope to the 
hopeless. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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The kingdom of Judah continues its decline until 587 
BC, when the Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and many 
of Judah’s inhabitants are carried off into exile. This is 
the most significant threat to the promise yet as God’s 
presence leaves the temple, God’s people Israel are  
dispossessed of the Promised Land, and the house of 
David loses the throne. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  2 Kings 21–22 
Reflect:  The kingdom of Judah under kings Manasseh and 

Amon persist in worshipping other gods, but a new 
king, Josiah, comes to the throne who is faithful. He 
rediscovers the book of God’s law, and he turns back 
to the Lord in faithfulness and obedience. Have you 
ever had a “rediscovery” or a renewal of faith? If so, 
what events in your life brought it about? How, if at 
all, did your faith change as a result? 

Respond:  Take an inventory of your current faith life. Where, 
if at all, do you need God to bring renewal? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  2 Kings 23–24 
Reflect:  Josiah’s reforms continue as he purges idols and 

pagan shrines from the land of Judah. The final act 
of Josiah’s reforms is to reinstitute the Passover  
celebration. Does it surprise you that the Israelites 
had not celebrated Passover since the time of the 
judges (23:22)? Why do you think it is important for 
the people to celebrate the Passover? What role, if 
any, do rituals play in your own spiritual life? Why? 
Do you struggle with turning back to God when 
there has been a long gap in your faith life? What, if 
anything, helps you to turn back to God? 

Respond: In prayer, thank God that God is ready to welcome 
us back, regardless of how long we have been away. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  Jeremiah 1–3 
Reflect:  The prophet Jeremiah was active during the reign of 

King Josiah. His words present God as a scorned 
husband of Israel, yet the images of marital unfaith-
fulness are framed by God pleading for Israel to  
return to faithfulness and obedience. What words 
would you use to describe how God feels about  
Israel? As you read Jeremiah’s words, what emotions 
does it evoke in you? Why? 


